


War Diary - Action Reports 

0CT.25,1 943 TO SEPT 1,1945 


Saipan 

Tinian 

Guam 

1st Battle Philli- 
pine Sea 


Western Carolines 


Leyte Operation 
Luzon-Formosa Strikes 
2nd Battle 
Phillipine Sea 
Ryuku/ Volcano Strikes 


L 


Pe!?e°p ,i0 " 

Ormoc Bay 



Mindoro Operation Lvngayen Gulf 
Uncle PIus J5 Resuppy L uz%n 

Okinawa Atruni Shima Khouri Shima 
KerajnaRhetto IfreyaShima 






*, 


? 



FROM THE 

Dean Mawdsley 
World War II Collection 


? 


PRESENTED TO THE 

J. Porter Shaw Library 
San Francisco Maritime NHP 

by the 

Associates of the 
National Museum Library 


r 


P5£3 

Division of Naval History 
Ships' Histories Section 
Bavy Department 


HISTORY QF USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD 590) 

During the World War U campaigns which brought her seven battle stars 
the destroyer PAUL HAMILTON fired over 19,000 rounds of five-inch ammunition in 
shore bombardment, shot down four planes unassisted, vn6 credited with assisting 
in the destruction of five others, and rescued 83 men from other ships. 

* The vessel, second of the name, was built by the Charleston Navy Yard, 
Charleston, South Carolina, where her keel was laid on 20 January 19^3* 

Launched on 7 April 1943, "the ship was sponsored by Mrs. William Dewar Gordon, 
a great-great-granddaughter of the ship's namesake, the Honorable Paul Hamilton, 
a former Secretary of the Navy. 

Paul Hamilton was born Jn St. Paul's Parish, South Carolina, in October 
of 1762 . He rendered important service, during the Revolution, and later served 
Q-s tie first comptroller of South Carolina from 1799 to 1804, greatly improving^ 
tne financial system of the state. He served as governor of the state from l804 
to 1806 and assumed the office of Secretary of the Navy in March, 1009, serving 
^til 1813 . He died at Beaufort, South Carolina, in l8l6. 

The fir3t ship to be named PAUL HAMILTON was DD 307, built by the Beth¬ 
lehem Shipbuilding Corporation at San Francisco, California, in 1918-1919* Her 
keel was laid 25 September 1918 and she was launched on 21 February 191 - 9 ) sponsor- 
ed by Mrs. Justine McGrath, daughter of the oditor of the San Francisco Examiner. 
Placsd in commission on 24 September 1920, she was sold on 27 January 1931* 

The USS HAMILTON DD l4l, was named in honor of Lieutenant Archibald 
H a mi lton, a son of the Honorable Paul Hamilton, who was onboard the UNITED STATES 
during her engagement with HBMS MACEDONIAN during the War of 1812. Lieutenant 
Hamilton was killed on board the PRESIDENT during the action between that vessel 
and the British ships of war ENDYMION and POMONA on 15 January l8l5« 

On 25 October 1943 the PAUL HAMILTON (DD 590) was placed in commission 
at the Navy Yard, Charleston, South Carolina, and Commander L.G. May, USN aRSumed 
command. After her fitting out and preliminary trials, the sleek new destroyer 
steamed to Bermuda for her 'shakedown cruise, designed to mold ship and ci'ew into 
a smoothly-functioning combat team. Pronounced fit on Christmas Day, she took 
her post-shekedown availabilty at Charleston and then began operations with the 
Operational Training Command, Atlantic Fleet, out of Norfolk, Virginia. 

Upon being relieved of this duty as a school ship, the PAUL HAMILTON set 
sail for the Pacific. Passing through the Panama Canal, she paused for a few 
days at Pearl Harbor and then continued on to the forward areas, joining Task 
Unit 16.7.1, a group of three oilers escorted by two DE's. Ey 16 June the group 
was °n station east of the Marianas to refuel the ships involved in the landings 
on Saipan. On the next day the PAUL HAMILTON'S crew got their first taste of 
action when fire was opened briefly on dive bombers and torpedo planes at extreme 
range. On the l8th two oiler6 were hit by enemy dive bombers. One plane was shot 
down. Saipan was the key to the inner defenses of Japan. Our assault there on 
15 June 1944 forced them to engage our fleet for the first time since the Battle 
of Midway. When the HARDER's activities forced the Japanese Fleet to sea its 
progress was reported by other picket submarines who on 19 June sank 2 of their 
carriers. Spruance wisely decided to cover the faipan landings rather than 
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search out the Japanese Fleet and dispatched Mitscher'6 powerful fast carrier 
force to the West. Battleships, cruisers and destroyers were deployed on a line 
15 miles in advance of the more vunerable carriers to meet the brunt of the 
expected air attack with their powerful AA batteries. Our fighters broke up 
raids 50 miles ahead of our surface units. Those that broke through were deci¬ 
mated by ship's gunfire. By the days end Mitscher's fighters hud destroyed 366 
Japanese planes in the air and 17 on the ground. Nineteen more were shoti down 
with gunfire. §ur own strike groups sank a carrier and d ama ged four others plus 
a battleship and cruiser, breaking the back of the Japanese Fleet which did not 
again seriously challenge our fleet until the Battle of Leyte Gulf. 

For the next five and one half months, until the end of November 19^, 
the ship operated with the logistics support groups. These ships; oilers, supply 
ships and escort carriers,rendezvoused repeatedly with the fast carriers of 
Task Force 58/38# supplying them with fuel, planes amd ammunition they needed 
to continue their relentless strikes against the enemy. Operating out of Guam 
Manus and Ulithi, the HAMILTON protected the vunerable tankers and carriers and 
transferred mail and parts throughout the fleet by high line. 

Another type of duty came her way at the end of November, however, when 
she was assigned to the SEVENTH Fleet. Now under command of Commander D. Carlson 
USN, she proceeded to Hollandia Joining the amphibious forces. Her first assign¬ 
ment was to escort a group of landing craft to Leyte Gulf, where she Joined a 
group whose duty it was to patrol the Gulf for protection from enemy surface 
vessels. On 12 December she got underway with Task Group 78.3 as a screening 
vessel in the Mindoro Assault Force. The disposition was formed up during the 
twilight and then proceeded south through Surigao Strait. 

The formation proceeded through the Mindanao Sea during the day, with 
no enemy contact until 1^50, when a suicide plane crashed into the flagship, 
the USS NASHVILLE,causing heavy casualties. Other snoopers were drivdn off by 
the combat air patrol or ship's gunfire. On the 15th the group arrived off the 
landing beaches on Mindanao. 

The initial bombardment and landing was unopposed, but at 0830 the enemy 
sent over a sixteen-plane raid, coming in low out ot the sun over Ilin island. 

She HAMILTON, being closest, opened fire at once and knocked down three planes. 

The Japanese succeeded in hitting two XST's and one destroyer. After patrolling 
off the beaches all day, the ship was attacked with temporary damages to the 
radar and torpedo director. Retiring with the LSTs, the destroyer was not attacked 
until the morning of the 17th when one enemy plane was seen to Jettison its bombs 
and crash a few minutes after being taken under fire. The formation arrived in 
San Pedro. Bay, Leyte, on 18 December L9Mv. 

On the 21st the ship, in company with the HALL and EDWARDS, got underway 
to escort 12 LSMs in a re-supply echelon to Ormoc Bay, on the opposite side of 
leyte. The mission was accomplished without incident. On the 27th she was 
ordered to Join Task Unit 78.3*15, o large re-supply echelon to Mindoro. 

First enemy air opposition appeared as the group proceeded through Surigao 
Strait. The weather did not permit a combat air patrol over the formation, and 
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so the enemy proceeded unopposed. On the morning of the 2Uth the IX 126 and the 
SS JOHN BURKE were hit by suicide planes. The merchantman exploded and disappear¬ 
ed, and the IX had to be abandonded nnd left to drift. Lutcr air cover was 
furnished the'convoy, greatly aiding In driving off the enemy plrinee. 

Fighting through 6everal attacks, the convoy reached Mindoro at daybreak 
on 30 December 1944 and began unloading with no opposition until lbOO, when four A 
dive bombers attacked. One dropped his bomb over a merchantman and then flew 
directly toward the PAUL HAMILTON, whose guns immediately took him under fire. 
Hugging the water, he miGsed the ship by about 20 Feet in making his escape. 

During the some attack the USS PRINGLE qwac hit by a suicide plane and the USS 
GANSEVGORT by a bomb. The LSTs unloaded an hour and a half later and the return 
voyage began, interrupted by only one plane contact. The group anchored in 
Leyte Gulf on 1 January 19^5* 

The destroyer,after taking aboard fuel and ammunition, 6ortied from 
Leyte Gulf with Tack Unit 77.2.1 on 3 Jonuary, steaming through Surigao and the 
Mindanao- Sea, north through the Sulu Sea and the South China Sea to Lingayen 
Gulf. The approach was bitterly contested by Japanese Kamikazes. The USS 
•MMANEY BAY had to be sunk after a Kamikaze attack on the 4th, and on the 5th, 
the HMAS AHUNTA, USS SAVO ISLAND, STAFFORD and MANILA MY were hit, the 
BTAFFORD being badly damaged. 

Upon arriving off the objective on 6 January, the PAUL HAMILTON was as- 
sighed to the carrier screen, operating to the west. Flight operations were 
made without interference, although a strong wind hampered t . • missions. 

On 14 January the ship rescued three airmen from the USS SHAMROCK BAY, bring¬ 
ing them aboard uninjured. Four days later she retired to Mangarin Bay, 

Mindoro, for replenishment. On the 21st she 6et course for Son Pedro Bay and 
from there proceeded to Ulithi. 

After training with Underwater Demolition » Teams, the chip got under¬ 
way with Task''Group 52.19 on 19 February, bound for the invasion of Iwo Jima. 
During the invasion, the PAUL HAMILTON performed practically every task that 
could be assigned to a destroyer. She screened heavy units, supported mine¬ 
sweepers andUDT operations, fired Shore bombardment, rescued downed pilots, and 
transferred supplies to the escort carriers covering the operation. It was 
not until 9 March that she formed up with the escort carriers to return to 
Ulithi. 

In ten days time the ship had completed her repairs, refueling and load¬ 
ing ammunition and supplies arid training for a new amphibious assault -• the 
biggest one of the Pacific war. On 21 March she steamed out of the harbor with ,, 
Task Force 5**# bound for Okinawa. The approach to the objective was made on 
the 24th. , 

Routine escort duties were the HAMILTON'S assignment at Okinawa, but 
with Kamikazes attacking continuously, nothing was routine. On 30 March the 
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ship got in sane gunnery practice with night harassing fire and illumination cf 
the landing beaches, starting several fires. On the 31st she performed similar 
tasks and then on the morning of 1 April 1945# provided fire support for the 
initial landings on Okinawa. At 1300, after 18 consecutive hours at general 
quarters, the ship's crew was given a chance to rest. She continued with her 
fire support missions and escort duties until 6 April, when she was forced to 
retire to Kerama Retto for fuel, Constant air attacks kept her from doing so, 
as suicide planes hit an LST, and ammunition ship and a Victory ship at the 
anchorage. It was not until the next morning that she was able to go along¬ 
side the tanker. 

More patrolling and shore bombardment followed, with the PAUL HAMILTON 
pounding away at any enemy military activity within range. On 15 May, however, 
she was given 72 hours of tender availability alongside the HAMUL in Kerama 
Retto, for the first break in the nigged routine of shore bombardment, patrol 
and escort duties. 

On 31 May 1945 the ship got underway to capture Iheya Shima, a small 
island northwest of Okinawa. Ships involved included the PAUL HAMILTON, CONVERSE, 
WIGGS, BEALE and DALY, who were to give fire^support to the landings. Bad 
visibility caused the ships to be called back, however, but on 3 June the land¬ 
ings were made against practically no opposition. After furnishing a 
vigorous shore bombardment, the PAUL HAMILTON took up radar picket duty until 
anchoring in Kerama Retto on 7 June. 

A similar attack was made against Aguni Shima on 9 June. The entire 
operation from the time the ships opened fire until the island was secure took 
only an hour and five minutes.’ Then, on 17 June, the ship left Okinawa in 
company with the VINCENNES for Pearl Harbor, via Guam and Eniwetok. From 
Pearl Harbor the ship was routed to San Diego, California, arriving on 8 July 
1945 to begin a-*, routine overhaul. When hostilities with Japan were halted on 
14 August 1945, the 6hip wa6 in drydock. ‘ > • 

The USS PAUL HAMILTON earned seven Battle Stars on the Asiatic-Pacific 
Area Service Medal for participation in the following operations: 

1 6tar/Marianas Operation 

Capture and occupation of Saipan — 16 June to 5 August 1944 

Battle of the Philippine Sea, 19-20 June 1944 

Capture and occupation of Guam — 12 July - 5’August 1944 

1 Star/W e stern Caroline Islands Operation 

Assaults on the Philippine Islands -- 9*24 September 1944 

1 8tar/Leyte Operation 

Northern Luzon and Formosa attacks — 11 to 14 October 1944 
Luzon Attacks — 15, 18-19 October 1944 

1 Star /Luzon operation 

Mindoro landings — 12 to 18 December 1944 
Lingayen Gulf landings -- 4 to 18 January 1945 
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1 Star/lvo Jima operation 

Assaults and occupation of Ivo Jima — 16 February to 10 March 1945 
1 3tar/0kinava Gunto Operation 

Assault and occupation of Okinawa Gunto -- 25 March to 17 June 1945 
1 Star/Tinian capture and occupation — 20 July to 5 August 1945 


#*#**♦#*** 


STATISTICS 


OVERALL LENGTH 


376 feet 


BEAM 


39 feet 


SPEED 


35 knots 


DISPLACEMENT 


2050 tons 

l6 officers and 309 men 


COMPLEMENT 


************ 


Compiled: 24 February 1954 














C0PY U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON CDD590) 

A16-3/DD590 Fleet Post Office 

Serial: 013 New York, N. Y. 


C.-0. 


November 1943 




» 


From: The Commanding Officer 

To : The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet. 

Reference: (a) Cominch FF1/A12-1/A16-3. Serial 7152 29 Oct 1943. 


Subject? 


War Diary - October 1943 


October 25 


October 26 
to 

October 31 


Captain G E Baker, USN, Captain of the Charleston Navy 
^rd, South Carolina, read a letter from the Chief of 
Naval Operations directing the cmmissioning of the ship. 
Commander L.G. May, USN, assumed command and the watch 
was set. 

Moored starboard side to Pier 314, Berth D-6 Navy Yard 
Charleston SC with six wire lines. Receiving all service 
from the dock. Various units of the United States and 
Allied Fliets present in company. 

Assumed military Guard duty fro the Navy Yard 


* 

/s/ l. G. MAY 


* 


COPY 


A16-3/DD590 U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD 590) 

Serial 019 Fleet Post Office 

New Y!rk, N. Y. 

0_ N_ D_ E_ N T I A L December 194 3 


From: The Commanding Officer 

To: The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet 

Subject:WarQiary - November 1943 


Ref: (a) Cominch FF1/A12 -1/A16-3. Serial 7152 29 Oct 1943 

November 1 Standing out Cooper River conducting test runs 
November 2 Same as before. 


November 3, In Drydock #1 Charletont SC with USS INch DD 146. 
4, and 5 


November 6 Underway conducting Trial Runsl 

November 7, Moored starboard side to Pier 314 Berth D-2 Navy Yard 
abd 8 Charleston SC. Yard Tug Black Fox scraped port side 

aft of bridge causing noticeable scraping of paint but 
no structural damage. 

November 9 Underwy to commence practice firing of all batteries 
and depth charges. Structural tests satisfactory. 
Returned to berth at Charleston Navy Yard. 

November 10 Conducting sea trials on various courses and speeds. 
Returned to Berth at Charleston Navy Yard. 

November 11 Moored as before. 


» 


* 




November 12 Underway conducting sea trials at various speeds and 
courses. Returned to Berth at Charleston Navy Yard 

November 13 

to 19th Moored as before. 

November 20 At 1015 underway for shakedown trials, at 1250 set 

condition II Mike steaming watch and material condition 
Baker. All engines ahead full (19 knots) course 090°. 
Commenced zig zagging in accordace with USN Zig Zag plan 
# 6 . 

A 

November 21 Steaming independently on course 090° (T) at full speed. 

At 0030 set clocks ahead one half hour to +31/2 zone 
time. At 1326 exhanged calls with ship identified as 
USS Putnamn DE 152. At 1830 all hands to General Quarters. 
At 1857 secured from General Quarters set condition II, 
Watch 1. 


(1) 



COPY 

A16-3 /DD59Q 
Serial 019 


U S S PAUL HAMILTON (DD 590) 
c/o Fleet Post Office 
New York N Y 

confidential 

Subject: War Diary - November 1943 (Continued) 


November 22 Steaming as before. At 1005 made sound contact, aneuver- 
ing on various courses to investigate. 1014 all hands to 
» General Quarters. 1016 Secured from General Quarters. 

Sound contact proving false. Land sighted at 163°(T) 

At 1341 Pilot R H Kennedy came abord and took con. 
Standing in channel to Bermuda harbor. Moored alongside 
USS Alstair. 

November 23 Moored alongside USS Alstair, Bermuda Harbor. 

Novmeber 24 Underway at various courses and speeds. Sighted Fighting 
French submarine AMAZON and commenced practice runs on 
submarine. Returned to berth at Bermuda Harbor alongside 
USS TAYLOR (DD551). 

November 25 Underway on various courses and speeds conducting 
scheduled exercises. Returned to berth. 

November 26 Underway to conduct ASW exercides with USS R-7. Returned 
to berth alongside USS TAYLOR (DD551) 

November 27 Underway to conduct RDF calibration. Returned to berth 
alongside USS TAYLOR (DD551) 

November 28 Underway and rendezvous with USS WADLEIGH (DD )to 
and 29th conduct towing exercises, mail transfer, visit and search 
and torpedo runs. Returned to berth in Bermuda Harbor 
alongside USS TAYLOR (DD 551). 

November 30 Moored alongside USS TAYLOR (DD551), Bermuda Harbor. 


/s/ L. G. MAY 




* 
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A16-s/dd590 U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Serialt 020 e/o Fleet Post Office 

DECLASSIFIED *" I « ric M. 

C^ <^M-FlL<^5t-Mr3r4. A L * J«nu»ry 1944 


Promt To® Commanding Offioer* 

To t The Cotanander-in-Chief, Uni tad Stataa Fleet* 

Subjeot* War Diary - Dooember 1945* 

Reference* (a) Coninoh FP1 /a 12-1/U6-3 # Serial 7152, 29 Oot. 1943. 


ti 



Deoember 1* 

Daoanbar 2* 

Daoaobar 5* 

Daoaobar 4* 
Daoanbar 6* 


Daoanbar 6. 


Daoaobar 7« 


Daoanbar 8* 


Daoanbar 9* 


Operating in training areas south of Bermuda oon- 
dooting training axaroiaaa as directed by Con Task 
Group 25*1* S.R.P. aaneallad due to rough mater* 

Operating as before* Fired S*R*P* preparation 
firing, expending 44 rounds 6"/38 eal* JUL common 
projectiles* 

Operating as before* Fired effloial S.R.P., ex¬ 
panding 44 rounds Z m /Z8 oal* AX oommon projeotilas* 

Moored Great Sound Bermuda. 

Underway oonduoting training exeroisos* Fired 
Radar calibration praotioe expending 60 rounds 
Z m /ZQ oal* AJl common projootiles* Fired night 
illuminating praotioe expending 5 rounds 6V38 
eal* illuminating projeotilas* 

Operating as before* Fired day spotting praotioe 
expending 25 rounds 6 m /Z8 oal* JUL oommon projectiles* 
Fired night illumination praotioe expending 7 rounds 
6"/Z8 oal* illuminating projeotilas* 

Operating as before* Fired LCBP expending 40 rounds 
6"/ZQ oal* AX oommon projootiles* Fired JLABP "B" 
expending 419 rounds 40mm ammunition/ 508 rounds 20mm 
HST ammunition and 657 rounds 20mm HEI ammunition* 

Moored Great Sound Bermuda* Conduoted parts 1*2 and 
S Damage Control Inspeotion. 

Underway bonduoiing trilhinfeQsxeroises* Fired night 
illuminatioa praotioe expending 19 rounds 5 m /ZQ oal* 
illuminating projootiles* 


Deoember 10* Operating as before* 

SB! 


G2087 
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Al6-3/fa)590 U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) agjc 

Serialt 020 °/° Poet Offloe 

lew York City, H.Y. 


C-0-B-7-I-D-B-I-T-I-A-L 6 January 1944, 

Subject! War Diary - Deoeaber 1943 (Continued)* 


Deoenber 11* Moored Great Sound Bermuda* 

December 12* Underway conducting training exeroieea* 

December 13* Operating aa before* Conduoted Shore Bombardment 
Bxeroisc, no aammitlon expended* 

Deoember 14* Operating as before* 

Deoeaber 15* Operating as before* Fired AABP B-2 expending 60 
rounds 5 a /SQ eal* JUL ooamon projeotiles* Fired 
JULBP "3" expending 75 rounds 5"/38 oal. AA ooamon 
projeotiles* 

Deoenber 16* Operating as before* Fired AABP *T" expending 75 
rounds 6*/Z3 oal* AA ooamon projeotiles, 452 
rounds 40m ammunition, 266 rounds SET 20m aa> 
■unltion and 510 rounds ESI 20m assaunition* 

* Deoenber 17* Operating as before* 

Deoenber 18* Moored Great Sound Benaxda* 

Deo ember 19* Underway conducting training oxeroises* 

Deoenber 20* Operating as before* Dropped full pattern depth 
charges expending 9 Mark 711 depth charges and 
S Mark 71 depth charges* 

• 

Deoenber 21* Moored Great Sound Berxsuda* Conduoted Fart 17 
Damage control practice, USS HOBMAB SCOTT DD690 
assisting ship* 

Deoenber 22* Underway eonduoting A*S*W* exercises* 

Deoenber 23* Operating as before* 

Deo«d>er 24* Moored Great Sound Beraoda* 

Deoenber 25* Moored as before* Commander Task Group 23*1 con¬ 
ducted final material and personnel inspection 
of ship* Training period completed* Underway for 
post shakedown availability at Mary Yard Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina* 
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118-3/^590 U.S.S. 'PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) *6* 

Serial; 020 a/o Fleet Poet Office 

lew York City. V.Y. 


C-Q-l-y-I-D-S-l-T-I-A-I. 5 January 1944. 

Subject* Ter Diary - December 1943 (Continued). 


I 

!> 


Deoeaber 26. Xoroute Charleston S.C. Can ducted four hour full 
power run (381 rpn). Dropped full pattern depth 
ehargea at ■inlinm epeed in accordance with cur¬ 
rent Dealoat instructions. Expended 6 Uarlc TI 
depth chargas and 6 Mark YII depth charges. Moored 
lawy Yard Charleston. South Carolina. 


December 27. lory Yard Arailibility. upkeep and repair. 


Deoenber 28. " 
Deoeaber 29. * 
Dec saber SO. * 
Deoeaber 81. * 
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*16-3/10590 U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) agk 

Serials Q30 e/o Fleet Boat Office 

Hew Tork City, H.I. 

BECLASSIFtED 

3 February 1944. 


From: The Commanding Officer* 

To t The Consnander-in-Chief, United States Fleet* 

Subjects War Diary - January 1944* 

Reference* (a) Coainch FF1/A12-1/A16-3, Serial 7152, 29 Oct, 1943. 

1-7 January Boat Shakedown Availability period, Moored 
Navy lard. Charleston, S.C* 

7 - 8 January Underway singly enroute Naval Operating Base, 
Norfolk, Virginia* 

6 - 31 January Operating in Lower Chesapeake Bay area as a 

unit of DD Training Organization* Temporarily 
attached to ComDesRon 18* 


25 January 


Fired Shore Bombardment Practice on Bone 
Island, Chesapeake Bay* Expended 43 rounds 
AA Common 5"/38 projectiles* 


















1 


A16-3/ED590 
Serial: 039 


U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
c/o Fleet Post Office 
Hew York City, N.Y. 


agk 



DECLASSff®® 

UC -^ C-O-N-F-I 


C-O-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L 


3 March 1944. 


093S9 


From: 

To : 

Subject: 

Reference: 

1-6 


kh< 
J Th( 


a Commanding Officer. 

The Comraandej>*in-Chief, United States Fleet, 

War Diary - February 1944, 

(a) Cominch FF1/A12-1/A16-3, Serial 7152, 29 Oct. 1943. 

February Operating under Commander Operational Training 
Command, Atlantic Fleet and ComDesRon 18, in 
Lower Chesapeake Bay Area, as a unit of DD 
afloat training unit, 

6-27 February Commanding Officer, U.S.S, Paul Hamilton, re¬ 
lieved ComDesRon 18 as Commander DD afloat 
training unit - Operations continued as before. 

17 February Fired Day Spotting practice expending 23 rounds 

5"/38 AA common projectiles. Fired 90 rounds 
40mm and 360 rounds 20mm ammunition at battle 
raft to test operation of guns. 

18 February Fired AA "Baker" practice expending 50 rounds 

5"/38 AA common projectiles. Fired AALE prac¬ 
tice "Hypo" expending 439 rounds 40mm and 1000 
rounds 20mm ammunition. 

22 February Fired AA practice "Hypo" expending 75 rounds 

5"/38 AA common projectiles. Fired AAtE prac¬ 
tice "T2" expending 157 rounds 40mra and 240 
rounds 20mm ammunition. 


23 February 


Fired SRP(B) expending 40 rounds 5"/38 BI&P 
projectiles. Fired AAIC practice "G" expend¬ 
ing 475 rounds 40mm and 840 rounds 20mm ammu¬ 
nition. 


25 February Fired AA practice "George" expending 44 rounds 
5"/38 AA common projectiles. Fired AALG prac¬ 
tice "Hypo" expending 390 rounds 40mm and 490 
rounds 20mm ammunition. 

26. February. Fired Shore Bombardment expending 54 rounds 
' ’ 5"/l$ AA ^omn»n projectiles. 

27 - 29 February ComDesRon 18 resumed command of DD afloat train¬ 
ing unit. Operations continued as before. 


66068 
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A16-3/DD690 U. S. 8. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

g«rial» 055 o/o Fleet Po3t Offloe 

He* York City, I.Y. 

DECLASSIFIED 

C-O-H-F-I-D-B-S-T-I-A-t 
Promt .The Commanding Officer. 

To > \The Coramander-in-Chiof, United State# Fleet. 



5 April 1944. 


agk 


Subjeot* War Diary - Maroh 1944. 

Referenoet (a) Cominoh FF1 /a12-1/a 16-3, Serial 7152, 29 Oct. 1943. 


1-31 Maroh Operating under Commander Operational Training 

Command, Atlantio Fleet and ComDesRon 13 in Lower 
Chesapeake Bay Area, as a unit of Destroyer Afloat 
Training Unit. 

1 Maroh Conduoted Day Spotting Praotioe, expending 25 rounds 
5"/38 caliber AA ooramon projectiles, 430 rounds 40mm 
ammunition and 780 rounds 20mm ammunition. 

3 Maroh Conduoted Looal Control Battle Praotioe, expending 
IS rounds 5"/38 oaliber BLIP projectiles. 

9 Maroh Conducted Radar Calibration Praotioe, expending 60 
rounds 6"/38 oaliber AA oornnon projectiles. 

11 Maroh Conduoted Experimental Shore Bombardment Praotioe on 
Bloodsworth Island, expending 62 rounds 5"/38 oaliber 
AA oommon projectiles. 

22 Maroh Commanding Offioer U.S.S. Paul Hamilton relieved 

ComDesRon 18 as Commander Destroyer Afloat Training 
Unit. 

28 Maroh Conduoted AA "B2" praotioe, expending 50 rounds 5"/38 
oaliber AA oornnon projectiles. Conducted AA "Hypo" 
praotioe, expending 231 rounds 40mm ammunition and 
600 rounds 20mm ammunition. 

30 Maroh Conduoted Local Control Battle Praotioe, expending 16 
rounds 5"/38 oaliber BLAP projectiles. 



63590 MC3 
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A16-3/fo290 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
a/o Fleet Port Qffioe 
Sew Torfc City. I.T. 




;: 


JUNiii44 


C-O-S-F-I-D-M-f-I-A-L 


4 Hoy 1944. 


Frau Tli* Ccwmandlng Officer. 

To t Tli* Oomwidor-in-CMef. Uni tod States Pleat. 

Subject! *sr Diary - April 1944. 

Reference* (a) Cwdadh m/klZ-l/ilt-S, Serial 7152. 29 Oct. 1943. 

1 •IS April Operating under Ccisinender Operational Training 
Cremand. Atlantic Fleet, in lower Chesapeake 
Bay Area, as a unit of Destroyer Afloat Training 
Unit. 

4 April Conducted AA Practice *S” expending 25 rounds 
5"/38 caliber AA cannon projectiles. 


i 

t. 


< April Conducted AA Praotiee "T" expending 42 rounds 

5"/36 caliber AA eoaaon projectiles, 584 rounds 
40xm aassanitien and 720 rounds 20nsa asnamition. 

19 April Commanding Offioer U.8.S. HAIZS relieved the 

Coranndlng Offioer U.S.S. PAUL HAUIUOH as Com- 
nander Destroyer Afloat Training Unit. Datered 
lavy Tsrd. lorfolk, Virginia, for tires (3) day 
availability. 

23 April Lsft Ussy Yard. Horfolk, availability ooapleted. 

aoored I.O.B.. Iorfolk, for supplies, fuel and 
provisions. 

24 April Reported Comanding Offioer. U.S.S. HOBRARA 

(A072) for duty as esoort. 

25 April Underlay la eosjrxny -with U.S.S. 8TEILST (DE128) 

as a part of task foroo 29.6.1 escorting U.S.S* 
H0E2ASA (A072) and U.S.S. ETOEUS (A069). enroute 
Vorfolk. Virginia - Canal Zone via Arabs D.ta.I. 
in accordance with operation order 1-44. Coaraand- 
lng Offioer. U.S.S. HOBRAJU. 3.O.P.A. 


2000 LCT Posit 

26 Apr. 0300 Posit 
1200 • 

74451 8000 

11H 

ILLi- 


F 



55° 58.7*1 
55 53 
55 01.4 
53 09.5 


•1» 


73° S7*W 
70 77 
69 37.1 
69 54 


J 

Vi * 

N. 0 


/ 
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A16-3/DD5SO U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

S«rlalt 064 e/o Fleet Post Office 

lew York City, I.T* 


C-O-I-F-I -O-IH-T-I-A-L 


4 Kay 1944* 


Subject) War Diary - April 1944* (continued) 


2? Apr* 0800 Posit 

SO® 

11*2'1 

69® 

16* K 

1200 

• 

29 

08*6 

69 

02 

2000 

• 

27 

10 

68 

61 •3~' 

28 Apr* 0800 

• 

24 

15*4 

68 

32*2 

1200 

m 

23 

13*7 

68 

16*7 

2000 

m 

21 

20*9 

68 

01*5 

29 Apr* 0800 

n 

18 

82 

67 

41*8 

1200 

■ 

17 

48*7 

68 

21*4 

2000 

m 

15 

59*5 

68 

54 

80 Apr* 0800 

m 

18 

07*8 

69 

39 


Arrived St* lioholas, Aruba D.W.I. 


ask 














r 

(■ 


* •* r —* 


i 


. TJD5S0/a16-5 

Serial* 071 

^CL4SSIFCD 

UORFIDENTIAL 


CONHdy liAl 



U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

•/• FPO, SIS FEAHCISCO* CALI?. * jpn ^ 

" I 

_ if 

4 June 1044. / 


Prom* 

To * 

The Comaanding Offioer. 

The Connander in Chief, United 8tates Fleet. 

Subject* 

bar Diary - May 1944. 

Reference! 

(a) Coalnoh ltr. FF1 /a12-1/a 16-3, sort 7162 of 

29 October 1943. 

(b) CinCPao oonf. ltr. 2CL-44 of 1 January 1944. 

T.U. 29.6.1 

1 May 1944. 

ZD(plus 4i) 

Moored in St. Nioolai Bay* Aruba* H.M.I.* with Task Unit 29.6.1* 
C.T.U. (Comdr. J. Marts, Jr.* USSR) whioh oonaists of U.S.S. BIOBRARA 
(A072)* U.S.S. EHOREB (A069)* U.S.S. STEWART (DE238). jLt 1116 the 
task unit got underway for the Canal Zone by authority of Operation 
Order 1-44 of C.T.U. 29.6.1. 

Position* 

0800 - 18° 03* 30” X 

710 55» 60" W 

T.U. 29.6.1 

2 May 1944. [ 

ZD(plus 4s) 

At 1435 a sound oontaot with the echo ranging gear was pioked up 
bearing 266o(T)„ range 2700 yards. We dropped a six (6) oharge pattern 
with medium depth setting with negative results* and after thorough 
searohing of the area we took station in soreen. At 1600 ohanged to 
ZDCplus 5). 

Position* 

0800 - 12<> 16* V 

740 37* 16" W 

1200 - 110 67* 16" ■ 

75° 27* a 

2000 - 110 10* 46" X 

770 21* 60" is 

T.U. 29.6.1 

3 May 1944. 

ZD(plus 5) 


At 1207 we passed the breakwater at Cooo Solo* Canal Zone and 
proceeded through the Panama Canal to X.O.B.* Balboa* Canal Zone. 

F a. -.Position* 0800 - 10« 03* 80” V 

FFJ I o = 1 790 84* 28” W 

Li'. OJ 75674 

—, -1- 


u 




l 
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DD590/A16-3 
SerUlt 071 


U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
o/o FPO, SAH FHAICI3C0, CALI?. 


ijpm 


COWFIDENTIAL 


4 June 1944 



Subjeot* 


Bar Diary - Kay 1944. 


T.G. 12.5 
4-5 Hay 1944 


ZD(plue 5) 


Ho ored as before in Balboa Harbor. At 1600 Task Group 12.5 consisting 
of U.S.S. HIOBBABA (A072) C.T.O. (Comdr. Haiti, USN), U.S.S. ENOREE (A069) 
got underway for Pearl Harbor, T.H. in aooordanoe with ComFacSeaFron despatch. 


061328. 


Position* 2000 - 08° 13* 10" I 

790 28* 10 " W 


T.G. 12.5 
6 Hay 1944 


ZD(plus 6 ) 


One 300 pound Uk 6 depth oharge was aooidently discharged in 1000 
fathom of water at D.R. position! 07® 00* 70" I, 82° 01* 45" IT. 

Position* 0800 - 07° 02' I 

81<> 36' a 

1200 - 70 00» 00" I 
82<> jo* 45" ■ 

2000 - 06° 49' 30" I 

T.G. 12.5 

7 Hay 1944 ZD(plus 5) 

Position* 0800 - 07° 36' 00 " I 

87® 12* 12" k 
1200 - 07° 56* 30" 1 
88 ° 02 ' 00 " u 
2000 - 080 38' H 
89° 40* W 

T.G. 12.5 

8 Hay 1944. ZD(plus 5) 

At 1530 ohanged Zone Desoription to (plus 8 ). 

Position* 0800 - 09° 38» H 

920 18 » * 

1200 - 09° 67* 30" I 
93° 18* 00" M 
2000 - 100 40* 00" V 
960 id* 20 " is 


2 
















DD590/a16-3 
8 «rl&Is 071 

co nf id en tial 


U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) w> 
o/o FPO SAN FRANCISCO, CALI?. 


4 June 1944 



War Diary - Hay 1944 


T.O. 12.6 
9 May 1944 


ZD(plus 6 ) 


Positionst 0800 - 11° 40* H 

97° 47* 5" W 
1200 - 12° 12* N 
98g 4 5 t ji 
2000 - 12 53' H 

100° 33* 46" W 

T. G. 12.5 ZD(plus G) 

10 May 1944 

At 1505 had SG radar oontaot bearing 284°(T), 37,300 yards which 

upon investigation proved to be the Horweigan whaler "Sir James Ross 

Clark". 

Positions* 0800 13° 53' 10" N 
103° 13* 30" W 
1200 14° 07* H 
104° 11* W 
2000 14° 37» SO"! 

105° 66 ' W 

T.O. 12.5 ZD(plue 6 ) 

11 May 1944 

At 1500 changed tone description to (plus 7) 

Positions* 0800 16° 26* 00 " N 
108° 33’ 30" W 
1200 16° 48* H 

109° 31' 16" * 

2000 16° 16' 20 " V 

T.G. 12.5 11° 42' 46" W ZD(plus 7) 

12 May 1944 

Positions* 0800 16° 64' I 
114° 32' « 

1200 170°11' N 
1150 28.7V 
2000 17° 26' 50" I 
117° 26' 10" W 


-3 
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U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) w> 
o/o FPO SAB FRABCISCO, CALIF. 


TO590/A16-5 
Seriali 071 


. 4 June 1944 



War Diary - Hay 1944 


T.G. 12.5 


2D(plus 7) 


IS Key 1944 

At 0840 ooumtBnced fueling from the U.S.S. EHOREE using the stern method. 

At 1215 ceased fueling and maneuvered to resume position in convoy. 

Reoeived 85.775 gallons. 

Positions* 0800 17° 69' 10* H 
120° 16* 10" W 
1200 18° 10* H 
1200 60» W 
2000 18° 29• 50" B 
122° 59» 50" W 

T.G. 12.5 ZD (plus 7) 

14 May 1944 

At 1500 ohanged Zone Description to (plus 8). 

Positions* 0800 19° 06’ H 
* 125° 44* W 

1200 19° 15* 50" H 

126® 441 20" IN 
2000 19° 44' 30" V 
129° 00* 00" A 

T.G. 12.6 ZD (plus 8) 

15 May 1944 

At 1400 fire anti-airoraft praotioe at balloons expending 261 rounds 

40mm; and 720 rounds 20 nan. 

Positions* 0800 20° 21' 15" N 
1320 oi» 00" ii 
1200 200 23' 40" H 
133° 13' 45" W 
2000 20° 40’ 30" I 
136° 10' 16" * 
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A13-3/DD590 
8 # rials 071 


U. S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ^ m 

«/o VPO 811 FEAHCI8C0, CALIF. 


COHFIDZHTIAL 


COHFIDZHTIAL 


4 June 1944 



War Diary - May 1944 


T.O. 12.5 


ZD(plui 8) 


16 May 1944 

At 1510 fired anti-airoraft praotiea at balloons aspending 100 rounds 
40sm and 544 rounds 20aa. 

Positions* 0800 21° 07* 60" N 

138° 16* 55" W 
1200 21° 16* 16" M 

139° 26' 40" IH 
2000 21° 51* 30" M 
141° 26* 26" 

T.O. 12.5 ZD(plus 8) 

17 May 1944 

At 1100 fired anti-airoraft praetioe expending 15 rounds 6"/36 oal. 

A«A* common# At 1600 obangad Zone Description to (plus 9). 

Positions* 0800 2l°57» 10" N e 


144° 54* 10" * 
1200 21° 51.6* I 
145° 55.6* 1* 
2000 21° 61* V 

147° 69* 20" a 


ZD(plus 9) 


T.O. 12.6 


18 May 1944 

At 1100 ooxmnenoed firing anti-airoraft praotioe expending 6 rounds 
6"/38 oal. Li. oonsaon, 100 rounds 40sn aararmition and 240 rounds of 20n 
li in It ion. At 1600 changed Zone Description to (plus 9&). 

Positions* 0800 21° 44* V 
151° 07* W 
1200 21° 43* 16" H 
152° 12* 40* W 
2000 21° 37* 50" ¥ 

164° 19* 46" i 


i 
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A16-5/bD690 
Serial* 071 


U. S. 8. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
•/© FPO SAX 7BAICI8C0, CALIF. 


8 ! 


IHFIB S S TIAL 


4 June 1944 


l! 

'dbjeott 


War Diary - May 1944 


T.O. 12.6 
19-21 May 1944 


ZD(plus 9%) 


Arrived at Penrl Harbor and at 1210 aoored alongside U.S.S. HALL (DD583) 
In berth 1-2, and ims release# from esoort duty by C.T.G. 12.6. 


21-24 May 1944 


ZD(plus9^) 


Shifted berths and scored alongside the U.S.S. PIEDMONT (AD17) for three 
days tende r availability. 


24-29 May 1944 

Shifted bertha to Z-2. 
29 May 1944 


ZD(plus9^) 

ZD(plue9a) 


At 1430 vs are underway fron Pearl Harbor with Task Unit 16.6.6 in 
aooordanoe with C.T.F. 16, Operation Order 102-44. The Task Unit consists of 
U.S.S. CAPPS (DB5&D), TJ.S.S. C H A H lj KIJ’ iUii (AV10) (C.T.U., Captain 1f.L Goodney, 
USE), U.S.S. MAZAMi (AB9) and U.S.S. ALDER AH AIT (AF10). 


Position* 2000 20° 37.3* V 
168° 00.6* W 


T.U. 16.6.6 
30 May 1944 


ZD(plus9^) 


At 1926 ohanged Zone Description to (plus 10). 


0800 

19° 07* V 


160° 20.8* « 

1200 

18° 15* V 


161° 11.6* W 

2000 

18° 18.6* I 


163° 08.1* V 


T.U. 16.6.6 
81 May 1944 


ZD(pluslO) 


At 1925 changed Zone Description to (plus 10a). 


mi CinCPao 


0800 

170 18.2* H 


106° 61.2 » 

1200 

16° 66.6' H 


166° 68' b 

2000 

16° 16.5 I 


168° 38.7 * 



r 


V 
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DD590/A16-3 
Serial* 074 




17 


U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD59 
e/o FPO, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 



1 July 1944 

Cojim&nding Officer.''" 

Commander in Chief, United States Fleet. 

Diary - June 1944* 

CominCh ltr FF1/A12-1/A16-3, aerial 7152 of 
29 October 1943. 

CinCPac conf ltr 2CL-44 of 1 January 1944. 

ZD (plus lOj) 


% Proceading in company with Task Unit 16.6.6 consisting of 
U.S.S. CHANDELEUR (AV10) (C.T.U. Capt. W.K. Goodney, USN), U.S.S. 
ALDE3ARAN (AF10), U.S.S. UAZAMA (AE9) with U.S.S. CAPPS (DD550), 
and U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) as escorts in accordance with 


CTF 16 Operational Order #102-44. At 1925 changed to Zone Descrip- 

tion (plus 11). 




Poe it ion r 

0800 

15-07 

N 



171-26 

W 


1200 

14-47 

N 



172-18 

W 


2000 

14-02 

N 

- 


174-11 

7T 


T.U. 16.6.6 ZD (plus ll) 

2 June 1944 



From* 

The 

To* 

The 

Subject* 

War 

Reference* 

(a) 


(b) 


T.U. 16.6.6 
1 June 1944 


At 1925 changed to Zone Description plus ll£. 

Position: 0800 12-49 N 

176- 54 W 

1200 12-28 N 

177- 41 W 
11-38 N 

179-35 W 


T.U. 16.6.6 ZD (plus ll£) 

3 June 1944. 


FI 


p r^os it ion* 


At 1925 changed to Zone Description plus 12. 

0800 10-26 N . 

177-48 E 
1200 10-01 N 

176-53 E 

80148 2000 9-10 N 

174-03 E 




• 1 - 










ED590/A16-3 
Serial* 074 

CONFIDENTIAL 


U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) w i m 
c/o FPO, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


1 July 1944 

Subject: War Diary - June 1944* 


T.U, 16.6.6 

4 June 1944 2D (plus 12) 


At 1400 U.S.S. MAZAMA (AE9) proceeded independently from Task Unit to 
enter the harbor at Majuro Atoll. 

Positions* 0800 07-50 N 

172-33 E 
1200 7-00 N 

172-00 E 
2000 7-53 N 

170-07 E 

T.U. 16.6.6 2D (plus 12) 

5 June 1944 / 


Arrived at Kwajalein Atoll and was detached from Task Unit 16.6.6 and 
assigned temporary duty with Task Group 57.7* 


T.G. 57.7 

6 June 1944 ZD (plus 12) 

Anchored at Kwajalein Atoll. 

T.G. 57.7 

7 June 1944. ZD (plus 12) 

At 0100 changed date to 8 June 1944 and Zone Description to minus 11. 


T.G. 57.7. 

8-9 June 1944 ZD (-11) 

Anchored at Kwajalein Atoll* 

T.G. 57.7 

10 June 1944 ZD (-11) 

Detached from temporary duty with Task Group 57.7 and proceeding to 
Eniwetok Atoll in accordance with Port Director's (Kwajalein) despatch 090102. 

Positions* 1200 8-50 N 

167-42 E 
2000 8-46 N 

165-27 E 


11 June 1944 


ZD (-11) 


Arrived at Eniwetok Atoll and reported to C.T.U. 16.7.1 








\ 


DD690/A16-3 U. 8. 8. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) w> 

Serial: 074 e/o FPO, BIN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

CONFIDENTIAL 1 July 1944 

Subject: War Diary - June 1944. 


11 June 1944 (contd) Poaitioni 0800 11-08 H * 

162-46 E 

* 

12 June 1944 ZD -11 

Anchored at Eaiwetok Atoll. 

IS June 1944 ZD -11 

At 0640 got underway in aceordanoe with Operation Order 115-44 and 
took station in Task Unit 16.7.1 consisting of USS SARANAC (A074),(CTU 
i 16.7.1), USS NESHANIC (AO 71), USS SAUGATUCK (AQ76), USS SWEARER (DE186), 

and USS MILES (DE183). 

Positions: 1200 11-30 N 

I 161-31.2 E 

2000 12-05 N 

j 169-51 E 

I a 

T.U. 16.7.1 
14 June 1944 

At 1300 changed Zone Description to -10. 


ZD -11 

e 



Positions: 

0800 

12-49 N 


t 


167-08 E 


> 

i 

» 

1200 

12-69 N' 




156-13 E 



2000 

13-22 N 




164-16 E 


T.U. 16.7.1 


ZD -10 


15 June 1944 

i 




USS NESHANIC (A071) left formation with USS EVANS (DD552) on duty 


assigned. 



* 

Positions: 

0800 

13-69 N 




161-29 E 

# 


1200 

14-12 N 




160-39 E 



2000 

14-05 N 



148-48 E 

- 3 - 




/ 













DD690/A16-3 U. 8. 8. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) wj® 

Serial* 074 c /o FPO, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Subject* TTar Diary - June 1944. 


1 July 1944 


T.U. 16.7.1 2D -10 

16 June 1944 

Arrived in the fueling areas east of the Marianas and commenced 
fueling various of U.S. Task Group 53.15. 

Positions* 0800 13-65. N 

140-30 E 
1200 13-67 N 

146-43.5 E 
2000 13-62.2 N 

149-19 E 


T.U. 16.7.1 ZD -10 

17 June 1944 


The fueling units oommeuoed fueling units of Task Group 50.17. 

At 1800 C.T.G. 52.14 reported unidentified planes bearing 180(T) range 
32 miles and fired on dive bombers of "JUDY" class, and torpedo planes 
of "BETTY” class when they olosed range. There was no definite,concen¬ 
trated attack on T.U. 16.7.1. 


Positions* 


0800 

14-05 N 


146-06 E 

1200 

14-38 N 


146-00 E 

2000 

15-24 N 


146-39 E 


T.G. 60.17 ZD -10 

18 June 1944 


Proceeded in ocmpany with T.G. 60.17 consisting of USS HENLEY 
(DD553) (CTG 50.17), USS EVANS (DD552), USS SHEARER (DE186), USS MILES 
(DE183) which screened T.U. 16.7.1. At 1630 ship went to General 
Quarters; enemy planes bearing 216(T), range 42 miles. At 1648 USS 
NESHANIC (A071) was hit by dive bomber of "JUDY" type which resulted in 
a fire that was brought under control at 1651. At 1710 USS SARANAC (A074) 
was hit by dive bomber and oaught afire; and shortly after lost headway 
and stopped. Enemy planes opened range and withdrew from the area of 
the Task Unit. Task Unit remained in near vioinity of the USS SARANAC to 
give assistance when needed. 









1 




U. S. 8. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) wjm 
, o/o FPO, SAH FEAHCISCO, CALIF. 

DD590/a16-3 

Serial« 074 - 1 July 1944 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Subjeott War Diary - Juna 1944. 


m 


m 


18 Juna 1944 (oontd) 


Positionst 

0800 

14-48 

N 



145-58 

E 


1200 

14-53 

N 



145-57 

E 


2000 

14-15 

N 



146-12 

E 


T.G. 60.17 

19 Juna 1944 

Positionsi 0800 15-36 N 

147-13 B 
1200 16-38 N 

147-40E 

2000 15-48 N 

147-02 £ 

T.G. 50.17 ZD -10 

20 Juna 1944 


At 1400 sorean oommenoed taking station on T.U. 16.7.6. 
CTG 68.4 in oosmand at Task Group disposition. 


J 

t 

Positions« 

0800 

15-26 H 



I 

• 


147-05 E 



\ 

1 


1200 

15-23 N 

' 


i 



147-38.6 E 


* 

I 


2000 

15-32 N 



\ 

1 

I • 



147-07 E 



1 

i 

I 

T.U. 16.7.6 



2D -10 


1 

21 June 1944 




> 

i 

Positionst 

0800 

15-43 N 






144-34 E 



i 


1200 

15-40 N 



i 

i 



143-47 E 





2000 

16-37 N 






143-00 B 




2D -10 


ft 


-5- 


l 
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DD690/a 16-3 
Serlalt 074 


U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
o/o FPO, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

1 July 1944 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Subject! 


TTar Diary - June 1944 


25 June 1944 (eontd) 

Order #5 of C.T.G. 50.17 dated 24 June 1944. Ships in aoreen were USS 
MAHLOVE (DE36), USS WHITMAN (DE24). USS MITCHELL (DE43). 


Positional 0800 14-15 N 

151-05 E 
1200 14-03 N 

151-54 E 
2000 13-44 N 

153-41 E 


T.U. 16.7.5 
26 June 1944 


ZD -10 


At 1300 changed Zone Description to -11. 

Positional 0800 13-10 N 

156-30 E 
1200 13-02 N 

167-17 E 
2000 12-40 N 

158-46 E 

T.U. 16.7.5 ZD -11 

27 June 1944 

At 1600 arrired at Eniwetok Atoll. 

Positional 0800 12-11 N 

161- 37 E 

1200 11-62.5 H 

162- 20 E 

28-30 June 1944 ZD -11 

Anohored at Eniwetok Atoll. 



oci CinCPao 


p- 








It 




»♦ 
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116-3/0590 
Serial: 076 





U. S.8. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

* FPO, SIN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

*. 4 

19 June 1944.- 


From: The Commanding Officer. 

To: The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet 


Via: 

Subject: 


(1} Commander Destroyer Squadron Fifty-one (51)* 

(2) Commander Destroyers, D. S. Pacific Fleet. 

(3) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

Anti-aircraft action by surface ship - report of. 


Reference: (a) Cincpac conf ltr 2CL of 1 January 1944. 

(b) Despac reatr serial 2812 of 12 April 1944-• 

Enclosure: /(A) A.A. Action Report dated 17 June 1944. 

/(B) A.A. Action Report dated 18 June 1944. 


1. 


In accordance with references (a 


(A) and (B) are forwarded herewith. 



« 




p,). 


* 

1 03345 

r m 


41 


* 













Tr-rprpa Fr?> f FC p ir^n-7xrn M /crnoiT by surface ships 
Location of *hip (area) 40 rA. S.E. eg r.efr".n US3 PAUL HAIOLTCH (2D59Q) 
Zens Tins_ -10. _"•_ date 18 June 1944 


(a) REPEL ATTACH FIRST - then oollect data for th' - report. 

(b) Do not "Gun TV jk” this report. If lata cannot : ;.j a. tin&ted with 
reasonable accuracy, enter dash in op-r.co for which no data is . 
available. 

(c) Tueaa sheet* are to be filled cut inv^dirtely after action is can- 1 
plot ad wltn data available fro^ shdp r 3 lop, nomor.?, and consult a-' 
tion vith ship’s officers. Inio'mction is es; ential in order that 

the effectiveness of our equipment c? n*t e determined, Tfliere data 
are of doubtful accuracy, fill in with general term. 

(c) Forward undrr separate cover to Readiness division, Commander in 
Chief, U.S.Fleet. 


1, Surprise attack (yea-no) To Dav-nlrh t Day 

* ’ . \ 

2. Method picking plane up(Radar,binoculars,naked eve) 


3. Range plane wae picked up(50,30,10,less than 5 miles) 50 riles 

, \ 1 * 

4. Total number of planes observe d Sis (6) Typ o B JURu n 

5. Number of planes attacking own shi p ,0-) T yp e ” JP13Y U _ 

6. . Number of planes taken under fire by own ahip_ Six (6) _ 

(a) Of those attacking own shi p On 3 (1 ) Typ o • "J^l” 

(b) Other s Five (5) _Typ e ____ 

7. Speed and altitude of approach in knots and feet ^ nots 5 >043 ft. 

8. Number of guns firing-by calibe r 5-5^/3C; 10-40-7-2~~ "1 

9. . Ammunition expende d 5°/33 73 rd?; k<r~Z 5?4 rds; 2C1I 720 rdc. _ 

10, Percent servico allowcnce expended 5 n /hG 5^? 445; 2C1ZJ 3% 

rz 3? r*j.‘r: r' 

11, Method of contro l ’• r ' "' ' TErthcd of spoLtin r 

Method of rangjn jT M ethod of firin g Tircctsr Firs. - 

12, Approximate tine-tracking to first sho t & grrr “'’ : 


13» Apprcr.inita tins of first hits 


tt'r.ri 15 trrrvi? 


14. Apprardnnte time first shot to last shot c -' 3 


- 1 - 

„.,_r ' r: //’d drncriptive text on addition"!, shset if required to clarify 

. . * ' 

* ‘ - -» W/ 













































* 4 
I" 

J&? 




f/ 

P 


1 


( 

fc. . 

( 


rr rv nn rr rrTT^ /•». acti on bt sutfatt; ships 

(P-£G 2) 

• I 

30° 


, 15* Apprcr-imte position angle of open fire_ 

16. Approximate position angle cease fir e C 

• * 

17, Approximate bearing firtrt ehot ~ 1C0° (H) 


-j IE, Approximate bearing last shot_ 


31 ,^(T) - 220°(R) 


4,r ■: r*3 ; • • * 

19, Approximate range first sho t 5- r 5 '/fl it .of plan e 4.000 ft 


20. Approx. minimum range aircraft eyprerehed 




yd? A ltitude 100 0 ft 


A"'3 r"3 // 

21. Approximate range last sho t C~~~ p~ , ~ 5/f fItitud.a of plan a 500 ft . 

* \ 

22. Approximate altitudS of bomb releas e l r ~3 ft S ice of bomb 100 lb , 

*Ns. # 

23• Approximate range torpedo releas e tr^o-, < S ize of torped o none 


24. Kurd or hits on ship bp bomb s cppp b y torpedoe s erra W as ship strafe d? ^9* 


** 

C-' 


Ei^a gu n r—3 


25. Kusher accy bomb misses damaging shi p 1 n*t damaging ship. 
.26, Plmmos shot do»nt 


SITS r 

(By own shi p “SC3 PRCBAELE lXiliiGSD 
alone) (Assist) •'• . 


(a) Those attaching own. ship. v 

(b) Other aircrcft. 


‘ CTO ( 1 ) 


(An aircraft is considered destroyed "Sure" when, as rosult of own 
ship 1 s fire:. 1. It i3 corn, to crash. 2. It is seen to disintegrate in the 
eir or be enveloped in flrrecn. 3» It is era to descend on friendly terri¬ 
tory rid to captured. 4. Filet and entire crew are seen to bail out.) 

(A K firc*“.*ssist n may be daired rle~n piano is destroyed as result or 
or;n chip*: and assisting firo by* friendly fltr.es, shore batteries, or . 
other chips.) 

(da aircraft is considered prcbcbly destroyed when, es a result ~f ■*. 
chi.-Jn fire: It ia so.drr.-yed as to heve less than, an even, chence cf • — 
ir.g its n tcrritcry safely.) 

(/..i aircraft ic- considered dee-pod r v -p, as result cf own ship's fir t 
It is so C —rod. as to require rep* 'r before beginning another mission, but 
her; better then an. even chance of reschirm it3 crrx torritory safely. Cl? i>as 
£■ 'll le l area on. carcfal ini-CTOgatien by proper authority, and every 
effort chr.ll be cade to eliminate dhplicftica cf claims.) 


27* 


t.estimate cf size gun or guns responsible for each "Sure" _ 


21. T afrrr.-roc cf ^munition (enaollca*...cord.bed.poor) 1 * 11m* 

. 2 ;. • **. fa if err nr, in r-torial c-^urcd in this .action? 1 *• ~"uT* 


j t--‘— *•« d*rcet.' of attach relative ship*? ho eh 


i 

<-.* 2-: 


re-.'hive p- 


'to cm. Ci.::*:vrre. 


run. 


* * 


- - ‘ > * 


c...i rrcxfha on Asircic::tL shxt.- 















































C ONFIUENTIA L 


U.S.&. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
c/o FPO SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF, 


Enclosure to A.A* Action Report 


IS June 1944 


Dated 18 Jam 1944* 


Lookouts on three ships in unit reported seeing enemy plane crash and 
burn on the horixon, range approximately 12,000 yards. It was observed from 
this ship by lookouts and bridge personnel. 

t 

This ship's after 40 sum. battery vas firing on two of the attacking 
planea.Immediately after "cease firing" was sounded the enemy plane which 
crashed and burned was observed on the same bearing as the 40 nunu guns 
ceased firing. 
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DD590/A16-3 
’ - Seri*H.-077 

DECLASSIFIED 

. C<KWW»I*iy f E»!P t T»I»A»L 


U. 8, a, PAUL HAMILTON (DD5901_ 
c/o FPO, SAN FRANCISCO, ‘ 







CONFIDENTIAL 


From: 

To: 

The Commanding Officer. 

The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet. 

Subject: 

War Diary - July 1944. 

Reference: 

(a) Cominch ltr FF1/A12-1/A16**3, ser: 7152 of 
29 October 1943. 

(b) CinCPac conf ltr 2CL-44 of 1 January 1944 

1 July 1944 

ZD (-11) 


Anchored at Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands. 

T.U. 16.7.5 
2 July 1944 

ZD (-11) 


At 0630 underway with Task Un±tl6.7.5 in accordance 
with secret despatch 010904 of July 1944 from SCOFA, Eniwetok Atoll. 

T. U. 16.7.5 consisting of U.S.S. SCHUYLKILL (A076) (CTU 16.7.5), 

U. S.S. TALLULAH (A050), U.S.S. PECOS (AO 65 ), U.S.S. SAMUEL S MILES 
(DE183), U.S.S. HILBERT (DE742), and U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590). 

This ship was screen commander. At 1550 U.S.S. SAMUEL S MILES (IB1S3) 
left the Tank Unit to return to Eniwetok Atoll to investigate pos¬ 
sible trouble with bilge keel. 


Positions: 


1200 

2000 


11- 49 N 
162-27 E 

12- 23 N 
160-51 E 


T.U. 16.7.5 
3 July 1944 


ZD (-11) 


Changed Zone Description to minus 10. 
Positions: 0600 

1200 


2000 



13-03 N 
158-10 E 
13-11 N 
157-20 E 
13-32 N 
155-H E 
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U. 8. 8. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) "j® 

o/o FPO, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

DD590/a 16-3 1 August 1944 

Serial* 077 

C ^CONFIDENTIAL ’ j\J T j A I ‘ 

■ <zrzrz xr - s ssr 1 4 a 

Subject! liar Diary - July 1944 


T.U. 16.7.5 


4 July 1944 

Positional 

0800 

14-05 N 

152-25 E 

ZD (-10) 



1200 

14-21 N 

151-42 E 




2000 

14-57 N 

149-60 E 


T.U. 16.7.5 

5 July 1944 




ZD (-10) 


At 1440 Task Unit 

16.7.5 joined Task 

Group 50.17 


ition included. U.S.S. HENLEY (DD553) (C.T.C-. 50.17), U.S.S. KASKASKIA (A027), 
U.S.S. SCHUYLKILL (A076), U.S.S. PECOS (A065), U.S.S. TALLULAH (A050), U.S.S. 
CIMARRON (A022), U.S.S. PLATTE (AC24), U.S.S. GUADALUPE (A032), U.S.S. CALIENTE 
(A053), end U.S.S. SABINE (A025). Anti-Submarine Screen consisting of U.S.S. 
HALL (DDE83), U.S.S. ZANE (DMS14), U.S.S. HILBERT (DE742), U.S.S. RIDDLE (DE165) 
U.S.S. hESSOU (DEI64), and U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590). 


Positional 0800 15-32 N 

147- 61 E 

1200 15-33 N 

148- 49 E 

2000 15-24 

148-25 E 


T.G. 50.17 

6 July 1944 ZD (-10) 


At 1919 U.S.S. •iATERUAN (DE740) had sound contact and dropped 
charges. At 1925 U.S.S. D.h. TAYLOR (DD551) left screen to assist the U.S.S. 
nATERUAN (DE740) in attack on submarine contact. There wore no definite 
results obtained from the attacks; both ships were instructed by the O.T.C. 
to remain in the vicinity. 


Positional 


0800 

15-38 

N 


147-11 

E 

1200 

15-31 

N 


147-46 

E 

2000 

16-64 

N 


147-60 

E 
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EC590/A16-3 
Serial: 077 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Subject: 


C: 


U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) wjm 
c/o FPO, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

1 August 1944 


War Diary - July 1944* 


T.G. 50.17 ZD (-10) 

7 July 1944 


At 0145 U.S.S. HILBERT (DE742) reported sound cd ntact and 
. left screen to investigate. At 0220 U.S.S. HILBERT (EE742) returned to screen 
and reported that the contact was doubtful. At 1148 left disposition and pro¬ 
ceeded to relieve the U.S.S. D.W. TAILOR (DD551) on assigned anti-submarine 
search in conjunction with U.S.S. WATERMAN (DS740). At 1353 proceeded to 
rejoin screen in accordance with orders from C.T.G. 50.17. 


Positions: 0800 15-51 N 

347-44 E 
1200 15-33 N 

148-02 E 
2000 15-15 N 

147-30 E 

T.G. 50.17 ZD (-10) 

8 July 1944 


Positions: 0800 14-58 N 

146- 32 E 
1200 15-02 N 

147- 06 E 
2000 15-14 N 

147-12 E 


T.G. 50.17 ZD (-10) 

9 July 1944 


At 1700 U.S.S. PECOS (A065) and U.S.S. LAMDKS (EE743) left 
Task Group upon independent duty. 

Positions: 0800 15-44 N 

147- 46 E 

1200 15-33 N 

148- 29 E 

2000 15-35 N 

147-55 B 



- 3 - 








DD590/A16-3 
Serial: 077 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Subject: 


T.G. 50.17 
10 July 1944 


detached by C.' 
HELA (A042), 0, 
MILES (DE1S3), 
Group. 


T.G. 50.17 
11 July 1944 


detached from 


T.G. 50.17 
12 July 1944 


with T.G. 58.: 
At 1555 U.S.S, 
T.G. 50.17 by 


U. 8. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) w jm 
c/o FPO, SAN FRANCISCO* CALIF. 


1 August 1944 


War Diary - July 1944 


ZD (-10) 


At 1030 U.S.S. GUADALUPE (A032) and U.S.S. RIDDLE (DS185) 

'.G. 50.17 to proceed on duty assigned. At 1605 U.S.S. MDNONGA.- 
S.S. JULLICOLIA (A073). U.S.S. PATUXENT (AQ44), U.S.S. SAilUEL S. 
U.S.S. SHEARER (D2166), and U.S.S. EVANS (DD552) joined Task 


Positions: 0800 15-26 N 

147- 45 E 

1200 14-46 N 

148- 24 E 

2000 15-37 N 

147-45 E 

ZD (-10) 


At 1830 U.S.S. PATUXENT (A044) and U.S.S. LA2DNS (DE743) 
T.G. 50.17 by orders of C.T.G. 50.17. 

Positions: 0800 15-28 N 

148-28 E 
1200 15-37 N 

147-38 E 
2000 15-10 N 

147-46 E 


ZD (-10) 


At approximately 0700 T.G. 50.17 commenced fueling operations 
,. At approximately 1300 T.G. 58.1 completed fueling operations. 
MILLICOixA (A073) and U.S.S. WAT2RMAN (DE740) were detached from 
orders of C.T.G. 50.17 to proceed on duty assigned. 

Positions: 0800 13-53 N 

140-50 E 
1200 13-50 N 

147-19 E 
0800 14-24 S 

147-34 E 
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D.8.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) wjm 
c/o FPO, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

DD690/A16-3 1 August 1944 

Seriali 077 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Subject* War Diary - J u ly 1944 


T.G. 50.17 

13 July 1944 ZD (-10) 

At approximately 0700 T.G. 50.17 commenced fueling operations 
with T.G. 68.2. At approximatd y 1400 T.G. 58.2 completed fueling operations 
and departed from T.G. 60.17. At 1769 U.S.S. HALL (DD583), U.S.S. LAVOKS 
(DE740), U.S.S. CIMARRON (A022), U.S.S. SABINE (A025), and U.S.S. PECOS (A065) 
were detached from T.G. 60.17 and prooeeded independently as per order of 
C.T.G. 50.17. 


Positions! 0800 13-48 N 

145- 67 E 

1200 12-47.2 N 

146- 35 E 

2000 14-16.5 !I 

147- 32 E 


T.G. 60.17 

14 July 1944 ZD (-10) 


Proceeding in oompany of Task Group 60.17 no^ consisting of 
U.S.S. SCHUYLKILL (AO 76), U.S.S. KASKASKIA (A027), U.S.S. TALLULAH (A050), 
and U.S.S. MONONQAHELA (A042); and screen consisting of U.S.S. HENLEY (DD553) 
(C.T.G. 50.17), U.S.S. SWEARER (DE186), U.S.S. HILBERT (DE742), U.S.S. SAMUEL 
S. MILES (DE183), U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590), U.S.S. EVANS (DD552), g^d 
U.S.S. ftATERKAN (DE740). 


Positions! 


0800 

15-32. 

.3 


148-09 

E 

1200 

15-28 

U 


148-41 

E 

2000 

16-25 

N 


147-67 

E 


• T.G. 50.17 
16 July 1944 


ZD (-10) 


At 0662 U.S.S. WATERMAN (DE740) left on duty aasi'-ned. At 
2022 T.U. 16.2.2 consisting of U.S.S. CAPPS (DD650), U.S.S. LEAVER*(DB741), 
U.S.S. BANGUST (DE739), U.S.S. NEOSHO (A048), and U.S.S. LACKA»>ANA (A040) 
joined T.G. 50.17. 

Positions! 

1200 16-27 N 

147-13 E 


0800 16-45 N 

146-42 E 


6 


2000 15-16.8 N 

148-18 E 













DD590/A16-3 
Serial: 077 



Subject: 


CQ 



1 August 1944 


War Diary - July 1944 


T.G. 50.17 
lb July 1944 


ZD (-10) 


At 0842 an unidentified plane was closing range, C.T.C-. 50.17 


informed screening vessels to take Cruising Anti-Aircraft Formation 17 v and 
all ships went to General Quarters. The plane was identified as friendly and 
screening ships returned to their anti-submarine screen stations. 


Positions: 0800 15-22 N 

146- 55 E 

1200 15-25 N 

147- 23 E 

2000 14-41 N 

147-14 E 


ZD (-10) 


T.G. 50.17 
17 July 1944 


At approximately 0700 T.G. 50.17 rendezvoused with T.G. 58.1 


and commenced fueling various units of that Task Group. At 1102 U.S.S. HILBERT 
(DE742) and U.S.S. KASKASKLA (A027) were Jetached from T.G.50.17 and proceeded 
to Eniwetok Atoll. At 1130 T.G. 58.1 complete.; fueling and U.S.S. SAlUEL LULLS 
( D EL83) and U.S.S. LACKAY/ANA (A040) were detached from T.G. 50.17 ana proceeded 
independently. At 1200 Task Group 58.2 commenced fueling. At 1700 completed 
fueling Task Group 58.2 which departed to the westward; and T.G. 50.17 formed 
anti-submarine cruising disposition. 


Positions: 0800 13-20 N 

1 46 - 29 -E 

1200 13-31 N 

147- 00 E 

2000 13-44 N 

148- 06 E 


ZD (-10) 


T.G. 50.17 
18 July 1944 


At 0300 U.S.S. SViEARER (HE186) was detached from T.G. 50.17 by 


orders of C.T.G. 50.17 and proceeded independently. At 1100 T.U. 16.7.1 con¬ 
sisting of U.S.S. NESHANIC (A071), U.S.S. SAUGATUCK (A075), U.S.S. ENOREE (A069) 
U.S.S. SEBEC (A087) and escorts U.S.S. S'.TGARrR(nEL86), U.S.S. T.'HITEJAN (DE24), 
U.S.S. FAIR (DE 35 ), and U.S.S. MANLOVE (DE 36 ) joined T.G. 50.17 and were desig¬ 
nated as part of T.G. 50.17 by C.T.G. 50.17. At 2049 radar contact identified 
as U.S.S. SAMUEL S. MILES (DE163) was ordered to join Task Group. At 2225 radar 
contact identified as U.S.S. EVANS (DD552) and U.S.S. MANLOVE (DE 36 ) joined Task 
Group. 




















A16-3/DD590 U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (D“D590) wjm 

Serials 077 c/o FPO, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 



* Positions 0800 14-03 N 

, 140-13 E 

| 1200 14-04.2 N 

5 146-42 E 

2000 13-53.3 N 

147-24.5 E 

T.G. 50.17 ZD (-10) 

19 July 1944 

At approximately 1230 T.U. 16.7.6 consisting of U.S.S. 
TAPPARANNOCK (A043), U.S.S. MARIAS (A057), U.S.S. MANATEE (AC58) and screen¬ 
ing vessels U.S.S. D.W. TAILOR (DD551), U.S.S. MITCHELL (DZ43), U.S.S. WESSON 
(EE184) joined T.G. 50.17 and were designated as part of T.G. 50.17 by CTG 
50.17. At 1703 U.S.S. NEOSHO (A048)and U.S.S. SAMUEL S. MILES (DE183) were 



detached from T.G. 50.17 by authority of CTG 50.17. 



Positions t 0600 

13-58 N 


ft 

1200 

145-55 S 

14-00 N 

140-30 E 

j 

i 


2000 

14-03.4 N 
147-47 S 

j 


T.G. 50.17 

20 July 1944 


ZD (-10) 


At 1855 U.S.S. NESHANIC (A071) and 

U.S.S. SWEARER (DE186) 


left Task Group to proceed independently by authority of CTG 50.17. 


Positional 0800 

14-12 N 

146-01 5 



1200 

14-16 N 
146-40.2 E 



2000 

14-19 N 


tm 

T.G. 50.17 

148-16.5 E 


m 

21 July 1944 


ZD (-10) 


Task Force disposition spent most of the day fueling escorts. 
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A16-3/DD590 
Serial* 077 

ifoWisyriAL 


U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) wJm 
c/o FPO, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


1 August 1944 


Subject* * War Diary - July 1944. 


21 July (cont’d). 

Position** 0800 14-36 N 

146- 44 E 

1200 14-33 N 

147- 30 E 

2000 13-33 N 

146-29 E 


T.G.,50.17 ZD (-10) 

22 July 1944 


In early morning commenced changing tanker and escort 
disposition to form fueling disposition for T.G. 58.3 and T.G. 58.4. The 
fueling operation took moat of the day to complete. In accordance with 
CTG 50.17 Operational Order &-19 220432 of July 1944, U.S.S. SCHUYLKILL 
(A076) as CTU 16.7.5, U.S.S. TALLULAH (A050), U.S.S. S77EARJ2? (DE186) and 
this ship were detached from TG 50.17 to proceed to Eniwetok Atoll. 


Positions: 


0800 

12-09 N 


145-27 E 

1200 

12-13.6 N 


146-01.5 E 

2000 

12-22 N 


147-12 E 


T.U. 16.7.5 

23 July 1944 ZD (-10) 


Proceeding as before. 

Positions* 0600 

12-28 N 
150-00 E 

1200 

12-35.6 N 
150-52.5 E 

2000 

12-20 N 
152-40 E 


T.U. 16.7.5 
24 July 1944 


ZD (-10) 


Ey permission of CTU this ship fired at helium filled 
balloons expending 260 rounde-40rata and 780 rounde-20mra ammunition with very 
pleasing results. At 2000 changed Zone Description to (-11). 










A16-3/DD590 U. S. 8. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ’ wjm 

Serial: 077 c/o FPO, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Subject: War Diary - July 1944. 


24 July (cont'd) 

Positional 0800 12-03 N 

155-31 E 
1200 11-54 N 

180-25 E 
2000 11-44.5 N 

158-11.8 E 


T.U. 16.7.5 
25 July 1944 


1 August 1944 


ZD (-11) 


Arrived at Eniwetok Atolland war detached from TU 16.7.5. 


Positions: 


26-27 July 1944 


0800 11-20.2 N 

160- 54 E 

1200 11-18 N 

161- 49 E 


ZD (-11) 


Anchored in Eniwetok Atoll. 


28 July 1944 ZD (-11) 

In accordance with SCOFA Eniwetok Atoll despatch 262233 
of July 1944, proceeded to rendezvous with T.U. 16.7.3 consisting of 
U.S.S. KASKASKIA (A027), U.S.S. SABINE (A025), U.S.S. PATILiENT (A044) 
with escorts U.S.S. SWEARER (IE186) and U.S.S. PAUL HAUHTON (DD590) as 
CTU 16.7.3. and then proceeded wertward to rendezvous with T.G. 50.17 in 
the waters surrounding Guam. 

Positions* 2000 11-16.5 N 

161-54.5 E 


T.U. 16.7.3 

29 July 1944 ZD (-11) 


Proceeding as before, 

to (-10). 

Positions: 0800 

1200 
2000 


At 1900 changed Zone Description 


11-42 N 
158-49 E 

11- 42 N 
157-52 E 

12- 26 N 
155-44 E 
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A16-3/ED590 
Serial: 077 

CONFIDENTIAL 

v 

Subject: 


U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

FPO SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

1 August 1944 


War Diary - July 1944. 


T.U. 16.7.3 ZD (-10) 

30 July 1944 


Teat fired all guns expending ten (10) rounda 5"/36 cal., 
twenty (20) rounda 40mm, and eighty-seven (87) rounds 20mm. 


Poaitiona: 0800 12-59 N 

152-28 E 
1200 13-06.7 N 

151-27 E 
2000 13-22.5 N 

^9-29.5 E 


T.U. 16.7.3 ZD (-10) 

31 July 1944 


At 0330 U.S.S. WESSON (DE184) joined disposition and as 
soon as it was light enough, passed Officer Messenger Mail addressed to 
CTU 16.7.3. In accordance vdth orders from CTG 50.17 dated 30 July 1944 
USS WESSON (DS184) and USS PATUXENT (A044) were detached from 16.7.3 to 
proceed as ordered. In accordance with orders from CTG 50.17. Task Unit 
16.7.3 '"as ordered to proceed with all available speed for rendezvous at 
transport area off Agat, Guam to deliver USS KASKASKIA (4027) and USS 
SABINS (A025) to CTG 53.2. Upon arrival at destination USS PAUL HAMILTON 
(H>590) and USS S?IEARER (DE186) were detached by visual despatch from CTG 
53.2 (311636K of July 1944) to rejoin TG 50.17. 

•Positions: 0800 13-31 N 

146-15 E 
1200 13-48 N 

145-U.8 E 
2000 13-41 N 

144-41 E 



ec: CinCPac 
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DD690/A16-3 


U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) j *v. 
o/o Pleat Poet Office, —- 

Sen Frmnoisoo, Calif, 


Calif, 


C*0*N*F*I*D*E*N*T*I*A*L 


1 September 1944 


From i 
To t 


The Commanding Offioer. 

The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet 


Subjeoti 


Aug. 

tear Diary --Ju4^l944. 


Reference« (a) Cominch ltr FF1/A12-1 /a 16-3, eeri 7162 of 

29 October 1943. 

(b) CinCPao oonf ltr 2CL-44 of 1 January 1944. 


2D (-10) 


1 August 1944 


Haring departed Agat Bay, Guam, the previous 


afternoon the U.S.S. SwEARER (DE186) and tuis ship proceeded 
eastward to rendezvous with T.G. 60.17. At 0430 made radar 
contact with T.G. 60.17 whioh oonsisted of the following ships: 
USS PLATTE (A024), USS CALIENTE (A053), USS MASCOMA (A083), 

USS CAHABA (A082), USS CIMARRON (A022), USS CACHE (A067), and 
screening ships: USS HALL (DD583) , ComDesRon 51 in USS HALL, 
USS DAVID W. TAYLOR (DD551), USS WATERMAN (DE740), USS LAMONS 
(DE743), USS WESSON (DE1S4), USS RIDDLE (DE185), USS HILBERT 
(DE742), USS SWEARER (DE186), USS MITCHELL (DE43), USS wILET/AN 
(DE22), and. USS JOHN D. HENLEY (DD553), C.T.G. in USS JOHN D. 
HENLEY. At 1320 USS DAVID s. TAYLOR (DD551) was detached from 
T.G. 50.17 as O.T.C, in conpany with USS CALIENTE (A053), USS 
MASCOMA (AC63), USS CAHABA (A082), USS CACHE (A067), and 
escorts as follows: USS UESSON (DE184), USS MITCHELL (DE43), 
USS WILEMAN (DE22), in aocordanoe with orders of C.T.G. 60.17. 
The remainder of T.G. 60.17 oruised on various courses and 
speeds in the fueling areas east of the Marianas. 


Positions 


0800 13-36 N 

146-41 S 


1200 13-40 N 

147-12 B 


2000 14-16 N 

146-45.5 E 
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DD590/Al6.-3 
Serial* 084 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Subject* 


U. 8. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
o/o Fleot Post Office, 

San Franoisoo, Calif* 


1 September 1944 


War Diary - August 1944. 


T*G* ,80*17 
2 August 1944 


68*1 and T.G. 68.3* 


0800 14-61 N 

144-69 B 

T.G. 60.17 
3 August 1944 


2D (-10) 

During tho aftarnoon units of T.G. 60.17 fueled T.G. 


Positions 


1200 


16-16.6 H 

146-30.6 E 


2000 16-54.6 N 

146-55.6 E 

ZD (-10) 


Soreening vessels of T*G. 60*17 received fuel from 
various oilers of the Task Group. 

Positions 


0800 14-49.9 V 

146-31.6 E 

T.G. 60.17 
4 August 1944 


1200 


14-43.2 E 
147-14 B 


.2000 14-36 N 

146-26 E 

ZD (-10) 


At 1600 U!3S HALL (DD583) and TJSS MARIAS (A057) prooeeded 
independently as per orders of C.T.G. 60.17. 

Positions 


0800 13-33 X 

144-22 E 

T.G. 60.17 
6 August 1944 


1200 


13-48 I 
144-24 E 


2000 14-30 N 

145-13.3 E 

ZD (-10) 


TJSS *ATER1UJT (DB740) prooeeded independently on duty assigned by 
C.T.G. 60.17. 

Positions 


0800 


13-41 X 
146-26 E 


1200 


13-48 I 
144-24 X 


2000 13-60 N 

147-10 E 


- 2 - 
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DD590/A16-3 
Serials 084 

CONFIDENTIAL 


U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
c/o Fleet Poet Office, 

Sen Francisoo, Calif* 


1 September 1944 


Subjects Mar Diary * August 1944* 


T.G. 50.17 ZD (-10) 

6 August 1944 


Upon orders of C*T*G* 50*17, Task Unit 16.7.8 consisting of USS 
SCHUYLKILL (A076), C.T.G. 16.7.8, USS PECOS (A066), USS MILLICOMA (A073) 
aith USS EVANS (DD552), USS FAIR (DE35), and USS SHEARER (DE186) as 
eseorts were detached from T.G. 60.17. 

Positions 


0800 14-07.5 N 

145-45 E 

1200 13-53 N 

146-13.5 E 

2000 14-06 E 

146-33 N 

T.G. 50.17 

7 August 1944 


ZD (-10) 

Task Unit 16.7.8 consisting of the ships that departed yesterday 
rejoined and took appropriate stations. .T.G. 50.17 fueled various units 
of T.G. 68.7 during the afternoon. At 1720 USS RIDDLE (DE185) and USS 
PECOS (A065) were detaohed by C.T.G. 50.17 to proceed independently on 
duty assigned. 

Positions 

0800 15-47.5 N 

146-67 E 

1200 16-01.6 N 

147-15 E 

• ■. 

2000 15-36.8 N 

147-00 E 

T.G. 50.17 

8 August 1944 

t 

ZD (-10) 

During the 
the disposition. 

morning escorts were fueled from 

Positions 

various tankers of 

0000 13-34 N 

146-03.8 E 

1200 13-30 N 

146-37 E 

2000 14-01.8 N 

146-52 E 

T.G. 50.17 


ZD (-10) 


9 August 1944 

During the afternoon Task Unit 16.7.8 consisting of the USS 
SCHUYLKILL (A076) , C.T.G. 16.7.8, USS TOMAHAWK (A088), USS MILLICOliA 
(AD73), USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590), USS LAI DNS (DE743), and USS HILBERT 
(DE742) were detac.ied from T.G. 50.17 in acoordanoe with Operations Order 
lf-53, to prooeed to Sniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands. 

Positions 


0800 


13-40 N 
146-03 E 


1200 


13-38.5 H 
146-22 S 


2000 13-20.7 N 

147-56.3 E 
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DD590/ll6-3 
Serialt 084 

CONFIDENTIAL 


U. S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
e/o Fleet Post Offioe, 

San Franoisoo, Calif* 

1 September 1944 


Subjeott War Diary - August 1944* 


T.U. 16.7.8 ZD (-10) 

10 August 1944 

Prooeeding aa before. 

Poaltlona 

0800 12-28.8 H 1200 12-32 N 2000 12-18.6 N 

150-29.7 E 161-20.8 E 153-02.5 E 

T.U. 16.7.8 

11 August 1944 ZD (-10) 

During the afternoon this ship fired all guns for test purposes 
expending 20 rounds 6 rt /38 oal. A.A. Common; 20 rounds 40mm aerrioe ammunl- 
tion; 67 rounds 20mm. All firing mechanisms and firing oirouits tested 
satisfactorily. At 2000 set docks ahead one (1) hour. 

Positions 


0800 12-00 N 

155-43 E 


1200 11-51 N 

156-18 E 


2000 11-34 N 

158-19 E 


T.U. 16.7.8 

12 August 1944 ZD (-11) 


At 1645 entered Eniwetok Atoll and was automatically detached from 
Task Unit 16.7.8. 

Positions 


0800 11-12 N 

160-42 B 


1200 


11-14 N 
162-33 E 


13-19 August 1944 ZD (-11) 

Anohored at Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands. 

20 August 1944 ZD (-11) 


Departed and sortled Eniwetok Atoll with Task Group 30.8 whioh 
consisted of the following shipsi USS CAEABA (A082), USS MISSISSINE7TA (A059), 
USS MARIAS (A057), USS MANATEE (A058), USS TAPPA2ANN0CK (A043). USS PAMANSET 
(A085), USS SEBEC (A087), USS MONONGAHELA (A042), USS PATUXENT (A044), USS 
NEOSHO (A048), USS LACKAWANNA (A040), USS SAUGATUCK (A075), USS CACHE (A067), 
USS HEHANTA BAT (CVE74), and as esoortst USS HALL (DD583), USS LEVY (DE162), 
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DD690/A16-3 
Serialt 084 

CONFIDENTIAL 


U. S. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
o/o Fleet Post Offioe, 

San Franoisoo, Calif* 


1 September 1944 


Subjects 


War Diary - August 1944. 


20 August 1944 (eontlnued) 

CSS OSTERHACS (DE164), CSS CAPPS (DD550), CSS ELDEN (DE264), CSS UC CONNEL 
(DE163), CSS DAVID W. TAILOR (DD651), CSS BABON (DE1S6), CSS PAUL HAMILTON 
(DD590), and CSS JOHH D. HENLEY (DD553) (C.T.G. 30.8 in CSS J.D. HENLEY). 
Task Group 30.8 formed in firing disposition and fired anti-aircraft prac¬ 
tice at a towed sleeve. Upon completion of firing T.G. 30.8 formed circular 
oruising disposition. 

Positions 


1200 11-14 N 

162-29 E 


2000 10-10 N 

163-33 E 


T.G. 30.8 

21 August 1944 ZD (-11) 

At 1725 the CSS BABON (DE166) was detatohed and proceeded 
independently. 

0800 8-21 H 1200 7-49 N 2000 6-37 N 

165-26 E 165-57 E 166-32 E 

T.G. 30.8 

22 August 1944 ZD (-11) 

At 1730 CSS PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) left soreen to aot as plane guard 
for the USS NEHANTA BAY (CVE74). During this operation which consisted of 
landing three (3) VF's, one (1) orashed while landing and sank with no trace 
of the pilot. The searoh was conducted for over an hour, after which we 
resumed station. At 2339 CSS NEHANTA BAY (CVE74) reported "Bogey" dosing; 
ships exeouted emergency turn in anticipation of air attack. Unidentified 
aircraft dosed to fifteen (15) miles and then commenced opening range, upon 
which normal oruising disposition was resumed. 

Positions 

0800 4-16 N 1200 3-41 N 2000 3-10 N 

164-40 2 164-00 E 162-41 E 
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ED590/A16-3 
Serial: 084 

CONFIDENTIAL 


^ ' U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) - > 

Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif. 

1 September 1944 


Sub jectr_ _ _War_Diar 7 _ > -_August 1944,. 

T.G. 30.8 ZD (-10.5) 

23 August 1944 

At 1800 changed tone description to (-10). 

Positions 

0800 2-15.7 N ' 1200 1-56.7 N 2000 1-27.5 N 

160-22.4 £ 159-41.8 E 158-15.5 E 


T.G. 30.8 ZD (-10) 

24 August 1944 


cription to 


During the aorning escorts were fueled. 
(-9.5). 

Positions 


At 1800 changed cone des- 


0800 00-34.5 N 

155-34.3 E 


1200 . 00-02.7 S 

155-20 E 


2000 00-13 S 

153-45 E 


T.G. 30.8 

25 August 1944 ZD (-9.5) 


At 1800 changed cone description to (-9). 

Positions 

0800 00-25.5 S 1200 00-34.2 S 2000 00-52 S 

151-22 E 150-38 E 149-01 E 


T.G. 30.8 

26 August 1944 ZD (-9) 

Arrived at Manus Island, Admiralty Islands. 

Positions 


0800 01-40 S 1200 01-51 S 

147-27 E 147-20 E 

T.G. 30.8 

27-31 August 1944 ZD (-10) 

Anchored at Seeadler Harbor, Manus Island. 



oe: Cinopao 


L. G. MAI 
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' v DD590/A4-3/A9-8 

D. a. S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Serialt 080 

Fleet Post Office 


San Francisco* Calif. 

confidential 

17 August 1944 

aecwssmto 

ft 



i 

I 

i 

i 

i 


Front 
To t 
VU « 


Subjects 


Reference s 


Connen ding Officer. 

Cojasander-in-Chief, U.S. Fleet* 

(1) Consnander Destroyer Squadron FTFT7-01T2. 

(2) Consnander T«sk Group FIPTY POINT SEVENTEEN. 

(3) Conmuidcr FIPTH Fleet. 

(4) Consnander Destroyers* U.S. Paolfio Fleet. 

(5) Consnander Service Force* U.S. Paolfio Fleet. 

(6) Coosaander-in-Chief , U.S. Paolfic Fleet. 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) - Operation report for 
the period 29 Uay to 12 August 1944. 

(a) Cincpao Conf. ltr. 2CL-44. 


1. During the period of this report U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON 

operated —ith Task Group 50.17 and with various task units thereof. 


(a) 29 Uay - 5 June 1944. This ship proceeded from Pearl 
Harbor to K-ajalein with Task Unit 16.6.6 consisting of 
U.S.S. CHAHDELEUR (AV10) (C.T.U.), U.S.S. MAZAUA (AE9), U.S.S. 
ALDEBARAH (AP10) and U.S.S. CATP3 (DD550). On 4 June, off 
Majuro* U.S.S. MANAMA prooeeded independently into that harbor. 

(b) 6-9 June 1944. U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON -as at anchor at 
K-ajalein and tenqporarily attached to Task Group S7.7. 


(c) 10 - 11 June 1944. U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON prooeeded in¬ 

dependently to Enl-etok. 


(d) 12 June 1944. U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON -as at anchor at Enl-etok. 

(e) 13 - 16 June 1944. This ship proceeded from Enl-etok to 
fueling area off Saipan with Task Unit 16.7.1 consisting of U.S.S. 
SARANAC (A074) (C.T.U.), U.S.S. BESHAHIC (A071), U.S.S. SAUGATDCX 
(A075), U.S.S. SHEARER (DE186) and U.S.S. MILES (DE183). 




(f) 17 June 1944. At 1800 unidentified planes were r eported 

bearing 180°(T), range 32 sdles. At 1814 U.S.S. PAUL HA’ULTON 
went to General Quarters and fired at Japanese torpedo planes 
from 1850 to '1857 and from 1900 to 1905. No hits were observed 
but the planes did not press thsp# attack home and did not l au n ch 
torpedoes. 

i nr 
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Enclosure (5) 
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DD590/A4-3/A9-8 U. 8. 8. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Serialt 080 Fleet Post Of floe ijpm 

Sen Franoisoo, Calif. 

CONFIDENTIAL 17 August 1944 

Subjecti U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) - Operation report for 

tho period 29 May to 12 August 1944. 


(g) 18 June 1944. U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON operated with Task 
Group 50.17. At 1630 unidentified planes were reported bearing 
200° (T) range 29 miles and tnis ship went to General Quarters. 

At 1640 U.S.S. PAUL QA12LT0N comonoed firing on Japanese dive 
bombers and fired intermittently until 1712. At 1648 U.S.S. 
NSSHANIC (A071) and at 1710 U.S.S. SARANAC (A074) were hit by 
bombs. One enemy plane was seen to orash and burn as a result 
of the oombined fire of the Task Group. 

(h) 19 - 24 June 1944. U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON operated with 
Task Units 18.7.6 and 16.7.11 off Marianas. 

(i) 25 - 27 June 1944. U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON proceedod to 
Eniwetok with Task Units 16.7.5 consisting of U.S.S. SCHUYLKILL 
(A076) (C.T.U.). U.S.S. PECGS (A065), U.S.S. TALLULAH (A050), 
U.S.S. TAPPAHANOCK (A043), U.S.S. LACKAWANNA (A040), U.S.S. 

UANLOVE (DE36), U.S.S. i.HITUAN (DE24) and U.S.S. MITCHELL (DE43). 

(j) 28 June - 1 July 1944. At anchor at Eniwetok. 

(k) 2-25 July 1944. U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON operated with Task 
Group 50.17 and various units thereof, and returned to Eniwetok 
arriving on 25 July. 

(l) 26 - 27 July. At anchor at Eniwetok. 

(a) 28 July - 12 August 1944. U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON operated 

with Task Group 50.17 and various units thereof, sold returned to 
Eniwetok arriving on 12 August. 

2. On various cocasioas ships of the soreen reported sound 
oontaots. Escorts were detaohed to develop these oontaots. It is prob¬ 
able that mny of those oontaots were non-sub. It is possible that some 
of the time and aorrioes lost on the non-sub oontaots oould have been 
saved if acre accurate evaluations had been made. Amplifying reports 
should inoludet (s) quality of the eoho, (b) type of trsoe on reoorder, 
(e) width of target, (d) Movem e nt of target, (e) doppler, (f) evaluation 
after consideration has bean given to the above factors. 

3. U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON experienced no diffioulty in per¬ 
forming her assigned missions during this operation. 
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(e) 

Cb) 

(c) 

<0 


RIFZL ATTACK FIRST - then collect data for this rc-p-v.-' . v 

Do not "Sun I teak" thio tapert. If data cannot be c ’ intr.. with 

rcano j bln ...cc-racy, enter dash in space for which n . data is 

t ./s^iar.Xii, ... 

*.ieF.s sheet* arc to be filled out innediately after action is c< 
pint.r3 v.iti &?ts available from ship’s log, aomoip-, and consult. a-' 
t.i :-n vi.th chip’s officers.‘ Information is esrential in order ti .'-t 
the offertiveness of our equipment c?n be determined. "iShere da'-a 
are of cicuotful accuracy, fill in wj.th general acres. 

Forward und^r separate cover to Readiness I:vision. Commander in 
Chief, U.S.Fleet-. • 
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1. 

2, 

3. 

A. 

5. 

6. 


Surprise attack (yes-no) Day-night_ TrilighA 


Method picking plane up(Radar,binoculars,naked eye) £3-3 


Range,plane was picked up(50,30,10,lesa than 5 miles) 30 r ^- cs 

Tro ( 2 ) Bo 7 .iii 

Total number of planes observe d (6) Typ e ] » (M r : " 77” 


t r . 
./• • 


TvpQ = - 



Kucher of planes attacking own ship_ 

Humber of planes taken under fire by own shi p cir (6) _ 

• ^e • • * 

(a) Of those attacking own shi p rrrva T yp e 

(b) Others ,f;t (6) T yp e To (2) «JUDI»,-rcnr (A) "BSm * 

Spaed end altitude of approach in knots and fee t 230 knots 100 ft 

J m * ^ ' 

Kunber of guns firing-by caliber 5-5^/30 - 10 __ _ 


A,munition expended.. 


ThC (5 rrr^r; Art! rcurda 


Percent service allowance expende d 5^/33 ?*; l r ! I ' 

Method of contro l T: 37 ft 51 P*rr~*rt r:bthod of spottin g _ 

ITothcd of rangin g T~ T~ Method of firinn -Irectcr cart, flr-c» 

Approximate time-tracking to first sho t G r-'1? 

Anpror.it'te timo of first hit s ro hl v e cn c~»—7 plrrrs 


/rr^crJ^ato tlos firrt shot to leot shot_15_ri' 
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f v rcriptivo trnt/cn.additional sheet if required to clarify . •* 

7.*, Os ' r, f ■ r " ' 5> 
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m r ~?> roT?u for rirr~rr’n m / rrxo:i b? s T . T r ! 7 , i?, f u t?3 

\ca^o 2) 


A • 

• • *. -. K 


. , V - 


* 15. Approximate position angle of open fir e 2°. 

16. Approximate position angle ceaae fir e ■ 2° • ‘ 

17. Approximate bearing first sho t ~ , C. ~ 21p ( a) 

18. Approximate bearing-last shot ‘ ■- 2l0 & (fl) 


i-:/ 

• ' ' . < > •; 


19* Approximate range first sho tlO,C?Q ydn A lt.of plane 100 ft 


i V • 20. Approx, minimum range aircraft approache d 10,C^3 yds A ltitude ICO ft 

‘ 21. ^Approximate range last sho t I5»cpp yds A ltitude of plan e XOD ft 

!l”rk \ '... • • /- 

‘ 22. Approximate altitude of bomb release h ?r5 Size of bomb 

• * i . - * ■■■■■■■ ■ —■ ■■■ — ■■ — ■ — 

« *. ’ , • 

v . 23. Approximate range torpedo release^. 


r-.ra 


Size of torpedo Tor-p 


.24. Nuiiser hits on ship by bomb s conn b y torpeuoes P —^ 7 ?as ship strafed?/" 4 

Size gu n core 

* 

' 25. Number near bomb misses damaging shi p none _ 


26, Planes shot down: 


SIT3 

(ByewjTehip *SIH3 'PROBABLE BAiiACED 
» alcno) (Assist) 


'(a) Those attacking own ship.. time 
(b) Other aircraft.... I.. Eor -^ . "' rT 


V 

„ / 


(An aircraft is Considered destroyed '•Sure 1 ' tihen, as result of own 
ship's firei 1, It is 8ccn to crash. 2. It is seen to disintegrate in the 

sir or be enveloped in flecos.’ 3. It is soon to descend on friendly terri¬ 

tory and be captured. 4, Filot and entire croft are seen to bail out.) , 

(A K Suro-Ac3ict M ray be claimed rhen pl*r.e is destroyed as result of 
cren ship's cr.d assisting fire by friendly fuono 3 , chore batteries, or 
other ships.) 

(£n aircraft is ccr.eidercd probably destroyed when, as a result of own 
ship's fire: If is so dor‘•gad as to have leas than an even chance of reach¬ 
ing its era territrry safely.) 

(An aircraft ip considered damaged T.-hcn, as result of erm ship's firs: 

It i3''so C god ao to require repair before, beginning another mission, but 

has better tl.cn an even c v rr.ee of reaching its cr.rn territory safely. Cl? las 
shall be breed cr. cercf intoirc-gcti-n by proper authority, and every . 
effort shall be made to elinirnte duplication of clnice.) 


v 2?. Boot estimate of cize pun or guns responsible for each w SurQ n „ _ 

• 23, Fcrfcrr^noo of nr.runiticn (r.r.ccll?rt. gecd ,bad.poor) Prccllcr.t 
. 29* Ts? faflvren in material occurcd in this action?_. i ~~~c 


->3* £~ -•? (a) c-irrcti-rn cf afralati 

• . . (•’} < ■ r • 5 -1 .'t c p- a n. 

-*•’?; - v“ • - * to c-n m'v: •v.caicc. 


•alativc 6hip’s hcnd_ 
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A16-3/DD590 
Serial? 091 





U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif. 



I C^N*^I*D»^N«T»I*A*L 1 October 1944 

I &ECLASSIFED 


I 

I 


From: 

The Commanding Officer. 

To : 

The Co.nm&nder in Chief, United States Fleet. 

Subject: 

War Diary - September 1944 

Reference: 

(a) Cominch ltr FFl/A12-l/^l-^"3 # eer: 7152 of 


29 October 19A3. 


(b) Cincpac conf ltr 2CL-44 of 1 January 1944. 


U.S.S. PAUL HA’ALTON (DD590) 

1 September 1944 

At 0730 underway from Steadier Harbor, Admiralty 
Islands, in company with Task Croup 30.8 which consisted of the 
following ships: USS PAIiANSET (A085), USS SAUGATUCK (A075), 

USS LACKAYIANNA (A040), USS TAPPAHANNOCK (A043) US C iOSSISSINEffA 
(A059), USS MARIAS (A057), U£S MANATE” (A058), USS SEBEC (A087), 

USS CACHE (A067), USS JOHN D. HENLEY (DD553), (C.T.C*. 30.6), 

USS HALL (DD583), USS X COi'-UELL (DEI 63 ), USS LEVY (DE162), 

USS DAVID Vi. TAYLOR (DD551), and USS ELDLN (PE26A), and proceeded 
to rendezvous with T.G. 38.1 and T.G. 38.3. Oilers formed cir¬ 
cular disposition and screening vessels formed anti-submarine 
screen. At 2056 USS PAUL HAiflLTON (DD590),while on picket station 
ten (10) miles ahead of disposition, had sound contact and dropped 
a nine ( 9 ) charge pattern with medium depth setting. The results 
were negative and contact was not regained. At 2225 the surface 
search radar picked up a contact which proved to be Task Group 
30.7. At 2302 upon orders from T.G. 30.8 USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
was relieved by USS MILES (EE183) and USS SEID (IE256), of Task 
Group 30.7. 

Positions 

0800 01-56 S 1200 01-29 S 2000 00-36 S 

147-18 E ‘ 147-31 E 148-44 E 







91182 
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A16-3/DD590 
Serial: 091 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Subject: War Diary - September 1944. 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 2D (-9) 

2 September 1944 

At 0500 made contact with T.G. 38.1 and commenced fueling exercises. 
Upon completion of fueling exercises. Task Group 30.8 Joined Task Group 38.1 
and formed cruising disposition 5-Roger Oboe and proceeded on various courses 
at various speeds. At 1700 changed zone description to -10. 

Positions 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Fleet Poet Office 
San Francisco, Calif. 

1 October 1944 


0800 00-10.5 S 

1200 00-32 S 

2000 00-04 S 

150-36.8 E 

151-14 E 

151-18 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 


ZD (-10) 

3 September 1944 




During the morning oilers formed fueling line and fueled units of 

T. G. 38.3. Completed fueling operations approximately 1200 and oilers and 
screening vessels of T.G. 30.8 formed cruising disposition and departed from 
rendezvous area for Seeadler Harbor, Manus Island. At 1800 changed zone 
description to -9. 

Positions 

0800 01-20 N 1200 00-57 N 2000 00-08 S 

150-30 E 151-25 E 151-44 E 

U. S.S. PAUL HAMELTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

4 September 1944 


Proceeding as before. At 1330 air search radar picked up unident¬ 
ified air target at thirty (30) miles which closed to sixteen (16) miles then 
opened until contact was lost* 

Postions 


0800 00-21 S 1200 00-23 S 2000 00-47 S 

150-03 E 149-22 E 147-54 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

5 September 1944 

Disposition made land fall on Manus Island at 0557. Upon arriving 
off harbor entrance, oilers proceedeu in and screening vessels patrolled 
entrance until all oilers had entered, thence proceeded to enter the harbor. 

Positions 


0800 


01-57 S 
147-30 E 















U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
A16-3/DD590 Fleet Peat Office 

Serial: 091 Sen Francisco, Calif* 

Subject: War Diary - September 1944* 


U.S*S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
6*7 September 1944 


1 October 1944 


ZD (-10) 


Anchored in Seeadler Harbor, Manna Island* 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (H>590) ZD (-10) 

8 September 1944 


At 0800 proceeded out harbor entrance to assigned area for anti- 
submarine exercises with U.S.S. S-45* Having completed exercises re-entered 
harbor at 1600. 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

9 September 1944 

By authority of ComDesRon FIFTY-ONE we proceeded from Seeadler 
Harbor to assigned anti-aircraft firing area in company with the U.S.S. DAVID 
W. TAYLOR (DD"5l). Various types of runs were made by the towing plane and 
excellent firing results were obtained, having expended 188 rounds 5"/38 cal. 

AA common; 708 rounds 40mm service ammunition; and 880 rounds 20mm ammunition. 
During the afternoon TR-1 runs were conducted with the U.S.S. DAVID W. TAYLOR 
(Et>551), After completing these exercises both ships returned to Seeadler 
Harbor* 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (UD590) ZD (-9) 

10-11 September 1944 

Anchored in Seeadler Harbor, Manus Island. 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

12 September 1944 

In accordance with dispatch 081325 of September 1944 of C.T.G. 30.9 
Task Units 30.8.2 and 30*8.4 proceeded out of Seeadler Harbor and formed cruis¬ 
ing disposition. Ships in company were as follows: USS TAPPAHANNOCK (A043), 
(C.T.U. 30.8.2 and O.T.C.), USS SEBEC (A087), USS PAMANSET (A085), USS LACKA’-YANA 
(A040). USS CACHE (A06?), USS SAUGATUCK (A075), USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590)(Com- 
screen), USS DAVID W. TAYLOR (ED551), USS ELDEN (DE764), USS X CONNELL (IC163). 
After clearing the harbor and forming, disposition proceeded along assigned 
route* 

Positions 

0800 01-31 S 1200 00-55*6 S 2000 CO-22 S 

147-27 E 147-06 B 147-24 E 
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A16-3/DD590 
Serial: 091 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Subject: War Diary - September 1944 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) 
Fleet Poet Office 
Saa FranciBco, Calif, 


1 October 1944 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

13 September 1944 

During the day, several floating objects were sighted, and upon 
our investigation proved to be up-rooted trees. 

Positions 


0800 00-31 N 1200 00-48.2 N 

142-51 E 14.-59.4 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

14 September 1944 

Proceeded as before. 

Positions 


2000 01-20 N 

140-20 E 


ZD (-9) 


0800 02-13 N 

137-54 E 


1200 02-28 N 

136-56 E 


2000 03-14.5 N 

135-31 E 


U.S.S PAUL HAMILTON (ID590) ZD (-9) 

15 Septe..iber 1944 


At 0700 T.U, 30.8.6 consisting of U.S.S. KASKASKIA (A027), USS 
GUADALUPE (A052), USS NECHES (A047), USS SAP.GENT BAY (CVE83), USS THATCHER 
(H>514), USS MITCHELL (DE43), and USS JOHN D. HENLEY (DD553) joined disposition 
by orders of C.T.G. 30.8 (Capt. ACUFF) in USS JOHN D. HENLEY (DD553) who 
assumed tactical commfind of entire disposition. 

Positions 


0800 04-21 N 

133-21 E 


1200 


03-31 N 
---36 E 


132 ' 


2000 03-48 N 

133-52 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

16 September 1944 


At 0700 oilers in disposition formed fueling lines for fueling exer¬ 
cise with T.G. 38.2 and T.G. 38.3. At 1535 completed fueling operations with 
T.G. 38.2 and T.G. 38.3* Tankers and screening vessels formed cruising dis¬ 
position. 

Positions 

0800 05-33 N 1200 05-19.1 N 2000 04-44 N 

133-55 E 133-32.6 E 133-77 E 


-4- 
































A16-3/DD590 
S«ri&l< 091 

ODNFIDgn'IAL 



U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
Fleet Poet Office 



San Francisco, Calif. 


1 October 1944 


Subject! War Diary - September 1944 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

17 September 1944 

During the Morning Task Unit 30.8.6 transferred remjfnant cargo to 
Task Unit 30.8.2 and then by orders of C.T.G. 30.8 was detached to proceed as 
ordered. T.U. 30.8.2 plus USS JOHN D. HENLEY (DD553) and USS SARGENT BAY 
(CVE83) formed cruising disposition and proceeded to the northward for rendez¬ 
vous. 

Positions 


0800 05-34 N 1200 

05-02 N 

2000 05-20 N 

134-21 E 

134-04 E 

134-05 E 

| 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 


ZD (-9) 

18 September 1944 




Proceeding, as before. USS SARGENT BAY (CVE83) held flight operations 
through the day, landing and launching planes. 

Positions 

0800 07-21 N 1200 08-14 N 2000 09-51 N 

132- 44 E 132-45 E 133-03 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

19 Sept eat) er 1944 

At 0500 for;aed fueling disposition in preparation to fueling T.G. 38.1 
anu T.G. 38.3* At 0?00 C.T.U. 30.6.11 joined disposition ana reoortea to CTG 
30.8 for duty. T.U. 30.8.11 consisted of: USS NANTAH3L* (A060), USS ATA50SA 
(AO 66 ), US? ENOREE (A069), USS JACK MILLER (DE410), USS WYMAN (EE38) and USS 
STRAUSS(dF408). About 1600 completed fueling and Task Unite 30.8.2 and 30.8.11 
formed cruising disposition under tactical command of C.T.G. 30.6. 

Positions 

0800 11-56 N 1200 11-35 N 2000 11-18.5 N 

133- 20 E 132-55 E 132-32 E 

tJ.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

20 September 1944 

Units of the screen fueled during the morning. T.U. 30.8.11 received 
rerajnant cargo from T.U. 30.8.2 and proceed on assigned duty by C.T.G. 30. 8 . 

USS 8ARGEUT BAY (CVE 83 ) conducted flight operations for patrol purposes through¬ 
out the day. 

* 



























A16-3/DD590 
Serial* 091 

CONFIDENTIAL 



( ) 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ~ 

Fleet Poet Office 
San Francisco, Calif, 

1 October 1944 


Subject* War Diary - September 1944. 


U.S.S. PAUL HAmTON (ID590) ZD (-9) 

21 September 1944 

At 1100 USS JOHN D. HENLEY (DD553) and USS SARCENT BAY (CVE83), 
departed to join T.U, 30.8.16 and T.U. 30.8.13. Task Unit 30.8.2' proceeded 
to Manus Island in accordance with orders of C.T.G. 30.8. 

Positions 

0800 07-50 N 1200 07-05.5 H 2000 05-26.8 N 

137-09 E 137-29.8 E 137-49.2 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAmiOM (DD59O) ZD (-9) 

22 September 1944 


Proceeded as before. 

Positions 


0800 03-45 N 

139-38 E 


1200 03-06 N 

140-33 E 


2000 02-31 N 

142-05.E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAmTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

23 September 1944 


Proceeded as before. 

Positions 


0800 01-07.5 N 

144-20 S 


1200 00-43 N 

145-02 E 


2000 00-04.3 N 

140-33.5 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

24 September 1944 


At 0600 entered Seeadler Harbor, Manus Island and was detached from 
Task Unit 30.8*2. 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

25-26 Saptember 1944 


Anohored in Seeadler Harbor, Manus Island. 
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A16-3/DD590 
Seria*: 091 


CONFIDENTIAL 



U.S.S. PAUL HAiOLTOM (EC590) 
Fleet Poet Office 
San Francisco, Calif. 


1 October 1944 


Subject: War Diary - September 1944. 


U.S.S. PAUL HA1HLT0N (ED590) ZD (-9) 

27 September 1944 

In accordance with secret dispatch 260312 of September 1944, of 
C.T.G. 30.9 we departed from Seeadler Harbor in company with USS ALCEB ARAN 
(AFIO) to proceed to Ulithi Islands. 

Positions 


0800 01-57 S 1200 

147-19 e; 

01-05 s 

147-24.7 E 

2000 

00-17.5 N 
146-23.4 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAJILTCN (DD590) 

28 September 1944 


ZD (-9) 


Proceeded as before. 

Positions 




0800 02-18.15 N 1200 02-52.7 N 

144-24 E 143-55 E 

2000 

04-05.3 N 
142-52.3 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAiULTON (DD590) 

29 September 1944 


ZD (-9) 


Proceeded as before. 

Positions 




0800 05-54 N 1200 

141-20 E 

06-43 N 
141-15 E 

2000 

08-00 N 
139-59 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

30 September 1944 


ZD (-9) 


At 0414 sighted land identified as Ulithi Islands. After escort 
ing USS ALBEBARAN (AFIO) to the East entrance, this ship was detached to 
carry out remainder of C.T.G. 30.9 secret dispatch 260312 of September 1944 

Positions 

0800 10-08 N 1200 

139-48 E 

09-07.3 N 
139-35.5 3 

2000 

07-22 N 
140-00 E 


a 


0 




t 


■4 
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IJD690/A16 

Cat*-! t Oftfi 



CONFIbSi 


1 


, . • p. +*f- 5 ? 

C3 • • i j 

' U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Fleet Post Offioe 
San Frmoiaoo, Calif* 


0 


12 September 1944. 


From* The Commanding Officer. 

To t The Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacifio Fleet. " 

Via t Commander Task Group THIRTY POINT EIGHT. 

Commander THIRD Fleet. 

I 

Subject: Anti-Submarine Action Report dated 1 September 1944. 

Reference: (a) Cinopao oonf. ltr. 2CL-44 of 1 January 1944. 

Enclosure: <A) Anti-Submarine Action Report dated 9-1-44. P 

—(■©) Copy of Bound recording. P> ^ 

1. In aocordanoe with reference (a) enclosures (A) and 

(B) are forwarded.* 



CC: Cominch (Advance dopy) 
Comdespao (Advance oopy) 


FIRST ENDORSEMENT to 
U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON'S 
conf. ltr. DD590/A16 
ser. 086, dated 9/12/44 


Commander Task Group 30.8 
Care of Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 
30 October 1944• 


From: Commander Task Group 30.8. 

To: The Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

Via: Commander THIRD Fleet. 


1. Forwarded. 



3 03341 
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* • 
ASW-1 (Barbed Not. IMS) 
i> l!1 Z» 


• 0 


t > 


ANTISUBMARINE ACTION BY SURFACE SHIP 

. . I 

(ATTACK FIRST—Thaa ceQact data far this rapart) 

• SEX COYER OF PAD FOR INSTRUCTIONS 


L GENERAL 

Attack No._1_Data of report , 1 S?P£i - 3-S44 . 

Type Ship PcstroTCT _'Nationality P«8a_L 

Time Zone used in Report- =2_ 


Ship USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

_ Command ^hlt 


O 


Weather _._VlsEbillty ■ 8 m±le ” __ Sea_ smooth 

Mission R&dar Picket Conroy No. ”.G. 30.8 


Time first contact 20^6 

Data flret contact 1 Sept, 1944 






TJ65" 


Wind. 


none 


fathoms 


s vessel 

tr 


Conroy speed 


H.‘5‘kts~ 


Sound ran ye of the day Est# 3000 yds_Sub fiist reported by_ Q ___- 

,T.G. $0.8 bearing 246°(Tj distance 1U miles. 

How own contact first made-gChOrrStflring-:---, _—-— - 

«— — —-- .... BURKHOLDER, Kw Ellyn, Jr Sca2c 27? 97 64 tt 

DL APPROACH 


Time 

Contact 

Kane* 

True 

Bearing 

Own 

Course 

Own 

Speed 

TUTUARVa 

(Include change of, dap pier, type of echo) 

2056 

Sound 

1950 

160 

u66 

15 


5103 

Sound 

AOO 

180 

185 

T3T 

Dropped on this course 







. 





* 








































































# 




































r 

r 1 






At time of firing: Own course . 
Range of first radar co n tac t - 
Ran?* of first ritual righting . 
Ran?* of first sound contact - 

Propeller noises __ 

Doppler: Amount — - 

Width of target_ 


JSL 


1950 yda 


DO 

alight" 


down 


Own tpaod - 11 }^ot B_ 

Type radar ■ - -- 

Object sighted 
Type sound 
Type of eeho 


QCL QfU 


JSltrftlj 0 . 




Range ef . 


100 yda 


Depplar tnrtiwation Opening --———- 

T^at «^«mnt _Sli£hL movement to left 


SPECIFY TIME ZONE—USE GCT IT POSSIBLE 


3 03341 





























































































I 

1 


m. ACTION 


DEPTH CHARGES 


DEPTH CHARGE NO. 

1 

’ j 

\~. * i.’ 

S 

S 

4 

[! 

• 

—IT 

T f 

piEi 

vep 

i* 

u 

u 

IS 

:U 

18 

Seconds after first charge 

‘ 


• 







• \ n 

Q 





Depth setting 

Esa 

“ICO 

■ 2 W 

w 



J-c-V. 

S 253 

25 ^ 

; y 






Impulse charge 






ft 

rif 

#2 

#2 







Mark of DC 

6 

6 

6 

6 


7 

7 

7 

7 


y 

" 




Mark of pistol 

6-2 

. 6-1 

6 -] 

, 6-1 


6 =] 

^-1 

6=1 

6-1 

.. 

.6=1 





Duds 

no 

■■ lp 

„ ,, 

_ 

_ 

1 1 


_ 

_ 


_ 

. 

_ 

_ 


Ahood Throwing Wupcm: 

A/8 Projector: Typo- 

Projectile*: Number - 

At firing: Bug*- 

Detonation*: Number- 

Air temperature- 

Corrected range- 

Time of flight . — -. 1 — 


Gunfire: 

Calibre Gun 


_Mark_Fafluree_ 

_Mark_Fuse: Mark_ 

_Tilt of projector (or roll of ship)_ 

_Second* after **»"g 

_Water temperature __________ Base range_ 

_ Wu wake effect c o rrect i on used?_Erratic flight 

Sub bearing at Mm* of firing - 


Bounds fired 


Estimated hits 


Other Action: 

DESCRIPTION: 

Relative speed at last contact or firing A/T/W ... 

At drop or firing A/T/W: Sub speed _l.Mg_Sub course jtoPTQriflBtftly 230° fT)_ 

Sub depth nsdima Method of timing drop_ Chanri r.al,_rflcarder_:_ 

Length of search after last attack ■'trhf search abudoned by another ship 


Marker buoy dropped J-ZBfl- 
Porwarded to .. _ 


, Sample* obtained 


none 


at -Damage to Sobrnsriue,: r 


: t v 


•••") r: ; 


’ 1 


■t i ■ 

V.- ». » 




.) • • w« 


. *» ’■ * >*< 


* r »- £ -; 'V. 

IV. NARRATIVE (Um Additional Blank Pag* If N •emuij.) 

eV » • — 

BNOflSDES (fi)* Copy of aouM* recording. (with original only). 


W\ 


• "■ \ 


. .1 * 


Copies tot CinCpac ■ (2) (with Bn cl. (By)) ■ 
CTG30.* (1) 

Cominch (l) Advance Copy 

• r ! ConDsaPae ill) Advance Copy 
' ComDeaBon 51 (l) 


1 V 


>,'1 




1" *.••• txM -f i 


0 . ■. 


0 


t 
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H*S,8, PAUL HA1HLT0N (DD590) 


fleet Poet Office 
dan Francisco* Calj f, 


JC590/A16-3 
Serial* 094 


yw 

November 1944 



Front 
To | 


The Go-nmendlng Offiosr* 

fht Commender In Ohitf, United fttetep lift, 


• ftp Pier* • Ootober 1 % 1 , 

hiwiBMi fi) mm tnj&i-y&Wi m im *t 

t „ If iMibw IfU 

(yj iMrtti litif Ifr MM if I iiftwrj' UMi 




frmiaihf 19 tei iite. Hiiturk ArehipekgB by 
•uthority e t M*0» JO,9 diipAteh liojift iiptember UVUi 


Positions 


0800 05-09 N 

142-12 E 


1200 04-06 N 


2000 02-30 N 

144-23 £ 

2D (-9) 


142-58 E 


U,S*S, PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 


2 October 1944 

Prcoeeding es before* During the morning held gunnery exer* 
eieeo having expended 24 roundi of 5V3S eel*) Hark 32 fuze} end 30 

rounds of 5 r> /36 oel. Mark 17 fuze* At 1147 lighted lend beering 
215°(T), dintenoe 32 miles. At 1231 Entered leeedler Harbor* Uenue 
Island* 


Poeitlone 


0800 00-32 S 

147-08,3 E 


O.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
3 October 1944 


2D (-9) 


Anchored in Steadier Harbor* Manus Island 



-1- 
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DD590/A16-3 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) 

Serial: 094 

Fleet Post Office 


San Francisco, Calif. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

1 November 1944 

Subject: 

War Diary - October 1944 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (1X590) ZD (-9) 

4 October 1944 


At 0649 underway from Seeadler Harbor, Manus Island in accordance 
with aortic plan of Commander Task Unit 30.8.16 dated 3 October 1944. Escort 
vessels proceeded through anti-submarine nets and screened entrance. All ships 
formed in firing disposition prior to commencing scheduled exercises. After 
firing was completed ships formed in cruising disposition as follows: Left col¬ 
umn- USS NASSAU (CVE16); USS STEAMER BAY (CVE87)j USS SITKDH BAY (CVES6 )j center 
column- USS TAPPAHANIDCK (A043); USS PAMANSET (A085); USS SEBEC (A0S7)j USS 
'NEHENTA BAY (CVE74); right column- USS SCHUYLKILL (A076), USS ESCAMBRIA (AD80), 
USS CKDCASKTA (A054), and following screening vessels; USS MC CONNELL (DE163), 

USS LAUDNS (DE743), USS WATERMAN (EE740), USS RIDDLE (DE185), USS WESSON (CE184), 
and USS PAUL HAMILTON (ED590). 

Positions 


1200 01-40.5 S 2000 00-26 S 

147-23.5 E 146-58 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

5 October 1944 

Proceeded as before. USS NEHENTA BAY (C7E74) provided anti-sub¬ 
marine patrols during all daylight hours, and combat plr patrol at sunrise and 
•unset. 

Positions 

0800 01-22 N 1200 01-15 N 2000 02-15 N 

145-27 E 145-19.5 E 144-23 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (ID590) ZD (-9) 

6 October 1944 


IXirirg the morning the USS MARTIN (L£3C) 

joined 

disposition taking 

station in the screen. 

0800 03-38 N 

Positions 

. 1200 03-31 N 

2000 

04-11 N 

142-41 E 

143-00 E 


141-42 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DC590) 
7 October 1944 

Proceeded as 

before. 

ZD(-9) 


0800 05-54 N 

Positions 

1200 06-24 N 

2000 

07-14 N 

139-50 E 

139-14 E 


137-48 E 


• 2 - 
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TO590/A16-3 
. Serial: 094 

CONFIDENTIAL 

8 ubject* 


...l 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
Fleet Poet Office 
San Francleco, Calif, 

1 


War Diary - October 1944 


November 1944 


U,S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) © (- 9 ) 

6 October 1944 

At 1121 the SO radar picked up two targets which proved to be USS 
MUNSEF, (AT107) and USS PAWNEE (AT74) who Joined disposition) taking stations 
astern of the screen* 

EmAUpm 


0800 08-39 N 

136-05 E 


1200 OS-56.4 N 2000 

135-30.5 5 


10-05.5 N 
134-28.2 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ED (-9) 

9 October 1944 


o 


* 


fueled. 


Proceeded as before. During the morning units of the screen 
Positions 


0800 12-00 N 

1200 

12-41 W 

2000 

14-08 N 

132-55 E 


132-33 E 


132-02 E 

• 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

10 October 1944 



ZD (-9) 



Proceeded as before. At 1144 a surface contact was identified as 
C.T.G. 30.8 in company with Task Unit 30.8.1 and Task Unit 30 . 8 . 6 . C.T.G. 30.8 
relieved C.T.U. 30.8.16 as O.T.C., and assumed tactical command of all units pres¬ 
ent. At about 1700, by orders of C.T.G. 30.8, units formed disposition in prep¬ 
aration to fueling Task Force 38. 

Positions 


0800 16-10 N 1200 17-07 N 2000 

130-26 E 130-43 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

11 October 1944 


18-15 N 
130-08 E 


At 0614 an SG radar con tact picked up at 45,800 yarns was identif¬ 
ied as Task Force 38. At about 0800 the fueling exercise commenced with all ships 
\of T.F. 38 fueling. At 1134 the CAP of T.G. 38.4 destroyed one (l) BETTI at range 
thirty-five (35) miles from disposition. The operation was completed by all fuel¬ 
ing units between 1600 and 1800. Task Unit 30.8.2 and T.U. 30.8.7 formed cruising 
disposition. 


0800 


19-51 * 
128-01 E 


1200 


Positions 

19-46 N 
127-08 E 


2000 


19-45 N 
126-20 E 


















EC590/A16-3 
Serial: 094 

CONFIDENTIAL 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD 590 ) 
Fleet Poat Office 
San Francisco, Calif. * 


1 November 1944 


Subject: War 'Diary - October 1944. 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) ZD (- 9 ) 

12 October 1944 


Task Group 30.8 divided into three cruising formations as follows: 
the easternmost formation consisting of Task Units 30.8.2 and 30 . 8 . 7 ; the center 
formation consisting of Task Units 30.8.1 sad 30. 8 . 6 ; westernmost formation con¬ 
sisting of Task Units 30.6.12 and 30.8.13. During the morning the screening ves¬ 
sels fueled. At 1600 Task Units 30.8.1 and 30.8.6 detached as directed. Remain¬ 
ing Task Units formed circular disposition with bent-line screen. 

Positions 

0800 18-21.5 N 1200 17-53 BT * 2000 16-54 N 

128-41 E 129-15 E 130-20.5 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

13 October 1944 


Cruising as before. Two ( 2 ) unidentified aircraft reported during 
the day with the CAP of US3 NEHANTA BAY (CVE74) and USS RUDYARD BAY (CVE81)‘inter¬ 
cepting. These planes were evidently "snoopers" as they dosea to, only 25-30 
miles and faded from the radar ecope when our fighters were vectored out to them. 

Positions 


0800 14-24 N 

131-13 E 


1200 14-19 S 

130-33 E 


2000 14-56 N 

130-11 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

14 October 1944 


During the morning another unidentified air target closed to 35 
miles and then faded when our fighters attempted to intercept. Task Unit 30.8.8 
rejoined disposition. Task Group 3 O .8 headed on a southeasterly course in order 
to expedite rendessvous with T.U. 30. 8 .17. At 112M a SG radar contact was ident¬ 
ified as T.U. 30.8.17 and upon Joining the entire disposition r.es^bd course to 
325°(T) in order to effect a rendezvous with units of Task Force 38. At 1255 
USS WATERMAN (DE740), USS PAUL HAMILTON (ED590), USS NEHANTA BAY (CVET74) and USS 
RUDYARD BAY (CVL8.1) ordered detached to proceed in accordance with oraers of 
ComThirdFleet to effect a rendezvous with T.G. 30.2 to the northwest. 

Positions 


0800 


14-28 N 
131-27 E 


1200 


14-07 N 
131-30 E 


2000 15-49 N 

130-27.5 E 

















DD590/A16-3 
Serial: 094 

CONFIDENTIAL 


( , • { . 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ' * 

Fleet Poet Office 
San Francisco, Calif. 

1 November 1944 


Subject: War Diary - October 1944 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (HJ590) ZD (-9) 

15 October 1944 


Proceeded ae before. At 0610 in accordance with orders of Coat- 
ThirdFleet USS NEHANTA BAY (CVE74), USS RULYARD BAY (CVE81), USS YJATERMAN (DE740) 
and USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) proceeded to rejoin T.G. 30*2. At 0714 rejoined 
T.G. 30*8 and took previous stations in the various task units. At 1000 T.G. 30.8 
formed fueling disposition in preparation to fueling T.G. 38.2 and T.G. 38.3. 

Fueling exercises were coupleted at approximately 1930 and Task Units were directed 
in accordance with orders of C.T.G. 30.8. Task Unit 30.617* USS NEHANTA BAY (CVE74), 
USS RUUXARD BAY (CVE81), USS HALLCRAN (DE305), and USS PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) formed 
cruising dispoaition in accordance with orders of C.T.G. 30.8. 

Positions 


0800 


17-51 V 
129-01 Ei 


1200 


18-07 N 
128-40 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
16 October 1944 


2000 
ZD (-9) 


18-42 N 
129-30 E 


cut the day. 


Proceeded as .before. USS HEHENTA BAY (C7E74) conducted ASP through- 
Positions 


0800 19-U N 

130-39 K 


1200 19-U N 

131-18 E 


2000 19-49 N 

132-59 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HA:XQ>T0N (DD590) ZD (-9) 

17 October 1944 


During the afternoon USS HALLORAN (DE305) and US" PAUL HAMILTON 
(DD590) fueled fitm USS SCHUYLKILL (A076). At 1552 an SG radar contact was identif¬ 
ied as T.G, 30.8,. An unite formed cruising disposition in accordance with orders 
of C.T #30.8. 

Positions ■» 

0800 18-09 N 12C0 17-35 N 2000 17-45 N 

130-33 E 129-39 E 129-59 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

18 October 19A4 


* Oilers of T.G. 30.8 conducted fuelling operations with T.G. 32.3* 
At 1230 T.G. 38.3 completed fueling and cleared disposition. Oilers co.nmencea 
consolidating cargo. At 1720 Task Units 30.8.2 and 30.8.7 and USS NEHAIjTA BAY 
(CVE74), USS RULYARE BAY (CVE81) formed separate cruising disposition 10 miles to 
the south of remaining task units in accordance with orders from C.T.G. 30.8. 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Fleet Poet Office 
San Franciaco, Calif, 

1 November 1944 


Subjeoti War Idary - October 1944 


18 Ootobor 1944 (ooriM) Poe ltd one 

I 

0800 17-55 N 1200 18-06 N 2000 17-52 N 

128-51 E 128-28 E 130-06 E 



DD590/A16-3 
Serial* 094 

/ CONFIDEOTIAL 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

19 October 1944 

Task Units 30.8.2 pumped remnant cargoes into T.U. 30.8.7 and 
upon completion T.U. 30.8.2, USS RUDYARD BAY (CVE81), USS IE CONNELL (EE163), 

USS HALLORAN (DE 305 ), and US 3 PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) departed for Ulithi in accord¬ 
ance with orders of C.T.G. 30.8. 

Positions 


** I 


0800 15-04 N 

1200 

14-46 N 

2000 14-07 N 

128-37 E 

i 

129-04 E 

130-35 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) 



ZD (-9) 

20 October 1944 

f 




Proceeded as before. 

Positions 

0800 12-40 N 1200 12-21 N 2000 11-19 N 

133-25 E 134-04 B 135-55 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) 

21 October 1944 


Arrived at Ulithi Atoll at 1300 and was detached from T.U. 30.8.2 
and reported to C.T.G. 57*6 for duty. 

Positions 


1 

j 



0800 10-10.6 N 

138-41 E 


1200 9-42 N 

139-35 E 


U.S.S, PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

22-27 October 1944 

Anchored in Ulithi Atoll, 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

28 October 1944. 

In accordance with orders from C.T.G, 57.6 we were ordered to 

J atrol station one (1) in accordance with CooThirdFleet serial 030 of 1 October 
944. 

' . 2000 09-58 N 

139-47 E 



6- 
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Iff'590/Al6-3 
fierialt 094 


U,8,S, PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
Fleet Poet Office 
{ton Franoieeo, Calif t 


1 Noaveaber 1944 


OONFUEBTIAL 

8ubjectt War Diary - Ootobar 1944* 


Uit.6. PAUL HAm«N (DDJ90) 

8$ Ootobar 1944 

Za aoeordanoa with ofdare of O.T.0. 57*6 wo wort raliavad on 
station by USS HALLORAN (DE305). At 0745 onterad Ulithi Atoll. 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

30-31 October 1944 


Anchored in Ulithi Atoll 
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• DD690/ll6 
Serial* 098 


I*A*L 



U.8.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
Fleet Post Offioe 
San Franoiseo* Calif* 


u 




\ ! 

17 November 1944 

/ 

/ 


From* The Commanding Offioer. 

To t The Commander in Chief* United States Fleet 


Subjeot* Wax Diary* November 1944. 


Referenoet 


(a) Cominoh ltr FFl/ll2 l/AlS 3, 
29 Ootober 1943. 

(b) Cinopao oonf ltr 2CL 44 of 1 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
1 November 1944 


ser* 7152 of 
January 1944. 
ZD (-9) 


Anohored in Ulithi Atoll* Tfeatem Carolines. 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

2 November 1944 


At 0500 we got underway in acoordanoe with C.T.G. secret 
despatch 011232 of November 1944. All esoorts screened the entrance 
prior to the oilers forming in the oruising disposition. T.U. 30.3.17 
consisting of T.U. 30.6.2 and T.U. 30.8.5 oonsisted oft USS MISSISSINITNA 
(A069), USS LACKA^INA (A040), USS KASKASKIA (*)27), USS CALIENTE (A053) 
USS TAPPAHAJNOCK (A043), USS RUDYARD BAY (CVE81), USS RALL (DE304), USS 
CAPPS (DD550), USS PARKS(DE165), USS ZUNI (ATF95), and USS PAUL HAMILTON 
(DD590)• At 1530 USS NANTAHALA (A060) and USS HALLORAII (DE305) joined 
the disposition. 

Positions 

0800 09 45 N 1200 10 07 N 2000 10 41 N 

139 33 E 138 49 3 136 51 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

3 November 1944 

At 0452 made radar oontact with T.G. 38.1 and T.C-. 38.3. 

Oilers formed line normal to the fueling course and oonmenced fueling 
T.G. 38.3. At 0920 oon^leted fueling T.G. 30.3, and oonmenced fueling 
T.G. 38.1. At 1620 oompleted fueling T.G. 38.1. Upon oompletion of 
fueling T.G. 3b.1 and T.G. 38.3 formed oruising disposition and prooeeded 
westward. 

Positions 

. 0800 16 55 N 1200 16 04 H 2000 15 50 N 

133 10 B 133 01 B 132 48 E 


















DD590/A16 
seriali 098 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
Fleet Post Offioe 
Sen Franoisoo, Calif. 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Subjeott ^ar Diary, November 1944 

U.S.S.*PAUL *FjJ.HLTOH*(DD596)’ 

4 November 1944 


17 November 1944 


ZD (-9) 




U.S.S. RUDYAND BAY (CYE81) launched and recovered planes throughout 
the day, maintaining CAP and ASP. 

Positions 


0800 15 35 N 

133 10 E 


1200 15 04 N 

133 01 E 


2000 15 50 N 

132 48 E 


U.S.S . PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

5 November 1944 


During the morning the esoorts were fueled. At 1214 T.U. 30.8.3 joined 
T.U. 30.8.17. T.U. 30.8.3 consisted of USS PA7UXET (A044), USS NEOSHO (A043), 
USS V0N01IGAHELA (1042), USS WATERl'AN (DE740), and USS EVANS (DD552). 

Positions 


0800 06 12 N 


1200 15 21 N 2000 14 38 N 

133 33 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAIIILTCir (DD590) ZD (-9) 

6 November 1944 


area. 


Proceeded cm various oouraes at various speeds conforming to the fueling 

Positions 


0800 13 02 II 

132 57 E 


1200 13 24 H 

132 12 E 


2000 14 22 N 

131 19 E 


U.S.S. PAUL 'HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

7 November 1944 


A radar oontaot at 0630 was identified as T.G. 38.2 and 38.4. T.U. 30.8.5 
was detached from T.U. 30.6.17 to fuel T.G. 38.4. T.U. 30.8.2 commenced fueling 
T.G. 38.2. Completed fueling T.G. 38.2 and T.G. 38.4. 

Positions 


14 32 N 
129 01 S 


0800 


1200 


14 35 N 
129 23 E 


2000 • 15 07 N 

130 24 E 
















0 •<. 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) 

Fleet Post Office 
Sen Francisco, Calif. 

17 November 1944 


Subject* *ar Diary, November 1944 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9). 

8 November 1944 

Proceeded in company with T.U. 30.8.2. A typhoon of moderate propor¬ 
tions passed to the south of the disposition approximately 300 miles. 

Positions 

0800 14 23 IT 1200 15 09 N 2000 15 36 N 

131 36 E 132 11 E 133 03 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAJ2LT0M (DD590) ZD (-9) 

9 November 1944 

Proceedingin company with T.U. 30.8.2, T.U. 30.8.2, T.U. 30.8.3, T.U. 
30.8.4, and T.U. 30.8.5 oruised as separate dispositions. Seas were still rough 
and with a moderate swell, and wind of strength 3 to 4. 

Positions 


DD590/A16 
Serial! 098 

CONFIDENTIAL 


0800 17 11 N 1200 17 31 N 2000 17 26 IT 

134 42 E 135 20 E 136 45 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

10 November 1944 

Proceeded as before. Esoorts fueled during the morning. 

Positions 

0800 16 56 IT 1200 16 16 N 2000 14 55 N 

136 39 E 136 07 L 135 09 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAHII.70II (DD690) ZD (-9) 

11 November 1944 

At 0230 USS MOLALA (ATF106) joined disposition. Oilers of T.U. 30.8.5 

pumped remnants of oargo into oilers of T.U. 30.8.7. At 1730 T.U. 30.8.5 was 

detached to proceed independently # in accordance with orders of C.T.G. 30.8. At 
2000 a radar oontact was identified as T.U. 30.8.8. 

Positions 

0800 15 46 H 1200 13 46 S 2000 13 37 N 

133 09 E 132 23 E 131 04 E 


3 


3 
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DD690/U6 
Seriali 098 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Subjeott 


U.S.S. PAUL HA..'ILTON (DD690) 2D (-9) 

12 November 1944 

A radar contaot at 0450 'was Identified as T.G. 38.3 and upon closing 
commenced fueling from T.U. 30.8.2. Completed fueling at 1525. Oilers formed 
oruising disposition as soon as T.G. 38.3 was dear. 

Positions 

0800 13 42 N 1200 13 46 N 2000 13 41 II 

129 00 E 128 06 E 128 04 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) ZD (-9) 

13 November 1944 


I ) 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) 

Fleet Post Offioe 
San Franoisoo, Calif. 

17 November 1944 

e 

Uar Diary. November 1944 


0 




At 0730 T.U. 30.8.2 pumped remnant oargo to T.U. 30.8.3. Upon com¬ 
pletion of cargo consolidation. T.U. 30.8.2 was detached to proceed on duty 
assigned. At 2020 an unidentified radar oontact was pioked up at 020°(T) 14 miles. 
U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) was ordered to investigate by C.T.U. 30.8.2. Upon 
heading for the contaot the target disappeared from the radar soreen. A sound 
oontaot was picked up immediately upon arriving at the spot of last radar oontact. . 
Depth charges were dropped with undetermined results. The oontaot was not re¬ 
gained after an hour's search. An urgent ddspatoh was sent to C.T.G. 30.7 and all 
U.S. Naval ships, giving position of contact. 

Positions 


0800 13 32 N 

130 14 E 


1200 13 23 N 2000 12 39 N 

130 46 E 132 37 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) ZD (-9) 

14 November 1944 


Proceeded as before. Oilers oonduoted firing exercise. 

Positions 


0800 11 33 N 

134 68 E 


1200 11 06 N 

136 39 E 


2000 10 24 N 

137 23 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

16 November 1944 


Arrived at Ulithi Atoll. Tie a tern Carolines, at 0800. 

Positions 

0800 10 56 N 

139 42 E 




4 
















DD590/A16 
Serial* 098 

CONFIDENTIAL 


•0 . 0 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Fleet Poet Offioe 

Sea Francisco, Calif. 1? Noveffl b e r 1944 


Subjeott TTar Diary, Norember 1944 


16 November 1944 ZD (-9) 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) 


At 0900 oonduoted surfaoe firing exeroiaes at a sled towed by USS 
TREVOR (DHS16). Expended 120 rounds of AA oonnnon 6 n /38 oal. projectiles and 
120 rounds of smokeless powder (SPDH). Upon, oomple£Lon proceeded to Ulithi 
Atoll and entered through Towaohi Channel. 



L. 0. MAY 
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BD590/A16 
Serial: 096 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
Fleet Poet Office, 

San Prancleco, Calif* 


£25FIDBNTIAL 

Subject: War Diary- November 1944* 


1 December 1944 


O.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
17 November 1944 


ZD (-9) 


Anchored in Ulithi Atoll of Western Caroline Group. At 1510 pur¬ 
suant to orders of Comtoandant Twelfth Naval District, serial 60-pn of 7 August 
1944, Commander D. CARLSON, USN, relieved Commander L. G. MAT, USN, of command 
of this vessel. 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
18-19 Novent) er 1944 


ZD (-9) 


At 0602 the presence of enemy submarine was reported and USS MISS- 
ISSIN37A (A059) was toipedoed and set afire. At 0658 we got underway and reported 
to Commander Destroyer Squadron ONE in USS DE7UST (DD349) for duty in patrol of the 
harbor. A patrol was organized which circled the hea'vy ships at anchor. No other 
torpedo attacks were mE.de, however, several patrol ships dropped depth charges on 
contacts with undetermined results. The patrol was continued throughout the day 
and at 1830 this ship was ordered to secure from patrolling dities. 


20-25 November 1944 
U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Anchored as before* 

O.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

26 November 1944 


ZD (-9) 


ZD (-9) 


At 0524 this ship was underway from Ulithi Atoll proceeding to seaward 
to effect a rendezvous with T.U. 30.1.5. Ships in Task Unit 30.1.5 were as follows! 
USS HALL (DD583) (ComDesRon 51 and C.T.U. 30.1.5), USS MAURI (DD40l)(ComDesRon 6), 
US? GRIDLET (DE380), USS HELM (DCS88), and USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590). Throughout 
the day tactical drills and torpedo exercieee were conducted. 

POSITIONS 


I 

4 


0800 9-30 N 

139-45 E 

1200 

8-20 N 
.139-28 E 

2000 

6-49 N 

140-27 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

27 November 1944 



ZD (-9) 


Proceeded ae before with all ships conducting tactical drills and torpedo 
exercises throughout the day. 

POSITIONS 

0800 4-22 N 

147-38 E 

1200 

£ 

3-41 N 
143-20 E 

2000 

9-HA W y 

145-55 E £ 
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EO590/A16 
Serial: 098 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) 
Fleet Poet Office 
San Francisco, Calif. 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Subject: War Diary- November 1944. 


1 Decenber 1944 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
28 November 1944 


ZD (-9) 


Proceeded as before. At 0945 the ship went to General Quarters as 
a result of an unidentified SC radar contact. However, the contact was believed 
to be friendly plane not showing IFF as several other friendly planes were close 
by. At 1330 entered Seeadler Harbor, Admiralty Islands, Bismark Archipelago. 
Task Unit 30.1.5 was dissolved. This ship reported to Commander Seventh Fleet 


for duty with Task Group 77.4* 


POSITIONS 


0800 


00-26 S 
147-02 E 


1200 


1-35 S 
147-24 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAJILTON (DD590) 
29 November 1944 


ZD (-9) 


Anchored in Seeadler Harbor, Manus Island. At 1650 in accordance 
with C.T.F. 77 despatch 280930 November 1944, we got underway in company with 
USS HALL (DD583)(ComDesRon 51)# to proceed to Hollandla, Humboldt Bay, New Guinea. 

POSITIONS 


2000 01-37 N 

146-30 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
30 November 1944 


entered port. 


ZD (-9) 

Proceeded in company with USS HALL (DD583) to Hollandla. At 1230 


0800 


02-18 S 
142-22 E 


POSITIONS 

1200 


02-30 S 
141 05 E 


D. CARLSON 


7 




















f: 


vim* 




p- • 




0 


) 


DD590/J&6 ; 
Serial? 01 - 

oTOfSSJ 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
Fleet Poet Office 
San Francisco, Calif, 



;*N*T*3*A*L 


1 January 1945 


f 

isi-'* 

r • 


From: Commanding Officer. 

To t Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet. 

Subjects War Diary - December 1944. 

References (a) Cominch ltr FFl/Al2-1/A16-3, sers 7152 of 
29 October 1943* 

(b) Cincpac conf ltr 2CL-44 of 1 January 1944. 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
1 December 1944 


ZD (-9) 


Anchored in Humboldt Bay, Hollandia, New Guinea. 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

2 December 1944 

At 1630 in accordance with orders of Commander Seventh 
Amphibious Force of 2 December 1944 contained in speed letter File 
No. A4-3 serial M-0061, we departed Hollandia, New Guinea in com¬ 
pany with Task Unit 76.4.9 consisting of USS HALL (DD583), USS PAUL 
HAMILTON (DD590) and twelve (12) LSU's of the Seventh Amphibious 
Force. 

• ' Positions 


2000 


01-57 S 
140-52 E 


U.S.S.' PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
3 December 1944 


ZD (-9) 


0600 


Proceeding as before. 

00-06 S 1200 
139-26 E 

-1- 


00-31 N 
138-53. E 


2000 


01-49 N 
137-57 E 



104145&|| \ 1J 
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OT590/A16. 

Serials 01 

£0 fi FIDEN IIA k 


U.S.S. PAUL HA1HLTCN (DD590) 

Fleet Poet Office, 

San Francisco, Calif. 

1 January 1945 


Subjects 


War Diary - December 1944• 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
4 December 1944 


ZD (-9) 


During the afternoon ComDesRon 51 aa O.T.C. conducted maneuvers which 
consisted of turn movements. At 1425 USS SC 729 joined the formation in station 
#1 of the anti-submarine screen. 

Positions 


0800 


03-53 N 
136-36 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
5 December 1944 


1200 


04-21 N 
136-08 E 


2000 


05-24 N 
135-U E 


ZD (-9} 


0800 


Proceeded as; before. 


06-53 N 
133-25 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
6 December 1944 


Positions 

1200 


07-30 N 
133-10 E 


2000 


08-18 N 
131-47 E 


ZD (-9) 


As the result of an enemy air attack upon a friendly convoy approx¬ 
imately 200 miles ahead of our Task Unit, the course was changed to the North 
to give the area a wide berth. The day passed without any special incident. 

Positions 

0800 09-26 N 1200 10-10 N 2000 10-40 N 

129-30 E 129-25 E 128-11 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

7 December 1944 ZD (-9) 


At sunrise Task Unit 76.4.9 entered Leyto Gulf and proceeded to San 
Pedro Bay, where upon arrival Task Unit 76.4.9 was dissolved. Iuuiediately 
after fueling, in compliance with orders of C.T.G. 77.3, USS PAUL HAMILTON 
(DD590) in company with the USS HALL (DD583) proceeded to rendezvous with T.U. 
77.3.1, which consisted of USS PORTLAND (CA33), USS NASHVILLE (043), USS HALL 
(0)583), and USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590). The duty of T.U. 77.3*1 was to patrol . 
Leyte Gulf and protect shipping from enemy surface vessels. Several air alferts 
occured during the day with no enemy planes being seen. 

Positions 


0800 


10-35 N 
125-40 E 


1200 


2000 


10-40 N 
175-30 E 



























ED590/A16 •• U.S.S. PAUL PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Serial: 01 Fleet Post Office 

' San Francisco, Calif. 

CONflPtiNTIAL 1 January 1945 

Subject: War Diary - December 1944 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

S December 1944 ZD (-9) 

T.U. 77.3.1 continued patrol of Leyte Gulf. At 1140, in accordance 
with orders of C.T.U. 77.3.1, Task Unit 77.3.1 proceeded at all possible speed 
to the southern part of Leyte Gulf to cover USS LAMSON (DD367) which was being 
towed to San Pedro Bay after being hit by an enemy ad cide plane in Ormoc Bay. 
Upon arrival at San Pedro Bay USS HALL (ED583) and USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
were detached to proceed independently. 

Positions 

0800 10-38 N 1200 10-50 N 1200 

125-33 E 125-05 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

9 December 1944 

About noon we got underway and proceeded to Leyte Gulf to screen USS 
PORTLAND (CA33) and USS NASHVILLE (CL43) while coming into San Pedro Bay. Upon 
completion of screening duty, we proceeded to the anchorage. Again there were 
several air alerts with nil enemy air attacks. 

Positions 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

10 December 1944 

11 December 1944 

Anchored in Leyte Gulf. 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) • ZD (-9) 

12 December 1944 

In accordance with C.T.G* 78.3 Sortie Plan 3-44 10531 of December 
1944 we sortied with Task Group 78.3 to proceed as a ecreening vessel in Mindoro 
Assault Force. The disposition consisted of ships as stated in C.T.G. Operation 
Order 4-44. The disposition w^s formed up during twilight and proceed south to 
Surigao Strait. 

Positions 


2000 10-40 N 

125-30 E 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) 

13 December 1944 ZD (-9) 

The disposition proceeded through the Mindanao Sea during the day 
with air cover being furnished by planes from T.G. 77.4. There were several 
alerts throughout the forenoon which upon investigation proved friendly. At 1449 
a suicide plane crashed into USS NASHVILLE (CL43) causing a fire which lasted 
approximately ten (10) minutes, during which time the USS NASHVILLE maintained r 
course and speed. At twilight enemy attempted several other times to close on 
the disposition, but were either shot down or driven off by ship's fire or CAP. 

Positions 

0800 09-24 N 1200 09-02 N 2000 08-58 N 

124-19 B 123-52 E 122-45 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

14 December 1944 

Task Group 78.3 continued toward their objective on a northerly 
course through the Sulu Sea. An occasional unidentified aircraft closed the form¬ 
ation, but again they were driven off or shot down. During the night several air¬ 
craft appeared as "snoopers", but none threatened to close. 

Positions 


0800 10-10-N 1200 10-34 N 2000 11-15 N 

121-40 E 121-28 E 121-18.5 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

15 December 1944 ZD (-9) 

Today wan U-Day with H-Hour being set at 0720. The initial bomb¬ 
ardment and landing was unopposed by enemy forces on land. At 0850(16) sixteen 
enemy aircraft approached the landing beaches from the southeast, coming in low 
over Uln Island. This ship being the closest to the attacking planes, opened 
fire at once and succeeded in shooting down three (3) planes. These planes 
apparently cams in with the intention of strafing and bombing, but upon being 
hit, crashed into what ehips they could. The result was two (2) LST's hit and set 
fire and one (1) destroyer hit with moderate damage. The remainder of the day¬ 
light hours were spent in patrolling off the lancing beaches, while unloading of 
the I£T's went ahead as scheduled. 

At twilight while the returning echelon of LST'e were formi ng up, 
this 9hip was attacked by a lone enemy plane determined to be a "JAKE" and one 
(1) bomb was released which was a near miss causing several casualties and temporary 
damage to the JD radar and the starboard torpedo director. There were no further 
attacks during the night. 
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15 Decenber 1944 (contd) 


Positions 


0800 


12-20 N 
121-00 E 


1200 


12-20 N 
121-00 E 


2000 


12-13 N 
120-57 N 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (JD590) 
16 December 1944 


ZD (-9) 


Proceeded south through the northern part of the Sulu Sea and enter¬ 
ed the Mindanao Sea in the evening with only an occasional unidentified aircraft, 
none of which closed the formation. 

Positions 


0800 10-51 N 

121-27 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
17 December 1944 


1200 


10-Q3 N 
121-44 E 


2000 


09-02 N 
122-30 E 


ZD (-9) 


At 0715 one (1) enemy plane paralleled the formation to the north 
at a range of 5-6 miles and was taken under fire by all ships whose guns could 
bear. The enemy p3.ane, which was identified as a "FRANCES", after approximately 
two minutes of firing was seen to jetison its bombs and crash a few seconds later. 
At 1850 a single enemy plane approached the formation from the northwest while 
the disposition was in the Surigao Strait and when fired upon ( 4 ,000 yards) turned 
and disappeared over Leyte Island. 

Positions 


0800 


09-07 N 
124-04 E 


1200 09-30 N 

124-30 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
18 December 1944 


2000 ' 09-51 N 
125-17 E 

ZD (-9) 


Upon arrival at San Pedro Bay at 0830 the disposition was dissolved 
and all ships proceeded independently. 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
19 December 1944 


ZD (-9) 


Anchored in San Pedro Bay. 


L, 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
20 December 1944 


ZD (-9) 


Anchored in San Pedro Bay. At 1847 an air alert was sounded and 
one (1) enemy plane was sighted over the anchorage. All ships opened fire and the 
enemy plane was hit; and crashed a few seconds later. 


U.S.S., PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
21 December 1944 


ZD (-9) 


At 1218 we got underway with USS HALL (DD5&3) and USS EDWARDS 
(DD619) to act as escorts for twelve (12) LSii's, which were a re-supply echelon 
to Ormoc Bay. At 1905 USS HALL (DD583), USS EDWARDS (DD619) and USS PAUL HAMILTON 
(DD590) departed company from the LSM's and proceeded northward into Leyte Gulf 
where the three ships cruised in column throughout the night. 

Positions 

2000 10-17 N 

125-23 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
22 December 1944 


ZD (-9) 


At 0730 we entered San Pedro Bay and anchored . At 1700 we got under¬ 
way in company with USS HAIL (E®5B3) and USS EDWARDS (DD619) then proceeded south 
to Surigao Strait to effect a redezvous with LStt's returning from Ormoc Bay. 

Positions 

2000 10-28 N 
125-20 E ' 


ZD (- 9 ) 


^>U.S-.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

. December 1944 

i A’'V - 

***,??' At 0515 contact was made with the twelve (12) LSM's and the USS HALL 

V " ' ""(DD583), USS EDWARDS (DD619), and USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590), in accordance with orders 
of GomDesRon 51, formed anti-submarine screen. Upon arrival at San Pedro Bay at 1000 
7* the disposition was dissolved and all ships proceeded independently to anchorage. 


/ 


Positions 


0800 


10-37 N 
125-18 E 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

24*26 December 1944 

Anchored in San Pedro Bay, 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

27 December 1944 ZD (-9) 

At 1223 in accordance with C.T.G. 78*3 dispatch 241751 of December 
we were underway from San Pedro Bay to Join Task Unit 78.3,15 off Dulag in Leyte 
Gulf. At 1600 Task Unit 78.3,15 formed in accordance with C.T.U. 78.3.15 Opera¬ 
tional Order dated 26 December 1944* serial 0028 and proceeded south to enter 
Surig&o Strait. 

Positions 


ZD-9 v 



2000 10-38 N 

125-17 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

28 December 1944 ZD (-9) 

While proceeding through Surigao Straight our first contact with enemy 
air opposition occured. At 0330 a single enemy plane closed the disposition from 
the North and was taken under fire by 20m.m. guns from this ship at a range of 
1000 yards. When fired upon the plane turned and disappeared. During the remaining 
hours fo darkness enemy planes were in the vicinity, evidently tracking the dis¬ 
position. Again at 1000 enemy planes closed the disposition unopposed as the weather 
did not permit a CAP. Th IX 126 and the S.S. JOHN BURKE were hit by suicide planes; 
the latter exploded anddlsappeared. The IX 126 was abandoned and left to drift. 

About noon a CAP appeared and remained until 1500. At dusk enemy planes again re¬ 
appeared and several were shot down while attempting suicide dives into ships of the 
disposition. Enemy planes trailed the disposition throughout the night. 

Positions 

0800 09-20 N 1200 09-03 N 2000 

124-20 E 123-53 B 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

29 December 1944 ZD (-9) 

The disposition since departure was in war condition of readiness One 
Easy and remained so throughout the trip. At 0100 we met Task Group 77.14 which was 
returning from Mindoro Island after attempting to entercept a Japanese surface force. 
Shortly after sunrise a heavy rain squall occured at which time enemy planes closed 
the disposition and attacked with bombs and suicide attempts. It was during this 


08-50 N 
122-47 E 
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29 December 1944 (contd) 

raid that the CAP appeared and dispersed the attack. From this time until arrival 
back in Leyte, there teas a CAP over the formation, at all times. Another determined 
attack occured at 1700 when four (4) enemy planes came in low beneath the CAP, dropped 
their bombs and went out gaining altitude, circled and attempted suicide dives on 
ships of the screen and convoy. A here were no hits from either bombs or suicide 
planes, although several near misses occured. Again at twilight enemy planes appeared 
and attempted to get through the screen to bomb or dive into ships of the convoy. One 
such plane was taken under fire by the 5"/38 battery and shot down before it could pass 
through the screen. From the time of attack at 1700 until after midnight the ship was 
at General Quarters. The usual "trailers" occured during the night with the CAP keeping 
the attacks dispersed. 

Positions 


0800 


10-00 N 
121-50 E 


1200 


10-34 N 
121-28 E 


2000. 


11-34 N 
121-15 2 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
30 December 1944 


ZD (-9) 


At 0420 a single enemy plane was shot down by a ship of the screen as 
it approached the disposition. At 0700 T.U. 78.3.15 arrived at iiindoro Hand and 
the ships of the convoy proceeded to their respective beaches to unload. Ships of 
the screen remained patrolling to seaward. At 1540 four (4) enemy planes identified 
as "VALS" attacked ships at anchor and the screening vessels. The USS PRINGLE (DB477) 
was hit by a suicide plane and another one leveled off at 30 feet abo ve the water and 
headed for this ship. All guns that could bear opened fire. The plane remained on a 
collision course until 100 yards away at which time it pulled up and passed over No. 2 
stack, missing it by 20 feet. It is believed aboard this ship that a rapid, concentrated 
fire-power accompanied by high-speed maneuvering is the best defense against suicide 
planes. 

At 1730 T.U. 78.3*15 completed unloading and formed for the return trip 
At 2135 one (1) enemy plane was shot down as it attempted to attack the 


to Leyte. 

cbnvo7. 


0800 


12-27 N 
121-00 E 


Positions 

1200 


12-29 N 
120-59 B 


2000 


12-06 N 
120-56 E 
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U.S.S. PAUL HA. “ELTON (DD590) 

Deceober 1944 

Task Unit 78.3*15 proceeded southward through the Sulu Sea without 
encountering any opposition. 


Positions 


0800 10-14 N 

121-38 E 


1200 09-40 N 

121-55 S 


2000 08-46 N 

122-48 E 


dTcaelson. 
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Cab jest x 
Reference* 

fcoloca r et 


(C) od (D) 


Ccaaanding Officer* 

Casaczader-in-Chief* UJ3* Fleet* 

iaxti-eircrtift action by surface ship - report of* 

(a) CesTthThib Cesf* Itr. FE2S/ll6-3(3) ser 0212 
of 17 February 1S41*. 

(bV/lrtide 874(6). U*S* levy Regulations. 1920* 

Action Report dated 0855 Item 15 December 1944*-^>.Z. 
7 &*A* Action Report deted 1200 Item 15 December 13i-i.-p,4 
<CVA*A» Astiea Report datod 0235 ItnJLJ December IS44*-p./c 
A*JL* Action Re po rt dated 1200 Itaa 17 Deccrbar lS44.*p,i3 
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■ ; " . ’ r^ r r ^J ‘ r- ^ >» /"?T-Tt BY SITTAC?. SHIPS 

location, of chip Care£) r,r '-"' ^. T-v^l CSS PAUL HALThTCN £33590) 


' Zona Tine 


LIZ" 


EAT S 15 rrrcr^cr ir’4* 


I* - 

s 

k' : 

v 

N V 

■ t;:. 


1. 

2r 

3. 


(a) EZm. ATTACI FIRST — then collect data for this rp'-.v '•. 

(b) Pn not n lun ThjJ:" this report. If data cannot bo r. * ' .iatc 1 7:1th 
rear..-,, whir ...cc-racy, enter dash in space for 'which n. data is 

tv=)liar Is, . 

. (c) T.e'-.'J sheet* art to be filled cut imr.ediac.ely after action is co.s- 
pxotu^ aita data available frou shio r s lor, cemor?, and consulta?** 
tx:.'r, vith ship r s officers* ’ Information is essential in order that 
the wffaetiveness of our equipment c?n he dec-er mined. Where data 
are of. dcuotful accuracy, fill in voth general corns. 

(c) Fcrwazd under separate cover to P.ecdiness Revision, Commander in 
Chief, U.S.Flect. 

Surprise attack (ye3-no) FI Day-nlrh t Boy 

Ifethod picking plane up(Radar,binoculars, naked eye) binocular a & naked eye* 

Range plane was picked up(50,30,10,lesa than 5 miles) 10 calcs 


4. Tctal number of planes observe d 15 


Type — FTJT3E3 (trin en gine) 


5. 

Kunfoer of planes attacking own ship 7 

1 3 Type - - - - 

- . 

- - 


6. 

Number of planes taken under fire by osn ship 7 -* 9 




•- 

• 

(a) Of those attacking own ship — — — 

Type — - - - - ■ 





(b) Others ----- - - 

JFype ------ 





7. Speed end altitude of approach in knots and fee t 250 kts — 150 ft * 

• i • 5 5^/33 cslU 4 prvra 

S. Number of guns firing-by calibe r? /'—. 

* 54 /■£ Ccrrcn ; 2J1 40 m Larvice 

9* A.munition expende d jrn r~T. £2ZZ r "" _ 

’ . p ^5 t 5 / f— Ccrroti 

10. Percent service allowance expende d ?- n f !■ ’’ —i 1A g 


11. Method of contro l —-.tic 

• f 

Method of rangin g 1 


_Set had of spottin g Fo spot ey-licd* 

_Method of firin g ccntlcusns* _ 

12. Approximate tiae-trPeking to fixst 3ho t T" — 45 s 

13. Approximate time of first hit s T'* efter cycrlrg fire* _ 

.14. Approximate tins first shot to last shot *°q 1-5 da* 

, • 

- 1 - 

Ifotc: Add^dcscriptive text on additional sheet if required to elsrify . •* 
rspor &• 
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COTTir^TTIAL 

(CONT'D) REVISED fohu for reporting aa action by surface ships 

0 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 


15* Approximate position angle open fire 1° — 2? 

16* Approximate poaition angle cease fire -- 

17. Approximate bearing first shot 29 *P Relative 

*.3« Approximate bearing last shot 190° Relative 

19. Approximate range first shot 7000 Yds Altitude of Pla ne 150 ft. 

20. Approximate minimum range aircraft approached 500 yds A ltitud e 100 ft. 

500 yds IS 

21. Approximate range last shot 1700 vds 5»/?8 A ltitude of Plan e 200 

22. Approximate altitude of bomb release -— S ize of bomb -— 

23. Approximate range torpedo release —-- -S ize torped o — - 

24. Number hits on ship by bombs' ...... b y torpedoes -»- - 

Was ship strafed? -— Size gun - — - -- 

25. Number near bomb misses damaging ship — —-- - 

26. Planes shot down: __ 

SURE 

(by own ship SURE 

alone) (Assist) PROBABLE DAMAGED 

"ftHTTTjC FCUB 

(a) Those attacking own shi p yc 1 ^ 

(b) Other aircraft three (9) errre (By on ship alone). 

{ 2 ) Zira 

27. Best estimate of size gun or guns responsible for each "Sure" (1) 5 g /33 
23. Performance of amcsunition (excellent, good, bad, poor) Ercellcnt 

29. What failures in material occurred in this action? FO.'E 

30. Sketch* (a) Indicate direction of attack relative ship's head. 

(b) Show relative position of sun* 

(c) Indicate own maneuvers. . 


Note* 


Add descriptive text on seditions! sheet if required to clarify 
report. 
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¥•8*8* PAUL TOLTflLT OBI (EDS90) 
Fleet Poet Office 
Sea. Franniseo* Calif* 


*#» 


IB Deo sober 1944. 




Xaolosure te 
Subjects 


lotion Report dated 15 Deoaober 1944. 
Action report by surface ship. 


It cry planes acre first sighted by naked eye and then 
identified by binoculars as enery* Then sighted they acre in 
roughly tun grou ps* on ca easterly ocurse. The first group* 
uhleh. cgpcrcntly persisted of fighters* proocoded easterly until 
they vero betrecn the run end the tack group* then turned and 
ocna in low (ICO - C?3 ft.) o ver Arkulcng, Inland. The seocad 
grerp* cdeleting of beshers* follcriag oloco behind the first 
group parsed o ror Ilia Island and also ecne in lour. This ship 
wlb the first to open fire and held the enemy under fire as long 
as the guns could boar* 

After approxi mately fifteen (15) ro und s of 11 C0IC.33 
projectiles (Ikrk 18 Here Face) were fired at an average range 
of 8*C03 yerde* sne ensry plane eras observed to cartnheel into 
tho sea* being de s tr oy ed by tho firo frea this tosssI* lo floras 
aero observed* and it la believed that tho pilot mas either killed 
by fra grants or else foreod into the eater by the bursts* 

Two to four enemy places closed this vessol passing 

"astern approadnatoly SCO yards attc sp tl hg to aaka an attc.sk en 

cur task group* Theca places w ere engaged by the Group Three 
20111 battery end tee (2) 4C11I gens* Tso (2) planes aero ebeerrod 
hit end crashed into tho e nter burning* This is attested to by 
Ccicnol Charles T» Tench* 017502* GOO* uho was en observer aboard 
this vessel at the tisao* 


On the above targ e ts * this ship 
these under fire at the ties. 


th# only one taking 
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- • rrrsn fc^ r~~c~~m > a /rrncn by surface ships 


Location of chip (area) r~ 71 ? 
Zcz 3 Tits 3 r 2 , 


Jrlf-1 


USS PAUL HAMILTON (2)590) 
DATE 15 December 1944» 


(a) riXH ATTACT FIRST - then collect data I or tlr* n /• .>ort. 

(b) Do not r, Gun J>; this report. IT let a cannot i.? 3. tioated with 

reaso.i/bic .accuracy, enter deeh in oneca for which no data is - 
available. • . 

(c) s.iecis art, to be filled cut i_a.,edir.tely after action is cost* 
Piets' 0 . «itn data available fro.. «»jp'o log, ac.novy , and consulta-' 
ti.n vith ship*s officers# InrcMCtion is essential in order that 

thr effori-.ven.ess of our equipment cute dec.trained. TTliere da-c 
are of dcuotfol accuracy, fill in with general icrns. 

(t) j-T./Hrd vndf r r.eparate cover to P.eadinet.- Division, Coiamander i 1 
Chi if, U.S.Fleet. . 


1. Surprise attack (yes-no) F*> 


Dav-nlrht FIT.-rT 


2. Method picking plane up(Radar,binoculars,naked eye) Brier _ 

3* P-ange plane war picked up(50,30,10,less than 5 miles) 6 Eiles 
4. Tctal number of planes observe d rr Typ e 

, 5. Number of planes attacking own shi p ( * T ype 


6. Number of planes taken under fire by own shi p ( T~E_____________ 

(a) Of those attacking own shi p C*1 T ype 

*+ • . • -* 

(b) Other s l a , T ype —————— 

?. Speed, end altitude of approach in knots and fee t g~?sd 175 Alt* 150 ft» 


8. Number of guns firing-by calibe r (Pi A^—r (?) 

9. A munition expende d irn f \ 7 —— f n—i 


10. Percent service allowance erperded r •* '** v — ^ cv.7 £ ____ 

r:l^c*-*b — 

11. Method of control*'*— [2 ~ ?fethod of spottin g — *b — 

Method of rangin g -M ethod of • firin g — " — — — 

12. Approximate time-treeking to first shot 1 > T r — 


13• Approximate time of first hits ~ - 


.14. Approximate time first .shot to last shot ———————— 

!Q ■ j 1 


- 1 - 

Add descriptive text on ed-1?'-■* — *1 ot if required to cirrii 

T»r T'lV't . * t V" « 

‘ rrcios-xu! (2j 


V-# 












































15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20 . 
21i 
22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26 . 


23. 

29. 

30. 


• —»rri*L 

2£) REVISED FORM FOR REPORTING AA ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Approximate position angle open fire 85° 

Approximate position angle oeaae fire 89° 

Approximate bearing first shot 130° Relative 

Approximate bearing last shot 

Approximate range first shot 200 yds Altitude of Plane_£22_£L*. 

• # 

Approximate minimum range aircraft approached 250 ft. A ltitude 250 _ 

Approximate range last shot 250 ft. A ltitude of Plane_250_ft•_ 
Approximate altitude of bomb release 250 ft. S ize of bomb es ^* 1 QQ? 
Approximate range torpedo release ** - ~ ~* ~ ~ S ize torpedo ~ 

Number hits on ship by bombs' K J ."i5 b y torpedoes — - - - 
Was ship strafed? -- Size gun **- 

Number near bomb misses damaging shin, ops 

/ 

Planes shot down* _ 

SURE 

(by own ship SURE 

alone) (Assist) PROBABLE DAMAGED 


(a) Those attacking own shi p ECT5 

(b) Other aircraft - - --- 

Best estimate of size gun or guns responsible for each "Sure” 
Performance of amranition (excellent, good, bad, poor) Excellent 
What failures in material occurred in this action? 

Sketch: (a) Indicate direction of attack relative ship's head. 

(b) Show relative position of sun* 

(c) Indicate own maneuvers. . 


Note: 


Add descriptive text on additional sheet if required to clarify 
report. 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif, 

P ID EHTiAL 

SUPPLEMENTARY REPCRT TO PARAGRAPH 25 OF A.A, ACTION REPORT DATED 15 DEC. 1944, 


STARBOARD TORPEDO DIRECTOR MARK 27, MODIFICATION 5, Serial 16435, General Mills 

Lie, 

Condition; 1, One l"-2 n hole in after part of stand midway between base and 
director, 

2, Aluminum outer bearing case cracked and dented inside hole, 

3, One l n x2 n piece of shrapnel wedged between outer stand and outer 
(fixed) b earing surface, 

4, Bent in aluminum (fixed) bearing caused central column to bind 
in train. 

Corrective Action; 

1, Hammered out dent from inside, 

2, Train stiff between 10° to 3&°(R), 

3* Operative in all respects, 

IJD* RADAR MARE 4, ANTENNA CW-66 AAH (MOUNT) 

Conditions 1, Jagged shrapnel hole approximately l^xl" in top of harness con¬ 
nector assembly (Item 57) of lobe switching mechanism for CW- 
66 AAH Antenna, 

2, Shock caused phase shifter of CW-23 AAE range unit to become 
inoperative thus providing no phase shifting of the 29,5 he 
voltage. 

Corrective Action; 

Reference item (l), at dawn the following morning (16 December 1944) 
following the action the shrapnel hole was discovered. Adhesive tape was first 
placed over the hole, then covered with waterproof packing (type used in stuff¬ 
ing boxes), and then covered with another layer of adhesive tape. This did not 
permit the coaxial line to be put under required 10 lta/sq. inch air pressure. 

It la possible sons water did enter coaxial line as a result of condensation 
during the nicht since this hole was not discovered upon investigation of coaxial 
line the ni^it of the action, although as of this date there is no evidence of 
water or water vapor in line. This possibility should cause no concern as this 
would not be enough water in line since no rain was encountered during night. 

Upon entering LEITE, P.I., harness connector assembly was removed 
and hole brazed satisfactorily. Upon reassembly of lobing unit by replacing 
housing FD radar performs satisfactorily. 

Reference item (2), during the night of 15-16 December, 1944, CRT 
relieved range unit, checked phase shifter components, cleaned and replaced 
unit. Upon replacement of unit, phos y e shifter became operative. It is be¬ 
lieved that small piece of metal shorted out phase shifter although no filament 
of metal was discovered. 
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v r-r -n m i—orara aa action by surface ships 

Location of chip (area) S~a OSS PAUL HAMILTON (3)590) 

: Zone Tim a 0C5«i It.^n DAT E 17 ^cccnber 1944 


(a) REPEL ATTACH FIRST - then oollect data for tliis rr v.b. 

(b) Pc not n 3un jl:" this report. IT data cannot be c ti..aatc.\ with 
■ reano u Vie .. -jcaracy, enter dash in jne.ee for which nu data is 

available. 

(c) T; ; r.fo y.'.'tt. t« art to be filled cut in adiately after action • 

pictc^ ci-ta available from ship’s .lor, moaor;-, and’ ecu su. ■ ■ 

ti..r, vxth .vVij.: f s officers. Information is essential in oruer - 

tnc effectiveness of our equipment c?n te determined. Hftiere c 
art of ucuo+fol accuracy, fill', in vnth general terns. 

: (c) Frr.vard unchr separate cover to Readiness division, Coiimander in 
Chiuf, U.S.Fleet. 

1. Surprise attack (yes-no ) Day-nirh t 

2. Mbthod picking plane up(Radar,binoculars,naked eye) * ^ a< ^ ar 


3. Range plane was picked up(50,30,10,lesa than 5 miles) ^0 
• 4. Total nuntwr ot oilane. observe d 0™ Typ e Ctoah ” frane ° 3 

5. Nuaber of planes attacking own shi p Kcn-s T yp e -~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ “ 

6. Number of planes taken under fire by own ship_0 ne 

(a) Of those attacking own shi p Kone T yp e ------ “ 

(b) Others - -- -- -- -- -- - T ype - -- -- -- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ “ 
v 7. Speed end altitude of approach in knots and fee t 180 Kte. - 200 f t. 

8. Number of puns .firing-by calibe r (5) - 5 w /38 _ .. 

9* A munition expende d Ah riW n*Ti AA Con Pk 18 •_ 

i * . i 

10. Percent service allowance expende d ■ • !_ 


11. • Method of contro l p;-——t-ic , Method of spottin g 1 Optical _ 

Method of ranging _Method of firing Director Continuous 

, V. 

12. Approximate time-trreking to first sho t ■. 8 Minutes 

13. Approximate time of first hits - — - - ---—- 

14* Approximate time first shot to lest shot_ 1 Min. 10 Ssc. 

’ - 1 - 

. ( - Note: Add d^scriptiro text ca additional sheet if required to clarify . * 
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COrFlTTOTIAL ' 

(CONT'D) REVISED FORM FOR REPORTING AA ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 


15. Approximate position angle open fire 1^° 

. ; v 

16* Approximate position angle cease fire ll° _ 

.17. Approximate bearing first shot ?ftpo Relative 

18* Approximate bearing last shot 2L5l Ralativa 

19. Approximate range first shot ft f ono " Altitude of Pla ne 200 ft. 

20. Approximate minimum range aircraft approached 8000 A ltitud e 200 ft . 

21. Approximate range last shot 15.000 A ltitude of Plane 200 ft . 

22. Approximate altitude of bomb release - - S ize of bomb - - 

23. Approximate range torpedo release -— — S ize torped o — — 

24. Number hits on ship by bombs' - - - b y torpedoes - - — - -- -- — - 

Was ship strafed? No size gun - — —- - 

25* Number near bomb misses damaging ship None 
26. Planes shot downs 

SURE 

(by cum ship SURE » 

alone) (Assist) PROBABLE DAMAGED 


(a) Those attacking own shi p 

(b) Other aircraft Wnn« 

27* Best estimate of size gun or guns responsible for each "Sure" - ■ 
26. Performance of ammunition (excellent, good, bad, poor) Excellent 
29. What failu r es in material occurred in this action? None _ 


30. Sketcht (a) Indicate direction of attack relative ship's head, 
(b) Show relative position of sun. 

<•) 


(c) Indicate own maneuvers. . 


Notes Add descriptive text on additional sheet if required to clarify 


report. 


enclosures} 


•// 
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f r) rz —u urTi.zn FIRST' - then collect dree for this rrpert. 

(b) Do net r Gun Jteok n tlia rrpert. If let a cannot bo e,ti.vfctsd with 

rcaso^bie accuracy, enter dash in,;3pac« for which no data is ■ 
available. ' “i. • '■• 

(c) T;.or ,f s-ieets art to be filled out ia-iediaoely after action is eon- 
pie tad witn datf available froa ship’s lop, nomorq, and consulta-' 
tin vi.t.h ship’s officers, Information is es;-ential in order t' 

- tie effectiveness of our equipment c?n be deccriuined, 7/li<re c 
arr. of doubtful accuracy, fill in with general terns. 

(c) For ward undrr ceparate cover to Readiness t: vision, ComT'’ 

Chiuf, U,5.Fleet. J 


1* Surprise attack, (yea-no) t-* 


Day-nirh t, friliHht , 


2. Ktthod picking plane up(Radar,binoculars,naked eye) P-y*»r r Ej.nocul e.re 

i . 

3* Range plane was picked up(50,30,10,less than 5 miles) 7 HI*?, _ 

i 

i* Total nucker of planes observe d C—* Typ e P-tty 


5, Number of planes attacking own ship_ 


Type P-tty 


'6, Humber of planes taken under fire by own shi p 

I ' 

(a) Of those attacking own shi p ( ‘ T ype Petty 


C“J 


(bj Othero ~ w -. 1 — — —- — T ype 


7* Speed and altitude of ap p roach in knots and feet 1(0 kt-o» 1000, fhcllor 
£* Humber of guns firing-by caliber^}** \ ^r~y (llj^TO m» 

r/33 ecl* Cr; rr ; -~3 fTs rk 32 - 7'^ 13 E«F.J'V . 
9. A, munition expended.;r- r—^ 


10, Percent service el2cr-r.cc cr. 

/ 

II* lf'th.od of control r*-. f --—7 r 

—"** w ’• • "*■ -» 

Ik the cl of randne 


t ~-> , 

i'd_T uj’ 


“cd of spQwtin r !~7 


Jktlrd cf firin n rirrctrr C—tin nonr, 


lf» /"r-rxicate tins-trecking to first sho t 3 r~ —*- 
13 • /.;v:rc:din'.to tins of first fcitc^ «» r* ^ *. — — 


1>* /--’.’nnicato tins first chat to Irr-.t s '-1 




T ’.rs *• "'-riptirn tent cn af k.'-ir-.tl rbpet if required tp clarify . •* 

4 i , • » „ % 
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• CDEF IPSi T H L " , 

(COHT'Dl BE7ISEP FOB! FOR RETORTING AA Aft’IOR BT SURFACE SHIPS. 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (BD590) 

f . 

-A 

15*- Approximate position angle open fire •/ ^ • 

16* Approximate position angle cease fire 9° 


17* Approximate bearing first shot 270° Ralative 

18. Approximate bearing last shot goQQ Relative 

19* Approximate range first shot r A30Q Altitude of Pla ne 1000 ft. 

• » 

20* Approximate mini mm range aircraft approached 1500 yds A ltitud e 6T0 ft. 

(Boat 

21* A p pr oxim a t e range last shot g*O0 Trrret) A ltitude of Plan e 600 ft. 


22* Approximate altitude of boob release S ite of bomb - - — - 

\ 

23* Approx3 mate range torpedo release ------- S ize torped o — — — — 


24. HUnber hits on ship by boobs' — - — b y torpedoe s — - - 
las ship strafed? — - - - - Size gun ----- 

25. Runber near bomb misses damaging ehip ——————————— 

26. Planes shot down* _ 

S®E 

(by cnm ship SURE 

alone) (Assist) PROBABLE DAMAGED 

r e* » 

• • ,• 

(a) Those attacking cam shi p ir^ 

(b) Other aircraft 

27* Best estimate of size gun or guns responsible for each ■Sure " 


28. Performance of ammunition (excellent, good, bad, poor)jpV'^T 4 rr& _ 

Possibly Broken' firing pin 

29. lhat failures In material occurred in this action? ?0 r- > _p » 
inspection reveals firing pin not broken* Casualty attributed to personnel 

30. Sketch* (a) Indicate direction of attack relative ship's head. 

(b) Shcrar relative position of sun. * 

(c) Indicate own mansuvers. . 


Notet Add descriptive text on additional sheet if required to clarify 
, report. 


ENCLOSURE, 
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jocco/jae-5 

Serials 0120 

BECLASSIFIED 

ssgna 


C )i 

. kdl Tgrrr.TOT (ddeso) ‘- . -V 



Floct Post Qffloe 
ten. Francisco* Cal 1 f • 


tip* 


s*s. •&—<£iO-__ 

ft. S. Hc~ _ 1 0458 


ZZ $eeeober ISttls 


•• Yrcu Coaaandlng Offioer. 

fa s >•' Coaoander-ta-Cbief* TT.S. Fleet. 

■ Bobjects Anti-aircraft action by surface ship - report of. 

Inference* (a) CooTthFhib Coaf. ltr. TE25 /a 15-3(S) aarial 0212 

dated IT February 1944. 

(b) Article 874(6)* U.8. Savy £aeolations# 1920. 

Enclosures (A) A/k lotion Eeport dated 20 Deoeaber 1944.- p, % 

X. In compliance eith reference (a) enclosure (A) is 

forearded. 




Copy tot 

Cinopao N 

Coadespao 

Coo7tb7lt 

CTF 75 

Ccndesran 51 * . . ■{ 




1 - 0458 


99930 
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BWiaro FOB! FOR SBPQgtma 11 iCTIOH BY SU3JACB SHITS 


uMmt ship* la Pedro Bey, P*I* 

1S51 Item 


V*S*S» PAUL HAMTLTOar (DD690) 
Date* 20 Po oe a fe sr 1944* 


1* 

U 

s* 

4. 

«• 

6# 


7. 

t. 

9*- 

10i. 

11 * 

12 * 

IS* 

u* 

IS* 

IS* 

IT* 

18* 

19* 

20 * 

21 * 

22* 

25* 

24* 

SS* 

IS* 


2T. 

28* 

29* 


ffergrlM sttaek (yes-ve)* SO* Daylight* TWILIGHT* 

Method picking pica* «p (Radar* blnosulars, naked *7*) t BISOCULARS* 

Icago plsa* was picked vp (60*80*10* las* then 6 alias) t IESS THAI 6 MUSS* 
Total nezbar of plena* oh sirred* 05 2* Type* BELL* 

teicr of plena* attackirg tH£ chip* . 1055* Typo* - - - - 

Bz£5cr of pfipnea tak e n unirr fir* by ova ship* OHS* 

(a) Of those attack!~g cvn ship* SOUS* Typo* - - - - 

(b) Others* - Typo* • - - • 

Speed end altitude of app r o a ch. In knot* and feet* 160 knot* - 1000 ft* 

Mnber of gens firing by caliber* (8) TUB 40131 - (6) 20121 guns* 

Amzni'ticn expended* 117 Rounds HITT iCH - CIS Refunds 20I1I* 

P ercent corrioc allorraoo cep ended* 1.25^ 2 CGI - *0SG^ 4CICX* 

Method of control* tfcrZZZZOR 02 4CGI XJSUTG IS 14 SIGHT - MR 14 BIGS! OS 20SQU 
Approxixate tine-trackirg to first shot* 80 STGOHDS. 

Approximate time of first hits* HOT D2IECEI3GD* 

Apprezixsts tie* first shot to last shot* 40 8EC0HD3* 

Approximate position eagle opsa firs* 25° 

o fire* 60° POST SIDS; BTBI1HH) FIRS if 80° 
STARBOARD; CEASE) FIRIHG AT 60° 

110° RELATIVE OH 


Approximate position anglo a 
Approximate beering first shot* 


840° RELATIVE G3 PORT SIDS* 

STARTOADD SIDS. 

Approxizate beering last shot* 100° RTIdJIVS* 

Appraximte range first shot* 8000 XIRD3* Altitude of planet 2000 TABDS. 

Approximte range aircraft approached* 1000 TARDS* Altitude* 2000 Ft* 

Approximte range last shot* 2500* Altitude of planet 1700 Ft* 

Approximte altitude ef bced> release* - - - - - - - Sixe of bomb* - — - - - 
Approximto range torpedo release* ------- - Si so of torpedo* - - - - 

laxior hits on ship by boats t - -- -- -- -By torpedoes* - - - - - - - 
lbs ship strafedt HO. Site gun* - - - - - - - - - 

Mxah c r near bcab Biases doasglTig ship* 1023* 

Plsncs shot dovnt BURS SURE FR0BABE3 DAMAGE) 

(by om ship (assist) 
alone) 

(a) Those attacking ovn ship* 1023 

(b) Other aircraft* KGS 

Best c^bixxto ef else gen er gens responsible for each ■suro*t ------ 

Performance of ammitica (excellent. gosd,,bad, poor)* E3ZLLT3T* 

Vat failures In materiel occurred in this aotient TTO ERDGU ESRfCTORS ASD 

• ORS TWISTED CRAJ7SSSAFI* . 

Sketch* (a) Indicate direction of ettesk relative ship's head* 

(b) Chsv relatire position ef son* 

(e) Indicate ovn asnozrcre* 

Motet Add descriptive text sn additional sheet if repaired to clarify report* 


KCL0SUE3 (A) 
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DD59 0/A16-3 
Serial: 04 


CONFIDENTIAL 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif. 

19 January 1945 


From: Commanding Officer 

To: Commander in Chief, U S Fleet 

Via: (1) Commander Task Unit SEVENTY EIGHT POINT THREE 

POINT FIFTEEN 

(2) Commander Tasg Group SEVENTY EIGHT POINT THREE 

(3) Commander Task Force Seventy Eight 

(4) Commander Task Force Seventy Seven 

(5) Commander SEVENTH FLEET 


Subjects'' Anti-Aircraft Action Report - Submission of 


Reference: 


(a) Article 874(6), U S Navy Regulations, 1920 

(b) Com7t£Phib conf ltr A16-3C3) serial 0212 of 
17 February 1944. 

(c) Cominch restr ltr serial 2812 of 12 April 1944 


Enclosure: 


)A) DRT of 1838 to 1954, 28 December 1944 p6 

(B) DRT of 0718 29 December 1944 p7 

(C) DRT of 1738 29 Decebber 1944 p8 

(D) Damage Report of 28 December 1944 p9 

(E) Gunnery Report of Action from 27 December 1944 to 
1 January 1944 plO 

(F) Special A/A Action Report, 0331, 28 December 1944 pl2 

(G) " " " 1702, 29 December 1944 pl5 

(H) " " " 1925, 29 December 1944 pl8 

(I) Report of Radar Deception dated 29 December 1944 p21 

(J) Specaial A/A Action Report 2313, 29 December 1944 p23 

(K) " " " " 1549, 30 December 1944 p26 

(L) " " " " 0042, 1 January 1945 p29 


1. In accordance with referenced (a), (b), and (c) the 

following action report with enclosures (A) ti (L) is forwarded. 


2. We departed Leyte in company with Task Unit 78.3.15 at 

1600, 27 December 1944 enroute to Mindoro Island as Uncle plus 15 
resupply echelon. The Task Unit was alerted to condition of readi¬ 
ness One-Easy upon departure and remained so for the entire operation; 
the necessity for this was proved several times duringthe five (5) 
daytrip. The main body of the disposition was disposed in columns 
withLST’s leading and merchant ships and smaller amphibious craft 
following. Nine (9) destroyers were stationed as A/A Screen, four 
(4) along the port side and four (4) along the starboard side with 
one (1) stationed ahead. The USS PAUL HAMILTON was in station #5, 
second screening destroyer alongthe starboard column. 


3. At 2038 27 December 1944 the disposition came to course 

180° (T) and entered Surigao Straits. At 0030 28 December 1944 the 
course was changed to 239°(T) and the Task Unit entered the Mindanao 
Sea. Our presence was first discovered and consequently our firtt 
action took plane. At 0307 one (1) bogey was picked up on bear¬ 
ing 125°(T) , range 11 miles, and upon closing the formation was 
designated as raid #1. Another bogey, designated as raid #2 was 
picked up at 0316 bearing 145°(T), range 16 miles. At 0318 the 
port side of the formation commenced making funnel smoke in an 


_ 




DD5 90/A16-3 
Serial : 04 


USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Fleet Post Office ;hs 

San Francisco, Calif. 
CONFIDENTIAL 19 January 1945 

Subject: Anti Aircraft Action RJ^ort - Submission of 


attempt to hide the ships, and at 0320 opened fire. Both bogies 
passed to the eastward on a northerly course and shortly thereafter 
raid #1 was lost overland. At 0325 raid #1 re-appeared and raid#2 
circled to the left and passed to the south. Raid #1 closed the 
starboard side and was fired upon by this ship (see enclosure(F). 
There was no moon and the sky was overcast making visibility 
extremely limited. The engines of the plane were first heard and 
then it was seen on our starfeoard beam pulling out of a glide and 
turning to the left at a range of about five-hundred (500) yards. 

It was at this time the twenty-millimeter (20mm) guns on the fan- 
tail opened fire. Both raids were lost to the south, opening over 
land. 


4. Enemy planes were agin picked up at 0403 bearing 183°(T), 
range 7 miles, and at a bearing 180°(T) range 15 miles. These 
planes were evidently snoopers and never closed the formation. 

5. At 1011 enemy planes were picked up bearing 030°(T) range 
18 miles. These planes closed the formation and were visually 
identified as six (6) ZEKES which split up into two (2) groups of 
three (3) planes each. The leading group of three (3) enemy planes 
approache the formation and made suicide dives. (one(l) missed 

an LCI and hit the water; the second dove into the USS PORCUPINE 
(1X126); and the third dove into the SS JOHN BURKE, which exploded 
and disappeared in a few seconds. The concussion and the under¬ 
water pressure from the explosion were extremely heavy and caused 
some damage to this ship (see enclosure (D). The USS PORCUPINE 
was eeported to be on fire and dead in the water. The USS WILSON 
(DD 408) was sent back to assist in fightin fires and to rescue 
personnel. The remaining three (3) enemy planes circled the form¬ 
ation at ranges from five (5) to ten (10) miles, but did not 
attack and shortly thereafter left the area. The USS PORCUPINE 
(1X126) was abandoned by her crew, who were= taken aboard the 
USS WILSON (DD4 08). 

6. A CAP was assigned to this task unit from U S Army air¬ 
fields on Leyte and arrived on station at about 1300 departing 
at about 1500. 

7. An enemy aircraft was again picked up at 1646 bearing 070(T) 
range fourteen (14) miles, and at 1658 this bogey was identified 

as an OSCAR bearing 354°(T) elevation 9,000 feet over land. This 
OSCAR did not attack but it is believed he was the spotter for the 
group attacking at dusk as related below. 

8. The initial contact of the bogey raid occuring at dusk as 
the convoy was entering the Sulu Sea was picked up at 1832 bear¬ 
ing 055°(T) range thirty one (31) miles; and from this time until 
2000 the disposition was under deliberate attack. During this 
interval of time, this ship fired six (6) different times upon 
attacking enemy planes. The OTC reported that an extimate of ^ ^ 
twenty (2 0) enemy planes were involved in the attack, tnciosui'e vn; 
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• 

ln dicates raids tracked and fired upon. During this and other raids 
many enemy planes were tracked in from the port side of the formation 
but could not be fired upon from this ship. At 1915 "windows” were 
reported dropped between bearings 040°(T) to o6o°(T) at distances 
of four (4) to eight (8) miles. Enemy planes finally left the vicin¬ 
ity at midnight on bearings 097°(T) ti 180°(T) and all was quiet until 
0345, 39 December 1944, at which time snoopers were picked up but 
did not close the formation. 

9, At 0715 enemy planes were contacted at 034°(T) range twenty 
five (25) miles. Thes planes closed the formation, split up,circled, 
and made frequent attacks on ships of the screen and ships of the 
convoy. This ship fired on a plane of the firtt attacking raid, 
tracked as indicated in enclosure (B). These planes were aided in 
their attacks by poor visibility in the form of rain squalls. At 0720 
friendly planes were contacted bearing 060°(T) range thirty four(34) 
miles. These friendly planes were the CAP assigned this group and 
arrived in time to disperse the enemy planes. At 0805 two (2) bogey 
raids were reported bearing 188°(T) range thirty two (32) miles, 
which was designated as raid #1, and also at 278°(T) range forty (40) 
miles which was designated as raid #2. At 0813 the bogeys had closed 
to nine (9) miles on bearing 265°(T) and 120°(T). This ship fired 
at 0814 upon one (1) enemy plane which closed to four (4) miles and 
passed astern of the formation. 

10 At 1702 three (3) enemy planes mad a surprise attack on the 
formation. They were not contacted by any type of radar, but were 
sighted diving into the formation from the direction of the sun. Of. 
the three (3) planes (identified as JUDYS) which dove on the formation 
two (2) of them were taken under fire by twenty-millimeter (20mm) 
and forty-millimeter (40mm) guns of this ship. One (1) of these 
planes is believed to have been damaged by our forty-millimeter(40mm) 
gun fire (see Enclosure (G), At 1713 the enemy planes again attacked 
from the East and at 1717 we opened fire. At 1738 a bogey was 
contacted bearing 100°(T) range ten (10) miles, closing the dispos¬ 
ition. At 1743 this bogey had closed to three and one half (3 1/2) 
miles and this ship opened fire with the USS PRINGLE (DD477). This 
plane appeared to be making a suicidal attempt on the USS PRINGLE, 
but missed crashing off their port side (see enclosure (C) for track. 

ll. Again at 1914 a bogey was contactd at 120°(T) range eighteen 
(18) miles, which moved on a northerly heading an: t.ien turned toward 

the formation. This plane came directly at the convoy from the star¬ 
board bean and this ship opened fire with a perfect solution in full 
radar control. He went down in flames on the third salvo (see en¬ 
closure (H). 
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At 1947, 29 December 1944, several enemy planes were reported 
bearing 315°(T) thirty seven (37) miles. There were three (3) 
enemy planes which closed the formation and commenced circling the 
disposition from five (5) to fifteen (15) miles distance at a speed „ 
of 110 knots. These planes dropped "windows” and what was believed 
to be metallic strips suspended by balloons or parachutes at an 
altitude of six thousand (6000) feet (see enclosure (I). After * 

dropping "windows these planes did not close to gun range but con¬ 
tinued circling. One (1) red flaee was dropped astern of the form¬ 
ation. At 2313 this ship fired on a plane which closed to about 
four (4) miles (see enclosure (J). These enemy planes were with us 
until 0130 despite the presenece of one (1) night fighter which was 
unable to "Tally-Ho" the enemy planes because of the circling 
tactics that were employed by the enemy. 


13. The convoy arrived at Mindoro at daybreak, and there was 
no enemy air opposition. Unloading of all vessels proceeded as 
scheduled, with the destroyers screening to seaward. At 1559, 30 Decern 
December 1944, enemy aircraft were reported approaching on bearing 
210°(T) range nine (9) miles. The raid consisted of four (4) VALS. 

The VALS split up and proceeded attacking individual targets. One 
(1) VAL selected a Merchantman which was about one (1) point on our 
port bow in near the beach at a range of about 8,000 yards. After 
releasing his bomb his retirement was directly toward this ship and 
immediately taken under fire. The enemy plane’s evasive tactics 
were to flfy very close to the water to get under our gunfire on a 
bearing where the least number of our guns could bear. He flew down 
the starboard side of the ship, his wing tip just missing the side 
of the ship; and on reaching the bridge area he pulled up and winged 
over #2 stack missing it by about twenty (20) feet. During his 
approach it appeared that the bow would cut him in two. In my opin¬ 
ion this enemy plane did not have suicidal intentions, otherwise he 
could have easily crashed into the ship. During this same attack 
the USS PRINGLE (DD447) was hit by a suicide plane and the USS 
GANSEVOORT (DD 608) by a bomb. 


14. At 1730, 30 December 1944, all LST's had finished unloading, 
and the returning ships formed up in cruising disposition. The return 
trip to Leyte was with only (1) enemy raid which occurred at 0635, 

1 January 1845 in the Mindanao Sea. This raid which consisted of a 
single, high-flying plane circled the formation and then passed over 
it at a high altitude. All ships opened fire with all guns that could 
bear (see enclosure (1). 

, t dusk on 28 December 1944, 

oneMl) tfet I?® t&£m a IMery was injured by shrapnel from 

an unknown source. Alos, during the attack at 0730, 29 December 1944 
another man was injured, having his left hand mutilated by shrapnel 
which was also from an unknown source. The nature of thes men's 
injuries necessitated their being transferred upon arrival in port. 

D. CARLSON 


cc: CominChief 
ComDesPac 


(Advanced Copy) 
(Advanced Copy) 
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U S S PAULDHAMILTON (DD5 90) 
Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif 

CONFIDENTIAL 


Subject: Damage report of 28 December 1944 

Reference: (a) Com7thPhib conf ltr serial 0212 of 2-17-44 

1. During the UNCLE PLUS 15 RE-SUPPLY ECHELON OPERATION 
to MINDORO this ship was about 2500 yards from the SS JOHN BURKE 
which blew up and disappeared in a few seconds. The concussion wave 
and underwater pressure wave were extremely severe. This ship"s 
side was crushed in about three (3) inches at Frame 100 to 105, 
portside just below the waterline and transverse bulkhead at 

frame 105 buckled. 

2. The same explosion is believed to have initiated a 
crack in the vertical seam in the foward port corner of C-l-F, 
fuel oil tank, later aggravated by heavy seas and causing a leak 
of 100 gallons per hour into the after engineroom and C-2-E, 
port shaft alley. Attemjts at cauling have failed, and the fuel 
capacity of this ship has been reduced in the amount of 14,898 
gallons at 100% capacity. 

3. In addition to above fuel oil is also leaking into 
the diesel oil tanks from an unknown source. 
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ENCLOSURE (D) 


A 



DD 590/ 


USS PAUL HAMILTON(DD590) 


Subject : Action.. Report for Period 12 December 1944 - 1 January 

194 5 - Submission of 

Reference? (a) Com7thPhip conf ltr A16-3 serial 0212 of 17 Feb 1944 

1. The performance of our ordnance material and equip¬ 

ment is listed as follows: 

(a) Throughout all the actions the maintenance policy of 
this ship reaped its rewards - no serious material casualties were 
experienced. The only material casualty on the 5"/38 caliber battery 
was sustained on gun five (5) in which the upper connecting rod 
(elevation) for the firing stop mechanism became deformed during 
the course of fining, thus inactivating the firing cut-out cam. 

One (1) round was fired on a relative bearing of approximately 
180° at a low elevation of about five (5) degrees which resulted 
in flash burns on the personnel manning Group Three (3) 20mm machine 
guns. Ordinarily Gun #5 cut-out in elevation is 13°. Two Allen 
bolts position the block attaching the linkage of the gun captain's 
open sight to the upper connecting rod of the firing cut-out mechan¬ 
ism. This casualty resulted from these Allen bolts becoming loosened 
during the course of action permitting the block to become offset 
and jamming the upper connecting rod. As the connecting rod moved 
up and down with the gun's elevation and depression, the connect¬ 
ing rod became bent with subsequent nullifying action on the firing 
stop mechanism. The firing cut-out mechaism was checked satisfact¬ 
orily four (4) days previous to this action. 

20mm and 40mm casualties were such as might be expected 
after operating 15 months - one 20mm front spring, one 20mm face 
piece lock spring, one 20mm firing pin striker being broken, and 
two sets of 40mm extractors breaking with one set resulting in the 
twisting of the crank shaft. 

One premature burst was experienced in a 20mm barrel which 
resulted in approximately three inches of the muzzle being blown off. 

No personnel casualties resulted. A separate report has been sub¬ 
mitted to BUORD covering this casualty. 

With one exception fire discipline was good. Once, the 
20mm and 40mm batteries continued firing after the order of "cease 
firing" was given by the Machine Gun Control Officer. With multiple 
targets, the separate batter control officers exercised exeellent 
judgement in selecting targets. 

These actions revealed the absolute necessity of group. 
control officers controlling their individual batteries once action 
is joined and a close-in melee has resulted. At no time was it r.: 
necessary to employ divided fire with the main battery, although 
training for such circumstances has been given main battery and 
40mm director personnel. In this respect, two suggestions are made. 
Provision should be made for communications between 40mm directors 
and 5" guns. Should the five inch guns be placed on the Mrk 51 
Directors. It is believed that such communications would greatly 
facilitate the positive fire control of these guns. This is a 
problem which confronts this vessel. 

This ship can parrallel the JY andJP circuits, but with 
two or more targets being taken under fire simultaneously with 
divided fire, it is thought that no one circuit could possibly accom¬ 
odate all necessary communications - confusion would result. 


-1 


ENCLOSURE (E) 



USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 


SUBJECT: Action Report for Period 12 December 1944 - 1 January 
1945 submission of 


A good suggestion is that "ready" lights, or even 
"commence firing" lights migh$ feasibly be installed in the five 
inch mounts to indicate whether or not the controlling Mark 51 
director is "on" the target and firing of the mount is desired. 

For full radar controlled tracking and firing the follow¬ 
ing communications between f?L0T, CIC AND CONTROL were found quite 
satisfactory. For night, trainer, FD range operator, Control 
Officer (selector switch), computer operator, and Radar Officer in 
CIC or individual circuit - our 41JS. For day- range finder 
operator, FD range operator, Control Officer (selector swithch) 
computor operator, and radar officer in CIC on 41JS. In this 
instance, the trainer wears the 1JW phones. 

From this ship’s experience it is believed to be sound 
gunnery doctrine to whithhold fire (night-full rddar control) until 
the target has coled to approximately 5,000 yards and a good solu¬ 
tion has been obtained. At that range, the plane has committed 
himself, and must press home his attack without radical evasive 
maneuvers. To open fire beyond that range, allows the target to 
maneuver and upset the computer solution. 

On all full radar controlled firings it was possible 
to track and fire with the director pointer using his oscilloscope 
for determining director elevation. This is attributed to the fact 
that sufficient tracking time at ranges varying from 18,000 to 
30,000 yards permitted good solutions of the problems to be obtained, 
before the targets closed the critical range (6,000 to 8,000 yards 
and under). For low flying planes pressing home their attacks, 
the computer solutions generally carried through on target. 

While a 6DG synchre is installed, this method of track¬ 
ing a low flying plane was not employed, and no comments are made. 

(b) Ammunition expenditures for the period are follows: 

5"/38 AA Common (Mk 18 fuze) - 296 

5"/38 AA Common (Mk 32 Fuze) - 234 

20MM HEI - 2520 rounds 

20MM HET - 1260 ronnds 

40MM SERVICE - 1984 rounds 

(c) One (1) twin engine Japanese plane was destroyed 
at night employing full-radar control and mark 32 projectiles. 

Another deliberate night attack on this vessel was repelled with 
the enemy plane being forced to veer off and retire, possibly, 
sustaining damage. One enemy plane which attacked the formation 
in the vicinity of the USS PRINGLE, crashed as a result of the 
fire from both the USS PRINGLE and this ship. During an attack 
by three(3) JUDYS, one was fired on by our 40MM guns and retired 
smoking. Firing was accurate and this plane is believed to have 
been damaged. 


ENCLOSURE (E) 
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Cff. • F-01 AA-1 
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H^viara fori. for eetortihg ajl. actioh by surface sups. i 

_ i 

Location if chi- (arsu; .U.S.S. PAUL : TAMILI 0?T (DD59C) ! 

' -- 28 ixc^nza . 

Zcce Tine , S~3ri ...................Date*•............... ............ 

* . * _ bz5j 

1. Surprise attack (yes or no) ^ Day or* l 

• r 

2 . list hod pi hieing plane up (Radar «binooulars .naked eye) RA DAR 

3. Ranga piane was picked up (50,30,10, less then 5 miles) ^ AT1F-S 

7 1 

4. Total aujuber of planes observe d CTTE Typ e ** ~" *~ ~~ 

5. Scalar.of planes attacking oro shi p T ype ~ ** 

6 . Humber of planes taken under fire by own shi p 

(a) Of those attacking own ship T yp e * "* ~ * 

(b) Other s — ~®~®® _ T,y> e 

7. Speed and altitude of approach it kr./is an 1 fse t 

... Humber of guns firing-by caliber 2Z21 ; 

9. Ammunition expended- by caliber__ 1£Q RCUhLS _ 

10. Percent service allowance expende d 

^ • «• ^ • \ 

11. Method of contro l dAc:lt M ethod of spottin g _ 

4 

. lie the d of rangin g ~~®®®®®*" ^ M e-nod of firing__ 

12. Approximate time-tracking to first sho t ^ ^ T£S _ 

13. Approximate tiiae of first hits __ 

14. Approximate time first shot to last sho t ? SSCITTS 

15. Approximate position angle open fire 33*_ N v, 

— - « 

16. Approximate position angle eease fire ; ^ \ 

■ •' 0 '• ' •' . - Vf < L ^.Vs. . 

17. Approximate bearing first sho t j • \ > , \ ^ 

18. Approximate bearing last sho t , . Cyl* 0 UMLAUTS ■ X> 

\n r *5 yrr ? 

19. Approximate range first shot 500 TCUB Altitude of plana ^ 

*" ,-rj \;~ 

.^20* Approximate mlniman range air:rr. r, a\yror A ltitud e *"~ n \. 

21, Approximate range last sho t ft p TISX3 | A ltitud e S 

. «2, Approximate altitude of bomb release • — Size of bomb • ® * ® fd , n 

i —~T . / ■■ ~J ' 




























































r 


.1 


i . 


i 


0 OSPIDEJIIAL 


RWISED FORM FOR REPQRTIUG A A At ”. 1 


u.s.s. paul away.?ou (ddsoo) 

:or LY o.TRfACE SHIPS (ccatd) 


23* Approximate range torpedc release 1 500 YARDS Sire torpedo UKKNouM 

di. Kxnabw hits on ■hip by bora be — - jh> tc—q idroa - - - ’’as eftlp - — — — 

itrafed*? l * 


Sine gun 


2F. > T ’i*obor near bomb miceea damaging ship 
26 Plane 3 shot down 


SURE 

By -nm SURE PF.OH- 

ship alone Assist ABJF J5AUAGT?} 


■ 

(a) Those ftTta :V:i*v*. nr n ship 

(b) Other aircraft 


27. Beat estimate of else gun or guns responsible for eoch "Sun 1, » . . . * 
23. Performance oi' anmunition(excellent,good,bad,pool) rrrrrr.TJt^ _ 

29. ’’hat failures iu mtcrif.l oocured in this acir.cn? 

•—H6ie--— 

30. Sketch* (a) Indicate direct!.in of attack r^letlve i:hip'i toad. 

(b) 3horr relative position of sun, 

(c) Indicate ova maneuvers. 

BOTEr Add descriptive tfart cn addit.-; r'i oh > t iS required tc clarify report. 
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Ccnifich F-01 AA-1 
Feb. 1944 

REVISED FORI! ?0R REPORTING AJU ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS. 

Location of ahip (aroa)-.AWl^A*.*....L.3.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 


Echo Tto.AE&JK3I.Ifcte. 

<---■-- 

1* Surprise attack (yea or no) T 7 S . . . D ay ov . 


J2£L 


'JLT» 


basis? res 


2 . Kothod picking plana, up (Radar.binocular*.naked aye) 

3. Range Plana was pick e d up (50,30*10, lass than 5 miles) __ t^tt S vtt.tcs . 

4. Total number of planaa observe d rrorg ty p e . .. ..ronr 

Humber of planes attac kin g own shi p wn?rg T yp e . . . • —• 

6 . Humber of planes taken \mder fire by own ship. 

(a) Of those attacking own shi p rmra 

(b) Other s fgl TTO • T yp e 




U) ra„,v. 


typ« 




7m Speed end altitude of approach In knots and^fee ^ Triffi TTHrair nn^ - xQ 

8. Humber of juns firing-by oallbe r ^ mrai - ( A\ gnipt.- ,, . _ 

9. Ammunition expendod- by calibe r 2fi tm » 24Q ROTTHTi^ serai - &DQ ROUHp s. 

10. Percent service allowance expende d ._ 

11. Method of control 
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-BIRE&TOR. APIOUAtlG 


Method of spotting 


Method of ranging 


Method <pf firing 


12. Approximate time-tracking to first shot 

13. ' Approximate time of first kits '' 
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urn. 
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14. Approximate tine first shot to last shot 

• a * *• 

15. Approximate position angle open fir e 

16. Approxlsnte position angle c ea se fir e 

17. Approximate bearing first shot_ 

18. Approximate bearing last sho t . f p~-\Q r. 


20 SEC0TO3 


Jg..r I5°- 


■Cl) i^° JL 
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IZUEZZ. 


Lll.r.l° ft. 


19. A ppruiicnt e range first aho t^ii tap rnn J^gT g gtl tada cf piers* 

20. Approximate mirrtnren range aircraft spgncacbmdj g } 2^2 y&s ^ \_ffi 
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21. Approximate range last 
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0 55 mE5TIAt j’J.S.S. PAUL HAKILTOr (TO5P0) 
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t 

WISED FORH FOR REPORTING A A AC? CGI- Si'. SURFACE SHIPS (contd) 

V 

23. Approximate rung* torptdo r»lew » I OC S S ise- torpcd s 1CEB 

I 

24* Number hits on ship by bomo r IQTO b y icrgedrc s_ *0*^ '•'ss snip 

rtra.fed? y p j 

_ 1 
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26. Number near bcnb irirseir digging shi p NOgB __ 

23 Planes shot ccrwr i . 

TORE 

By own SURE PROB- 

chip alone Assijt ABiE iJAilAG”': 

(a) Those atv„;k5.nn ovn ship __ (1) CSE 

(b) Other aircraf t __________ _____ _____ 

27. Best estimate of size gun or guns responsible fur eoch "Suro" 

28. Perfonaance o i annurdtion(excellent. gortd,bai,cco; ) EICELLgiT 

29. ’’’hat failures in material oocured ir. this ac’.Jon? KCEE 

» Mil .. ■ ■■ II ■ —»«—M— 

20. Sketch* (a) Indicate dir soti«: c; a*/-js!. - ilobvv* ship's head. 

(b) Show relative posit »>& ?»t j x . 

(c) Indicate own nanau-r-jrn. 

NOTE* Add descriptivs test on addituoru 1 :j i J. roejuirod to clarify report. 
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TJ.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (TJDSSO) 


XEVICZD TDra FGH ESFOHTI1JB A A AfT.COff 3 'i SURFACE SHIPS (ocntd) 


23, Arirozlcito rtag* rolease 


Size torped o nms 


24, Bv.v*:-r hits on thij ty hoTtas 

8tic.Cc'.:? 


JS>y tcrpndncs j"ks snip 


Ribs, gun ^ ^ —,_ 


i", timber near barsb «dBEoa d ct &ging ship | j 
26 Fiunes shot down* __ ' 


P~ c".cj 


SCR3 PROB- 


clir s^-ona Assist ABcE DAUAG^D 


(a) Those artA'ikirii; o\ n ship ( \\ 

(b) Other aircraft___ 


27, Beat estimate of size gun or guns responsible for each "Sure" .JC/C3 jCAL. 

2&, Performance of arraunitlcn(excellent, Eobd,bad.poor ) grr-n.T.Tr^ _ 

29, ’That failures in material occured in this action? 


SO , Sketch? (a) Indicate direction of attack rrlutive ship’s hoad. 

(L) Show rclatiTO position of run. 

(o) Indicate can maneuvers. 

S07T* Add descriptive test ca addiv i« eb.'-t ii required to clarify report. 


( 2 ) 


3 «-■>; 


(::) 


tz 3 £~- 


~;r\ 




..._L_ 


I 

•J 























A/oftrH 



> * 






/ <?z$~ 7^ c j Dec. /?//" 












( ) 


( ) 


C 3 sac*i 25 ?AC t.ts trm? fcu 2 

Errors C 3 mzraca 


2. Tils r~—ri It to ba erbriit-cdl to C''”"'*, cerise to tjps ecacm:ter esd 
C.?t '’'l r r r-'*- d 5 — -•• ‘-'7 cl-c? *ny c~~rrienro with 

I ' r f • ■ {■: ~' s \ F ' 7 '~'2 J' v ~'~~.rr;'5 c? drcsSage of 


■l-L j"*'. > t - :,z $ c*.C 2 trr 1 c crrcia tci t ' r~. i:c elm 


- t \ r nn'" 


2* Fill la ti:s fcllrrirs bledo, inrrfrr ts Forcible* 

turn ef c* *p: FTi r.'.tE* F-MELTCS 0r~0) Let* 11° 4C2 Least 121° 10» 

re-a eni tires 23 Dee. 1744. £130 to 2115* Wind epaed and direction: Q45°-1Q krria* 

Rentier cl erecteristicst Clear full exjen. 

Deception noticed eat SC-3* 8G-1, FT radars* 

fccct Frequencies of these radars* 21 i'72 - JCCtlS - 713*3* 

Cenpere *2feotivcosce on different radaro» S3, cost effcctodj FT, slightly] 

SO, hardly noticeable* 

Origin cf deception (plena, shall, rosiest)* Plane 

Scryc cf pi"(a)t 5 to 9 ciloa* Bearing C7i°- 225®- 300®- 315° (True) 

Wen tern c:::ce of deception id e ntified or captured? la 
Dercrilr; ------ 

WLct Tired dcbtic^i Kcao 

ties tie deception predated* 45 eicates* 

Ena tlcre era pip or errp? Peer (4) *ars detected oa SC-3* 

Sillier.'■“t ? Ua Ec?ed «ith visit Tee* 

Cc“t:::i !: - *;/;i ----- p alv- 3 et vhri *?w2T • - - - 

Ulr-; ' cl ti l I*-';li? fret. Left cerren et xhrt hd^t? - - - - 
lied* . -• re Cr/j t: j — — - — 

. Tie tl: :'. cl.c Vs Ire. Fid it bcr.it !• - - - 
l- z ' XrcrfilerV* — — — <*1 ~n cr lees ret"illy tl -3 leered plrrca pipe 


j 

i 

* ) 


i 




F* T ~' 


-/-> 













i ) 


Bcptli ia rc.rco c* pX?s Oca «aa 4 dies, tha rcr^ 2 dies* *L£& la dccsroca* 2D° 

l 

CtSs? tfasasicrlitlasi 1 -rpo pf.r» beet. irrcyflerly* tfea nail pipa aacra «lsc? A 

d:ll.rr.i cal ctscfy* I 

t ! 

Ccsll ytss «rr!S t’era It? Tjs* CSOTp.T&t 15 . n *^'’7 ercry l-cta-sa tha pip ©crsrd 

by ILo iHrles? ns ceakar tkea tko ptara eels* 

Isa a p!rr3 er e!:lp ccta titles by it? Ea* Eia ■ " ■ ■■■ 

» 

Best cT-rct^r-";? • - - • . . 

Bacca t itizz tire * cbreared? • • • • Ikes ta?r& csuld bo Meat. - • • • 


fts-t rrs rr:‘ -* 1? rr'-ea fey lt3 cn? It la t~?icrrd tbs drroptica iepleyrd to 
dir‘.rrr-t i ‘ - •*—3 £.-?•* trra ert i? f *.-*-» c* crr» ctiadrlrs 

pi" r*' : r* -—i dr,:~r3 tks fl 3 r r;**r.r.”3 ef t'-t crllttL-3 asd 

to.:' : t- ; r ;la each coca tic plsr .3 ofier rclcasir;; tko 

•per.;! rerj? i 


- L.- * .!< 


Bid pienra cr cl.‘^3 tako adTC-rtaca of It u ocrccn fey approacMcsj or oasap l ng? Bo* 
Bsar veil ecrld t!:cy ba tracteM? — — — - 

Cceld rsryo ts CctcralagiS? Tea* ®ecrirg? Tea* Boa occurct«lj? 5° 


Were c~~~- ^ - : 


c— / ~'z? X? ferrs eV-'.t crrl s .’r , ?n by tbs £C-3 operators* Action tf.krrg 


3 eelcca* 


Ict!i feles pip plilicj to fcciiilcla rclccetlca cS file 

Bed cpccc-tcra c?ca drrrnrtrc.tics? Tea* Op training fils? Tea* 

Whet et '73 r—r t*’ ~n by r—rtrrs to cr—rtain thrt this vsa cot erdinrry later* 
fcrer.tr 3 er* c ': 1 ’ “'? Tr .'3 p*~s fee* r*"t p-rt 1 —’o er.ly ccrr»ctrml pips* Ope?* 
atcr-3 end pi:’... .re tree!:::! tr.l cl.lrrrlr.rl fell. 3 pips* Co cl**mlcce.t sera cola ca £cay* 

Sv- 


IS3 r^-? t——ir'V? T:-, r~3 srers tsl effect ebz-rrd? lea* Ibo slip 

»L3 c_ irrv:,r. _lr'Uy cl Llp^i cprtJ* 

Bid tm tcerlrs cT irlcrrerenra rcsela ca n s ? Tbs* felctlTs? Es* 

Us r'? c'’":'"! c'^^r Tr?* F~'" ,A '? rro f3 erri FB pips rrra eiclly 

dlel„:p;':l.l:.:» Cle:e? slips Is C“p::*‘:?:s rrprrloc dr.ies3 ca tl:elr teelrs* 


.r 


■*■*”3, t'T ,r "'“y r* 


r 

*. 


■> 2 c? r 




{*—o c~~~~'*o c:~*t 1? rrrerrrry}* 


t 

( 

t 

J ’ : 

t : • - 

£C - l — PDi 


.—5 r - 
3 cl *• . 


tso* 

e^rtidei^ /o.t- ! 

, .. { •:•••••’ 


C^wsrc*’ Vhe.ta t r J V PS S •”' 


* 4. -* C-. t: . 


-* 4 - 


ws.v'e 


cblt»v < ;] • . . i C.H^iy Cl!i i.’^s 


f ■ r 

( 


* **’ * # * —* r** 


^ C^'-r 























- I \ 

fcai-jch F*CI Z*.-~ 

J7(_ , 

££££!££ 5 21 a- l 


Err/icra fohh for bepcruss a^TLctics by surface ships. 


Insertion of *hip (aron) • •. fJVJ * f. A *.l< 


f~ro Kr 


23 '- 


.U. 8 .S. PAUL UAI-ULTOU (DD590) 




; 'i? ' <■ • J/ty V 

♦ f"’ T “■*■*''* T f - *\ 


1 , furpric* attack (ye* cr nr)_ . 


J3ay «r a> , >..^ 3 ., 


Ci-UJ-3-—-'-A—- 


; 2* ilctbod picking plena up (Ik. i:r * 1 irnculsr s, naiad eye) 
5# Range Flans wo* picked up <CO,20,10, leas than 6 alls 
4. Total noriber of plana* observe d r ~ ^ ON? Typ e 

6 . Ikrlsr of plsrss attacking cro ekl p T yp e 

6. Ihsster of pleas 3 taken 'undor fire by own ship 

(a) Of those attacking own shi p 

(b) Others_ 


ONE 

<zz— 


Type. 


ype 


.7. Speed end altitude of approach In kaota and feet 
/ 3. Hvcsber of guns firing-by caliber 


9. Jtasmiti'on expended- by calibe r ’ ^ Jjjf 

“* -«jr 


10. Percent seHlce. allowance expends d_ 

11. Kctkcd of control ! ~ ' A j " *■'" 




2 6 e- 


. 1 


*> 


f Kitnsd of ranging 


FD RAPArfC. 


ilechcd of spotting 




12.. Apprcnimte tin*-tracking to first shst 

15. Apprcnisnte tin* of first hits 
14. Apprcnlcato ties first shot 

16. Aggroxinate position angle cyan fire 

> 

18. Apprcnieato petition ergld- ctnso fir e 


lietbcd t^f firing_£ 

I S’ ftlUvTft 


. w- 


lts —rrri-- 

t* last the 11 ; tlP, 

■aaaiea/ 


-*r—‘ 


17. A”g realm t» bearing first clct 

W. Aggrtnimis herring lest c? 

« 

. X3. Ar. 7 cscimts rerga first e!. rt 
2D. Ap~rcsirnl* dsissa rang? felrcrdrc! appro;:’ 

c • a~ _ \ 

. ^2* c.l'’trl3 of I 
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f.S.S* PAUL HAKLtTUr (ur-.'.c) 


s . i 

* : 


1TTISED FOittI i'OR WLTO-ttlC A A ApTICJJ BT fGRFACE SHIPS (ocutd) . 

« ' <* 

43* Approrimeto ru t^« torpeot reloasot T * L ' Site torpedo ^ 

, , l f _ 

14 . IT’inter hit-* on\s’iip by Lotos — > fcy tarpcdre s . *htp 

Strafe d? pj \ • • ? 

Siao gun_\ 


'• \i- • 

. s _ l _ 

ZSm Bun ber neat r bartoWcees dart?,fCng ship 


V 

\ 


26 Planes shot dotrot tm!3 

4 

(a) Those attacking orn ship 
'b) Other aircraft_ 


I 


i TOES 

! /y :rm ’ SUHE PF.TjS- ‘ 

‘ .'hip alom Assist AE«E DAUA.GSD 


- . Jest 63tinate of site gun or guns .rerpor.sihJe for eooh "Sure" 
28. Performance "SL aiyminition( excellent, gone.,tad.ioor) €«?**!> 


f i 29. ll ’hat failures in rmttrif.l oocured In this action? 


SO* Sketch* (a) Xi dica--» d-.mti 5i» of ‘attack relative ship’s head. 


. (o) Z\ot poiit..«n 

(c) Xncucat.v am naaauve.*s. 


of sun. 


\ 


BOTEr Add descriptive text cn additional sheet if reemirod to clarify r-> < rt. 
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COI?PJ. r TMITUL 


. r.~'IC3D FOr.LI FOR REPORTING A.A. ACTIOII BY SURFACE CHIPS, 
location pf C-ip 


T' 

Zona Tlr-r.7 . 


»Da.*e. 

— t— 


S.S. PAUL HAIULTOB (DD590) 

so urcr_~uR 1944. 


iro 


Day or j b 


DAY 


1. Surprise attack (yee or no)_ 

2. Method picking piano up (Radar.binocular*,naked eye) BAKED BYE 


i‘# Range Plane was picked up (50,30,10, laps than 6 miles) 1E53 TEAR 5 MIX ES. 

4. Total number of planes observe d FOUR (4) T yp e VAL _ 

6. Rusher of planes attacking own shi p , (1) O.'.IS T yp e ~7AL _ _ 

6, Rumiber of planes taken under fire by own shi p 0!TB 

(a) Of those attacking or/n shi p CUB T yp e VAL _ 

(b) Others_Type_■ _ 


7# Speed and altitude of approach in knots and feet 250 ITS — 30 FEET 

• r ^ 
•• 

‘ 8, Hvuaber of guns firing-by calibe r 5 5"/38, 6 40m, 5 2 01SJ._ 

9, Ammunition expended- by calibe r 5" 32 RD S, 4013 J 259 BPS, 20MM 320 BPS 
10. Percent servioe allowance expende d 6* 1 .6^, 4 0iM 2^, 20101 0.8# _ 


11. Method of control DIRECTOR AUTOMATIC 


Lfothod of spotting FO 


’ • Method of ranging 


OPTICS 


Method of firing DIRECTOR C CUT TUI— 

- uous. 


12. Approximate time-tracking to first s .ot 

13. Approximate time of first hits • 


15 SECONDS 


SORE 


Approximate time first shot to last sho t 20 SECONDS 

Approximate position angle open fire 10° . 


? . 


16* Approximate position angle oease fire 

» * 

| 

17# Approximate bearing first sho t : 

. i 

18, Approximate bearing last sho t ■ 

19# Approximate range first shot 


00 


£ C\?,Z\ 


\ Altitude of plana 60 FEET. 

1 . - w - - 

20. ‘'Approximate minimum range aircrafjfc approached JtO rTETA ltitud p ' 50 FEET. 

21; ’ Approximate range last sho t ^ 

\ 

12# Approximate altitude of boefc release 
ECLCSUESt (I) 4 i “ 

• - • * * l 


•:,Altitude €0 FEET 

•& » 1 


..Size of benb 
■<.> ■ - 


_, 

tXLOSUZE'k 



































































U.S.S. PAUL HAJULTOr (DD590) 


£2 :: . 

WISED FORM rOR REPORTING A A ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS (contd) 

23* Approximate rou^e torpedc releas e Size torpoda_ 

b y torpedoe s *”u s snip 

Siso gun_ 


24* Number hit"? cn ship uy bcrno?^ 
strafed? 


25. Number near bunt ndccea damaging ahip 
26 Planes shot down: 


SURE 

By own SURE PP.IE- 

ohip alono Assist AE.uE DAilAGED 


< (a) Those attacking own ship^ 

(b) Other aircraft_ 


JOBS. 


27. Beat estimate of size gun cr guns ruspor.siblw ft.r eoch "Sure" 

28. Performance of anmunition( exael lent. gcod,frt.-u . r.oox) rrmrr.T.Trnw 

C3. 1<, hat failures in material occuret 1 in thia ac '.3 on7 ttottr _ 


80. Sketoht (a) Indicate direction of a-.tua' lutive ehip'a head. 

(b) Show relative position oi e i, 

(c) Indicate own maneuvers. 

SOTEt Add desoriptive test on additional sheet if rec ; ui red to clarify report. 


( 2 ) 


(I) 


*--.J . — . 


2 rt'xzi 

ENCLOSURE - /4 

* VI 
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■ I . • 

Ccninch F-01 AA.-1 ' ” i 

Feb. 1044 ! 

C 0 II F I D E II T I A L ! 

— -T- — — — j 

REVISED FORI! FOR REPORTING AU. ACTI01I DY SURFACE SHIPS. 

Location of ship (area) JCXHDIKAO.SZA.U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Zone Tims J3S42 .ITEM .Date .1 .JANUARY. 1046 . . 


!• Surprise attack (yes or no)_ 


9. 


-SO. 


Day or 


:—Mi¬ 


llet hod picking plane up (Radar.binoculars.naked eye) 


RADAR 


a • Range Plane ew picked up (60.30.10. lees than 6 
4. Total n umb er of planes obsc*' ve^ 


Humber of planes attacking own ship 




Type 




6. Number of planes taken under fire by own shi p 

(a) Of those attacking ova. shi p T ype. 

(b) Others_Type 


7. Speed and altitude of approach in knots and fee t , p/ }Q 0 y»r 4 

8. Number of guns firing-by oalibe r ^ ^ iCZ2L tx\ mum 

Ammunition oxpendod- by calibe r-^ PfTrTTm <. r"Aa hat., 9 in inn „ 


10. Percent service allowance expended ^ < 


-1U£- QJB&. 


11 . Method of oontrol yTBTga mREOTHR flnHTTfflinS 
, Method of rangin g panap 


Jiothod of spotting 
Method of firin 


12. Approximate time-tracking to first sho t vnmTvn 


13. Approximate time of first hits vrfira nHr^wnrm • ^ v 


14. Approximate time first shot to last shot 
*'• Approximate position angle open fire 
1". Approximate position angle eeai 

17. Approximate bearing first shot 

18, Approximate bearing last shot 


-sa-fiffimm. 


so*. 


* 


fii 


TQ» 


isd°(t) 


IBOS^Z). 


19. Approximate range first sho t jjw*. 


Altitude of pl* c: ' i 3 l a > £ 2 X 


20. Approximate minimum range aircraft apprOache d^r^^^A ltitud e ^ < 


21* Approximate range last sho t A Ytpnn 

22. Approximate altitude of boob releas e 
WCLC5UE2 (L) 


Altitude 


p. n nor> ir». 


t.% 

W 


Size df” bacab_ 

?. OP 21 


% 

V 


0 


tXLOSUIS U 


aO 

/W 


I 
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U.S.S* PAUL HAJU7.T0F (PDofO) * 


RK7ISED FORlt FOR REPORTING A A ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS (contd) 

23* Approximate rar.pe torpedc release_JQHS . _ _Sire torped o wnTTR 


24. Number hits on ship by bomo? ■gnmt by vicm tz ~~ n i ship 


strafsd? 


JZ£L 


Size gun 


. Number near bomb misses damaging eh ip gnm? 


fanes shot down* 


KOBE 


SURE 

By 'vna SUiffi PP.OB- 

ship aiono AssiJt AB~E DAIIAG3D 


s u; Those aTtn'iking oro ship urn 
(b^ Other aircraft, _ 


27. Best estinato of Ki.ru , 7 m or guns responsible .for eoch w Suro" 

26. Performance ~t arnu:•itlonfexcellent,good,bad,poor) nnnn _____ 


29. "hat failure:; 3’t material occured in this action? 


XOBZ 


30. Sketch* (a) I dicati* dimchi.m of attack relative rhip’a her.?*:. 

(b) J’iCK relative pocit^on of sin. 

(c) Indicate orrn maneuvers. 

BOTE* Add descriptive text on additional sheet i i roru .red to clarify reprr!;. 


( 2 ) 


z 0 zz\ 


-Ar^tu * 
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DD590/A16 
Serial: 016 

0E WIWl T I U 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
Fleet Poet Office, 

San Francisco, Calif* 



11 February 1945 


From: Commanding Officer. 

To : Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet. 

Subject: War Diary - January 1945* 

Reference: (a) CinCPac Conf Ltr 1CL-45 of 1 January 1945. 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

1 January 1945 


Proceeding enroute Mindoro Island to San Pedro Bay, 
Leyte Gulf, P.I* in company with Task Unit 78.3.15, Captain J. B. 
McLean, USN, ComDesDiv 48, USS BUSH (DD529) Flagship. Task Unit 
composed of retiring convoy from Uncle plus 15 Resupply Echelon to 
Mindoro consisting of approximately 25 amphibious vessels screened 
by eight destroyers in Cruising Disposition Victor as follows: USS 
BUSH (DD529)(F), USS STEVENS (DD479), primary FD, USS STERETT (DD407), 
USS PHILLIP (DD498), USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590), USS WILSON (DD408), 

USS PRINGLE (DD497), secondary FD, and USS EDWARDS (DD619). Steaming 
eastward through Mindanao Sea until 1400 when passed through Surigao 
Strait and changed course to northward. Entered Leyte Gulf; and at 
2152, Task Unit 78*3*15 was dissolved, ships proceeding independently 
to anchorage in San Pedro Bay. 

Positions 


0800 9-22-N 1200 9-41-N 2000 10-40-N 

124-31-2 125-OO-E 125-17-E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

2 January 1945 

Anchored in San Pedro Bay. The day was spent replen¬ 
ishing the fuel and ammunition requirements of the ship. At 2333 
underway to effect sortie with T.U. 77.2.1 in accordance with ComBat- 
Div 3 sortie Plan A-I63 Serial 0041 dated 31 December 1944* 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

3 January 1945 


l 


At 0245 sortie with T.U. 77.2.1 (Rear Admiral G.L. 

Weyler, USN, CoraBatDiv 3, USS NEW MEXICO, Flagship) was completed and 
cruising disposition 4KW formed as follows: Heavy ships - USS NETT MEXIC O 
(BB40)(F), USS LOUISVILLE (CA28), USS PORTLAND (CA33), USS SALAMONTE 
(AO26), USS SUAMICO (A049), USS WINOOSKI (A038), HHAS AUSTRALIA, HM&S 
SHROPSHIRE, USS MISSISSIPPI (BB41), and USS MINNEAPOLIS (CA36). 


no47o FiLn 
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DD590/A16 
Serial: 016 


i i 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ‘ 
Fleet Poet Office, 

San Francisco, Calif. 


Jfs: 


££nfidential 


11 February 1945 


Subject: War Diary - January 1945* 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

3 January 1945 (Con't). 

Screening ehipe - USS BARTON (DD722)(F), USS ABBOT (DD629), USS SANDS 
(APD13), USS BRYANT (DD 665 ), USS KIMBERLEY (DD521), USS DICKERSON (APD21), 
USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590), USS CLEMSON (APD31). USS NEY COMB (DD586) USS 
JAiSES E. CRAIG (DE201), USS ?/.D. PORTER (DD579), USS EICHEN3ERGER (DE202), 
HMAS nARRAMUNGA. USS 40ALE (DD693), USS ALLEN M. SUMMER (DD692), USS 
INGRAHAM (DD694), USS LOWRY (DD770), HMAS ARUNTA, USS 1ALKE (DD723), USS 
O'BRIEN (DD725), andUSS LAFFEY (DD724). T.U. 77.2.1 proceeded on a south¬ 
erly course and effected rendezvous with T.G. 77.4, Rear Admiral Durgin USN, 
in USS MAKIN ISLAND (CVE93), and T.U. 77.2 in South Leyte Gulf at 1000. 

Ships formed Disposition 4R0 with two groups, one stationed about 10 miles 
ahead of the other. The forward diposition consisted of ships of T.U. 

77.2.1 and T.U, 77*4.2, and the rear disposition consisted of ships of T.U. 

77.2.2 and T.U. 77*4.1. T.G. 77.4.1 included the following ships: USS 
MAKIN ISLAND (CVE93){F), USS LUNGA POINT (CVE94), USS BISMARCK SEA (CVE95), 
USS SALAKAUA (CVE96), USS HAGGATT BAY (CVE75), USS KTTKUM BAY (CVE71), USS 
SHAMROCK BAY (CVE84), USS TULAGI (CVE72), USS O'FAHERTY (EE340), USS JOHN 
C. BUTLER (DE339), USS W. SIEVERLING (DF441), USS K.C. CAMPBELL (DE443), 

USS GOSS (DE444), USS V. M. MOORE (DE442), USS STAFFORD (EE411), USS MAURY 
(DD401)(F), USS SCCALL (DD400), USS GRIGLEY (DD380), USS HELM (DD388), USS 
PATTERSON (DD392), USS BAGLEY (DD386), USS EDMUNDS (DE406), USS RALPH 
TALBOT (DD390), and USS HOWARD F. CLARK (DE533). T.G. 77.4.2 included the 
following ahipa: USS NATOiiA BAY (Flagahip, Rear Admiral Stump, USN)(CVE62), 
USS MANILA BAY (CVE61). USS STEAMER BAY (CVE87). USS WAKE ISLAND (CVE65), 
USS SAW ISLAND (CVE78), USS OMLiANEY BAY (CVE79), USS HALL (DD583)(F), USS 
HALLIGAN (DD584), USS TWIGGS (DD591), USS BELL (DD587), and USS BURNS 
(DD588). T.U. 77.2.2 included the following ahipa: USS PENNSYLVANIA 
(BB38), USS CALIFORNIA (BB44), USS MONTPELIER (CL57), USS COLUMBIA (CL56), 
USS DENVER (CL58), USS WEST VIRGINIA (BB4S)(F), USS COLORADO (BB45), USS 
MARYLAND (BB 46 ), USS LEUTZE (DD481), USS BENNION (DD 682 ), USS H.L. EDWARDS 
(DD643), USS R.P. LEARY (DD 664 ), USS ROSS (DD563) and USS ROBINSON (DD562). 
The formation proceeded on a aoutherly course and at 1200 passed through 
Surigao Strait into Mindanao Sea. The planes of T.G. 77*4 formed an 
adequate CAP and no enemy air attacks occurred. 

Positions 


9-08-N 

123-57-E 


0800 10-39-N 

126 - 21-1 


1200 


9-48-N 

125-15-5 


2000 
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D.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
ED590/A16 Fleet Poet Office, 

' Serial: 016 San Francisco, Calif* 


11 February 1945 

Subject: War Diary - January 1945. 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
4 January 1945 


Task Group 77.2 continued northward through Sulu Sea, leaving 
Negros and Panay to starboard. Commencing at day-break this ship began trans¬ 
ferring mail among ships of T.G. 77*2. The mail transferring exercise continued 
throughout the day, with the last transfer being made at 1700, at which time 
returned to station in cruising disposition. There were no alerts or enemy air¬ 
craft in the vicinity of the disposition during the day, until 1715 a lone enemy 
plane crashed into the U5S OiiMANEY BAY (CVE79) setting her afire. The fire 
caused by the suicide crash rapidly gained headway and shortly afterward the USS 
OMLIANET BAY abandoned ship. Destroyers of the screen were designated to standby 
and pickup survivors, and this ship was one of those designated. Y/e picked up 
seventy three (73) survivors before being ordered to return to station. The USS 
BURNS (DD587) was designated to standby and sink the OMMANEY BAY with torpeaos 
which she did at 1955. The seventy three (73) survivors received aboard were 
transferred to the USS SAVO ISLAND (CVE78) at 2330. 

Positions 

0800 9-59-N 1200 10-35-N 2000 11-34-N 

122-03-E 121-55-3 121-13-3 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (H>590) 

5 January 1945 

At 0047 and again at 0325 Air Flash Red occurred and gunfire 
was observed from shore based batteries on Mindoro. At 0759 this ship set Con¬ 
dition of Readiness One-Easy in preparation for expected enemy air attacks. 

8everal unidentified aircraft were picked up during the day, but not until 1650 
was the disposition subjected to enemy air attack. At that time three enemy air¬ 
craft came in low and attempted to force their way through the screen to attack 
the aircraft carriers in the center of the disposition, but all were shot down 
by gunfire of the screening vessels* Again at 1746 five enemy aircraft approached 
the disposition from the bearing of the sun and succeeded in crashing into the 
HMAS ARUNTA and SAVO ISLAND (CVE?8), USS STAFFORD (DE411) and USS MANILA BAY 
(CVE61)* The USS STAFFORD (DE411) reported to be in a sinking condition and was 
assisted and taken in tow. The HMAS ARUNTA and SAVO ISLAND had damage that was 
repaired in a short time, while the MANILA BAY lost power and steering control, 
dropping astern of the formation. At 1850 the MANILA BAY reported emergency re¬ 
pairs made and able to proceed. Although enemy planes were reported in the vic¬ 
inity, there were no further attacks on the disposition. T.G. 77*2 proceeded 
northward in the South China Sea along the west coast of Luzon. 

Positions 


0600 13-10-N 

120-08-3 


1200 13-44-N 

119-35-3 


2000 


15-19-N 

119-08-3 
















( i ) 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) * 

DD590/A16 Fleet Post Office, 

Serial: 016 San Francisco, Calif. 

££HII.E£NTIAL 11 February 1945 

Subject: War Diary - January 1945 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
6 January 1945 


Upon arriving at the Lingayen Gulf area about sunrise, the 
minesweeping and bombardment units of Task Group 77.2 proceeded eastward, 
leaving the carrier group. Task Group 77-4, to which this ship was assigned, 
to re main to the westward of Lingayen Gulf. The carrier group split up into 
two Task Units, T.U. 77.4.1 and T.U. 77.4.2, (CarDiv 24 and USS SAVO ISLAND 
CVE78), the latter being the one to which this ship was assigned. The two 
carrier Task Units operated separately. Flight conditions were extremely 
adverse as a wind of 25-30 knots was blowing from the NNE, however, flight 
operations were continued throughout the day. 




Positions 


0800 17-01-N 

1200 

17-05-N 

2000 17-16-N 

119-46-E 


119-40-E 

119-32-E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON 
7 January 1945 

(DD590) 




Task Unit 77.4.2 continued operating in the same approximate 
area conducting flight operations in support of the T.G. 77.2 which was bombard¬ 
ing the Lingayen Gulf area. Because of the numerous course changes that are 
necessary in carrier operation, the Sector-Screening method was adopted by the 
Screen Commander. At 1700 went alongside the USS NATOMA BAT (CVE62) to re¬ 
ceive fuel; this operation was completed at 1620 and we resumed one station in 
the screen. The wind and sea abated during the afternoon and evening. 

Positions 

0600 17-06-N 1200 16-43-N 2000 17-11-N 

119-34-E 119-40-E U9-22-E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

6 January 1945 


Task Unit 77*4.2 remained in the same area and conducted 
flight operations in support of the bombardment and minesweeping group as well 
as for the forthcoming amphibious landings in Lingayen Gulf in accordance with 
CTF 77 OP-Plan 17-44. The wind had died to strength 2 and the sea was much 
calmer than the three previous days. At 1637 went alongside USS MANILA BAT 
(CVE61) to receive fuel; the fact that the carrier could only fuel us with one 
hose accounts for the frequent fueling operations. •►Completed fuel ing at 1805 
and returned to station. 

Positions 


1200 17-06-N 

U9-30-E 

- 4 — 


0600 12-05-N 

119-25-S 


2000 


16-37.8-N 
119-03.3-E 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

DD590)A16 Fleet Post Office, 

Serial:016 San Francisco, Calif* 

22HFIDENTIAL 11 February 1945 

Subject: War Diary - Jamary 1945* 


U.S.S. PAUL HALfTI.TON (DD590) 
9 January 1945 


Today was Sugar-Day ■■’.the day of the amphibious landing in 
Lingayen Gulf on Luzon. Task Unit 77.4.2 continued flight operations through¬ 
out the day in support of this operation. Up to and including this date there 
had been no enemy attacks or activity over or near this Task Unit, which in¬ 
dicated the thoroughness of the Allied attacks on enany aircraft and aircraft 
installations. At 2030 the USS SHAMROCK BAT (CVE84) joined T.U. 77.4.2. 

Positions 

0800 17-33-N 1200 16-35-N 2000 17-27-N 

119-34-E 119-31-S 119-33-E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

10 January 1945* 

As on the previous days, T.U. 77.4.2 operated northwest of 
the Lingayen Gulf area, conducting flight operations in support of Allied 
forces on Luzon. However, the wind had increased to 25-30 knots, blowing 
from NNE, and the swell had increased considerably, which made flight operations 
difficult. 

Positions 

0800 17-01-N 1200 17-01-N 2000 17-08-N 

119-32-B 119-35-2 119-33-E 

O.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

11 January 1945. 


Flight operations were continued as on the previous days. 
The wind and sea continued to be adverse with no indications of abating. 
Since Mike-One operations commenced in this are§six days ago, there had been 
neglible enemy air resistance, and as a result^* secured from Condition of 
Readiness One-Easy and set Condition of Readiness H-Mike. Some enemy air¬ 
craft were reported to the East and Southeast, but none of which closed to 
less range than 35 miles. At 0810 T.U. 77.2.1 consisting of heavy ships of 
the bombardment group joined T.U. 77*4*2 and formed a combined cruising dis¬ 
position. The OTC of T.U. 77.2JL was in USS HEW MEXICO (BB4Q) and ComScreen 
was in USS BARTON (DD722). 

Positions 

0800 17-25-N 1200 17-17-H 2000 17-02-N 

119-16-E 119-21-E 119-17-E 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

DD590/AI6 Fleet Port Office, 

Serials 016 San Francisco, Calif* 

£r0 NFIDENT^AL H February 1945 

Subjects War Diary - January 1945* 


O.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

12 January 1945*' 

& 

Taek Unit 77.2.1 and T*U. 77.4.2 continued operations as 
before. At 0800 USS CHEPACHET (A078) was directed to take station in the center 
of the disposition in preparation to conducting fueling exercises. Went along¬ 
side to fuel at 1130 and completed at 1315* At 1522 in compliance with orders 
of CTU 77.4*2 proceeded in company with USS EDWARDS (DD683) to carry out orders 
of CTG 77.4 to effect a rendezvous with USS TALLULAH (A050) and USS SCHUYLKILL 
(A076) and act as temporary escorts. At 1820 the rendezvous was made and Coa>- 
DesDiv 102 in USS CHAEETTE (DD582) was relieved of screening duties. Proceeded 
north to rendezvous with T«U* 77.4.1 and T.U* 77*4.2. 

Positions 

0800 16-42-N 1200 17-09-N 2000 16-40-N 

119-06-E 119-16-E x 119-20-E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

33 January 1945* 

Radar contact was established with T.U. 77.4*2 at 0456. At „ 

0644 the USS TALLULAH (A050) reported steering casualty and the USS EDV/ARLS 
(DD683) was designated to screen the TALLULAH until repairs could be made. This 
ship proceeded with the USS SCHUYLKILL (A076) and reported to CTU 77.4.2 at 0810. 
Ships of T.U* 77*4*2 commenced fueling and completed at 1650. As on previous 
days, flight operations were carried out throughout the day* The wind and sea 
continued strong from the Northeast* 

Positions 

0800 17-21-N 1200 17-43-N 2000 17-44-N 

119-11-3 118-27-3 119-41-E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (EO590) 

14 January 1945* 

Operations were carried out as on previous days. Flight oper¬ 
ations and fueling being continued. At 1300 went alongside USS CKIPACHET (AC78) 
to fuel and completed fueling at 1430. At 1750 w* observed a TBF "Avenger" 
which was one of the ASP make a forced landing, and this ship was designated to 
piup survivors. The pilot the two crew members which were based on the 
USS SHAMROCK BAY (CVE84) were brought aboard uninjured* 

Poeltions 


0800 17-19-N 

119-28-E 


1200 17-35-N 

119-32-3 


2000 18-11-N 

119-43-E 


\ 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

IJD590/A16 Fleet Poet Office, 

Serial: 016 San Francisco, Calif. 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
15 January 1945* 


At 0800 T.U. 77*2.1 and T.U. 77*4*2 combined to form a 
circular disposition* The remainder of the day was spent operating in the 
same general area; with flight operations as necessary for ASP and opera¬ 
tions as necessary for ASP and CAP and support of operations on Luzon* 

Positions 

0800 16-56-N 1200 16-59-N 2000 17-08-N 

119-26-E U9-26-E 119-3G-E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

16 January 1945* 


The disposition remained cruising in the same area NW of 
Lingayen Gulf. At 0750 this ship proceeded to go alongside the USS SHAMROCK 
BA7 (CVE84) to transfer the survivors of the plane that made a forced landing 
which were picked up two days previous. However, the sea was too rough to 
effect the transfer safely. Flight operations were continued. 

Positions 

0800 17-04-N 1200 17-04-N 2000 17-17-N 

119-39-E 119-36-E 119-37-E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) 

17 January 1945* 


At 0820 left station to go alongside SHAMROCK BAT to transfer 
the three survivors of the Avenger which was forced down on the fourteen of 
January. Upon completion of the transfer resumed station in screen. At 12 2 4 
received orders to go alongside USS MANILA BAT (CVE61) to receive material for 
transfer to USS NATOilA BAT (CVE62). All material for transfer was received 
aboard, but the seas were to rough to transfer the material to the NATOilA BAT. 

At 1828 ComCarDiv 26 with USS SHAMROCK BAT (CVE84), USS MANILA BAT (CVE81) and 
USS WAKE ISLAND (CVE65) were detached from Task Unit 77.4.2 to report CTU 77*4.1* 
After all aircraft had been landed at dusk, the disposition proceeded on a 
southeasterly course. 

Positions 


0800 16-39-N 

119-15-2 


1200 16-56-N 

119-18-5 


2000 


16-52-N 
119-34-5 
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£££E£Ji}llil£2£L n February 1945• 

Subjects War Diary — January 1945* 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

IS January 1945* 


Task Group 77*4*2 proceeded on southerly courses throughout 
the day, and only changing the course to the Northeast when aircraft were being 
landed or launched. At 0820 received orders to complete the transfer of material 
that was received aboard on the previous day. The transfer was completed at noon 
at which time resumed station in the screen. Again at 1730 received orders to 
transfer mail from USS MARCUS ISLAND (CVE77) to USS NATQMA BAT (CVE62); at 1830 
the transfer was completed resumed station in the screen. At 1900 CTG 77.3 
assumed tactical command of TG 77*3 and TG 77.4* At 1920 in accordance with orders 
of CTG 77.3, T.U. 77.4.1 consisting of USS NATOMA BAT (CVE62) CTU 77*4*1, USS 
SAVO ISLAND (CVE78) and USS STEAMER BAT (CVE87) with 10 ships as escorts, of which 
this ship was one, formed cruising disposition and proceeded to Mangarin Bay, 
Mindoro, P*I* 

Positions 

0800 14-32-N 1200 14-06-N 2000 13-11-N 

U9-09-E 119-10-E 119-13-2 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

19 January 1945* 


At 0800 T*U, 77*4*1 arrived at Mangarin Bay, Mindoro Island 
and proceeded to go alongside various ships for the r eplenishment of fuel and 
ammunition. After completion of fueling, anchored in Mangarin Bay* 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (H>590) 

20 January 1945* 


At 0530 T.U* 77*4*1 got underway from Mangarin Bay, Mindoro 
and proceeded westward through Mindoro Straits into the South C h i n a Sea to 
rendezvous with T.G. 77.4. At 1425 Joined up with T.G. 77*4 and 30.8.18 and 
remained in the area west of Mindoro. Flight operations were conducted as 
necessary to furnish ASP and CAP over and in the vicinity of T*G. 77*4* At 
2015 in accordance with CTG 77.4. 0815 of 20 January 1945 this ship was detached 
as part of T.U. 77*4*3 to proceed to Mangarin Bay, Mindoro for replenishment of 
supplies. 


0800 


12 — 4 / |—N 
120 - 36-2 


Positions 

1200 13-10-N 

119-53-2 


2000 


13-12-N 

119-11-E 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
21 January 1945* 


T.U. 77*4*3 entered Mindoro Straits on easterly courses and at 
0800 arrived at Mangarin Bay to replenish fuel and ammunition requirements. In 
compliance Kith CTF 77, 190456 despatch of January 1945, DesDiv 101 less USS 
HARAEEN (ED585) reported to T.U. 78.3*19. At 1530 in accordance with orders of 

T. U. 78.5*19, DesDiv 101 less USS HARAEEN designated as T.U. 77.4.20 got under¬ 
way and proceeded to San Pedro Bay via the usual convoy route. 

Positions 

0800 12-22-N 1200 Anchored at 2000 11-07-N 

120-59-E Mindoro 121-28-E 

U. S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (ID590) 

22 January 1945* 


At 0400 T.U. 77*4*20 entered Mindanao Sea and passed a 
friendly convoy which was returning from Lingayen Gulf. At 1400 T.U. 77.4*20 
passed through Surigao Straits and headed on Northerly courses toward San 
Pedro Bay, arriving at 1751 and upon arrival reported to CTF 78. 

Positions 


0800 9-06-N 1200 9-42-N 

123-49-5 125-04-5 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

23 January 1945. 


2000 Anchored at 

San Pedro Bay 


In compliance with orders of CTF 78 DesDiv 101 less USS 
HARAEEN (ED585) departed from San Pedro Bay for Ulithi Atoll at 0655* Ser 
$tearned in column at double distance (600 yards) until 0900, at which time 
a line of sections was formed at double distance and interval. Heavy rain 
squalls and moderate wind and sea occurred during the morning. 

Positions 

0800 10-54-N 1200 10-25-N 2000 9-43-N 

125-22-5 126-26-5 128-53-5 
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jfs: 


<r 


DesDiv 101 leee USS HARAEEN proceeded ae before. During the 
morning all ahipe test-fired machine guns and conducted test firing of 5*738 
cal. projectiles with Hk.32 nose fuze. The result of the sample firing indicated 
that all Uk.32 nose fuses on this ship needed to be replaced* 

Positions 

0800 9-50-N 1200 9-34-N 2000 9-15-N 

133-10-E 134-18-$ . 136-56-$ 

U.S.S. PAUL HAiflLTON (DD590) 

25 January 1945* 

At 0700 DesDiv 101 entered Ulithi Atoll and proceeded to 
replenish fuel and ammunition* At 0845 the zone time was changed to (-10)* Upon 
completion of fueling and replenishing ammunition, DesDiv 101 proceeded to go 
alongside USS PIKDiCNT (AD17) for availability* 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

26 - 28 January 1945* ZD (-10) 

Moored alongside USS PIEIHONT (ADI?) for availability* 

U.S.S. PAUL HAiflLTON (DD590) 

29 January 1945* 

At 0700 we got underway from alongside USS PILDLONT (AD17) 
and anchored in Ulithi Atoll* 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (OD590) 

30 - 31 January 1945* 

Anchored in Southern Anchorage, Ulithi Atoll, 7/estern Carol in e 

Islands* 



cc: Cincpac 
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Eeferenoet (a) Art. 874(6). U.S. Vary Regulations 1920. 
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1. La accordance with, references (a) and (b) the 

following aetiea report is submitted. 
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1 U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) ' 

Fleet Poet Office 
San Francisco, Calif* 

24 January 1945* 


Subjects Action Reports 

UNGA2EIJ-SAH FABIAN OPERATION, 


PART I 

Not Submitted in Accordance with ALNAV 215* 

B W S U 

CHRO!IQLQGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS t 
0000.-2400 — 3 January 1945, 


Sortied with Task Unit 77*2,1 at 0001, At 0245, assumed screen¬ 
ing etation in circular screen, as Task Unit 77*2,1 formed cruising disposition and 
proceeded in a southeasterly course toward rendezvous in Leyte Gulf with Task Unit 
77*4* At 0320 the ship went to General Quarters for a "Red" Alert, and secured from 
General Quarters at 0425* At 0411 the disposition changed course to the south. At 
0915 this unit made rendezvous with Task Group 77*4 and T.U, 77*2,2 and formed 
cruising disposition 4-RO. Two dispositions were formed, the forward consisting 
of T,U, 77*2,1 and T,U, 77*4*2; and the after disposition consisted of T»U» 77*2,2 
and T*U, 77,4*1, This ship was assigned a station in the inner screen of the after 
disposition. The formation zig-zagged along the route frequently changing course 
into the wind for carrier operations. At about 1000 the after disposition entered 
Surigao Straits proceeding southward. Passed through Surigao Straits at 1120 and 
entered the Mindanao Sea, At 1226 the U.S«S, KAURI (DD401) rescued a pilot from a 
plane which had crashed into the water* At 1849 during the dusk alert period, a 
bogey was reported bearing 236°(T), range 22 miles. At 1901 contacted the bogey, 
bearing 160°(T) range 26 miles, closing the formation. This plane closed the for¬ 
ward disposition and at 1908 the H.K.A.S* SHROPSHIRE reported that a plane had crash¬ 
ed into the water off her port beam. At 2001 secured from dusk alert General Quarters 
and set Condition II-U* 


; i 
1 * 


i. 

i 


) 




0001-2*a00 - U January 192 a5» 

At 0045 another unidentified aircraft was reported bearing 259°(T) 
range 9 miles. The ship went to General Quarters, The bogey closed the forward 
disposition to 5 miles, then opened and was lost overland to the North, At 0117 eet 
Condition II-K on receipt of "Flash Nhite" from the 0TC. 

On the report of a bogey bearing U1°(T), range 9 miles at 0334, 
this ship went to General Quarters* This plans was tracked but did not close the 
disposition* Two additional bogey raids closed the forward disposition from the 
East to about 6 miles but no attacks occurred. At 0355 windows were reported dropped. 
The bogies left the area at 0438, and at 0453 the s hip secured from General Quarters, 
At 0740 t his ship commenced taking mall from various ships of the after disposition 
for delivery to the forward group* After completion of picking up mal l, proceeded 
at hig h speed to the forward group for delivery. 

From H23 to 1140 General Quarters was set for a "Red Alert". 

At 1206 the ship commenced delivery of and after completion of this operation 
proceeded back to join the after disposition. Upon arrival, delivered mail to 
various units resumed previous screening station at 1703* At 1713 the ship 
went to General Quarters in compliance with an "Air Flash Red" sig nal and at 1715 
observed a Japanese pl° w * crash cUts into the U«S,S« QMNANKY BAX (CVE79), m tiich 

caught on fire* Ho ether attacks were seen or bogies picked up by this 
ship. - 
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Subjects Action Report: 

UKGAIES-SAN FABIAN OPERATION. 


0001-2400 - A Jamarr 1945 (CONT.) 

In form ation was received over the TBS-1 Voice Circuit that the 
U.S.S. CEUANZT BAY (C7E79) was badly damaged with uncontrollable fires, and that 
her ercw was abandoning ship. At 1800 as one of the destroyers detailed, the U.S.S. 
PAUL HAMILTON (BD590) proceeded to the vicinity of the burning ship and maneuvered 
to rescue survivors. At this point blazing fires with intermittent explosions were 
observed aboard the carrier. Both of the ehip*s boats were lowered and all the 
survivors in sight (a total of seventy three (73)) were rescued. .After a thorough 
search had been made, the boats were hoisted and the ship resumed former station in 
the screen at 1906. The U.S.S. BURNS (DD588) was ordered to torpedo the U.S.S. 
OMMAHET BAY (C7E79) and reported mission accomplished at 1955* At 2033 the ship 
secured from General Quarters and set condition of readiness H-M. All survivors 
taken aboard were examined by the Medical Officer and given medical attention as 
necessary. AT 2247 the disposition stopped and the ship proceeded alongside the 
port quarter of the U.S.S. SAVO ISLAND (CVE78), secured #1, #2, and #3 lines from 
the forecastle to her port quarter, and commenced transferring all survivors. At 
2358 transfer had been completed and the ship resumed previous station in the screen. 

0001—2400 — 5 January 1945. 

At 0047* 5 January 1945, the ship went to General Quarters for an 
"Air Flash Red” signal, and at 0200 secured from General Quarters. At 0050 all 
personnel transfers having been made, the disposition again continued toward the 
objective area on base course and speed. In order to maintain a condi t ion of in¬ 
stant readiness when the ship secured from dawn alert General Quarters a condition 
One-Easy was set and maintained for several days. At 0836 Pursuant to a “Flash Red" 
signal the ship went to General Quarters.' An unidentified aircraft was reported 
bearing 032° (T), range eight and one-half (8^) ml lea. At 0906 following a “Flash 
!hite“ from the 0TC, condition One-Easy was reset. At 1258 a bogey was reported 
13 miles to the East and the ship went to General Quarters. Subsequent plot in¬ 
dicated bogey was opening with the CAP in hot pursuit. At 1342 after the bogey 
scare, condition One-Easy was again set. At 1521 a bogey was report*, bearing 075° 
(T), range 38 miles going South. At 1615 General Quarters was set for “Flash Red“ 
and secured at 1639* At I 648 the bogey previously reported and consisting of two 
(2) to four (4) planes was closing on bearing 105°(T) range eighteen miles. At 
1653 the screening ships on the starboard side of the formation opened fixe on two 
(2) enemy pianos. Both were reported shot down. At 1710 gunfire was observed to 
the North, and a few minutes later the U.S.S. LOUISVILLE (CA28) was hit by an enemy 
plane in a suicide dive. At 1720 bogeys were reported bearing 215°(T) range 14 
mile a, closing. At 1745 one (1) enemy plane was reported shot down by our CAP 10 
miles to the Eastward. Screening ships on the port side opened fire at 1747 on 
five (5) enemy planes. Some of the planes got through intense AJL. fire and dived 
on various units in the formation. 
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USGAm-SAN FAB IAN OPERATION. 


0001-2400 - 5 January 1945 (CONT.) 

_ Three (3) ships, the U*S.S* MANILA BAT (CVE61), U.S.S. SAVO ISLAND 

(CVE78) and the U.S.S. STAFFORD (IE411) were hit. The first two mentioned above 
were able to proceed, but the U.S.S. STAFFORD remained behind, reporting considerable 
flooding in her engineering spaces. The U.S.S. HALLIGAN (DD584) was sent to assist 
and later took her in tow and proceeded with her to port. At 2042 after all attacks 
had ceased and contacts disappeared, the ship resumed condition of readiness One— 

Easy. 

6001-2400 - 6 January 1945. 

At 0500 T.G* 77*2, the Bombardment and Fire Support Groups and 
assigned screen broke sway from T.G. 77*4, the Carrier Groups, and proceeded toward 
Lingayen for initial pre-invasion bombardment. T.G. 77.$ remained divided into two 
groups, T.U. 77*4*1 and T*G. 77*4*2. Both units cruised in assigned operating arfeas 
in disposition 5-E, frequently TannrMng planes for air strikes, CAP and ASP. This 
ship was assigned screening sector Baker with T.G. 77*4*2* At 0540 bogeys were re¬ 
ported bearing 180° (T) range twenty two (22$ miles and at 0545 went to General Quart¬ 
ers* At 0556 a bogey was reported bearing 1B0°(T) range four (4) miles, and Task 
Unit formed A.A. disposition 5-Victor* At 0750 three ( 3 ) reported bandits wore bear¬ 
ing 096°(T) range ten (10) miles. At 0830 resumed condition One-Easy. At 1100 bogies 
were again reported bearing 030°(T) range ten miles. The ship went to General Quarters 
in preparation for attack, but no attack developed, and condition One-Easy was again 
set* AT 1904 the U.S.S. HAIXIGAB (DD584) returned to screen, mission completed. 

0001-2400 - 7 January 1945. 

At 0654 a large bogey was reported bearing 150°(T), range 32 
miles, closing. This ship was at dawn alert General Quarters at the time. Cruising 
disposition 5-V was immediately formed* At 0704 bogey was now reported bearing 
150°(T) range 18 miles, and at 0710 had closed to 6 miles bearing 210°(T). At 0711 
Task Unit 77*4*1 opened fire on enemy aircraft, and at 0713 the bogey had changed 
course and was opening range* Shortly afterwards contact with the bogey was lost. 

At 1700 the ship fueled from the U*S.S* NAT0LIA BAT, receiving 32,327 gallons in one 
hour and twenty five minutes. This was due to the fact only one hose was used and 
the carrier pumped with comparatively low pressure*, it 1825 upon orders from the 
QIC, resumed, screening station* 
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0001-2400 - 8 January 1945. 

At 1145, a bogey was contacted bearing 340°(T), range 18 miles* 

The ship went to General Quarters, and the disposition formed 5—V. At 1156 bogey 
was identified as returning CAP and 5-B was again formed* At 1704 this ship was again 
fueling, this time from the U*S*S* MANILA BAT (CVE61), and at 1805 completed fueling 
operations and returned to the screen having received 24,425 gallons* At 1851 while 
the ship was alerted for dusk General Quarters a bogey was picked up bearing 175°(T), 
range 35 miles* At 1856 A, A. fire was observed to the North, and at 1859 disposition 
5-7 had been formed* At 1901 one of our planes made a water landing near the U*S*S* 
HALL (ED5S3), none injured* Ship secured from General Quarters at 1955 and set con¬ 
dition of readiness H-i£* 

0001-2400 - 9 January 1945, 

On the morning of Sugar Day after sunrise, secured from dawn alert 
General Quarters and again remained alert with Condition One-Easy set* For several 
days condition One-Easy was set daring the day and condition Il-Ii was set during 
darkness* At 0930 the information was received that the first wave of our assault 
troops had reached the beaches in Lingayen Gulf, and shortly there-after information 
was received that operations were proceeding favorably with few casualties. At 0934 
a bogey was reported bearing 119°(T) range 19 miles, and when bogey had closed to 12 
tiles the ship went to General garters* At 0947 secured from General Quarters* 

0001-2400 - 10 January 1945, 

During the day screened cafriers during normal cruising and flight 

operations* 

0001-2400 - 11 Janaary 1945* 


At 0810, 11 January 1945> T.U* 77*2*1 joined T*U, 77*4*2 and formed 
cruising disposition 4-BO* For several days following, T.G. 77*2 joined the format¬ 
ion of T*G* 77*4 during the day and operated as separate groups in the near vicinity 
during the night* 

0001-2400 - 12 January 1945. 

At 0714» 12 January 1945* secured from condition of readiness One— 
Easy and set condition of readiness U-i£* At 0800 fleet oilers joined the disposition 
and fueling exercises coszsscsed* This ship fueled to capacity at noon* At 1522 this 
ship was ordered to proceed southward with the U*S.S* SHARDS (ED619) to rendezvous 
with and act as escort for the U*S*S* TAXJJTUH (1050) and the U.S.S. SCHUYLKILL (A076), 
Rendezvous with the tankers was made at 1830 and they were escorted northward proceed¬ 
ing toward assigned Task Groups* 
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0001-2100 - 13 Jamary 1945- 


Action Report: 

UNGA2E2J-SAN FABIAN OPERATION. 


At 0010, the oilers joined their assigned unite and this ship resumed 
station in screen of T.U. 77*4.2. Units of T.G. 77.2 and T*G* 77A fueled thru-out 
the day while the carriers carried on flight operations* 

0001^*2400 - 14 January 1945. 


During the day the disposition continued with fueling and flight 
operations* At 1337 this ship fueled from the U.S*$* CHEPACHEX (A078). At 1801 one 
Officer and two enlisted men were recovered from a TBF, which landed in the water near i 
the ship* The men were uninjured* 

j 

0001-2400 - 15 January 1945. i 

. .» 

Operated as screen for the carriers during normal cruising and flight \ 

operations. 

0001-2400 - 16 January 1945. 

Continued operations as screen for the disposition during normal t 

caulsIng and flight operations* i 

0001-2400 - 17 January 1945. ] 

* i 

At 0847# the three men who had been rescued on 14 January were trails- ! 
ferred to the U.S.S. SHAMROCK BAI* From 1107 to 1325 received aviation material from 
the U.S.S. MANILA BAI (CVE61) and delivered it to the U.S.S. NATOMA BAI (CVE62). In 
the afternoon this escort carrier farce departed from the operating area assigned for 
the operation and prooeeded southward* 

mun 

Hot Applicable — Did Not Engage the Enemy IXiring the Entire 
Operation* 

WKJB i 

Own Battle Damage — None* 

Damage to the — lone* 
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1 March 1945 


From: 
To « 


Companding Officer. 

Commander-In-Chief, UNITED STATES FLEET. 


Subject: 


War Diary - February 1945. 


Beference: (a) CinCPac Conf. Ltr. 1CL-45 of 1 January 1945. 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-10) 

1 February 1945* 


Underway at 0600 to Northern Anchorage of Ulithi Atoll 
to receive fuel and ammunition. Fuel received from USS SIGNAL (H1A2) 
found to contain high percentage of water after auction was lost on the 
boilers in use. Bnergency diesel power was used until 1306 at which 
time the USS TWIGGS (DD591) supplied this ship with enough steam to light 
off the boilers again. Upon completion of fueling and loading ammunition, 
underway for anchorage in Southern Anchorage of Ulithi Atoll, Western 
Caroline Islands. 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-10) 

2 February 1945* 



Anchored in Southern Anchorage, Ulithi Atoll, Western 
Caroline Islands. Upkeep, maintenance and repair of material and train¬ 
ing of personnel for future operations at sea. 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-10) 

3 February 1945* 

In accordance with Rehearsal Operation Order of Com UDT's 
FhibsPac No. A2-45, underway with Task Group 52.11, CTG 52.11 in USS 
GILMER (APDU), and participated in rehearsed underwater de m olition 
exercise at Pau, Bulubul, and Losiep Islands of the Ulithi Group. Mission 
was to cover the UDT's operations by close range firing at the beach areas. 
All gunfire was simulated. Upon completion of the exercise, returned to 
anchor in the Southern Anchorage of Ulithi Atoll. 

Position 

1200 09-57-N 

139-50-E 


111951 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Fleet Poet Office, 

Sen Francisco, Calif. 

1 March 1945 


War Diary - February 1945 


CSS PAUL HAiULTON (DD590) 

4-5 Febmary 1945 

Anchored in Southern Anchorage of Ulithi Atoll, Western Carolin Islands. 
Continued routine upkeep maintenance and repair, and training of personnel for 
future operations at sea. 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (LD590) 

6 February 1945 

Underway for firing Rehearsai Underwater Demolition Exercise as on 
3 February 1945. Exercise was carried out practically in the same manner as the 
previous one; however, the gunfire today was not simulated. During the day machine 
gun batteries were given a brief opportunity to fire at a sleeve towed by a plane. 
Upon completion of the exercise, proceeded to the Northern Anchorage of Ulithi 
Atoll, fueled ship, then proceeded to anchor in the Southern Anchorage. 

Positions 


CSS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

7-9 February 1945 

Anchored in Southern Anchorage of Ulithi Atoll, Western Caroline Islands. 
Topped off on fresh provisions and ammunition during this period. Continued up¬ 
keep, amaintenance and repair of material, and training of personnel for future 
operations at sea. 

OSS PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) 

10 February 1945 

Underway at 1235 to sortie with Task Group 52.19 in accordance with 
C.T.F. 52 Movement Order ComPhibGroup ONE No. A105-A5. Rear /dmiral Blandy, USN, 
C.T.G. 52.19 in U.S.S. ESTES (F)(AGC12). Escort Carrier Task Group 52.2 ^Rear 
Admiral Duxgin, USN, in USS MAKING ISLAND) preceded Task Group 52.19 out of 
Ulithi Atoll. T.G. 52.19 consisted of Movement Unit "ABLE" (T.U. 54.9.1) and 
Movement Unit "BAKER" (T.U. 54.9.2), the latter steaming in formation eight (8) 
miles astern of the former. Ships of T.U. 54.9*1 (Rear Admiral Fischler, USN, 
in USS TEXAS (BB35))included USS ESTES,(AGC12), USS TEXAS (BE 35 ), USS TUSCALOOSA 
(CA37), USS ARKANSAS (BB33), USS SALT LAKE CHI (CA25), USS HALL (DD583, CDS 51, 

CTU 54.9.13), USS HALLIGAN (DD584). USS PAUL HAMILTON (CD590), USS STEMBEL (DD644), 
CSS WILLIAMSON (AVD244), USS BARR (APD39), USS BATES (APD47), USS GILMER (APD11), 
and CSS WATERS (APD8). Ships of T.U. 54.9.2 (Rear Admiral Rodgers, USN,USS NEVAES), 
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Subject* War Diary - February 1945 


10 February 1945 (continued) 

included USS NEVADA (BB 36 ). USS IDAHO (BB42), USS CHESTER CA27), USS PENSACOLA 
(CA27). USS BENNION (DD662), USS HETWOOD L. EDWARDS (DD 663 ), USS RICHARD P. LEARI 
(DD 664 ), USS CAPPS (DD550), USS TWIGGS (DD591), USS LEUTZE (DD481), USS BRIANT 
(DD665), USS BULL (APD78), and USS BLESSHAN (APD48). T.G. 52.19 proceeded on 
a northeasterly course enroute to Saipan. Freeh easterly winds prevailed through¬ 
out the afternoon and night. 

Positions 

Anchored Anchored , 

0800 At Ulithi 1200 At Ulithi 2000 10-32 N 

140-30.9 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

11 February 1945 

Task Group 52.19 proceeded ae before. Throughout the day and night a 
few bogeys were picked up, but they vere invariably identified as friendly air¬ 
craft. Easterly winds still prevailed, moderating somewhat during the afternoon. 

Positions 

0800 12-01.2 N 1200 12-30 N 2000 13-52 N 

142-54.7 143-04 E 144-26 E 

UBS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

12 February 1945 

At 0530 Task Group 52.19» having divided into its assigned fire support 
groups, proceeded to take stations for rehearsal shore bo;d>ardment and fire sup¬ 
port, employing primary Approach Plan to Tinian Island, Marianas Group, in accord¬ 
ance with C.T.F. 51 ^raining Order A33-44. Rehearsal proceeded as scheduled 
throughout the morning. In the afternoon the USS PAUL HAMILTON delivered O.M. 

Mail from C.T.G. 52.19 to various ships of T.G. 52.19, completing the transfers 
at 1915* In accordance with Appendix I, Annex E of C.T.F. 51 Training Order A33-44 
T.G. 52.19 then carried out night retirement and deployment plan to Northward of 
Saipan. 

Positions 


0800 15-02 N 

145-34 E 


1200 15-02 N 

145-34 E 


2000 


15-24 N 
145-59 E 
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References 


Commanding Officer. 

Commander-In-Chief, UNITED STATES FIL^T I _ 

War Diary - March 1945* 

(a) CinCPac conf ltr 1CL-45 of 1 January 1945. 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 2D (-10) 

1 March 1945 


Task Unit 52.2.1, following its normal night retire¬ 
ment route to the Southwest of Iwo Jiraa, was comprised of the follow- 
ingships as of midnight 1 inarch 1945: US C KATCkA BAY (CVE 62 , Rear 
Admiral SPRAGUE, USN, OTC), USS SARGENT BAY (CVLS3), USS WAKE ISLAND 
(CVE65), USS PLTROF BAY (CVE80), USS STEAMER BAY (CVE87), USS RICHARD 
S. BULL (DE402), USS ROWEnL (DE403), USS PAUL HAMILTON (LD590), USS 
HELL (DD388), USS O'FLAHERTY (DE340), US' EDmCICLS (DBA 06;, USS CRALY 
(DE445), USS HORN C BUTLER (DE339), and USS HALLIGAN (DD584), the 
CVE's in cruising disposition 5-Roger, and the screen equally spaced 
in circular formation. 

Shortly after midnight shis ship left the screen to pro¬ 
ceed to Iwo Jima in accordance with C.T.U. 52.2.1 visual dispatch 
280415 of February 1945 to load Lk I 5" rocket bodies and Lk VII 3*25” 
rocket motors from an amnunition ship for further transfer to the car¬ 
riers of T.U. 52.2.1. At 0730 the rendezvous point (150°(T) 3000 yards 
from Suribachi Liountain) war reached and at 1030 the loading of rocket 
assemblies was commenced, the transfers being made from the USS LAKE- 
WOOD VICTORY (AK236) by barges. 

Four hundred and seventy two (472) motors and four hundred 
and thirty two (432) bodies 7.ere loaded by 1615, and at sunset this ship 
took departure from the area and proceed Southwest to rejoin T.U. 52.2.1. 
As many rocket assemblies as possible had been stowed in empty magazines 
spaces, and the remaining ones secured in living spaces. 

Positions 

1200 24 42 00 H 2000 24 31 20 N 

141 1? 30 E 141 00 30 E 

• SQ j] 21 ‘ 


122106 



0800 24 44 10 N 

141 17 35 2 













ED590/A16 
8erial: 019 

COM F I ir S T I iL 


( f M 

' U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ' ' 

Fleet Poet Office, 
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1 March 1945 


Subject: 


War Diary - February 1945. 


033 PAUL HAMILTON (ID590) 

.27 February 1945 

Badar and TBS contact wae established vith T.U. 52.2.1 shortly 
after midnight, and orders were received from CTU 52.2.1 (R.Admiral Sprague, 

DSN, TJSS NATOMA BAT (CVE62)) to stay dear of T.U. 52.2.1 until daybreak. 
Accordingly, the courses and speeds of the two formations were paralleled 
until 0700 at which time a rendezvous was effected. After reporting to Com¬ 
mander Screen in USS RICHARD S. BULL (DEL02) for duty, the PAUL HAMILTON took 
assigned station in screen. Ships of Task Unit 52.2.1 included USS NATOMA BAT 
(CVE62), USS SARGENT BAT (CVES3), USS WAKE ISLAND (CVE65), USS PETROF BAT (CVE80) 
USS STEAMER BAT (CVE87), USS RICHARD S. BULL (DEA02), USS POWELL (DE403), USS PAUL 
HAMILTON (10590). USS HELM (DU338), USS O’FLAHERTT (EE340), USS EDMONDS (EE406), 

USS GRADT (EE445), USS JOHN C. BUTLER (DE339), and USS HALLIGAN (DD584). Cruis¬ 
ing disposition 5-Roger was ordered. T.U. 52.2.1 continued to operate to North, 
South, and Southwest of IND JIMA throughout the day. 

Positions 

0800 24 52 30 N 1200 25 01 40 N 2000 24 15 10 N 

140 44 20 E 140 54 B 140 47 20 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-10) 

28 February 1945 

s 

T.U. 52.2.1 operated as before, its aircraft supporting U.S. Marines** 
on ItID JIMA with bombing, strafing, and rocket attacks on enemy positions and 

At 1547 the PAUL HAMILTON went alongside the NATOMA BAT to receive 
on hoard Lieut. W.C. CUHRT, USNR, reporting for temporary duty in accordance with 
C.T.XJ. 52.2.1 visual dispatch 280416, of February 1945* 

Positions 


0600 24 47 40 V 

140 41 50 B 


1200 24 51 10 N 

140 47 00 B 


2000 24 22 20 N 

140 44 40 B 
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Subject! 


War Diary - February 1945 


25 February 1945 (continued) 


At 0900 T.U. 52.2.3 Joined T.D. 52.2.2, OTC being designated by 
CTG 52.2 as CTU 52.2.3. Ships of T.U. 52.2.3 included USS SAGINAW BAY (CVE82) 

(CTU 52.2.3), USS RUDXARD BAY (CVE81), USS PETRCF BAY (CVE60), USS ANZIO (CVE57), 
USS TABBERER (EE418), USS EDMONDS (IE406), USS BAGLEY (DD386), USS OLIVER MITCHELL 
(DE417), USS L.C. TAYLOR (EE415), and USS PATTERSON (DD392). 

T.U. 52.2.3 continued to operate in the same general area to the 
Northeast of IWO JIMA throughout the day. At 1040 a large group of bogies were 
detected closing the formation and Condition One was ordered by the OTC. However, 
the bogies were soon visually identified as a flight of B-29'bombers, and Condition 
Three was resumed. 

Ensign R.M. WOOD, USNR, was transferred at 1539 to the USS HYMAN 
(ID732) for further transfer to USS ENTERPRISE (CV6). 

Another "Flash Red" for T.U. 52.2.3 occurred at 1842, bogeys 
approaching the formation from the Northeast. Again the bogies were identified 
as friendly after closing the formation to within three (3) miles; and at 1947 
"Flash White" was received from CTU 52.2.3. It is apparent that friendly planes 
are not being careful in their use of I.F.F. when passing through areas in which 
friendly surface forces are known to be operating. 

USS ANZIO (CVE57) and four (4) DE's, USS ROBERT F. KELLER (EE419) 

USS L.C. TAYLOR (DE415), USS TABBERER (DE418), and USS OLIVER MITCHELL (DE417) were 
detached at 2200 to proceed on duty assigned. Remaining eleven screening ships 
adjustdd stations to form the usual circular screen around the six remaining car¬ 
riers. 

Positions 


0800 24 46 N 1200 24 48 50 N 2000 24 35 N 

142 11 E 143 05 E 143 05 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTCN (DD590) 

26 February 1945 

The PAUL HAMILTON fueled from the USS SAGINAW BAT (CVE82) at 
0717. USS ANZIO and her four escorts rejoined the formation at 0830, the screen 
adjusting accordingly to form fifteen ship circular screen. 

USS CONNELLY (EE 3 O 6 ) was detached at 1523 and ordered by CTG 52.2 
to report to CTF 51 for duty. 

USS 7iAKE ISLAND, USS PETROF BAY, USS JOHN C. BUTLEP., USS EDMONDS, 
and USS PAUL HAMILTON were detached at 1835 from T.U. 52.2.3 in accordance with 
CTU 52.2.3 dispatch 260605 of February 1945, to report to CTU 52.2.1 for duty. 

USS WAKE ISLAND designated OTC and the PAUL HAMILTON Commander Screen. After 
clearing T.U. 52.2.3, course 210°(T), speed 15 knots was set. Minor course 
changes were made throughout the hight. 

Positions 

0800 24 55 40 N 1200 24 41 40 N 2000 24 49 30 N 

141 57 50 E 142 14 30 E 142 05 35 E 
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Subject: War Diary - February 1945 

24 February 1945 (continued) 

Two (2) fighter planes from USS STEAMER BAX were directed to provide day cover 
and assistance in the search and were contacted on VHF about 1030 by this ship* 
At 0915 tha PAUL HAMILTON passed T.G. 52.2.5 (OTC in USS ENTERPRISE (CV6)) f 
steaming on a Westerly course. True wind moved from 350°(T) throughout the day 
at a speed of approximately four knots. At 1230 HAHA JIMA was sighted bearing 
038°(T), radar distance 32 miles. The ship went to General Quarters at 1300, 
to remain in highest condition of readiness until 2330. Commencing at 1320, 
course changes were mace frequently to cover the search area thoroughly, to con¬ 
fuse enemy observers, and to stay at a reasonably safe distance from the enemy 
bases. The position, as given in C.T.U. 52.2.1 dispatch 232155, was reached at 
1437, and thereafter an intensive search was conducted; the ship proceeding 
from the point 10 miles west, 10 miles South, and 15 miles East without results. 
From 1445 to about 1630 no air coverage was in the area, and consequently no 
assistance in the search was rendered during that time. Two or three bogeys 
were detected in the vicinity of HAHA JIMA, but they did not close this ship to 
less than fourteen (14) miles. Apparently this ship was not detected by enemy 
observers or the enemy garrisons were too busy engaging various strikes,of 
torpedo bombers and fighter planes from the USS ENTERPRISE,to attack the PAUL 
HAMILTON. The latter presumption seems the more probable of the two. 

At 1635 it was learned over VHF that one fighter pilot from the USS 
ENTERPRISE had been forced down at Lat. 26° 23', Long. 142° 14' 20". With air¬ 
craft from the ENTERPRISE and the STEAMER BAX circling the downed aviator to 
indicate his position, the PAUL HAMILTON proceeded at 33 knots to effect rescue. 
The yellow raft was sighted at 1313 and the rescue of Ensign R.M. WOODS, USNR, 
uninjured, was completed at 1820. 

At 1629 the PAUL HAMILTON proceeded South toward TWO JIMA to rejoin 
T.U. 52.2.1. Bogeys, mostly single, were observed from time to time all of 
which seemed heading in a South to North direction. One bogey closed the ship 
at 2218 to within two (2) miles, but did not attack and continued North, appar¬ 
ently returning to base from the South. Contact was made near midnight with 
T.U. 52.2.5. 

Positions 


0800 25 09 N 

141 44 E 


1200 26 08 N 

141 49 E 


2000 25 58 N 

142 13 W 


USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
25 February 1945 


Contact at 0530 was made with Task Units 52*2.2 and 52.2.3 to the 
Northeast of IRO JIMA. At 0630 the PAUL HAMILTON,ordered by CTU 52.2.2 to Join 
T.U. 52.2.2, proceeded to report to CTU 52.2.2 (Commander Screen in USS DALX 
(H)519))for duty. Ships of T.U. 52.2.2 (in Disposition 5-Eoger) included USS 
LUNGA POINT (CVE94), USS UAKIN ISLAND (CVE 13, CTU 52.2.2), USS WAKE ISLAND 
(CVE65), USS DALX (EC519), USS JOHN C. BUTLER (DE339), USS ROBERT F. KELLER 
(BD419), USS STOCKTON (ED646), USS EVANS (DD552), USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590). 

USS MELVIN R. NAHMAN (LE416), USS CONNELLX (HE306), and USS HUTCHINS (DD476). 
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Subject: War Diary - February 1945* 


22 February 1945 (continued) 

Poeltione 


0800 21-51-30 H 1200 22 01 N 2000 22 43 20 N 

140 32 10 E 140 56 E 141 15 30 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

23 February 1945 

At 0835 T.U. 52.2.3 joined T.U. 52.2.1 forming T.U. 52.2.1. Ships of 
T.U. 52.2.3 included USS ANZIO (CVE57), USS SAGINAW BAY (CVE82), USS RUDYARD BAY 
(CVE81), USS PETROF BAY (CVE80), USS TABBERER (EE418), USS HALLIGAN (DD564), USS 
0'FLAHERTY (GE340), USS RICHARD E. ROWELL (DE4Q3), USS HELM (DD388), USS PATTERSON 
(CD392), USS LAWRENCE C. TAYLOR (DE415), USS EDMONDS (DE406), and USS CONNELLY 
(DE306). At 1733 USS MELVIN R. MA7UAN (IE146) joined screen. At 1830 the follow¬ 
ing ehips were detached upon orders of C.T.U. 52.2.1 to proceed on duty assigned: 
USS ANZIO (CVE57), USS SAGINAW BAY (CVE82), USS TABBERER (DF418), USS BAGLEY 
(DD386), USS EDiDNDS (DE406), USS MITCHELL (EE417), USS LAWRENCE C. TAYLOR (DE415), 
and USS PATTERSON (DD392). 

At 1850 T.U. 52.2.1 set Condition One and formed Anti-Aircraft Formation 
5-Victor. Several groups of unidentified aircraft were soon detected closing the 
formation from the North and Northeast. Although Anti-aircraft fire was observed 
from another CVE group to the North of T.U. 52.2.1,and several unidentified planes 
closed the formation to as close as 4,000 yards, no attack was made on the task 
unit and fire was withheld. Several ships including the NATOUA BAY and the PAUL 
HAMILTON observed the use of “window" by the enemy planee, SC radar picking up 
broad targets which apparently were on a course and speed equal to that of the 
wind. At 2100 all unidentified aircraft had left the area, and Condition Three 
and cruising dispoetion 5-Boger were resumed. 

Positions 


0800 25 58 10 N 1200 25 05 N * 2000 24 40 N 

141 45 40 E 141 36 E 141 55 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

24 February 1945 

The PAUL HAMILTON was temporarily detached from T.U. 52.2.1 at 0800 to 
proceed in accordance with C.T.U. 52.2.1 visual dispatch 232155 of February 1945 to 
a point Lat. 26° 50» N, Long. 141° 50' E to conduct search for missing pilot in 
rubber boat, previously attached to USS BELLEAU WOOD (CVL24). This pilot had been 
reportedly Forced down in the sea in close proximity to CHICHI JH£A during an air 
•trike upon this enemy base. Course 359°(T), speed twenty (20) knots was set. 



-8 

















u u 

C.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (BD590) 

Fleet Post Office, 

San Francisco, Calif, 

1 March 1945 

Subjectt War Diary - February 1945* 


19 February 1945 (continued) 

Positions 

0800 24-43-35 H 1200 24-45-22 N 2000 24-06-35 N 

141-17-00 5 141-20-14 E 140-38-40 S 

CSS PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) 

20 February 1945 

USS ANZIO (CVE57), CSS MITCHELL (PEA 17), and OSS HUTCHINS (DD476) 
joined T.U. 52.2.1 shortly after sunrise. In addition to regular flight opera¬ 
tions, fueling of escorts from the CVE's was carried out during the day, the 
CSS PAUL HAMILTON fueling from the USS NATOMA BAT. 

Positions 

0800 24-19-05 N 1200 24-10-05 N 2000 23-50-10 N 

140-37-00 E 140-32-09 E 140-53-20 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

21 February 1945 

CSS ANZIO (CVE57) and CSS WESSON (DE184) were detached during the 
night to proceed on duty assigned by CTU 52.2.1. At 1630 USS EVANS (ED552) 
reported for duty from the objective area, having been directed to relieve USS 
RALPH TALBOTT (DD 39 O). At 1730 several groups of enemy planes were reported 
approaching ITO J3MA, and at 1735 T.U. 52.2.1 formed cruising dispositioh 5-Victor 
as per ComCarDiv 24 Instructions for protection against enemy air attack. All 
ships set Condition One. "Air Flash Red" was reported at ITO JIMA at 1730. "Air 
Plash White" at IWO JIMA was reported at 1945, and T.U. 52.2.1 formed cruising 
5-Boger and set Condition Three. Ho enemy aircraft closed the formation, although 
bogeys were detected by radar in the vicinity of the objective area. At 2230 the 
following ships were detached from T.U. 52.2.1 to proceed on assigned dutyt USS 
MAZE ISLAND (CVE65), OSS PETBOF BAT (CVE80), CSS GRADY (IE445), USS O'FLAHERTT 
(03340), and USS HALLIfiAN (H>584). 

Positions 


HJ590/A16 
Serial: 019 
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0600 24-10-50 N 1200 24-30-30 N 2000 23-54-09 N 

140-58-05 E 140-51-30 E 140-40-09 E 

UBS PAUL HAMILTON (BD590) 

22 February 1945 


T.U. 52.2.1 proceeded South to Lat. 21° 51* H, Long. 140° 32» E to 
rendezvous with T.U. 50.18.26 (OSS TONONGAHELA (AQ42) and USS HUMPHREYS (APD12)) 
to fhel. An snips collated fueling at 1530, and T.U. 50.18.26 was detached 
to proceed independently. T.C. 52.2.1 proceeded Northward, arriving in operating 
area by midnight. 
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Subject: War Diary - February 1945 

IS February 1945 (continued) 

668 23 10, USNR. All vere uninjured. The PAUL HAMILTON returned to screening 
sector, arriving on station at 1510. 

At sunset a rendezvous was effected with T.U. 54.9.1 and a night 
retirement and deployment was initiated in accordance with Covering Force Night 
Deployment Order, ComPhibGroup ELEVEN A1102-45. 

At 2120 several bogeys approached the formation, although it is 
believed that their primary intent was to attempt a landing on #1 airfield at 
UK) JIMA. They did not press home any organized attack on the formation, and it 
is doubtful whether they even realized its presence until one or two ships of 
the screen opened fire with 40MU batteries. At 2200 the bogeys disappeared to 
the Northwest and no further contact was made. 

Positions 


0800 24-56-10 N 1200 24-52-35 N 2000 24-51-30 N 

141-15-25 S 141-13-50 E 141-06-00 E 

CSS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

19 February 1945 

At 0500 ships of T.U. 54.9.1 proceeded independently to assigned 
stations for fire support and screening. The PAUL HAMILTON proceeded to patrol to 
seaward of USS WASHINGTON, USS TEXAS, USS ARKANSAS, and USS TUSCALOOSA, all of whom 
were delivering fire from the Southwest of BTO JUIA. At 0900 troops of the FOURTH 
and FIFTH Marine Divisions landed on IWO JTMA at the Southeastern beaches, heavily 
supported and covered by battleships, cruisers, destroyers and gunboats of the 
FIFTH Fleet, and by land based Army Air Force planes,and aircraft of T.F. 53 and 
T.G. 52.2. 

At 1105 orders were received from C.T.F. 52 to relieve the USS VICKS¬ 
BURG (CL86) covering the landings with close range gunfire. The PAUL HAMILTON 
arrived on station 2500 yards offshore and relieved the USS VICKSBURG (CL86) at 
U33. From 1150 to 1610 this ship fired main battery salvoes at assigned targets 
on and near the landing beaches in support of the U.S. Marines. At 1610 USS CAPPS 
(DD550) relieved the PAUL HAMILTON on station. 

Upon orders of CTF 52, the PAUL HAMILTON proceeded to rendezvous with 
T.U. 52*2*1 at a position bearing 235°(T) 35 miles from Mb* Suribachi* At 1830 the 
rendezvous was effected, and this ship reported to C.T.U. 52.2*1 (Rear A d m i r al 
Sprague, USN) in USS NATOMA BAT for duty. Ships of T.U. 52.2.1 incl 'sd USS NATOUA 
BAT (CVE62), USS FSTROF BAT (CVCSO), USS STEAMER BAT (CVES7), USS SARGENT BAT (CVES3), 
UBS WAKE ISLAND (CVE 65 ), US3 RICHARD S. BULL (C402), USS HALLIGAN (DD584), USS 
WESSON (C1C4), ESS RALPH TALBOT (©390), USS 0 r FLAH2RTT (N5340), USS BAGLET (DD386), 
UBS GRAOT (EE445), and USS PAUL HAMILTON (©590). In normal cruising disposition 
5 Roger (CcmCarDiv 24 Instructions), the formation proceeded on various courses at 
various speeds in assigned operating area 20-60 miles South of INO JIMA. 
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O.S.S. PABL HAMILTON (DD590) 

?l«et Poet Office 
Sen Frencieco. Calif. 

1 March 1945 


Subject: War Diary - February 1945 


17 February 1945 (continued) 

and one (l) destroyer, USS IZUTZE, receiving damage. One LCI(G) providing 
close-in rocket fire support for the swimmers was hit badly by enemy batteries. 
However, only one (1) swimmer was lost, and the recconnaissance of the landing 
beaches was completed successfully. The operation had also been supported by 
close-in heavy gunfire support from various battleships and cruisers of the 
fire support group. 

At 1300 a retirement was affected. The PAUL HAMILTON proceeded 
around the island to the vicinity of the western beach area to cover minesweep¬ 
ing operations in the waters adjacent to the shoreline on that side of the 
island. Upon completion of the minesweeping operations, this ship and six (6) 
others destroyers again took stations 2,000 yards off the western beaches at 
1545 to provide gunfire support for underwater demolition and recconnaissance 
operations on the alternate landing beaches. At 1605 the destroyers opened 
fire, and with accompanying fire from battleships and cruisers, succeeded in 
almostly completely neutralizing enemy shore batteries in and near the beach 
area. The operations by the swimmers were carried out with success, and at 
1810 the retirement was commenced. Only minor and sporadic fire was observed 
from enemy positions. At 1900, this ship made rendezvous with Fire Support 
Unit Three (Hear Admiral Fischler in USS TEXAS) and carried out Night Retire¬ 
ment and Deployment Plan as T.U. 54*9*1 in accordance with Covering Force Night . 
Deployment Order, ComPhibGroup ELEVEN No. A1103-45* 

Positions 

0800 24-57 N 1200 24-45*4 N 2000 24-50 N 

141-13 E 141-20.4 E 141-10 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (W590) 

18 February 1945 

Having returned to the vicinity of IWO JItfA, T.U. 54*9*1 proceeded 
to its assigned fire support and screening sectors, the bombardment being 
resumed at 0700 as scheduled. The PAUL HAMILTON proceeded to anti-submarine 
patrol duties in screening sector D-10, about six (6) miles Northwest of IWO 
JEIA, arriving on station shortly after sunrise. A 3-1/2 mile Northeast- 
Southwest patrol line was established and patrolling at 14 knots was commenced. 
Visibility was limited to 5-7 miles with moderats Northwesterly winds. A Mine¬ 
sweeper patrolling about ten (10) miles to the Northwest reported having been 
attacked by an enemy plane at dawn, but no damage to ship or plane was reported. 

At 1401 the PAUL HAMILTON left screening station and proceeded 
'toward IWO JIMA to rescue personnel from a crashed TBH. When about three (3) 
miles offshore, a whaleboat was lowered into the water and sent in to pick up 
the survivors who were approximately 3*000 yards offshore. This ship was fired 
upon by enemy shore batteries at least once, one splash being observed 1,000 
yards to seaward of the ship. At 1449 the whaleboat returned to the ship, having 
rescued the following personnel from USS MAETN ISLAND (CVE93): Lieut.(jg) H.A. 
HUGHES, 301645* USNRj HAAS, DJL,, ASBCo, 868 23 10, USSR* end SMITH, D.C. AMLQc, 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Fleet Post Office, 

San Francisco, Calif. 

1 March 1945 


Subject: War Diary - February 1945 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (iD590) 

16 February 1945 

Task Units 54.9.1 and 54.9.2 proceeded independently toward IWO 
JIMA, the objective, from the Southwest, individual ships proceeding to their 
assigned positions for shore bombardment and screening as per C.T.F. 52 Move¬ 
ment Order A101-45. All ships were on station by 0800 and the bombardment of 
IWO JIMA commenced as scheduled. Very low visibility hampered effective gun¬ 
fire throughout the day, but nevertheless the bombardment was continued with 
what were believed to be fair results. The USS PAUL HAMILTON was assigned a 
screening station nine (9) miles Southwest of Suribachi Mountain, and during 
the day patrolled on a Northwest-Southeast three and one-half (3£) mile line 
at about fourteen (14) knots. Several unidentified aircraft were detected by 
various ships throughout the day, but no enemy attack was made on our ships. 

Two (2) or three (3) enemy merchant ships several miles to the North of INO 
JIMA were attacked by aircraft from CVE Support Groups and were left burning 
fiercely. 

After dark the USS PAUL HA.CCLT0N proceeded on assigned duty 
to patrol to the Northeast of the island. From about 2000 to 0030 the follow¬ 
ing morning this ship steamed up and down the coast, 7,000 to 9,000 yards off¬ 
shore, alert to intercept any enemy surface units or submarines. No enemy con¬ 
tacts were made. 

Positions 

0800 24-42.5 N 1200 24-41.2 N 2000 24-50.5 N 

141-08 E 141-08.9 E 141-22 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) 

17 February 1945 

Commencing at 0100 this ship, having taken station about 7,000 
yards, bearing 320°(T) from Suribachi Mountain, provided starshell illumina¬ 
tion over the beach and airfield areas of IWO JIMA, while the USS ST2MBEL 
(ED644) provided harrassing and destructive fire in those areas from dose 
range. Results appeared very satisfactory, and the firing was continued 
until shortly before dawn. By daylight the USS PAUL HAMILTON had arrived on 
an assigned screening station about ten (1) miles North of the island where 
an anti-submarine patrol was commenced on a Northeast-Southwest line. The 
visibility had improved immensely today, and effective shore bombardment was 
being delivered by the firing ships from 0700 on. At 0930 the USS PAUL HAMIL¬ 
TON and six (6) other destroyers proceeded to arrive on station 3,000 yards 
off the shoreline in the Southeast beach area in order to deliver gunfire 
support for underwater demolition and recconnaissance operations on the pre¬ 
ferred landing beaches. C.T.G. 52.4 (Underwater Demolition Group)(Captain 
Hanlon, USN, in USS GILMER). The destoyers opened fire with five inch (5") 
and forty-millimeter (40mm) batteries at 1050, maintai ni n g considerable vol¬ 
ume of fire on targets as assigned by spotting ships and targets of opportun¬ 
ity for over two (2) hours. Enemy fire was moderate, several LCl(G)'s and 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Fleet Poet Office, 

San Francisco, Calif. 

1 March 1945 


Subject! War Diary - February 1945* 


USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
Id February 1945 


T.G. 52.19 returned at dawn to the west coast of Tinian Island and 
teok assigned stations for Rehearsal Shore Bombardment and Fire Support. Var¬ 
ious other forces and groups of the FIFTH Fleet were also present. IXiring the 
morning the USS PAUL HAMILTON proceeded into Garapan Anchorage at Saipan Harbor 
and loaded additional ammunition (500 rounds of reduced charge (1200 f.s.) 5"/38 
charges). During the afternoon the USS PAUL HAMILTON fueled at sea from the 
USS ESCALANTE (A070) Southeast of Aguijan Island, and at 1615 effected rendez¬ 
vous with Task Unit 54*9*1 on the west coast of Tinian Island. T.U. 54*9*1 then 
proceeded to carry out night retirement and deployment plan to North of Saipan 
in accordance with C.T.F. 51 Training Order 433-44. 

Positions 


0800 15-02 N 1200 15-07 N 2000 15-25 N 

145-34 E 145-40 E 145-41 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (H>590) 

14 February 1945 


T.U. 54*9.1, having completed night retirement and deployment plan, 
effected rendezvous with T.U. 54*9*2 about thirty (30) miles west of Saipan 
at 0900 and together as T.G. 52.19 proceeded north on course 341°(T) at SCA 
of 14 knots in accordance with C.T.F. 52 Movement Order A105-44, all training 
and rehearsals having been completed. USS TENNESSEE (BE43) joined T.G. 52.19 
at Saipan. CVE Task Group 52.2 proceeded ahead of T.G. 52.19, providing adequate 
air coverage. Minesweeping units proceeded to “orth of our forces, leading the 
way to the objective area. Considerable number of bogeys reported, but all or 
, almost all of them were identified as friendly planes. Weather clear, visibil¬ 
ity unlimited, wind from Northeast and East. 

Positions 


0600 15-15 N 

145-14 E 


1200 15-49 N 

144-39*7 E 


2000 17-31 N 

143-46 E 


USS PAUL HAMILTON (13)590) 
15 February 1945 


T.G. 52.19 proceeding as before. Minor changes of course and speed 
were made throughout the day. Weather still clear, with winds shifting to 
Northwesterly. 

Positions 


1200 20-55 N 

142-30 E 


22-26 N 
142-00 E 




0800 


20-06 N 
142-40 E 


2000 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) 

Fleet Poet Office 
San Francisco, Calif. 

5 April 1945 


* 



Subject: War Diary - March 1945 


USr PAUL HAULTON (DC590) 
2 AJarch 1945 


Radar contact with T.U. 52.2.1 was established at 0130, and at 0227 
t&±s ship rejoined the screen. During this ship's absence, the US GRAOX (DE445) 
had been detached from T.U. 52.2.1 and the USS HALLIGAH (DD584) had been directed 
to proceed to Iwo Jima to load rockets during t he day. The USS TULAC-I (CVE72) 
had previously joined T. u . 52.2.1 with escorts including USS GOSS (EE444), USS 
U.V. iCOPE (DE442), USS SIEVCfiLING (DE441), and USS K.C. CAMPBELL (DBW-3). 

At 0600 T.U. 50.8.28 consisting of two fleet oilers ana two escorts 
proceeded to renaezvous with T.U. 52.2.1 to fuel various ships of the dispositcn. 
Throughout the day fueling exercises were carried out, and this ship delivered its 
cargo of rocket assemblies to USS STCA.v/ra BAX, USS NATCiaA BAX, USS P2TR0F BAX, 
and USS SARGENT EAX, completing all delivereis by 1415* USS HALLIGAN rejoined 
the formation at 1900. 

Positions 

0800 24 25 55 N 1200 24 24 10 N 2000 24 24 10 N 

140 36 40 E 140 25 40 E 141 14 00 E 

USS PAUL HAlHLTCN (DD590) 

3 March 1945 


USS HELL (EL388) was airectea to proceed to I .C HEA at 0030 to load 
rocket assemblies for the CVE's. 

Fueling operations from the oiler unit was continued during the day, 
this ship fueling from US.; NANTAHLLA (AC60) in the morning. 

At 1449 this ship, in a forwarded screening station, sighted a mine 
dead ahead about 500 yards distant, and left station to stsnd by until the dis¬ 
position had passed clear. At 1509 this ship commenced firing on the .nine with 
40;am, 20mm, and small arms in an attempt to destroy it. The .aine apparently 
sank at 1623 (lat. 24-27-20 N, Long. 140 41 40 E) leaving a brownish slick on 
the surface of the water resembling the discoloration left on water by an explod¬ 
ed depth charge. Several direct hits on the mine had been previously noticed. 

The ship rejoined the disposition at 1708. 

At 2048 C.T.U. ordered Flash Red upon contacting unidentified aircraft 
approaching the formation from the South. Formation 5-Victor was formed Inmea- 
Aately to repel possible air attack. However, no attack was attempted ana all 
unidentified contacts were lost by 2143* Flash Yihite and Cruising Disposition 
5-Roger were ordered shortly thereafter, and T.U. 52.2.1 continued its regular 
night retirement. 

Positions 

0800 24 15 45 N 1200 24 12 00 N 2000 2 U 27 10 N 

140 43 55 £ 140 50 CO E 140 44 10 E 
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U*S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Fleet Poet Office 
Sen Francisco, Calif, 

5 April 1945 


Subject: War Diary - March 1945 


UBS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
4 Match 1945 


ID590/A16 
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T.U. 52*2*1 continued its normal operations, supplying air cover for 
the landings at Iwo Jioa* USS rejoined at 1340* Regular night retirement was 
effected commencing at sunset, 

Positions 


0800 


24 44 50 N 1200C 24 59 00 N 2000 24 34 00 N 

140 51 25 E 140 55 00 E 140 54 00 E 


USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
5 March 1945 


USS HALLIGAN Was directed to proceed to Iwo Jima to load rocket assem¬ 
blies at 0432. USS EDMONDS destroyed another drifting mine at 0957> causing the mine ’ 
to explode. 

This ship successfully received a stretcher patient from USS TULAGI and 
her escorts, USS CAMPBELL, GOSS, SIEVERLING, and U.V. MOORE left the disposition at 
1809 to proceed on duty assigned by CTU 52.2.1, the remaining ships of the screen 
forming a sector screen as outlined in ComCarCiv 24 Instructions. USS' HALLIGAN 
returned from Iwo Jima and rejoined at 1819> and the normal circular screen of eight 
(8) ships was resumed. Night retirement to the Southwest was carried out as usual 
after sunset. 

Positions 

0800 25 01 00 N 1200 24 50 40 N 2000 24 16 00 N 

140 32 00 E 140 48 30 E 140 45 00 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

6 March 1945 


Shortly after midnight this ship proceeded on its second mission to 
Iwo Jima to load rocket assemblies for the carriers of T. u . 52.2.1. The ship went 
to General Quarters at 03CO and remained eo until sunrise in anticipation of an 
enemy air attack in the area sometime (hiring moonlight hours. However, no enemy 
planes were detected. 

The ship arrived of Mount Suribachi at 0705 waited there as directed 
until the USS LAKEWOOD VICTOR! made the rendezvous. 

Rocket assemblies wers loaded from the LAKEWOOD VICTOR! by barge com¬ 
mencing at U30, and by 1740 seven hundred (700) rocket bodies and seven hundred and 
thirty five (735) motors had been brought aboard. Shortly thereafter, this ship left 
the area to rejoin T.U. 52.2.1 to the Southwest, and by 2000 tbs PAUL HAMIL TON had 
taken her assigned station in the formation screen. 

Positions 

0600 24 40 00 N 1200 24 44 00 N 2000 24 44 00 N 

141 17 009 141 11 00 E 140 48 00 E s 
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oss Paul Hamilton (DD590) 

7 March 1945 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Pleet Poet Office 
San Francisco, Calif* 

5 April 1945 


USS HELM left the screen at 0100 to proceed to Iwo Jima to load 
rockets, and a seven (7) ship scector screen was formed. Throughout the day this 
ship transferred rocket assemblies to USS SARGENT BAX and USS TULAGI, the latter 
having returned to the disposition with her four escorts at 0940. At 11C0 the 
OSS HELM returned to the screen, having been directed by the Task Unit Commander 
not to load any more rocket assemblies at Iwo Island. 

This ship completed delivery of all rocket assemblies by 1700. 

USS TUL A GI with her four escorts was again detached at 1600 to pro¬ 
ceed on assigned duty, and at 1645 USS STEAMER BAX, accompanied by USS HELM and 
USS EDMONDS, was detached from T.U. $2.2.1 to proceed to Ulithi. Remaining ships 
of T.U. 52.2.1 proceeded to carry out normal night retirement routine. 

Positions 


0800 24 34 30 N 1200 24 41 30 N 2000 24 15 00 N 

140 38 50 E 140 40 00 E 140 56 30 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) 

8 March 1945 

USS TULAGI and her four escorts rejoined at 0700, USS GOSS reported 
her sonar equipment inoperative, and was directed to take station within the cir¬ 
cular screen astern of the CVE’s. 

Fueling operations were conducted throughout the day, the carriers 
fueling the screening ships. This ship fueled from USS NATOMA BAX, completing the 
operation at 1421. 

At 1630 in accordance with CTU 52.2.1 060622 visual dispatch of March 
1945) the following ships were detached from T.U. 52.2.1 and directed to effect 
rendezvous with T.°. 52.2.3: USS TULAGI, USS WAKE ISLAND, USS SARGENT BAX, USS 
HALLIGAN, USS O'FLAHISTX, USS SIEVERLING, USS U.7. MDOHE, USS CAMPBELL, and USS 
HOWELL. T.U. 52.2.1, now consisting of USS NATOMA BAX, USS PETROF BAX, USS PAUL 
HAMILTON, USS RICHARD S BULL, USS GOSS, and USS JOHN C. BUTLER, cleared to the 
Southwest, and at 1900 set course 156°(T) at speed 16 knots proceeding to Ulithi 
Atoll, Western Caroline Islands, via Guam. 

Positions 

0800 24 48 30 H 1200 24 49 30 N 2000 24 15 00 N 

140 51 05 E 140 30 00 E 140 50 00 E 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif, 


War Diary - March 19A5 


5 April 1945 


OSS PAUL HAMILTON (BD590) 

9 March 1945 

• 

Radar contact with T.U f 52.2.2 was established at 0458, and at 0735 
the two units joined with C.T.G. 52.2. (Rear Admiral DURGIN, USN, USS UAKIN ISLAND 
CVE93), OSS PETRCF BAT (CVE80), USS NETOilA BAT (CVE62), USS LUNGA POINT (CVE94), 

USS RUDTARD BAY (CVE81), USS GOSS (DE44), USS JOHN C. BUTLER (DE339), USS RICHARD 
S. BULL (DE402), USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590). OSS STOCKTON (DD646), USS DENNIS (DE405), 
OSS HUTCHINS (DD476), and OSS EVANS (DD552). Course 165°(T) at speed 16 knots was 
set. Designation of the disposition was changed at 1550 from T.G. 52.2 to T. G. 

52 . 1 . 

Positions 


0800 


21 48 40 N 
141 59 50 E 


1200 20 52 00 N 

142 17 00 S 


2000 18 55 30 N 

142 49 30 E 


USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
10 March 1945 


At 1305 USS PETROF BAT accompanied by USS BULL and USS BUTLER were 
detached to proceed as directed by C.T.G. 52.1. 

A 1330 an anti-aircraft firing practice was conducted, all ships of 
the disposition being given an opportunity to fire at sleeves towed by Guam based 
aircraft. This ship fired only automatic weapons, the 5 n /38 battery having been 
rendered ineffective by a computer casualty. 

Following the gunnery practice, the carriers landed their new air 
groups which had been flown out from Guam; and upon completion, course 234°(T) at 
speed 17 knots was set for Ulithi. 

Positions 


0800 


15 33 35 N 
143 33 30 E 


1200 14 37 30 N 

143 48 35 E 


2000 13 06 30 N 

143 22 40 E 


USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

11 March 1945 

More A/A gunnery exercises were conducted at 1030, and again this ship 
was able to fire only 40ma and 20mm batteries. This ship fueled from the USS MAKIN 
ISLAND at 1200, completing the operation at 1318. At 1400 the disposition commenced 
maneuvering to enter port; and at 1600 this ship, after covering the entry of the 
carriers, entered Ultihi Atoll and proceeded to anchor in the Southern Anchorage. 

About 2000 an explosion was observed to the North, and later it was 
learned that a Japanese "Snooper" plane had succeeded in crashing the flight deck 
of the USS RANDOLPH (CV15). Air Flash Red was ordered by the Island Commander of 
Ulithi at 2010, but no further enemy activity developed, and Flash White was in 
effect again.at 2055* 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON(DD590) 
Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif. 
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5 April 1945 


War Diary - March 1945 


11 March 1945 (continued) 

0800 11 16 30 N 

140 57 20 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
12-14 March 1945 


Positions 

1200 


10 29 00 N 
140 25 20 E 


2000 Anchored at 
Ulithi 


Anchored in Southern Anchorage, Ulithi. Tender availability was granted 
at anchor, and the time was spent in upkeep, repair, and maintenance of material, 
and training and recreation for the crew pending further operations at sea. 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

15 March 1945 

Ihe ship got underway at 1400 in obedience to ComDesRon 56 dispatch 
122335 of March 1945 ana to ComDesRon 51 dispatch 131127 of March 1945, proceeded 
out of Ulithi Atoll to Radar Picket Station Number Two, a point 45 miles bearing 
070°(T) from MangeJang Island, and arrived on station one hoar prior to sunset. 
The ship patrolled the vicinity of the station throughout the night encountering 
no activity of any sort other than a few friendly patrol planes and various sur¬ 
face units proceeding to and from Ulithi. 

Positions 


0800 Anchored at 
Ulithi 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (D1590) 
16 March 1945 


1200 Anchored at 
Ulithi 


2000 


10 09 N 
140 25 E 


Heavy overcast and intermittent rain squalls marked the hours prior to 
sunrise, the weather clearing by 0730. At 0630 after an uneventful night of 
picket duty, this ship proceeded back to Ulithi, passing through the channel 
entrance at 0852. The remainder of the day was spent loading ammunition and 
Aiding, and upon completion, the ship proceeded to the Southern Anchorage to 
anchor. Navigating during the darkness prior to anchoring wa3 exceedingly dif¬ 
ficult, although C.I.C. personnel provided very valuable assistance with the 
SG ra~ar. Sonar was used to advantage in determining ranges to nearby ships 
and shoals. It is recommended that the present navigational beacons at Ulithi 
be modified to show lights at night. 

Positions 


0800 ID 04 00 N 
140 00 00 E 


1200 Anchored at 2000 
Ulithi 


Anchored at 
Ulithi 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
Fleet Poet Office 
San Francisco, Calif. 




15 March 1945 


From: 
To : 

Via t 


Subject: 


Commanding Officer. 

Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet. 

(1) Co.rmander Task Unit 54.9*13, ComDesRon FIFTY ONE. 

(2) Co m m an der Task Unit 54.1.3 and 54.9.1, ComBatDiY FIVE. 

(3) Commander Task Force 54, ComPhibGroup ELEVEN. 

( 4 ) Co.rmander Task Force 52, ComPhibGroup ONE. 

(5) Commander Task Force 51, ComPhibsPac. 

(6) Commander FIFTH Fleet. 

(7> Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet and 
Pacific Ocean Areas. 

Action Report - CAPTURE AND OCCUPATION OF 3390 JB&, 

16 February 1945 to 9 March 1945. 


Reference: (a) CinCPOA conf ltr 1CL-45. 

(b) ComPhibsPac OP Plan A-25-44. 



i 
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t 

| 
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1. In accordance with reference (a) and (b) subject report is 
submitted herewith. 


ec: 


l 



ComlnCh (Adv Copy) 
CinCPOA 

ComGonFltlfarForPac 
’CTG 52.2 
CTG 52.4 
CTU 52.2.1 
CTU 52.2.12 
ComDesPac 
File 
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CO&IAND2R AMPHIBIOUS GROUP ELEVEN 
U. S. PACIFIC FLEET 
.c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 


t 

M 
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C-O-N-F-I-D -E-N-T-I-A-L 


21 April 1945. 


•FOURTH ENDORSEMENT to 
USS PAUL HAMILTON Action 
Report File DD590/A16-3(021) 
dated 15 March 1945. 


From: 

To s 
•Via s . 


Commander Amphibious Group EIEVEU 
(Formerly Commander Task Force FIFTY-FOUR). 
Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet. . 

(1) Commander Amphibious Group ONE. 

(2) Commander Joint Expeditionary Force and 
Commander Amphibious Forces, U. S. Pacific Fleet. 

(3) Commander FIFTH Fleet. * 

(4) Commander-in-Chief, United States Pacific Fleet. 


Subjects Action Report of U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON - Capture and Occupation 

of IWO JIMA, 16 February to 9 March 1945. 

1. Forwarded, concurring in general with the remarks and comments 

contained in the basic report. 


2. This command doe 3 not concur in the opinions expressed on page 44- 
relative to use of ICl(G)'s for UDT support. The fact that serious casualties were 
incurred by ICl(G)'s on the forenoon of the E70 JIMA UDT operations, when eleven 
out of twelve were hit even though closely supported by everything up to and in¬ 
cluding OEB’s, only serves to indicate the effective use of these craft. Had DD’s 
been used exclusively, due to the surprise firing which was received, the results 
might well have been the same with the only difference that the DD*s would have 
been the damaged vessels. The IEUTZE was hit and seriously damaged during this 
operation. 

3. Destroyers attached to this force performed their duties as 
screen and fire support vessels in an excellent manner. 
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OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER, AMPHIBIOUS GROUP ONE 
FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

083 




FJ! 7 \J ' ‘ "T to 

i..uL L.__ Lu wJ CoaT* 

Scr. 021 of 15 Kerch 1945. 


Trent 
To s 
Via t 


Ccurmdcr Amphibious Or crap CHS, (Ccsssuder Task Force 52)» 
Ccnrcndcr in Chief, United States Fleet* 


(1) 


Ccurrnder Amphibious Forces, United States Pacific Fleet, 
(Cmrmdcr Tark Force 51)* 

Ccmander FUTH Fleet* 

Comnrwicr in Chief, United States Pacific Fleet* 


z±r...r 


Subject? 


v 


Reference? 


Action Report of U*S*S* PAUL HA1HLTCN — Capture end Occupation of 
IE3 Jna, 16 February to 9 Karch 1945. 

(a) CccPhibGrpCIS serial 0016 of 2 April 1945 - 2nd Bad* to 
CocLCI(G)Flot3 ser 005-45 of 24 Feb. 1945* 


1* Forwarded* During the IT70 JU£i operation PAUL HALIELTCCi rss under this 
egrr-'-.d until 0600(l), 19 February 1945. Insofar as the renarks in the basic re¬ 
port end the Fourth Endorsement pertain to this period, they are in general concur¬ 
red with* 


2* An error is contained in Part HI, page (4), entry for 1110, 17 Febru¬ 
ary* Ld(G) 474, not Ld(G) 457 was sunk on ordere of the Task Force Ccrannder. 


3* Part Vlii, page (44), contain a a discussion of the desirability of ea- 
plcpin- Ld(G) r s in support of UDT operations, which discussions are cemented on 
in the Fourth Erderesrsat* Various reasons, mostly speculative, may be advanced 
fer tho narked differences in scczy reaction sad own damage sustained in the fero— 
neen and afternoon operations* For future UDT operations in the vicinity of well 
defended podticaa the d±d.deratua appears to bo not to carry out the UDT operation 
until adequate erpocure and reduction of defending batteries has been effected. 
Further ccrucut cn this matter has previously been made in reference (a)* 
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PART I 

ffiTflp aUiWABI " 


(Not submitted* Included In Division Commander's composite action report 
(ComDesDiv One Zero One) In accordance with paragraph 5C of CinCPac 
confidential letter 1CL-45 of 1 January 1945 •) 
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PART II 
PRELIMINARIES 


(Rot submitted. Included in Division Commander's composite action repu:*u 
(ComDesDiv One Zero One) in accordance with paragraph 5 C of CinCPac 
confidential letter 1CL-45 1 January 1945*) 
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•A* 


(This section will be divided into four (4) subsections, for clarity 
and to segregate the various duties to which the U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON 
was assigned during the period of this report.) 


ill Operations with Task Unit 54.9*1 (Movement Unit Able and Night Deploys 
ment Unit Able)(Roar Admiral P.K. FXSCHLER, U.S. Navy, CooBatDiv FIVE, 
U.S.S* TEXAS, Flagship). 

- 16 FEBRUARY 1945 - 

Proceeding in conyany with Task Unit 54.9.1* Movement Unit Able- of 
Advanced Movement Group, Rear Admiral P.K. FXSCHLER, U.S.Navy, ComBatDiv FIVE 
in USC. TEXAS, Officer in Tactical Command, Rear Admiral W.H.P. BLANDY, U.S. 
Navy, ComPhibGrp ONE in company in USS ESTES. Task Unit enroute to IV/0 JIMA 
in accordance with ComPhibGrp ONE Movement Order.A105-45. USS PAUL HAMILTON 
-assigned screening station No. 1 of special cruising disposition €83 as indi¬ 
cated in Appendix VII to Annex E of ComPhibGrp ONE Movement Order A105-45• 
Stealing on course 331°(T) at 14.5 knots. Ship's position at 0000 Latitude 
23°-24* N, Longitude 141 C -1S* E. 

0235 USS TERRY detached to rendezvous with and support Minesweep Unit 
FOUR. 

0447! Changed base course to 034°(T). 

0505'- Changed base speed to 15 knots. 

0542 • Changed base course to 039°(T). 

0620 T.U. 54.1.2, Fire Support Unit TWO, plus USS ESTES and USS GILMER 
and T. u . 54.1.3* -Fire Support Unit THREE, separated} the former man¬ 
euvering to take stations in fire support Sector II, and the latter 
proceeding to stations in fire support Sector III. This command, 
ConDesDiv XRAY, formed screen ahead of heavy ships of fire support 
Unit THREE. Ships of the screen in screening formation No. 54, USF 
10(A), disposed as follows: USS STEMBEL-Station 1, USS J.D. HENLEY- 
Station 2, USS PAUL HaMILTON-Station 3, and USS WILLIAMPON-Station 4. 

0710 . U£S STEMBEL detached to Join Minesweep Unit TWO. Formed screen 

No. 53* USF 10(A) in present order. 

0716 Heavy ships of Fire Support Unit THREE having arrived on station 
detached screen to proceed inrependently. DesDiv XRAY took screen¬ 
ing stations to seaward of Fire Support Unit THREE as shown on screen¬ 
ing diagram Appendix I of Annex (A) to ComPhibGrp ONE OP- Plan A-101- 
45: USS WILLIA-EON A-10, USS PAUL HAMILTON A-ll, and USS HE2JLEY A-13. 

Bombardment by heavy ships commenced as scheduled. The weather 
during the first aay did not appear suitablo for effective bombard¬ 
ment or boating. Visibility was poor and ceiling was low. There 
were moderate winds and occasional rain squalls. Throughout the day 
patrolled station on courses 150°(T) and 330°(T) while heavy ships 
followed path cleared by Minesweepers and shelled the island defen¬ 
ses. Numerous air strikes were observed over the island. Several 
"Red Alerts" wero order but no enemy contacts were made. 










£*£-I*F*>D*B*H*T*I*A«*L 16 rETTKl/.KT (centd) 


1515 OSS WATJRS loft her ecreening atation In A-12 to re P° r J' ^ 

52.4 for duty. USS PAUL HAMILTON and USS HENLEY covered her screen¬ 
ing sector. 

172$ Bombardment ceased. Task Units bepan to form night deployment groups. 

1835 Left patrol station, proceeding to night h£n&8n 

east Coast of IWO JDL». Four (4) destroyers assigned, to ni^at harrass 
seat until 0100 as follows: USS PAUL HAMILTON, K.E. patrol, USS 
STEM3EL, harrassing fire Eastern Beaches, and USS R.P. JEJJL 
ination from Eaat. «11 other units of the Amphibious Support Group 
assigned retirement from objectivo on night deploymmfefc routes. 


2030.' Arrived patrol station. Patrolling 7000 to 9000 yards offshore, 

t 4 clear of unswept areas. Made contact with CTG 52.1 in USS ESTSS, 

in company with Mineswecp Unit FOUR, plus USS TERROR and USS SCUHRT. 
All to remain in immediate vicinity of the objective during the night* 
So enemy contacts wero made. 

0000 >> tojD930_17_Februar2_22iltl. 

0054. Having been relieved by the US C R.P. LEARY, proceeding to station 
off the Western Bsaches of the island. Assignments for destroyers of 
the night harrassment force from 0100 until daylight were as follows: 
USS P^iUL HAMILTON, illumination from the West, USS STEMSEL, harr&ss— 
lufi fire Western Beaches, USS liJLLANY, harrassing fire Eastern Beaches 
and USS E.P. LEARY, N.E. patrol. 

0202 Commenced illumination fire over the island, operating with tho 
USS STEMBEL, conducting harrassing fire. Expended twenty-one (31) 
rounds Starshellr during morning darkness, illuminating Western 
beaches, airstrips #1 ard #2, and bivouac area. (See part V-R) 

0650 Having completed mission of Illumination firing proceeded to 

Screening Sector C-14 as shown on Screening Diagram. Appendix XI of 
Annex (A) to ComPhibGrp ONE OP-Plan 1-101-45. 

0800 - Patrolling station C-14 seaward of heavy ahipe conducting bombard- 

0930 meat ef island defense positions. 

0930 left screening station ard proceeded to •**w ,w * station oft 
the Eastern (preferred]! be®o>**8 ror duty with T«G» 52.4, Underwater 
Demolition Grr*>r <capcain B.H. HANLON, USN, ComUDTSPhibsPac, HSS 
GUM3R, Flagship). 
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A»2 Operations with T.G. 52.4, Underwater Demolition Group (Captain 
B.H. HANLON, USN, CosUDTSPhibePac, US3 OTHER, Flagship). 

0910-3610 17 FTWIAEt ms 


1030 Arrived on station assignod on right flank of the destroyer fira 
sup-ort line approximately 3000 yards off the Eastern (preferred) 
bcachas preparatory to racconnaissance operations of the Underwater 
Demolition Teams. 

Ship remained on this station until further ordered, lying to, 
except for occasional use of the engines for station keeping and 
sustaining heading necessary to keep the battery unmasked. Assigned 
fire rapport of LCI(G) 441, LCPR No. 1* from USS BLLSSUAN, and Swim- 

operating off BLUE 1 beach area. Communications were established 
pith the other stations guarding assigned spotting frequency, 

w.. 

1045- .. . LCI(G)'s bad passed through line of destroyers and were on station 

about 2000 yards from the beaches. 

»• ; • 

J>$0 Commenced firing 5*/38 and 40m& batteries onto BLUE 1 beach area 

as scheduled and maintained fire as scheduled and called for through¬ 
out the operation. (See Section C, Part III and Section B, PartV). 
Fire support was also provided by the heavy ships to seaward and 
l£I(G)'s in close to the beaches. 

.. 1 * * 

1100 ' v . Roger Easy Hour. All scheduled fires were based on this time. 

Ll£I(G)'s moved into station about 1000 yards off tho beach. 

During the operations, LCPR’s moved in, dropped swimmers, and 
retired. Lator they again moved in close to the beach and picked 
Up their sviimasrs. One (1) swimmer was reported missing at tho close 
of their operations. Operations appeared to proceed as scheduled. 


11101 LCI(G) 441 reported hit. r*i 0 *■ t*T^ if ; •. 

A good volume of enemy small arms and mortar fire effected numer¬ 
ous hits on the LCl(G)'a and one (1) destroyer, USS Ll^TZE was report¬ 
ed damaged. The LCI(G) 457 supporting BLUE 2 beach was damaged ser¬ 
iously and retired from the scene. After retirement and abandonment. 
by her personnel, she capsized and was sunk by the USS CAPPS, 

% 

1255- Bombardment ceased. UDT Reconnaissance Operations off Eastern (pre* 
j ferred) beaches wore completed. 

Ammunition expended during morning operations as follower 
projectiles- 5"/3D AA Common 29 Mod 2 N.F.) 133 rWhite Phosphorous 
40; 4 Q 21 HET 2900 rds. Powder- Smokeless (2600 f.s.) 173 charges. 

HOC Proceeding around the Southern Point of the island toward area 
off the V,astern beaches f afternoon operations. 


1400 


Art -- ar.ee with o - 
coeded in co^ ? tv 
at ions in Area 10 k. 
Annex (i) CeaPhit ?;*p 


of ComDesRon 46, Commander Screen, pro- 
HN D. HE2ILEI to cover Mine sweeping Oper- 
Screening Diagram, Appendix II of 

. an A-101—45 • 
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QQ^Q-1810 17 rP^.UATCf 19A5 (contd) 


v 1405- Operating in Area 10 in support of Minccweepers. Closed Western 
beach near Mt. Suribechi to about 1000 yards, but received no fire 
from the Island. No supporting fir* was necessary to cover the 
aineswoeping operations. 

r . ' ‘ ‘I*’ ' ’ , 

1540 * Proceeding to station for «ftern*?i>'operations off the Western 
beaches with Underwatfer Demolition tropp* 

' V* ' 
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1550 Arrived on station on right flank off the destroyer fire support 
line approximately 2000 yards off ths Western (Alternate) beaches 
preparatory to reconnaisaance oporatiCns of the Underwater Demolit¬ 
ion Teams. Ship remained on this station during the operation, * 
lying to, except for occasional use of the engines for station • £'J r 
keeping and maintaining heading necessary to keep the battery un- ” f1 " 
masked. Assigned fire support for LCFR No. 1 from the USS BARR and 
Swisoers operating off PURPLE 1 Beach Area. No LCI(G)'e were pres- 
ent for the afternoon operation. Cocminicatione wore established 
with other stations guarding assigned spotting frequency. 

1605 Commenced firing 5 n /38 and 40mm batteries covering PURPLE 1 Beach. 
Except'for ths absence of the LCI(G)'s, operations proceeding along 
the earns plans as in ths morning. Maintained fire support as sched¬ 
uled and ealled for (See Section C of Part III and Section B of 
Pert V). 

1615 Roger William Hour. All scheduled fires were based' on this time* 


1830 Operations completed. Detached from duty with Underwater Demol¬ 
ition Group, procoodiag toward rendezvous with Night Deployment Unit. 

Ammunition expended during afternoon operations as follows: 
Projectiles- 5"/33 U Common (ific 29,Mod 2 N.P.) 69; White Phosphor¬ 
ous 25; 40mm HEX? COO rds and 40ua HET 1188 rds. Powder-Smokeless 
(2600 f,a.) 94 charges 5"/38. 
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4-3 Further Operations with T.U. 54.9.1 

ieOOK-2'.QQr 17 FeVrufTy' 19A5 

. V*‘ 

1900.x. Made rendezvous with T.U, 54.9.1 Deployment Unit ABLE (Re?r 
Admiral P.K. FISCHIER, USN, ConEatDiv FIVE, USS TEXAS,Flagship) 
and was aasignod station No. 1 in screen formation No. 55 of 
special cruising disposition 6S3. 

Throughout ths night Unit proceeded along assigned night 
deployment route to the Northwest of IWO JIMA, as shown on Annex 
A (II) to ComPhibGrp ELEVEN Night Deployment Order A-1103-A5. 
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0530*945 


0530 Heavy ships of Taek Unit having returned to fire support 

stations off IVJ) JIMA, proceodod independently to screening 
station D-10 as shewn on Screening Diagram, Appendix II, Annex 
(A) ComPhibGrp ONE OP-Plan A-101H5;. 

0700: - Patro ll i n g screening sectAr IK10 on courses 056 o (T)-236°(T) 

1400-. at 12 knots. 

14011 Left screening station and proceodod toward ITO JIMA to 

rescue aviation personnel fro^i a crashed TBH from the USS MaKIN 
ISLAND. When about three ( 3 ) miles from the beach, lowered a 
whaleboat which went in to about 3000 yards offshore and made 
the rescue. 

1449’ The whaleboat was hoisted and the following named survivors 

were takon aboardi Lt(Jg) H.4. HUGHES, USNR, HAAS,E.A. ARM3c, 
SMITH, D.C. AMM3c, All were uninjured. Proceeded seaward to 
screening station. 

1510! Resumed si r cning station. 

1635 Left scrocning station and made rendezvous with T.U. 54.9.1 

Deployment Unit ABLE. Task Unit formed'special cruising-dispos¬ 
ition 6 S 3 and proceeded along assigned night deployment route. 

1B40'' Assumed command of acreen consisting of seven (7) ships and 
assignod stations in screen formation No, 57 ,USF 10(A), as fol¬ 
lows: USS P/»UL HAMILTON station #1, USS H.A. WILEY Station #2, 

USS TERRY station #3, USS WILLIAMSON station #4, USS BAKR sta¬ 
tion #5, USS GILMER station # 6 , and USS BLESSUaN station ^f7. 

21501 USS BLESSiAJi could not carry out screon assignment, reporting 

she had lost all power. 

2153- USS GILMER was detached from the scrocn to standby USS BLESSMAN 
and assist as necessary. Formod screening formation No.55 USF 
10 (A) in present order. 

2ZZ2 USS HALLIGAN Joined Task Unit and assumed station No. 5 and 

command of the screen. The PAUL Hi.MILTON moved to station No. 

2 of screening formation No. 56 USF 10(A). 

Throughout ths night proceeded along night deployment route 
to the Northwest of IWD JIMA as shown on Annex A (III) to Coa- 
PftibGrp Night Deployment Order A-11Q3-45• 

0507K-1610X 19 February 1945 

0507.' Heavy ehip:i of Task Unit arrived in Fire Support, 6 octors off 

1730 JL.D.. Prtrolling to the Southwest and seaward of bombard¬ 
ment ships of Fire Support Unit THIuZ. 

DARN Fire support ships commenced heavy Pre-Invasion Bombardment. 

09001. V Tpoops of the FOURTH and FIFTH V C S» Marine Divisions landed 
on the Eastern beaches of IRO JIMA, 
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1^5 (cont-d) 

2105 In accordinco with ordcro of C7F 52, proceeded to relieve the 
USS VLGZZZ'Jl'Jj cn the Fire Support Line. 


1133 • relieved the USS VICXSEUT.0 on station in Fire Support Sector No* 
1 (C.IL3 CO.2-70*7)* Cosoinic&tions were established with Naval 
Liason Officer* 


3150. Coxaeneed firing 5”/38 batter for destruction and neutralization 
of enemy defensos as called for* (See Section E of Part III and 
Farts IV and V), 

1610 Ceased shore bombardment of IWO JIMA upon orders of CTF 51* hav¬ 
ing expended 585 rounds AA Coataon (ilk 29, Mod 2 N.F.) and 14 rounds 
White Phsophorous 5"/38 projectiles and 599 rounds Smokeless Powder 
(1200 f*s.)* Having been relieved by U5S CAPPS, proceeded from Fire 
Support station to rendezvous and duty with T.U. 52.2.1, Support 
Carrier Unit ONE (Hear Admiral SPRAGUE, USN, USS NATOMA BAT, Flagship). 


A-4 Operations with Escort Carrier Support Force* 

1815K-2AOOK 19 PcVrvrT 19A5 

1815* Reported to CTU 52.2.1 for duty with screen* 

1859 Assumed assigned screening station. Task Unit 52.2.1 disposed 

as follows: Escort Carriers - USS NATOMA BAT (F), USS WAKE ISLAND . 
USS SARGIiJT BAY, USS FETROF BAY, and USS STEA1ER BaT; screen - 
U5S BULL (with CocCortDiv 63 , ConScreen) #1; USS HALLIGaN #2, USS 
WESSON #3 , USS RALPH TALEOT #4, USS 0' FLAHERTY #5, USS BAGLEY #6, 

USS GRADY #7, and USS PAUL HAMILTON #3. Operating in normal cruis¬ 
ing disposition 5-R with a circular screen. 

Proceeded throughout the night on various courses at various 
speeds within assigned areas for air support of IWO JIMA Operation. 

20 February 1945 

0722 - Fueled from USS NATOMA BaY. Operation temporarily interrupted. 

0816 for flight operations. 

0836 Took station #10 in ton (1) ship circular screen. USS HUTCHINGS 

and USS MITCHELL having Joinedefuring fueling exercises* 

0951 - Left screeening station and completed fueling from USS NATOMA BAY 

1047' Transferred aviation personnel of USS MAKIN ISLAND, rescued 18 Feb¬ 
ruary off Western IWO JIMA, to the USS NATOMA BAY. 


1059 


Resumed station #10 in screen. 
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HAULS' 1 °^tor 6) FS" 6nW ' hiP “* ““ PAUL 

22 February 

OSS^HU^KEEIsy*^* 50 * lfi * 26 conaiating of USS iCNONGAHELA and the 


T.U, 50.18.26 Joined the group, 
Fueling exarciaea coamencod. 
Fueled from tho USS UONONGAHELA. 


Fueling exorciaea completed- 
ceed independently. 


T»0. 50.18.26 waa detached to prc, 


2130 -. 


P&aeed T.C. 58.1 about 19 milaa to tho Eaat. 


23 February 1945 

0632 t.U. 52.2.3 Joined T.U, 52.2.1 and forced cruising disposition 
5-RH with seven (7) carriers and fifteen (15) screening vessels. 

A circular screen was formed with U3S PAUL HAMILTON assigned to ata- 
tion No. 15. 

Diaposition now composed of the following ships: Escort Carriera- 
U5S AllZIO, USS SAEEI.H BaY, USS RUDYaRD BAY, USS SARGENT BAT, USS 
PETLOP BAY, and USS STUMER BAYj acrccnr USS RICKaRD S BULL (Coo- 
Screen) #1, USS TaE3ZT.ER #2, USS E7AI3 #3, USS &.LLXGAN #4, USS 
O'FLAHERTY #5, USS BAGLEY #6, USS RICHaRD E. R0?2LL #7, USS HELM #6, 
U5S OLIVER C. MITCHELL #9, USS PATTERSON #10, USS L.C. TAYLOR #11, 

USS EDMONDS #12, USS HUTCHINS #13, CSS CONNELLY # 14, and USS PAUL 
HAMILTON #15. 













1733 : Ths USS NAHMAN Joined tho screen. 

1830' The following chips left the formation: USS ANZIO, USS SAGINAW 
BAT, USS RUDIAFU BAT, USS FETROF BAT; USS TABBSR3R, USS BAGLEY, 

USS EDiCNDS, USS OLIVER C. MITCHELL, USS LAWRENCE C TAYLOR, and 
USS PATTERSON. 

1835- Formed disposition 5V, assumed station #10 in close A/A screen 

around the carriers. j 

Sent the ship to General Quarters on contact with group of un¬ 
identified planes. j 

Several raids closed the formation from the North and East and ’* j 

"windowa" were dropped over a largo area. These planes were not j 

fired upon as the/ made no direct or deliberate attacks. (See Fart 
VI (D) for ^-neay Radar Deception Report), p 

2040 Formed normal cruising disposition 5-R, screening station #10, .* 

* j y 

2116 Secured from General Quarters, all "bogie" contacts having dis¬ 
appeared, and following an "Air Flash White" by C.T.U. 52.2.1. ;j 

2A February 1945 ’ 

0535-' The following ships loft the formation! USS HELM, USS HUTCHINGS, 
and USS NAWMAN. Remaining ships formed a seven (7) ship circular 
screen. 
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0802- In accordance with orders of CTU 52.2,1 departed from Task Un!« 
and proceeded Northward at 20 knots on air-aea rescue mission. 

Pilot from the USS BELLEAU WOOD reported down in Latitude 26° 50' H 
Longitude 141° 50' E. 

t 

0945 Passed T.G. 52,2.5 to the East. : 

1030 Contacted two (2) V? planes from USS SARGENT BAY for air cover i> 

and vectored them ahead of track about ton (10) miles. Planes con¬ 
ducted search normal to track, five miles either aide of track, 

2231. Sighted land bearing 038°(T), distance 32 miles identified as 
KARA JBU. 

1306 Sent the ship to General Quarters. 

% 

1320 Commenced intensive search of area to the South of reported 

position of donned pilot. Accompanying planes searched areas to 
the East and North of ehipo track, 

1438 Arrived at reported position and changed course to the West. 

Planes mads thorough search 10-15 ffdJLes radius to the North of 
reported position, 

2440. Planes left area to go back to bass. 
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' 24 February 194^ Icontdl 

1535 Ctzinjed to Southerly course In further search In ere* considered 
■oat lilcely position chio to present wind and eea conditions. 

At this tins could boar conversation of planes from ENTERPRISE 
conducting an air strike at CHICI JIUA, 

1527 . Changed course to East 

1550 Changed course to South. 

1555 Tro ( 2 ) planes reported they were in trouble having been damaged 
by enemey A/A fire* Attempted to establish communications with these 
pianos* Contacted Emergency IFF Signals* 

1600 Unde contact with damaged plane to the Northeast of HAHA JIUA and 
gave him a vector toward this ship. This plane acknowledged* but 
failed to comply with vector* continuing on a SB heading* 

1610 Plane reported going down. 

Another plane from the ENTERPRISE flew to the spot over the pile 
and began circling. By the use of Emergency IFF Signal this plane 
definitely fixed the position* of the downed aviator* now reported to 
be in a rubber r- ft. 

1619 Changed course to Nest* 

1635 Changed courso to 145°(T) to proceed to rescue of ENTERPRISE 

aviator and to cover further area of ee&rch for HELLFAU ROOD aviator* 

164S Contacted friendly fighters from U5S SARGENT BaY* sent to the 

ship for air coverage end assist in search. Vectored planes to area 
to West and la. dose to HAHA JIUA for further search for USS BELLZAU 
WOOD pilot* 

1705 Changed course to 095°(T). 

1730 Requested EHTSiPRI c E fighter to obtain air cover for this ship. 

1755 Changed speed to 33 knots. USS ENTERPRISE fighter was still on 
station over his shipmate in the wator, but was getting low on gas. 
Ordered fighters from USS SARGENT BAY* assigned to search, to relieve 
USS EirrZRFRISE fighter on station. Results of search in the West 
of the Islands negative. 

1805 One (l) fighter end one (1) TBF from USS ENTERPRISE reported as 

cover. Directed USS SARGENT BAY fightere and USS ENTERPRISE fighter 
to return to base. 

1810 Sighted life raft* with the help of a smoke boob dropped by plane. 

1820 Rescued pilot* Ensign R.H. WOODS* USHR, who was uninjured. Sunk 

life raft with machine-gun f^re. 

1829 Set Southerly course at 20 knots to rejoin T.U. 52.2*1.' 

1847 Sighted "bandit" low over $be water and vectored fighter to inter¬ 

cept. Q>served merged plot* but received bo "tally ho". "Bandit" 
then escaped over land to the Northwest. Inis plane was identified 
as either a "JILL" or "JUDY". 
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1915 Two (2) ENTERPRISE night fightere proceeded to base. Several 

* contacts were Bade on "bogies" during the later evening. One (1) 

■bogie" passed 3j miles bearing 265°(T). So attacks occurred, there¬ 
fore, did not disclose position by firing. All "bogies" were flying 
frost South to North. 

2340 Secured frost General Quarters. 

25 February 1945 

0740 accordance with orders of CTU 52.2.2 Joined screen of TU 52.2.2. 

Took station No.6 in a nine (9) ship circular screen. Formation and 
acrcon axis 000°(T). Task Unit stealing in normal cruising dispos¬ 
ition 5-R. 

Disposition was composed as followst Escort Carriers- USS LUfCA 
POINT, USS MAKIN ISLAND (F), and USS WAKE ISLAND; screen - USS DALI 
(CocScrcsn) #1, USS JOHN C BUTLER, #2, USS ROBERT F KELLER #3, USS 
STOCKTON #4, USS EVANS 05, USS PAUL HAMILTON 06, USS NAWUAN #7, USS 
CONNELLY 08, and USS HUTCHINS #9. 

C605 Unit commenced foaling operations with escorts fueling from the 
escort carriers. 

0650 Ceased all fueling operations. 

09C° TU 52.2.3 and TU 52.2.2 joined forming cruising dispoation 5-RM, 

Task Unit now composed of seven (7) carriers and fifteen (15) screen¬ 
ing vessels as follows * Escort Carriers- USS SAGINAW BAY, USS LUNGA 
POINT, USS W„KE ISLAND, USS RUPIARD BAY, USS FETROF BAY, USS AN2I0, 
and USS MAKIN ISI..ND; acreen - USS DALY (ComScreen) #1, USS T..BBER& 
#2, USS ESMONDS 03, USS JOHN C BUTLER 0k, USS ROBERT F KELLER ,/5, 

USS GABLEY 06, USA HUTCHINS 07, USS STOCKTON 08, USS CONNELLY 09, 

USS OLIVER C MITCHELL #10, USS EVANS #11, USS PaUL HAMILTON #12, USS 
L.C. TAYLOR #13, USS PaTTERSON #14, and USS NAWMAN #15. 

1040 "Air Flash Red". Sent ship to General Quartera. ^creon moved in 
to circle 2,5 in a/A dispoeition 5-V. Unidentified Aircraft reported 
bearing 090°(T), range 35 miles. 

1049 Aircraft identified as friendly. Seoured from Conoral Quarters. 
Task Unit resumed normal cruising disposition on 5-RM. 

1530 Left screening station to transfer Ensign R.U. WOODS, USNR, res¬ 
cued aviator of the USE ENTERPRISE, to the USS HYMAN. 

1606 Resumed screening station. 

1650 The following visual report concerning search for pilot of USS 
BELLEAU WOOD previous day was sent to CTG 52.2t "AREA FROM REPORTED 
POSITION TWENTY MILES SOUTH FIVE MTI.F8 EAST AND WEST COVERED THOROUGH* 
LY BY SHIP AND AIRCRAFT X BELIEVED THIS AREA MOST LIKELY POSITION 
DUE WIND AND SEA CONDITIONS X PLANES SEARCHED TEN MILES NORTH OF 
REPORTED POSITION THOROUGHLY X AREA TO EAST AS FAR AS HAHA JIMA COV* 
EHED BY AIRCRAFT BUT KOT AS THOROUGHLY AS DESIRED X RECOMMEND FUR¬ 
THER SEARCH BY AIRCRAFT CLOSE TO WEST COAST OF HAHA JIMA AND IN PASS 
TO SCUTH OF CHICHI JIMA EASTWARD X FURTHER RECOMMEND RUBBER RAFT BE 
EQUIPFED WITH BALLOON TO BE INFLATED BY OCCUPANT AS THEY ARE VERY 
DIFFICULT TO SEE KITH A MODERATE TO HEAVY SEA RUNNING". 


2200 USS ANZIO accompanied by US f R F KELLER, USS LC TAYLOR, USS 
TABEERER, and USS MITCHELL detached to prooeed on duty assigned. 
Farmed eleven fill shin circular acreen. Took station No. 6. 






26 February 3P’-v5 

% M 

0717- Went alongside USS S1GIN.J7 BAT and fueled^ 

0840 

0825 The following ehipa Joined the formation: USS ANZIO, USS KELLER, 

OSS L.C, TATLOR, USS MITCHELL, and USS TABBEHER, 

0900 Resumed screening station. How assigned station Ho. 12 in a fif¬ 
teen (15) ship circular screen. 

1523 USS CCKKELLT detached to report to CTF 51 for duty. ’ Adjusted to 
station Ho* 12 in a fourteen (14) ship circular screen. 

2 6 rebrrnrr 1945 (contd) 

1835 USS PAUL HAMILTON, in company with USS WAKE ISLAND, USS FETROF BAT, 
USS BUTLER, and USS EEUDNBS, detached in accordance with orders rec¬ 
eived by visual dispatch to proceed and Join T.U. 52.2.1. 

Ships in screen formed screen #53, USF 10(A) with station assignments 
as follows: USS PAUL HAMILTON #1, USS EDMONDS #2, and USS BUTLER #3. 

Took Unit proceeding on a Southeasterly course to rendezvous with 
' T.U. 52.2.1. 

27 February 1945 

0700 Joined T.U. 52.2.1 and ships formed disposition 5-R as follows: 

Escort Carriers- USS NATOMA BAT, USS SARGENT BAT, USS WAKE ISLAND, USS 
FETROF EAT, and USS STE4ITR BAT; Circular Screen- USS BULL (ComScreen) 
#1, USS POWELL #2, USS PAUL HAMILTON #3, USS HELM #4, USS O'FLAKERTT 1 
#5, USS ELM NDS #6, USS GRADT #7, USS JOHN C BUTLER #8, and USS 
HALL I G AN #9. Formation and screen axis 000°(T). 

Screening carriers during normal cruising and fli gh t operations 

throughout the day. 

28 February 1945 

1547 Went alongside USS NATOMA BAT for transfer of personnel. Lieut. 

W.C. CURRT, USKR, was transferred to thia ship for temporary duty for 
operations the following day in procurement of rockets in vicinity of 
ITO JIMA. 

1 March 1945 

OQ37 In accordance with orders T.U. 52.2.1 detached from Qarrier Group 
to proceed to vicinity of IWQ JIMA for rockets. 

0737 Arrived at destination, 3000 yards bearing 150°(T) from Mt . Su ri- 
bachi, IWO JIMA, preparatory to receiving rockets from USS LAKEWOOD 
7ICT0RT. 

1030- Lying to near USS LAKEWOOD VICTOR!. Taking aboard rocket bodies * 

1815 and motors from boats of USS LAKEWOOD VICTORY. Ceased operations at 
1815 having taken aboard 472 (Mk*7) 3«25 n rocket motors and 432 (Mk 1) 
5 " rocket bodies. 

During the operation picked up mall far shipe of T.U. 52.2.1. 




Proceeded on Southwesterly course lor rendezvous with TU 52.2.1. 









2 March 1945 

0227 Joined T.U. 52.2.1. Took station Bo. 3 la a twelve (12J ahip 
circular screen. 

0652 T.U, 50.8.28, Fueling Unit, Joined T.U. 52.2.1 and commenced fuel¬ 
ing operations. 

Proceeding to go alongside OSS STEAMER BAT for delivery of rockets 
aad sail. 

0716- Delivered 72 complete rocket aasad>lles and to USS STEAMER 

0819 BIT. 

0850- Alongside USS KATQMA Bj>T. Transferred Lieut. W.C. CURRY, USNR, 

1002 having completed temporary duty.. Delivered n 2 complete rocket 
assemblies aad sail to the USS MATOMA BAT. 

1057- Alongside USS PETE07 BAT. Deliverd 124 complete rocket asseabliea 

1 2 22 plus 24 spare 3*25" rocket motors. 

1319* A long side USS SARirK^f BAT. Delivered 121* complete rocket assamt- 

1424 biles, 16 spare 3,25" rocket mortars, and sail. 

1 600 Resumed station in screen. Circuit- screen new formed as follows 1 
USS RICHARD BULL (Co-Tcrccn) No. 1, USS RICHARD HOWELL No. 2, USS PAUL 
HAMILTON Ko.3, USS LEIEE No.4, USS 0’FLAHERTY No.5, USS HELM No.6, 

USS EDRATL3 Ho.7, USS GOSS N 0 . 8 , USS BUTLER No.9, USS SIEVERLDG No.10 
and USS CAMPBELL No.11. 

1847 USS H ALLIGAN joined the screen. Adjusted to station No. 3 in a 
twelve ( 12 ) ahip circular screen. 

2 -Ihrtt 1?A2 

0035 USS HELM detached to proceed independently. Adjusted to station 
So. 3 in an eleven (11) ship screen. 

0813- Went alongside USS NANTAHEAL and fueled to capacity. 

0848 

0856 Resumed screening station. 

1047 USS HALLIGAN came alongside for transfer of mail. 

1449 Sighted mine on starboard bow, distance 500 yards. 

On orders of CTU 52.2.1 maneuvered to destroy mine by gunfire 

1509 — Pired on mine with 20 mo, 40mm batteries end*small arms. 

1622 

1623 - Sunk mine. Resumed former station'in soreen. Position of nine 

established as Latitude* 24 0 -27*-3"N» Longitude: 14D°-41'-7 H E. 

1638 Sent following visual report to CTU 52.2.1 concerning mined 
"MINE WAS ABOUT THIRTY SIX INCHES IN DIAMETER WITH SIX TO EIGHT 
HORNS X UUE COVERED WITH BjJDIACLES X HIT SEVERAL TIMES AND FAILED 
TO EXPLODE X AFTER BEING HIT A SUCK BSGaN TO FORM SIMILAR IN COLOR 
TO A DEPTH CHARGE SLICK X MINE FINALLY DISAPPEARED'*; 










3 VL'JICB 1945 (contd) 


2047 

2048 

2053 

2055 

2108 

2143 

2150 


Contacted unidentified p7*n* bearing l£4°(T) , range 27 Biles , 
closing. 




1826 


0432 

0045 

1303 


"Air Flash Bed", Formed disposition 5~V. 

"Bogie" dosed formation on course 340°(T), speed 220, 
"Bogie" passed over formation. 411 ships held fire* 

Lost contact with "bogie" bearing 340°(T), range 41 miles*. 
"''Air Flash l&ite". 

Formed Cruising disposition 5-8* 

4 March 1945 

Throughout the day screening carriers during normal oral sing 
and flight operations* 

OSS HELM joined the screen. Adjusted to station Ho* 3 in a 
twelve (12) ship screen. 

5 l^reh 1945 

0 

OSS HAU.IGAH detached to proceed independently. Adjusted to 
station Bo, 3 la an eleven (11) ship circular screen. 

• ' 

OSS E7ELL case alongside to receive mail* 

OSS HEIM came dongwide to deliver mail* 


1809 The following ship* left the disposition* TJSS TULAGI, USS MD0RE. 
USS GO So. USS SIjsv LriLluG, and US<^ CAl.fr' uiH* 

1819 USS HALLIGAN joined the soreen* Formed an eight (8) ship circular 
screen as follows* USS BULL (CosSoreen) Ho. 1* USS RQTTELL No.2, USS 
PAUL HAMILTON Ho. 3, USS HELM No. 4, USS 0'FLAEER.TY lb. 5, USS BUTLEE 
• Ho. 6, USS EDMONDS No. 7, and USS HALLIGAN Ho.8. 

6 MARCH 1945 

0030 In accordance with orders of C7U 52.2.1 to prooeeded .toivinini'y 
PD JTttA for procurement of rockets. 

0705 Arrived off PD JBIA preparatory to receiving rockets from USS 
LAEPOCD VICTORY. 

1130- Loaded rockets and rooket bodies. At 1741 had received aboard 

1741 238 (13c 5) rocket bodies, 462 (Mk 6) rocket bodies, and 735 (Lik l) 

rocket motors. Also received mail far ships of T.U. 52.2.1. 







s 



I 


4 



4 

M, 

' t MARCH 1945 (oentd) 

1900 Prooseded on Southwesterly course toward rendotvous with TU 52.2.1. 

1045 Joined TU 52*2.1. Assigned screening station Ho. 3 in «n oig^it (8)^*:^ 

■hip oiroular screen. Disposition now composed as follows* Escort ' • 
Carriers- USS HATOliA. BAY, U3S STEA.~R BAY, USS SARGENT BAY, USS PETROF "’Vl 

BAY, and USS *AKE ISLAND* Screen- USS RICHARD BULL No. 1, USS RICRuRD 
ROT«ELL Ho. 2, USS PAUL HAMILTON Ho. 3, USS HSI11 Ho. 4, USS 0*FLAHERTY 
Ho.5, USS BUTLER Ho. 6. USS EDMONDS Ho. 7, and USS HALLIGAN No.8. 

Formation and screen axis 000°(T). 

7 MARCH 1945 

0104 USS HELU departed to procesd on duty assigned. Formed seven (7) 

■hip seotor soreen. This ship assigned seotor B. 

0723- Alongside USS S JIGENT BAT. .Delivered 120 complete rooket assem- 

0820 blies and mail. 

X 

0735 USS O’FLAHERIA came alongside. Delivered to her mail for vario-ia 
ships of Task Unit- 

0858- Alongside USS SARGENT BAY. At 0947 had delivered 240 rocket bodies 

0947 end 248 rocket motors. 

0940 The following ships joined the Task Unitt USS TULAGI, USS MOORE, 

UBS G0J3, USS SISTERLIHG, and USS CAMPBELL. 


1028- Coexisted transfer of rockets to USS SARGENT BAY, having do live red 

1107 in total 550 ooaplete rooket aseomplies plus 6 rooket motors* 

« 

1105 USS HELM joined soreen. 

1154-..*" Alongside USS TULAOI. Delivered 230 rocket bodies, 83 rooket 
1253 motors, and mail. Cleared side for air operations. 

\ 

1329- Alongside USS TULAGI. Delivered 64 rocket bodiew and 183 rocket 
i 1417 motors. Cleared side far air operations, proceeding to screening 

i station Ho. 3 in a twelve (12) ship circular soreen. , 

i , . 

b 1602- Completed delivery of rookets to USS TUIAGI, having transferred, 66 

164" rooket bodies and 113 rooket motors. Total delivery to USS. TULAGI was 
? 350 rocket bodiea and 379 rocket motors. 

f 

1710- Rorumed screening station. Tho folioring ships were detached from 
1818 Tank Unit" to rpoceed on duty assigned* USS TULAGI, USS MOORE, USS 
CAMPBELL, USS 3IE7ERLIHG, and US3 GOSS* 


1710- Task Unit 52.2.1 now aaaposed as followsi USS HATOUA BAY, USS 
1818 STEAMER BAY, US 3 SARGENT BAY, US3 02 ISLAND, and U'SS PETROF BAY; 
(eontd) Screen in circular disposition- US3 BULL Ho. 1, U3SR0*ELL Ho. 2, 

USS PAUL H.J4ILTOil Ho.3, USS BUTLER Bo. 4, USS O'FLAHERTY Ho. 5, USS 
HALLIGAN No.8, USS EDMONDS Ho.7, and USS HELU Ho.8. 


USS Si' EAM Lk BAY, USS tiElM, and USS EIM0ND3 wcro detached to pro¬ 
ceed on duty assigned. Screen formed in six (6) seotors, this ship 
taking sector B. 


1845 


'}■ 








6 IKJtCH 1945 


0655 

1157- 

1255 

IMS- 

1421 

1440 

1830 


0736 


The following ships joinod Task Unit* USS IULAGI, USS MOORE, 

USS CAMPBELL, USS SIEVERLING, and USS GOSS. Formed a ten (lO) ship 
circular screen. This ship assigned station So. 3. Throughout 
the da/ various escorts fueling from the escort carriers. 

Fueled from USS NATOltA BAY. Chared side at 1255 for flight 
operations. 

Completed fueling from USS Hi.TOLL. ELY. 


Resumed screening station Ho. 3. 

The following ships wore detached from TU 52.2.1 to rpoceed on 
dut/ assignedi USS TUI^.GI, USS T 7 i ' » XK XSTA rlu, USS S-uLGEICT 3AY, UoS 
Tir 1 r.T.Tr..y: i USS O'FLAHZRTY, USS SI2VERLING, USS MOORE, USS" CAMPBELL, 
and USS HUEELL. Remaining vessels of screen formed screen No.53 
ahead of carriers with USS GOSS assigned station astern. USS PAUL 
HAMILTON in stat'on No. 1. 


9 1V.BCH 1945 


TU 52.2.1 joinod TU 62.2.2, forming oruising disposition 5-Rld. 
Disposition composed as follows! Escort Carriers - USS MAKIN ISL..PJ 
(F), USS PEIROF BAY, USS HATCEIA BAY, USS LUNGA POUT, USS RUDYARD AAf | 
eight (6) ship oiroular screen - USS GOSS **o.l, USS BUTLER No f 2, USS 
BULL No.3, USS PAUL HAMILTON No.4, USS STOCKTON NO.6, USS DENNIS 
No.6, USS HUTC3IH3 No.7, and USS EVANS No.8. Formation and screen 
axis 000°(T). 

The ships in this disposition proceeding on a Southerly oourse 
retiring from the objective to ULITEH, 

(NOTE» All times KING) 


\ 
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SECTION "BP' 
(BO COMMENT) 


SECTION "C“ 

Radio Log Spotting Circuit (32.6 Vs») 
for 

UFf Operation Eastern (preferred) Beaches 
1105-1306(King) 17 Feb. 1945 


TITS 

TO 


FROM 

1105 

Gigilo 

V 

Brazil 2 

1107 

Gabriel 

V 

Taffy 14 

uao 

Magellan 

V 

Mullet 1 -- 


Crazybone 

V 

Mullet 1 


Mullet 1 

V 

Crazybone 


Brasil 2 

V 

Rumpus 7 

1116 

Serpent 

V 

Jailbait 1 

1118 

Gigilo 9 

V 

Rumpus 7 

1120 

Magellan 

V 

Rumpus 7 

1122 

Serpent 

7 

Jailbait 2 

1123 

It n 

V 

H N 

1127 

n n 

V 

II II 

1130 

It e 

V 

II It 

113 D. 

n n 

V 

H It 

1133 

Crazybono 

V 

Serpent 

.1134 

Sefpettt 

7 

Crazybone.: 


Crazybone 

7 

Jailbait 2 

1137 

Serpent 

7 

Jailbait 2 

1143 

Mullet 1 

V 

Brazil 2 

1147 

Mullet 1 
Gigilo 9 • 

7 

Wealthy 

1152 

Serpent 

7 

Jailbait 2 

1153 

Mullet 1 

7 

Rumpus 7 

1155 

Serpent 

7 

Jailbait 2 

1156 

It H 

7 

Jailbait 4 


Crazybone 

r 

7 

Serpent 

e 

Crazybone 


Serpent . 

7 

1200 

Gabriel 

Mcrricac 

7 

Taffy 14 

1231 

Jailbait 1 

7 

Jailbait 2 


Serpent 

7 

Jailbait 4 

1202 

Serpent 

7 

Jailbait 2 

1204 

Magellan 

7 

Gigilo 9 


Run? 0 

7 

Mullet 1 


TRANSMISSIONS 


Relieve Swaai 3* 



We have been hit twice. 

We are drawing fire from 165 I heavy AA, 
Drawing fire from 165 T will take under 
fire. 

We are taking water forward - eend 
Gigilo 9 to replace Rumpus 7, 

Fire on 166 K, G, C« 

Hot Spot is by the green boats on the 
beaeh, 

Y/e have not eteering control. 

Air Burst in 166, Full salvo^ 

Automatic Fire in 166 G, 

Keep the God Damn guns firing, 

183 W 
183 V 

Your 40HM in water, 

Roger, Out, 

Request automatic fire 165 X, T, and 
166 P, 183U. 

Can you give me smoke 166 E, 

Cease fire. 

Retire go away from shore. 

Cease fire on snoke - Increase 5” on 
beach 

Engines knocked out - send tow immed¬ 
iately. 

Rapid fire in 166 C, v- r 

Is dark object in 165 J a fire control 

station. 

Please cover our dogs with automatic 
fire on beach, 

Wilco Out, 

Give us heavy automatic f4jpe on beaches 

We have Sopus Dog Alum 

Is dark circular object near hilltop 

in 165 J a fireoontrol station. 

Smoke in 166 G and H, 

Request orders.Mullet 1 does not need 
relief • 

Our light is out. 
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SECTION 


r - 

"C^ -(Continued) 



THEE 

TO 


from 

transmissions 

1205 

Gabriel 

7 

Taffy 14 

Request rapid fire on our beach. 

1206 

Serpent 

V 

Jailbait 2 

Saoke 166 G and H exc-'lent - give us 
snake in 166 C. 

1203 

Serpent 

V 

Jailbait 2 

Rapid fire. 

1212 

Magellan 

V 

Jailbait 1 

Scpua Dog White, 

1214 

Jailbait 1 
Jailbait 4 

7 

T 

Taffy 15 
Jailbait 2 

Return to Jailbird, 
fippua Die White. 

1218 

Jailbait 2 

V 

Serpent 

Do you need fire support in your area. 

1220 

Gigilo 9 

7 

Wealthy 3 

Get clear of that area. 

1220 

SankecrislllV 

7 

Taffy 14 

What is your position. 

1232 

Wealthy 3 

7 

Mullet 1 

We are alongside Puppy Dog, transferring 
casualties. 

1237 

Taffy 15 

7 

Jailbait 2 

We hare spotter. 

121+2 

flaailiit 2 

7 

Sankrist 2 

Will you ploase take the doggshbs**. 

1250 

Runpus 7 

7 

Taffy 15 

Have you any observers. 

1251 

Taffy 15 

7 

7 

Rumpus 7 
Jailbait 1 

Negative, 

Where is Mullet 1, 

1306 

All stations, all stations this circuit - We are securing this circuit. 
This is Magellan. 
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* UtU i U WA, W--I.W «*» / 

for 

(JUT Operation Western (alternate) Beachea 
1530-1745(King) 17 Feb, 1945. 
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TBffi 


TO 


FROtJ 

1530 

Cratybone 

V 

C&jaae 

1615 

Redwood'.l 

V 

Brazil 1 

1620 

Cratybone 

V 

Alameda 1 

1624 

H 

ft 

V 

ti ’ n 

1625 

II 

n 

7 

it n 

1627 

tl 

a" 

V 

« n 

1630 

It 

.ft 

V 

ft it 

1635 

II 

11 

V 

a it 

1637 

Redwood 

V 

Brazil 1 

- . . 

... 

jfirazybone 

V 

Alameda 1 

• 

Alameda 1 

V 

Crazybona 




V 

Brazil 

1642 

Cratybone 

V 

Alameda 1 

1644 

n 

ft 

V 

ti if 

1640 

n 

ft 

V 

it it 

1653 

« 

II 

V 

it it 

1654 

ft 

If 

V 

M N 

1655 

'-v. If 

ft 

V 

»« m 

1658 

w 

ft 

V 

n it 

.1659 

n 

ft 

V 

it if 

1700 

Redwood 

V 

Brazil 1 

‘1702 

Cratybone 

7 

Alameda 1 

1704 

II 

If 

V 

n ft 

1706 

II 

ft 

V 

it it 

1708 

19 

ft 

V 

ft it 


fl 

If 

V 

M it 

1710 

II 

ft 

V 

n n n 

1713 

II 

II 

V 

it n 

1714 

fl 

II 

V 

n n 

1715 

ft 

ft 

V 

ii n 

1716 

ft 

II 

V 

if ii 

1717 

ft 

ft 

V 

ft if 

1719 

tl 

VI 

V 

ft ft 

1722 

11 

ft 

V 

* 

/ M ft 

1726 

ft 

fl 

V 

1727 

19 

II 

V 

ft ft 

1728 

It 

fl 

V 

ft ft 

1729 

ft 

ft 

V 

ft II 

1730 

II 

ft 

7 

II ft 

1733 

ft 

n 

7 

It ft 

1735 

II 

11 

7 

ft ft 


If 

w 

7 

ft ft 

1740 

IV 

ft 

7 

ft ft 

1745 

ft 

ft 

7 

ft ft 


FAGS 


TRANSMISSIONS 

Blanket area 146 L, V, N* 

Put W.P, in areaa 198 F to 147 H. 

Target 163 !• 

Wait. 

Shota slightly high. 

Throw ehells in from beach 50 yards. 

Target at 163 S. 

You are doing all right. 

W.P. 3/4 way up Hot Rock, 
largot 163 H. 

Tfcht ia in the drink. 

Maintain way. 

Target at I 63 H. 

.On Target, 

Target destroyed# 

Target at 147 0 
Town 100. 

Believe tagget ia destroyed# 

Target at I 63 0. 

Down 100 - Right 100. 

Recovery Hour ia R Bour Plus 45. 

We have no immediate targets for you# 

Target at 181 U. 

Cancel last target, ' • 

Raise fire. We are going in now# 

Target at I 63 N 

Target 50 yards left of grounded plane, 

Oown 100. 

Down 100, 

On target# 

New target 50 yards left of old trrget. 

New target ia pillbox# 

Down 50, 

Target at I 63 R- Pill box*. 

Strafe Purple Beach with 4£2£i. 

Three pillbbxoe in area 100 jarda.left . 

Of grounded plan?*^ 

Down 50 «• Left 50# " r 

town 50. 
town 100, 

(Jp 50 - Left 500. 

Target at 163 R. . ■ 

Target 50 yards left of grounded planee, .. 

Down 50 

You are 200 yards out. 

We are securing, 

(ffl) CONFIDENTIAL i 

‘i 

T 



0 
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1 
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Fiee Support of 
1110-16C 

rm 

12 



1110 . 

Crazybone 

0 

7 

Constable 

1U5 

Crazybone ' 

7 

Sweoney 

1120 

Sweeney 

V 

Crazybone 

Crazybone 

7 

Sweeney 

1125 

Sweeney 

7 

Crazybone 

1130 

Crazybone 

7 

Sweeney 

U38 

Sweeney 

7 

Crazybone 

Crazybone 

7 

Sweoney 

1150 

R R 

7 

f if* 


•» 

7 

Crazybone 


tf ~ It 

7 

7 

Sweeney 

Crazybone 

1152 

w n 

7 

Sweeney 



7 

Crazybone 

1154 

If n 

7 

7 

Sweeney 

Crazybone 

1155 

» IV 

7 

Srpiony 



7 

Cranybone 


II It 

7 

Trojan 

1156 

• 

7 

Crazybone 

It II 

V 

Sweeney 


* 

7 

Crazybone 

U57 

* IT 

7 

0w£5£oyct-s 


if ' n 

V 

n n 

1159 

Sweeney 

v • 

Crazybone 

. 1 • *s) 

Crazybone 

V 

Sweeney 

l20O’> ‘ 

r n 

V 

n r 

1205 ' 

»- w 

ft H 

• 

V 

n r 



V 

Crazybone 

1206 

It R 

V 

Sweeney 

1207 

ft It 

V 

N H 

1206 

. R It 

7 

n » " 


Leg Spotting Circuit (4260 Mgs) 
for 

-nding on ITO JZUA ISLAND. 
King) 19 Feb. 1945. 


1209 

1210 
1211 


1212 

1213 

1214 


« 

■ 

R 


R 

R 

R 


R n 

« R 

R R 


V 

V 

V 


V 

V 

V 

V 


R R 
R R 
R R 


R N 

n R 
r n 


TR/.rstrrssiors 

Last target 183 I - Sweeney now in control 
over this circuit, in addition we wex* 
firing at target 166 D. 

Situation aa follower troope coming *n 
bcc;ch toward 166 H we have been rrr .'\ — 
ing fire from cliff. 

Wilco Out. 

Let mo know when you are in pos'’ to 
fire. 

He are in position, we will fire r- 
cedes. 2 gun salvos unless otherwise 
flirteted. 

Target 166 D, N, W quarter use AA Common* 
Wilco 

No change, use all guns, can't pick up 
your shots in smoke. 

No change, left 500. 

Wilco out. 

No.change up 500, 3 salvos. ■ 

Wilco out. 

Have you relieved Constable 
Affirmative. 

Standby for new target/ 

Wilco out. 

Are you in contact with C 253? *• 

Negative.- 
Target at 183 R« 

Roger out. 

Target 183 R use email AA. '. 

Wilco out •*- 

cCa'^cMnge 5 salvos rapid fire. . < t "* 

C 253 a casualty as was C 250.' • 

We have opened fire in water. 

Fire in water is from LVT with 75MU 
6ease firing, standby . 

Standby for target designation. Target 
at 166 D» Dae AA Common. Connence ; 
firing. 

Wilco out. 

Up 500 no change. 

No change right 500. 

Up 200,.left 200, 3 salvos. Down 300 
no change. 

Beautiful right in the old bucket. 

No change - repeat fire. 

Down 100 no change,. Tou knocked the 
cover off & shit full of pillboxas over 
there* 

No change left 200, 3 ealwos, ;> 

No change right 100. ; '■“* 

Check fire. 

Front line troops are arTronimutely on 
bow of the 3rd LSit going east to west 
on target 166 B. 
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2254 

Crazybone 
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Sweeney 
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Crazybone 
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Harlem 1 
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Sweeney 
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Sweeney 

V 

Harlem 1 
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Sweeney 

1304' 

Sweeney 

V 

Harlem 


TffAKSlgSSIQMS 


No change left 200. 

Up 200 no chango. 

No change — no change. 

No change* Repeat with 5 salvos. 

Check fire. 

No change left 200. 

Repeat last salvo with 2 guns only. 

Are you firing in 183 R * Enemy tanks in 
that area* Can you carry out that r d .t. f ri h r X . 


’ I will give you a spot that will put you 
at the road junction. 

Dorn 100 Right 300. 

No change right 506 . 

Up 800 no change. 

No change 5ighiv40O 3 salvos. 

No change 5 salvos rapid fire. 

Cheek fire - Cease fire stand by for a«*r< 
target« 

Can you observe where the 40UM ic • • ' nv 
into the cliff at 186 D? 

Affirmative. 

Take under fire, 

Tou bogs are doing some nice shoe Li 
over there. Keep it up. 

There are a number of small pillboxeB 
along the east side of cliff 100 yards. 
Down!200, No change. 

Dorn 100. No change. 

No change. Right 200 . 

Up 1000. No change. 

No change. Right 500. 

Cease firing. 

From observation, front line troops hava 
etoppedoexpecting 5th Division to swing 
around. No further firing for 15 minutes. 
Roger out. 

Trying to contact SWUUST - advise him 
that air observer reports that 20 NLI 
battery in areas 202 T and 1/ If you can 
Observe take action. 

(Relayed above to Sweeney). 

Can not observe 2 Q 111 fire 202 T and ?• 
Targot 183 A, B, C, H, I, J. 

Can work over areas 163 W, X, Y and 166 
C, D, and E. 

Keep working on your areas. You and 
Crazybone are doing a fine Job, We arc 
keeping a listening watch on this circuit. 
Keep up your good work. 
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Radio Log Spotting Circuit (4260 Ugs.) Cont’d 


transmissions 


Can you give up a bird. 

Will try. 

Target at 166 E northweat corner appears 
to bo enomy mortar tiro coming from that 
aroa. Us® full salvo AA common. 

Urgent targot that is firing on boats. 

Am firing at him with 

Ho change right 1000, *■ 

No change repeat, fire, "'o . 

Up 300 no change S salvos % K-f ‘. • 

Check fire - Give me an up 50Q. 

No change. 

Down 200 3 salvos. V. "*• 

No change right 400. ‘’ - >. K 

No change 3 salvos. : - Wi 

Cease fire stand by. 

Your last fire was very effective. There 
is a ledge in front of the caye tnfct 
hinders your f^re, but s^iestroyer qn your 
port quarter i$ puttingvtisom right in there. 
Target at 183 I# J, and 0; If you can 
see it fire at base and top, ■",* 

We will take under fire. 
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Crazybone 


Target at 166 E use AA Common full gun 
salvo. 

No chango up 400. 

Up 800 no change. 

No change left 200 2 salvos. 

No chango left 200, 

No change left 200 2 salvos. 

Down 200 right 400. 

No change use 2 gunoaalvoa. 

Up 200 left 400 2 salvos. 

Up 200 l«ft 200 2 salvos. 

Up $00 ioithange 1 salvos 
No change. 

Down 500 Right 300 2 gun salvos. 

Up 200 right 200. Check fire. Can you 
give ma a full gun salvo firing W.P? 
Wiloo out. 

There are no changoa. 

No charges 

O.K. up 200 right 200 2 salvos. 

When finished present mission place 
fire at 164 W - possible gun position. 
Am going after aaccuniticn can yoy take 
184 W under fire yourself? 

Affirmative, 
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tRAKSHISSIOKS 

Can you contact 0 250 and get front line 
positions from him and time they were 
reported. 

You're doing 6.K. 

Cease fire. 

Obaerve if yoy can areas 184 P#Q»R#S and 
T possible mortar. 

Watch position it front line troopa and 
when they begin to move lay down a 
barrage about 500 in front, of them and 
make it about 3 salvos per minute. 

. . Rkquebt! info'ej to'whethferranjT LOI are 
firing from your vicinity. 

We have no LCI in our area. We have 
4 lobsters that will stand by all night 
and I have controllof them.. 

Ask if any of his lobsters are firing 
at present. 

Lobster are firing with 40KM and 20111 
on caves in cliff also have rockets 
available for rocket in area beyond 
cliff. Have made 4 successful rackets 
runs. 

Request info as to whether or not I 
should prepare night illumination for 
troops in my sector^ 

Affirmative. 

(Relayed above message Harl'.-a ? 

0 250). 

Sur-oot you contact 0'25^regarding that. 
Ack him what time will be the latest 
to relay info to 0250 regarding illumin¬ 
ation fires. Tie can.jjot prepare illunlrv- 
ation until we have position of troops. 
Have you been able to contact Q253? 
Negative. 

Sweeney is' 6253 he is replaceaenV. for 
original 0253. 

Will you be imposition to fire iHumin- v 
ation fire in our sector? 

Wo espect to be rolievod before night — 
our relief should be in position. 

Target at southeast corner 183 E. Use 
2 gun W.P. use Aa Cocoon. 

No changes — Repeat salvo. 

Up 400 No change. 

168 Up .200 - right 400. 

Send 2 W.P. alone. 

Down 100 right 200. 

No change. 

No change left 100. 

Almost on target. Down 50 right 75i 
No change. 

No change rapid fire 2 salvos. 





1552 

Strafford 168 7 

Spltwad 

We have been unable to watch with you- 
what area are you covering? 

1553 

V 

Crazybone 

Ready over. 

1554 

Crazybone 7 

Sweeney 

Wait. 


7 

Privateer 

Ho change up 300. Rapid fire. 


7 

Crazybone 

Fire - Salvo. 

1555 

V 

Spltwad 

What area are you covering? 

1556 

Dolly 6 7 

Sweeney 

Did not receive your message. 

1557 

« 7 

N ft 

Come back to east side of I Beach and 
stand by for further fire._ 

1558 

Strafford 168 V 

Crazybone 

Do you have spot for us? 


Ctazybone 7 

Stratford 168 Your last berth around area. I am 
unable to give any results. 

1600 

Crazybona V 

Sweeney 

What was Strafford 168 last message. Did 
he say what part was not covered. 

Stratfor 168 7 

Sweeney 

Are you satified last target was covered. 


7 

Stratford 168 Three (3) salvos hit target. I went down th 




there and it had been worked over satis¬ 




factory. I am working on new target. 

1601 

7 

S.'ioeney 

Continue your work. 

Crazybono 7 

Swoeney 

Stand by for now target. 

1602 

Stratford 168 7 

Sweeney 

Can you observe any activity alo*ig ror d 
in areas 183 R» T, Si We had rept t that 


^ Crazybone 7 


there ware tanks in that area.' 

1603 

Sweeney 

Check firs. 

1604 

Sweeney 7 

Crazybone 

I have been directed t6 leave this 
• station for another mission. 

1605 

Crazybona 7 

Sweeney 

Thank you for your fire* Damn Good. 
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FERFOlSiAKCE OF CFU OSEItSSB MiTT^IM, AlfD E3J IPISST 


1« The performance of all ordnance quipsmt and material was 
•xoellcnt with only two (2) minor material casualties boing experienced. 
These casualties are listed and dleousacd in a subsequent paragraph. 

The Mark I, Mod 7 Computer functioned quite creditably when firing 1200 
f.s. reduced charges, although high angles of elevation were not encou-. 
ared and no comments can be made in that respeot. At olose ranges (3GCJ 
to 6000 yards) hits were obtained repeatedly, both in direct and indirect 
fire. 




2 . 


(a) The total ammunition expended for the operation by type 

was as followsi 


(1) 6"/S8 .. ... .. . .-?• 

k/k Common proj— (Me 29'Mod 2 P.D.iMos*.FtfsaJ.f7S8 

• ■ * (Me 16 M.T.F.).49 

*hite Phosporous.... .....79 

Star shells . .‘21 

SmoJcoless Powder (2600 f.s.)...... 267 

Flashiest Powder.(2600.f.s.). 21 

Smokeless Powdor (120u f.s.)...•..•••....••.•••599 

(2) 40121 

SXl...... 4068 rounds 

H.E.I.T............ 600 rounds 


(b) Since this vessel did not fire utilising a "Radar Beacon" 
ostabliahed on tha beach by SFCP, the FD radar was not em- 
ployod. The SG was extensively used to determino and fix 
tho ship's position in conjunotion with visual bearings, 
■"ith i 10 firing vossol being maintained as noarly station-, 
ary as ;-03sihlo, no great problem was involved, although 
it wus ,'ound necessary to oontinu&lly plot tho ship in 
due to tho current's sot sod drift plus tho maneuvering 
nocossary to maintain the ship on station. One of tho 
most important factors in accuratoly fixing a ship's pos¬ 
ition in those instances whore visual cuts are obtainable 
is propor communication between the bridge stations and 
Combat. 


S. The normal gunnery communication cirouits available consist of 
the 41JS, 1J 1 ", and the JA • speaking striotly of those circuits normally • 
manned between Plot, Combat, and Control. For tho fire support of the 
Ondsrwater Demolition Teams and tho shoro bombardment on Dog Day a slight 
variation was made in circuits manned and porsoimel manning them. It is 
thought that the following telephono communication set-up merits atten¬ 
tion in that it has provodn it will work. Othor variations are known to 
exist, and oach has its advantagos and disadvantages which must bo care¬ 
fully woig hod by tho individual ship before solocting ono as its working 
model. Tho tolephono eesssmieaticJi system employed consisted of tho fol¬ 
lowing 


1 
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mrorawra C 7 ORDHAICd A3P EQUIPMENT (continuod ) 

(*) T«o (2) talkers (tho CQ^ and qjllo) manning JO phones, ooo 
at oaeh polerus. 

(b) Tho surface plotter tn^ rcoordor in Combat Banning JU phonos* 

(o) The Gunnery Liaecn Officer in Corbet no tho 4iJ3 oircuit with 
Computor Operator in Plot* Rangofinder, FL Radar Bangs ^or¬ 
ator and Gunaory Offioer in Control* 

(d) A ho other gunnery circuit* r cm in ad unchangod, with target •• 
boaring in "lndiroct fire" boing pasted error tho 1J 1 " cir*"v 
cult by tho Plotting Soon Offioer to tho Director Trainer. 

4* The Havigetor remained on tho bridge utilising ths COM and QJ£lo 
for bearinga as desired* In this.rospoct ono point was established before* 
bond* that being to wiiioh party had priority over the ^Quartermaster Talk¬ 
er's services. Top priority was given to Combat by the Cotcnnding Officer* 
*lth any vessel employing a similar system this fnotor oust be decided 
upon and dearly understood by all parties involved. The t&lkors* who had 
previoual been briefed and given a sketch of the island with landmarks 
d^s'red and labeled points ABLE, BAKER, CHARLIE* etc.* right and left tar- 
gol.o of "X", oto.i boing previously designated* took and transmitted bear¬ 
inga to tho Surface Recorder and Plotter who "out in" the ship continually. 
The gunnery grid charts wore used, and by reference to them the Gunnery 
Liason Officer and Surf oo Plotter "picked off" designated targets, and 
provided the necessary gunnory information over the 41JS circuit* to Plot 
and Control. Resulta Tore highly satisfactory. 

6. The control of fire wns naturally still vetted in Control vdth 
the Gunnery Officer maintaining absolute control over his battery. Estab¬ 
lished SFC procedures woro followed; and in those instances in which a VOF 
Spotter was firing the ship, the ship reported "ready" by voioo radio to 
the VOF spotter and fired on the Spotters signal. The fire disoiplino 
was very good. . 

8. The gunnery wns effeotive* producing soveral direct hits* and 
adequately neutrrlizing assigned areas. Coll fires were delivered as 
called for by UDT and SFCP spotters. More dotailod results are givon in 
the Radio Log for Call Fire and Roport of Enony Damage in |?art V. ' T. . 

7. The only material casualties sustained were one broken set of 
4Qem extractors which wore ohangod while the other guns continued firing, 
and the breech blook on Gun to. Three 5"/38 failing to fully close a few 
timed due to insufficient spring tension on the breech blook operating 
spring. 


,_8. In connection with treining it is oonsidered advisable to drill 
gun.crews constantly in opening the plug by hand to eject an empty oaso when 
firlngfroduced charges, as only one (1) round out of five hundred ninety nine 
(59^) ejected itself. Sufficient recoil is not obtained with tho 1200 f.s. 
Charge. In all iastonoes, however, it is gratifying to report that the salvo 
latch was trippo d and no deoisions had to be made as to whether or not the 
pus had fired, 

9. *hen a ship has information that it will fire a shore bombardment 
csing different types of pwdor and projeotiles it is nocossary that tho stow¬ 
age problem be given do..p consideration, and ammunition spotted beforohand 
in order to be able to supply any typo oalM for by the SFCP. Floating Room 
crows must also be trained and drilled thoroughly in the different set-ups 
required on tho oomputer. In this respect it is thought advisable to oonputo 
jour own ballistics from OP 1285 (Range Table for 5"/38 calibor gun -1200 
JV». 1,7.) rather than use those given in DIB 3-44. 
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G2U! BC2iRDZ3T PR0C33RB (CoatM) 


It should bo mentioned hero that navigational as 

replied to FICT proved scrsxhat innceruratcodiiiins tho UDT o£f 

tho Eastern (prcTcrrod) Coaches. Enngos ware short 1 a two instances and 
tie £.111 c? chst was obeervod in the water, On tho cthc^ hand * off the 
Thiuora (al»3mato) Fcechos sot-ups wore good. This natter haa boca 
•tailed and it io hollered that these inacurraiies off tho Eastern Beaches 
were das tb CieCiaot that clear tangents or points were cot a-railhblo'as 
vieus.1 hcerlrgs ond clniraa radar ranges wore tahen on batches that wore 
not easily reoegaiaohla en tho screen of tho SQ Radar. 


€Ct tho Eastern Beaches radar ranges and bearings en wall islands gave an a 
accurate position. Proa the experience gained on tho Eastern Boachos en 
Dcj nlnus two day, no difficulty was experienced on Dog Day in keeping tho 
position of tho Ship plotted in accurately at all times. 
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He battle damage was sustained by this Ttutl. 

SECTION •B" 


BATTLE DA?aCE TO ENEMY 

1* The assignment of damage inflioted on the enemy during the 
Underwater Demolition Team Operations on Dog-ninus-two(2) Day and the Fire 
Support for Landing Operation on Dog Day is very difficult and indefinite. 
Both of these notions were coring rery fast with frequent shifts in targets 
by the controlling spotter (SFCP or UDT Spotter) using radical spots and 
not designating the target taken under fire* No attempt ms mado to olirify 
this situations* the -spotting eiroults were already overloadod and any 
atterpt to obtain definite target information and damage assessment did not 
seen justifiable voider the oiroumstanoes* The primary mission of this ship 
was to deliver the fire oalled for ss quiekly and aoourately as possible* 
Data was token when possible. 

2* For the Underwater Demolition Team Operation the Gunnery Depart¬ 
ment and Ccnbat Information Center cade an intenslro study of target area 
assigned to this ship* For the eastern or proferred landing beaches* BLUE 
ONE, -was our seotor* For the Fes-torn or alternate landing be&ohea, PURPLE 
OLE* end right flack* was assigned to us. From the Intolllgonse Material 
available all possible targots In the areas assigned wore listod. With 
this target data and arramitioa allowance in conjunction with tho time 
sohodulo of the UDT operation* a fire schedule was made up to give the 
desired eovor for tho Underwator Demolition Toon end to lnfliot as such 
damage as possiblo to the enomy. Provisions were made in tho fire sched¬ 
ule to answer call fires and ammunition was set aside for firing call firo. 
If the firo sohodulo wao intorruptod by call firo* it was rosunod when tho 
UDT epottor had no suitable targets or targets causing interferonoo with 
their operations. 

3* The Fire Support for Lending Operations on Dog Day was all oall 
fire. Most of the targets token under fire wore designated areas with 
shifts by radiool spots. In a few instrnoes the SFCP indioated a definite 
target and tho results of tho firing* 

■r 4, The following forms are the best analysis of the Underwater Dem- 
-oliticn Operations and Fire Support for Landing Operations that oan be given 
from the data available* The forms indicate when the ammunition was dir¬ 
ected- t-^d no assossment of dyage is made unless were observed by the spot- 
tors ^a'bijard ship* Included is the night harrassaent fire (starshells) for 
infersdticn. 










NIC ffT HAERAS5M5NT FIRS - COG MINUS THRUl/DOG f.uGUS TV.Q NIGHT 


TIMS DESCRIPTION OF TARGET (SPECIF": 

DESTRUCTION OR N2UTRALI2ATI0W) 


7-iXGF. (SPECIFY 
DIRECT OR IIIDIRLCT) 


CALIBER 


NO. HITS 
NO.RDS 
FIRED 


PROJ. 

Fl/ZS 


0202 IDTOYAHA AIRFIELD #2 - Harrassin 


0203 

0209" 

©226* 

Or?r 


0230 
02A8_ 

. 0252 
0310' 
O 33 TT 

c mr~ 

£T*0~ 
Q>-;7 “ 
C3^r~ 

0i:.27 . 

0513^ 
0533 

0514 

0515" 


- Harras^ing 
ToiuY'/iiiTtWriLD ^TF^-'TX" 
TOTOYALIA' AIRFIELD ~#T -~ w 
Til £ei":CE1T 

~toiet r eact ~# 2 


V,H1T P ' BEACH #2 

“BRrA'.irB^cf: ir_ 

I'OTOYAift itIRFIELD $Y" " 
HtTOli*-. AIRFIELD n ." 

*MLX'EEIC02 


o 



“HKPLETBESCH'j?!"' 

KEPLE BEACH #1 
"iSOTOYAL. ijRFiELB #2 

* 0R£K C£T DEACH '#1. 

“EOiOYi^i'AIEFlEij: #1 

“UCKGS'E£DH~ if2 . . 

rrroYjJi'. airfield '#2 

KjiOIAliA 'jjPe iLCD~?- : 2 « _ " _ •« * 

CENT?® OF ORANGE LAACHBS #1 A #2* ;•<' 7 Tit.* 

_HQcr.a.8.s^J3g . .. J___ 

CENTER OF BROW BEACHES #1 & #2 

__ _.iVrragglng.-.—. 

OF B3CFAN §2 and PURPLE #2 
BEACHES — Uarraasing 


NOTE: 


No data recorded in regard 
to ranges at? which individ¬ 
ual stars were fired- Aver¬ 
age advance range was in 
7500-6000 yd range band. 


_ .. 

Illumination was good with 
excellent performance of 
elarshells. At no time was 
enemy activity observed. 
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UNDER WATER DEiiOLITION TEAM OPERATION - (BURNING) COG MINUS TWO hi .Y 
. ON EXTERN (PREFERRED) BEECHES 


TIKE TO DESCRIPTION OF TARGET (SPECIFY 

FROM_DESTRUCTION OR NEUTRALIZATION 


Ri.NGE (SPECIFY C;.LISE:,. 

DIRECT OR INDIRECT 


NO. HITS 
NO. ROUNDS FIR Ft) 


1052 14-1100 . Boats In 166-H - Destruction 


Direct 


• 5 m /38 


1110 Areas 165-Y to 165-T Neutralization Indirect 


5"/3C 


12 rds fired. Small caliber Auto. 
wea p on and sniper fire tempi. -stlclFcd ' 

‘12 rds fired. No hits rptd or obsvd. t' 


liio ' 1115 area 165-Y - Neutralization 


Direct 


5“/38 


1115 1125 Areas l65-k> 165-P - Neutralization -Direct 

t 

j 5"/38 

8 rds firedi Ho results rptd or obsvd.j 
Gunboats receiving little to no countei 
fire from BLUE #1 at /\fs tine t 

1125 ! 1135 • Green Boats in 1661, l 66 ff_D§structi 6 n:-Direct 

e ' 

- - . 1 - . - ■ . - _ _ - - - - - - - - 

5"/38 

12 rds fired. Some sniper and auto. j 

fire silenced at least temporarily. j 

1135 1 1139 Areas 1651, I 65 Y, 165T • Direct 3200-3400 yds 

Neutral}, zation 

UOaa 

220 rds fired.approx. No nits rptd 

or observed. 

1135 : 1139 Pillbox 165Y (299A-Assigned Target #)lndirect 

^ L _ Pillbox 16$?'C$9. Assigned Target Indirect 

' Destruction 

5»/38 
. 5"/3<L... 

4 rds fired) no results observed 1 

4 rds fired) or reported 

1139 ’’ 1145 Area 166E with W.P. Neutralizat: on Indirect - 2800 yds ‘ 5"/38 

« 

♦ : 1 

10 rds fired. Blanketed with smoke 
that section of area beyond beach 
cliff. 

1145 | 1200 Area 166E - Neutralization * Direct j 5"/38 

1 

15 rds fired. Covered with smoke beach 
cliffs- temp, silenced light Auto, 
and sniper fire. 1 

1156 i 1235 * BLUE #1 BEACH - Neutralization : :.irect - 2600-2800 yds , 40mm 

, . • t 

No results observed or reported 

No data rounds fired. ! 

1200 ; 1228 * Pillbox 166K (Target # 320 ) •* ^ > Indirect 

Pillbox 1653 (Target #289) ‘ Indirect | 

< Destruction 5 

Counter-Battery fire - light Auto Direct 

sniper fire and possibly mortar fire 1 

in beac) areas along BLUE 1 and EL IE 

2 Beaches - Neutralization 

5"/38 • 4 rds fired) No results observed or j 
5"/38 1 4 rds fired) reported j 

1 ! 
5 w /38 ) 23 rds fired. Some auto sniper fire 

j permanently silenced'?, temporary 
j neutralization by observation 


6 rds fired. Auto and sniper fire 


(Continued on next page) 
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U TERTA.TER nSi-OLITION TEAM 0PER<.T7'0N (rtORHIKC-y - co.tl:.-d) 


tils 

frjsaa. 


10 pESCHIPTICN OF TART . .. ATI 
EESTRUCTICN OR 


RANGE (SPECIFY 
IRECT OR IN IRECT) 


CALIBER 


* 1228 1245 

i 


W.P, Interspersed with A-.C in Areas 
1B3 and 164 - Neutralization 


Indirect - with occas«c-r 5"/38 
ional direct spots - , 

2200-3000 yards . 


NOTES: (l) *{ asterisks) indicate call fires 


NO. y.7.?S 

NO. RCUN S FIRE- 


30 rds fired - no results observ¬ 
ed or reported. It is possible 
that smoke was effeotive in silen¬ 
cing a major calibGr gun apparent* 1 
ly located in one Of these two 

areas 


(2) Where no ranges are given, accurate 
recorded data is not available* 


A total of 2750 rounds of 40mm HET and 500 rounds 40mm HEIT ammo was expended in 
neutralising fire on BLU3 ft 1 BEACH, Boat Basin, and in counter-battery fire* 
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or- theeti/x 


UN'nH.'.TER ’J51PLITI0K TE..H CP~Il.TIC:J w-ETERECCN) TOG dINUS T?;0 BAY ON WESTERN (.ALTERNATE) 3EAC1 


TIME 

Frol 

TO 

DESCRIPTION OF TARGET (SPECIFY) 
DESTRUCTION OR NEUTRiXIZATION) 

RANGE (SPECIFY * 

DIRECT OR INDIRECT. 

C..LIBER 

NO. HITS 

NO. ROUNDS FIRED 

1515 

1529 

Beach area of 163 - Neutralization 

Indirect 

5"/3 8 

10 rds fired. No results obseri 
or reported. 

*1529 

1540 

Areas 164L, l64H, l64N-Neutraliz&tiohc 

Indirect — Average range 
2700 yards 

5"/38 

12 rds fired. No. results obsen 
or reported. 

1540 

1555 

Beach Area 147 - Neutralization 

indirect 

5«/38 

4 rds fired. No results obsen 
or reported. 

1555 

1605 

Pinpointed targets -Destruction _s 

(1) coveret artiller emplacement in 
163«T (target serial No. 225) 

(2) Open artillery emplacement in 

16317 (target serial No. 226 ) 

(3) Pill box in I 63 VJ (target ser.#224) 

(4) Pill box in I 63 R South 

(5) rill box in 163R Center 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

5"/3 8 
5"/38 

5"/3 8 

5 M /38 

5”/38 

5"/38 

2 rds fired. No results cbser\ 
or reported. 

nun n 

hum it 

11 II It H 

n it it n 

*1615 

i 

1619 

| 

Area betw« n 198F and 147H - Neutral¬ 
ization with W.P. 

Indirect 2800-3000.-yards 

5 rt /38 

29 rds fired. Beach area of 
PURPLE ONE down to 147H was 
blajiketed with 5 salvos of T7.F 
and during the remainder of thl 
period whenever smoke had clear 
away a 'T.P. salvo was placed in 
this area in order to maintain 
neutralization 

'll 

* 

1621 

Pill box in I 63 I - Destruction 

Indirect - 2900 yarus 

5“/38 

4 rds fired. j&.' results observ 
or reported 

*1627 

1635 

artillery replacement in 1633 
Destruction 

Indirect - 2500 yards 

5”/38 

6 rds fired# No results observe 
or reported. Spotter reports sh 
doing alright. 

*1635 

• * ' 

1640 

Area 3/4 of way up Mt. Suribachi 
Neutralization With W.P. 

Indirect followed by direci 
spots - 1600 yards 

5”/38 

6 rds fired. No results other 
than bursts of W.P. in deslgnati 
areas. 

1640 

1642 

f 

Target (not designated) in I 63 H 
Destruction 

Indirect 

5*738 

4 rds fired. No results observe 1 
or reported. 


(continued on next prge) 






















































UjIB^.ATTR x&LfOLITICN TZJ.Lj OPERATION (AITSRhOON) (Continued) 


Tn^ TO BFSCRIPTTCN OF TARGET (SPECIFY RANGE ( SPECIFY CALIBER NO. HITS 

Yujj IESTRUCTICH OR NSUTRALIZivTIOfO ‘ DIRECT OR INDIRECT)_ WO. ROUNDS PIPED 


K AV .>*<4 

«1642 

1648 

Target (net designated) in I63H 
Destruction 

» Indirect - 2275 yards 1 5»/38 

• 

• 

}4 rds fired. Spotter observed HI' 
with first salvo and destruction 

of target /ft~r second colvos. 

1 Us 

1652 

iiaebine gun in I63R Northeast - Des- 

tnwtion _ _ 

Indirect 

S 

CO 

4 rds fired. Ho rosults observed 
or reoorted. 

*1652 

1655 

V&rgot (ni>t designated) in 147-0 
Destruction. 

Indirect - 1880 yards 

5«»/38 .6 rds fired. Spotter believed tai 

got destroyed on second salvo Afl 
| initial donn 100 yd spot. 

■*1657j 1702" 

Target (net designated) in 1^3-0 

Is’* -ration - -- J 

Indirect - 2150 yards 

5"/38 i 6 rds fired. No results observed 
.'or reported f 

17WO705 

Artillery ecplaccaent in 163-3 
'Irr 't rorJial f?0 3)- Destruction 

Indirect 

5"/38 j4 rds fired. No results observed 

’or reported. 

*1705 1706 

Turret (net designated) in 181-V 

Dr—fcru rt t 

j Indirect - 2600 yds 

5 N /38 (4 rds fired. No results observed 

•or reported. 

*1707 1 1703 

1 

'largot (Let designated ) in I63-H 

Destru.iti.cn 

Indirect - 2080 yds 

5 w /38 j 4 rdo fired. No results observed 
jor reported 

*1708 

1714 

Target (not designated 50 yds left of 
grounded plana (I63W) Destruction 

Direct - 1800 yds 

5"/38 ; 8 rdo fired. Third salvo observed 

jto HIT Pillbox (target taken by 
j this rhip 

*1714 

1718 

Pill box 50 yds left of old target 

Iastruction 

• 

Direct. (offset spot) 

1600 yards 

5"/3^ !4 rds fired. After on initial W?. 

j 50 yds spot p spotter shifted to n 
Itarpot in area 163 R. 

*3718 

1720 

Pill box in 163 R - Fes true t ion ! Indirect - 1900 yds | 5"/38 

1 

2 rds fired. No results observej 

or remrtod 

^1719 

172T 

Area PURPLE CUE BEACH- instruction ^ 

Direct - 1600 yds 1 40mm 

i 

No results observed or reported.* 

No accurate data on nrarap expended 
in this area. 

17 & 

9 

/ 

1728 

j 

; 

Pinpointed targets t Destruction 

! (1) Pill box 1633 (Target oer. #210) 

(2) Pill Wx 1633 North-Northwest 

(3) Auto A/A 1633 (Target ser. #211) • 

(4) Auto A/A 163S (Target oer. #;EL2) 
iil Wll WxJ- 633 (Target eer. fay?) 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indiroct ‘ 

Indirect ‘ < • l 

Indirect 

Indirect ,* 

5"/38 

5 M /38 
5 tt /38 
5”/38 
5"/38 : “ ’ 

2 rounds fired) No result# 

2 rounds fired) 

2 rounds fired) observed 

4 founds fired) 

2 rouir v j fired) or reported 


(continued next page) 
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TO r>‘ 5CRIPTK N OF TARGET (SPECIFY 
_ :.. r 5TRUCTIC N OR HBUTR. LIZ/iTIC N ) 


UIEI1R::;.T:.R :l..,O IIT ICM TEst-i OPFRaTIOM (AFTERNOOM) (continued ) 

CrXIfllLR 


RANGE (SPECIFY 
? IR1CT OR i;; IR'J 


'LL 


HO. HITS 

r:o. rouw s fir si. 


»i723j 


* 1730;1732 

je 


I73O Three pillboxes in area 100 yds left J • 

of ground* d plano(in 163**) r eatruction [Indire c t - 2200 yards • SVlS 


*1732 


Pill box in I63R - destruction 


'Indirect - 2030 yards j 5".38 


1738 Target (nc designated) 50 yds left 
j and 50 yds down from grounded plane- 

ty struct icn 


Indirect - 2400 yards 


8 rds fired. Wo results oboervx 
or roportodi . . ■ • • • 

2 rds fired* Wo results observsd 
or reported. Received nothing do 
on this t afrY : t from spotter. 


5"/38 ; 4 rds fired* Wo results observed 

• or reported* One 6pot made- r 0WJl 
^ 50 yards, . . 


o 


1738 


1749 


1 


-749:1753 


Pin point*d targets* Destruction 
{1) Anti-lank gun in I63N 

(Target serial #194) 

(2) Auto 1/A in 163-0(Target ser.#l96) 
(3JPill box in I63N (Target ser.#195A) 
(4)Pill box in I63N (Target ser.#195B) 
(5JPill box in I63N (Target ser.#192) 

(6) Pill box in 163N (Target ser.#19l) 

(7) Open Artillery emplacement in 

147C (Target ser. #62) 

(0)Open Artillery emplacement-' in 
147C (Target eer. #63) 

(9)Covereri Artillery emplacement in 
1'7R (Trrr-it ser. </7l) 


Indirect 

.'indirect 

Indirect 

{Indirect 

[Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 


Indirect 

Indirect 


5"/38 

• 2 rds fired 
< 


5"/38 

' 2 rds fired 


5 w /38 

. 2 rds fired 


5"/38 

' 2 rds fired 

NO RESULTS 

5"/38 

5"/a8 

5"/38 

! 2 rds fired 
• 2 res fired 
, 2 rds fired 

OBSmVED OR 


REPORTED 

5 rt /38 

2 rds fired 


5 M /38 

2 rds fired 



Beech arc* I63 and 147* neutralisation Indirect 


5"/38 6 rds fired* Wo results observed 

or reported, 


'*DTES» 


(!) 

( 2 ) 


* (asterlks) indicate call firee* 
Where no ranges are given, accurate 
recorded data ie not available* 


A Total of 1350 rounds HET 40cm and 300 rounds HEIT 40 an was 
expended in neutralizing fire on PURPLE CNE BEACH and Flank* 






































FIRE SUPPORT FOR LANDING OPERATIONS - DOG l-X 


T JJS TO BE3CRIPTI01 OF TARCET (SPECIFY RANGE (SPECIFY CALIBER KO. KITS 

FROM IT.3TRUCTIOr OR KEUIIRALIZATION_DIRECT CR INDIRECT'NO.. FIT EM TIRED. 


1144 

1153 

Target (not de 3 ignated)N.W. corner of 
166-D - Deotruetion 

Indirect - 2750 yards 

SPOTS) No change-44 500 -0 

No change -5 gun salvo 
No change-L 500 

No chnn'To-Up 500 

; 55/38. 

1 !T.3; LEta ‘vai -.•' 

fired* 

1157 

1159 

forgot (not designated) 183 -R 

Destruction > 1 

Indirect 2600 yds 

SPOTS: H j ch'r - id. firs 

5"/3fl 

No hits reported 

35 rda fired 

1205 

J 

1213 

Target '(not designated) 

Indirect - 2500 yards 

SPOTS: Up 500-no change 

No change-R 500 

Up 200-L 200 

Down 300-No changs 

Ko change-L 100 

No eh£»r, 5 -R 100 

5’738 

. ! . 

i_L-s reported ;■ 

130 rda fired*- 


1LJ 

Target (not designated) 

Indirect (coninuation bf s 

above ect-up) 

SPOTS: No change-L200 

Up 200-No change 

No change-No change 

No change-L 20 fV 

ww 

No hits reported 

62 rds fired 

t 

1 

/ 

122*1 

C 

V _ . 

^ 1229- 

J -ip dU,.^foOJi -f:lL3 B; 

Loamy tanks ) 
leetruction 

Indirect (continuation ot r 
above set-up). 

SPOTS: Down 100-R300 

No change - R 5 0& : 

Up 800 - No change- 
No change - R 40O' 

No change-N^-chcL^ir’**': 

5 w /3fo 

lLts reported 

65 rds fired 

t- ‘i . ‘ . 

1234 

• 

1239 

iujsber of small pill boxes along East 
cliffs — Destruction 

! 

• 

ndirect - 2500 yards^ 

SPOTS: Down LI 3-No change 

Down 100-No change * 
So change-R 200 .. 

Up 1000-No Change 

No fl r ~"T-: • 

5 tt /33S 

■ 

;lfor hits- repcrfcsd*. 

35-' tdSP'fiSawL-- 

• * 


(Continued 
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TIlS TO DESCRIPTION OF TARGET (SPECIFY; 

from _ destruction or MEtm^Lig-v tj.c:i) 


FIRE SUPPORT FOR LAriDI. " OPERATIONS - COG DAY (continued) 


1309 


1329 


EH 


1319 


1344 


Target (appeared to be cnec^y mortar 


fire) 166E - N.W. corner.(Believe Spot-SPOTS* No change-R 1000 


ter shifted objective to urgent target 
firing on boats with first spots) 
Believe Neutaliz&tion 


Target {not designated - possibly 

a tea as above) At 166- E. 


RANGE (SPECIFY 
DIRECT OR INDIRECT) 


CALIBER 


NO. HITS 

NO. lOtiRH FIR 1 


Indirect - 2700 yards 


Up 300 - No change 
Up 500-No change 
No change-No change 
Down 200-No change 
No change-R A00 
No chanae-Np chants 


5"/33 


Indirect - 2650 yards 
SPOTSt No change-Up 400 
Up 800-No change 
No change-L 200 
No change-1* 200 
No change - L 100 
Down 200- R 400 
No change-No change 
Dp 200-1* 400 
Up 500-No change 
No change-No change 
Down 500-R 500 
Up 200-R200 
No change-No c!:ange 
No ch^nrie-No change 


5"/3Q 


Indirect - 2900 .V-'x.-no cpota }5 n /36 


No hits reported 
85 rounds fired. 


No hits reported 
76 rounds fired 


13*>7 


1517 1550 


Po^lhla Cun Fonit 1C M/ Destruction 


Target (not designated) 8.E. corner 

183 B “ Deetruction 


Indirect - 2950 yards 
SPOTS* No change-No change 
Up 400-No change 
Up 200-R 400 
No observation 
No observation 
Down 100-R 200 
No change-No change 
No chanjo-Loft 100 
Down 50- R 75 
No chanf-e-Eo change 
No chonke-uo change 


5"/3e 


No hits rot tX. 10. rcuaC?. fir oi 
HITS reported 

67 rounds fired 
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Q) 

8XCTZ0H 1 
Ho oomaent 


SECTION B 


Ho comment 


SECTION C 

r X. OOKBEEIINFORHAIION CENTER. 

SHORE BOMBARDMENT PROCEDURE 


The Combat Information Center organisation, aboard this sh'u 
is set up in aooordanoo with ourrent directive of CoaDosPao. However 
preparatory to shore bombardment operations it was found that some ch'. -s 
nere necessary in order to keep the required radio guards and to expcdV.o 
navigational and fire control information to the bridge, plot and contro'. 

During the bombardment operations C.I3C. performed the following 
funotionst (l) guarded the following radio oirouitsi Spotting(SCR 610 set 
for UDT - TBL for D-Day), TBS (72.1 ages), MN (30.14 mges), VHF (140.58, 
142.02 mgoa) and RBH (3465 kos), (4) Kept a continuous plot of the ships 
position on Grid Chart# (3) Maintained an alert search with SC Radar and 
an air plot. (2) Handled all voioe tr&ffio and was in direot oontrol of 
spotting circuit. (5) Passed to PLOT and CONTROL oomplote range-bearing- 
elevation setup for soheduled end oall fires and spots as they were received 
ever tbs.spotting cirouit, and (6) logged as much information as possible 
for ready reference and required reports. 

*, Xlth reference to (l) and (2) above all oirouits were guarded 

sith headsets exoept the spotting circuit and UN received by the speaker 
amplifier. The TBS, UN, and Spotting Circuit were merged. The SCR 610 
set served very well as a Spotting circuit during the UDT operations. 

The antenna for this set was installed on the flying bridge. The radio 
officer (air plot officer) controlled all circuits in O.I.C. 

The DRT was not used. The ship was lying to for the operation, 
andeas the ship would drift off statics, C.I.C. would send the information 
to the bridge and the engines were ucod as neoessary to oorrect for this 
drift and to maintain prepor heading. The following setup was used to 
facilitate navigation and to expedite oerrmnicatioa with PLOT and CONTROL..-. 
Ike torpedo offioor (assistant evaluator) exchanged plaoes with the 
aacletanhasurface plotter forward of the DDT and wore the 41J3 phones. 

This location proved a very valuable aid, and target «ot-upa were taken 
frsm the grid chart very readily. The regular surface plotter was C.I.C. 
Navigator and wore the JU phenes. Ho was in djrgct-r cwra nication with 
tko radar gunnery liasen officer in the radar to c i'i sullied radar 
ranges and boarings and twe quartermasters ca tLa v 7^, r-.e at each 
poloruc. Navigational points to be ucsd wero e:'-, "C" eto*, 

beforehand and each quartermaster had a rough en:" . sc?-":. ch n .rt to aid 
him in recognising theca points. Radar Operators k>ts-u- s*w x vacd those 
cams designations. All those koy stations had boon veil b/'.cfcd. 











XX* KAMIEL COUNTERMEASURES EMPLOYED BY ESDI!. 

(Copy of report submitted follows) 


CEUPAC-DESPAC ECU REPORT FORM 2 
REPORT OP RADAR DECEPTION 


RAH2 OP SHIPi U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (BD590)Lat* 24 o 4Q’00ITLcng» 141°55 00 )'. 

DAE AND TH3i 1947K 23 February 1945. WIND SPEED AND DIRECTION! 000(!) '• : Is. 
TELL EUR CHARACTERISTICSr Clear. 

DICTION NOTICED ON: SC-3 end PD Radar*. 

EAST FREQUENCIES OF THESE RADARSt 21G32 • 71853 

COMPARE EFFECTIVENESS ON DIFFERENT RADARSt Very effective. Neither SC-L- 

or FD operators believo they eould have detooted or tracked pi;-.*- c 
had they cone through area affeoted. Both operators are vcyy 
capable and have had previous experience with windows. 

ORIGIN OF DECEPTION (PLANE, SHELL, ROCHET)* Pima. 

RANGE OP PIP(S)» Pour (4) to thirty-five (35) miles.Bearing* OOO(T) to )70(T). 
VL2 TEE CANGE OP DECEPTION IDENTIFIED OR CAPTURED* No. 

DEG CHILE t - - - - 

TELIT VIGJAL SIGHTING* - - - - 

TILE TEE DECEPTION PERSISTED* forty-one (41) minutes. 

TEN TETH ONE F^P OR MANY* * Many. 

CELTIC"T.T* No. MOVED WITH WIND: Yes. 

c height* - - - - falling on what speed: . 

el:.':.:: 3 A? WELT HEIGHT* Estimated five-thousand (5000) feet. 

LEG? Z::iZ3 AT TEAT HEIGHT* - 

ITS Dir.'JTFELELECE DUE TO* Gradual dissemination. 

WES TEE PIP CIEADY* Eo. DID IT BEAT* Yes. 

REGULARLY* No IRREGULARLY* Yes. MORE OR LESS THAN NCEHAL PLANE PIPS: 

More than normal plane pips. 

DEPTH IN RANGE OF PIP* Five (5) miles - in grpups. WIDTH IN DEGREES: 25-30° 
OTHER CHARACTERISTICS* Window dropped in three (3) groups to North and 
Three (3) groups to Northeast and spread over large aroas. 

COULD YOU WORK THROUGH IT* No. CCEELI IT* Large quantities dropped effecting 
complote saturation on both *A* sad FPI seope. 

WAS A PUD OR SHIP ECHO HIDDEN BY IT* Yes* HOW LONG* Dp to thirty (30) 

_ minutes at saturation point* 

’ ROW EFFECTIVELY* Very good* 

PJ'CH T~T7 TARGET OBSCURED* - - - - WEEN TARGET COULD BE SEEN: --- 

VEIT FEOEABLE REASON FOR ITS USE* Roecoa for u a* is uncertain. None of 
the enemy planes made attacks on this unit*. The deception may hare 
boon used ■Lcc±vnfc^otCrtciifLD3^vt‘iCi-r^cfct:t:±3.elseThereK.Wlndo , w was dropped 
.a about tho same dictar.co frea IV.0 JIHA as W 3 origimlly detected raid. 

DID FLARES OR SHIPS TASS ADVANTAGE 0? IT JtS SCREEN FOR APPROACHING OR 
ESCAPING* No* 

EOT? VEIL CCULD THEY EE TRACKED* Were Continually tracked as they did not 
re-enter area* 

tZZ~,3 RANCH EE DEIETLHEED* Yes. BEARING* Yes. HOW ACCURATELY* 5° 

VLLE CiELATCLR CCEFUSED* Winder was imndiatlly recognised, but possibility 
cf i _ .rrrr raid in window keeps oporeters uneasy. . .• 

rz cetelt::.: r e rr::::LT?E.TioEs Yes. or training fixes* Yes. 
r -“ it: z v.:;z tlttu r; ctlhatcr3 to aecertain that this ter not czduley 


:L v.222 t;a 
* m c?. cz:z l:~“c* 


\ . 
V 


r~ 

. 


:~—~I C? rZ'ZZTZ ECS REGAIN SALS* Yes. RELATIVE: rc. 

PI? CLIJ—D BY QZZZZZ RADAR* Yes* RESULTS* Did not effect S2-1 Radar. 


/s/ D. CARLECE. 

Ccmrndcr, USE, 

CONFIDENT! A 1 


RAGE (40) 
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-. Ca 



PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE aHD CASUALTIES 


1* The U.S.S* PAUL HAMILTON received no material damage or 
personnel casualties during the operation. The performance of personne. 
was excellent and moral very good. The ohange in climate to colder 
weather caused a mild outbreak of oAAds among the offioers and orov. 

It was only neoesscvj to plaoe one offioer on the sick list. 
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PITmrAT.JR rr^TJTicn tevi ottiatioh 

1* In comapring the morning and afternoon UDT Operatione on Dog 
M in na Two Day it appears that the afternoon operation on the Western beaches 
was the best performed operation. Why, is a very difficult question to 
anchor* Tha outctanding differences between the two operations was the 
effective employment of smoke in the afternoon and the absence of the LCI(G) 
in the afternoon. 

2. The absence of the LCI(G)'s in the afternoon was to the advan¬ 
tage of the destroyer fire support line as the fire control parties were 
not concerned about whether cur mn forces were in the line of fire and 
they could cover the beaches more thoroughly, right down to the waters 
edge. To make a statement that Ld(G)»s should not be used would be er- 
roaious because so many varying conditions enter into the operation. To 
snuaerate same of them |'(l) Active defenses; (2) Type coastline; (3) 

Depth of water; (4) Terrain; (5) Fire and direction of wind, etc. If the 
coastline is more or less in a straight line and the depth of water is sv; 
that ca*ttrmtroyer can close the beach to 2000 or even 1000 yards in order 
to give good, heavy, and deep supporting machine-gun fire, it would it 
would sum to indicate ti.j elimination of LCI(G)'a from the operation would 
be Justified. On a co* bi line where destroyers cannot close to use their 
oachine-guns to the fullest extent due to range, the presence of LCI(G)‘s 
is mandatory. 

3* The use of smoke in the afternoon on the Western beaches was 
very effective. It oust be maintained that the on-shore wind, almost 
normal to beach made conditions ideal. However, the smoke, once initia¬ 
ted,', in the. morning was effective undor almost unfavorable wind condit¬ 
ions. It is believed smoke should be used to screen the intent of the 
operation in order to give cover to the LCI(G)'s and LCVP*s during their 
approach. The white phosphorous projectiles fired with the covering fire 
would indicate if shots were falling in the water too close to the swim- 
>• mpre-i~ The smoke could bo ceased once the swimmers are in the water. 

• PTH SUPPORT - DOG DAT 

1. The USS PAUL HAMILTON has not had the opportunity to qualify 
as a fire support ship as required by Commander Destroyers, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet. This was realized end during the past four months intensive train¬ 
ing on this typo of fire has been conducted in order to 'coordinate the 
functions of C.I.C., Plot, Bridge and Gun Control. It was soon realized 
that communications between the various key stations was tha controlling 
factor between success and failure of the drill. 'Once the communication 
difficulties were overcome, the drills wont off smoothly. 
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2. The C.I.C. is organized in accordance with current Commander 
Destroyers, U.S. Pacific Fleet directives• For shore bombardment the 
following variations are made in communication set up and assignment of 
duties for the Assistant Evaluator (Torpsdo Officer) and the Surface 
Plotter. The Surface Plotter becomes the C.I.Q.,,Nnrlgator and wears the 
JU Phone. The C.I.C. Navigator is in cocmunication with the Radar Officer 
and Sugar George Radar Oparator in the radar room and the Quartermaster on 
each bridge wing pelorus. The Radar Officer and Operator submits the best 
ranges and bearings obtainable on objects desired when requested by the 
C.I.C. Navigator. Visual bearings are obtained from the bridge over the 
earns line. Thus the C.I.C. Navigator has radar information, visual infor¬ 
mation, or both, to obtain the ship's exact position. In addition, the 
Navigator in the Pilot House maintains a continuous plot of the ship's 
position using voice tube end callbell signals for communications vdth 
the Qusrtcrrr-ters stationed at the pelorus stands. Frequent checks.- 
between tho Navigator and C.I.C. Navigator are made through Quarter- 
on tho JU phons to determine tho accuracies of the two plots. Through 
experience:to date they havo been vary close if not identical, as to the 
ship's position. Thors cells for bearings are received by the Quarter- 
caatcrs frea both C.I.C end the Navigator at the same time, C.I.C. has 
bean given tha priority, but usually the Quartermaster taling over the 
phone can bo heard over tha voice tube and thus does not create any , 
intP££S (44) . • : • 


3* Ths Assistant Evaluator (Torpedo Officer) takes the station of 
the Assistant Plotter and wcaro the 41JS phono. When designated targets r.xT- 
•re received over the spotting circuit he picks of the rango, bearing and 
elcvnt-ica, and transmits the information to the Plotting Room for setting 
up tha firs control problem* The Assistant Plotter is given a corr.mnica- 
tio'n circuit to guard and log. 

Um During the period the USS PAUL HAMILTON was on the fire support 
line on Dog Day the above organization was used and proved to be very 
successful. Shifts in targets could be made very rapidly and accurately 
at any tins. The method is recommended for consideration as it provides 
a clear circuit for plotting purposes. 
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Subject: War Diary - March 1945 


17-19 March 1945 


Time was spent in Southern Anchorage, Ulithi Atoll, completing 
overhaul and repairs to the ship, topping off on provisions, ana training for 
forthcoming operations. 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (u^590) 

20 March 1945 


Final preparations for the sortie with Task Force 54 were effected 
today. The ship topped off on fuel in the morning. 

0800 Anchored at Ulithi 1200 Anchored at Ulithi 2000 Anchored at Ulith 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

21 March 1945 

Underway at 0630 to sortie with Task Force 54 (US? TENNESSEE, Rear 
Admiral DEYO, USN, Flag). Ships of the screen, T.U. 54.2.4 (US? BARTON (DD722), 
Captain *.T.L. FHESEMAN, USN) proceeded out of Ulithi Atoll commencing at 0730 to 
take assigned patrol stations covering the sortie of the heavy ships in accord¬ 
ance with C.T.U. 54.2.4 Sortie Instructions. Heavy ships commenced the sortie at 
0830 in accordance with C.T.F. 54 Operation Plan No. 1-45, Annex "A’ 1 . Ships of 
Task Force 54 included: U.S.S . TENNESSEE (BB43), USS ESTES (AGC12), USS MARYLAND 
(BE46), USS COLORADO (BB45), USS TEST VIRGINIA (B348), USS NEW MEXICO (B340), USS 
TEXAS (BB 35 ) USS NEVADA (B& 36 ). USS IDAHO (BB44), USS ARKANSAS (BB33), USS BIRM¬ 
INGHAM (CL62), USS BILOXI (CL80), USS WICHITA (CA45), USS PORTLAND (CA33), USS 
TUSCALOOSA (CA37), USS SAN FRANCISCO (CA 38 ), USS MINNEAPOLIS (CA 36 ), USS PENSACOLA 
(CA24), USS SALT LAKE CITY (CA25), USS CALLAGHAN C5?f92 ). USS EENNICN (JD662) , 

USS NEWCOMB (DPS86) . USS RICHARD. P LEARY (DD 664 ), U S r WIT TER (DE 636 ), USS FAUL 
HAMILTON (EB590). USS FORMAN (DE633) . USS HALLIGAN (DD584) . USS HALL (DD5S3), USS 
WILLaARTH (LE638), USS DCRSEY(DaSl), USS TWIGGS ( DB59l) . USS SAMUEL S. MILES 
( EE183) . USS PRITCHETT (DES61 ), USS ’.7ESS0N CDE18A). USS LAWS (DB558), USS iDNGSHAW 
IED555), USS MORRISON (DD56Q) . USS M.L. ABEME (LD733) J USo O’BRIEN (DE725 ), USS 
BRYANT ( QD665) . USS BARTON (DB722), USS PRESTON 0£795 ), USS PORTERFIELD (CDo82) 

USS H.L. EDWARDS (ED 663 ), USS ZELLARS (CD777), USS EMIN (DD794), USS LAFFEY 
(ED724) . USS WILLI A-SON <JJD244), USS THORNTON (AVDll), and USS GILLIS (AVD12) • 

Ships of T.U. 52.12 in company included USS GILMER (APDll), USS WATERS (APD8), USS 
BULL (APL78), USS BATES (APDV7), USS BARR (APD39), and USS KNUDSON (APDiOl). CVE 
Task Group 52.1 sortied in advance of Task Force 54, and aet course ana speed so 
mm to remain at all times within TBS range of Task Force 54* 

Upon completion of sortie, the battleships with assigned escorts 
entered columnar formation in preparation for A/A firing practices. The cruisers 
with assigned escorts, including this ship, also took stations in two columns, the 
screen escorts forming a straight line screen 6000 yards ahead of the cruiser 
column. 


- 7 - 


7 



























I 


( > ' 1 J 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DB590) 

Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif* 

5 April 1945 


Subjects War Diary - March 1945 


21 March 1945 (continued) 

Drone and sleeve firing practices were conducted throughout the morn¬ 
ing and afternoon until 1600 when task Force 54 formed Cruising Disposition 4-Ro^er 
Mike, set course 325°(T) speed 15 knots. 

leather was marked by f remient rair» squalls and fresh Northeasterly winds 
churning up a rather rough sea. 

At 1900 Zone Time was change to (-9). 

Positions 

0800 09 58 N 1200 10 26.5 N 2000 12 11.7 N 

139 46 E 139 45 E 136 18.3 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-9) 

22 March 1945 

Task Force 54 proceede. as before. Throughout the day various drills 
were conducted by ships of the force, including flag hoist drill,tracking exercises, 
and rauar calibrations. The escort carrier group operating in the vicinity pro¬ 
vided adequate CAP and ASP coverage, and no enemy contacts were mace. 

Positions 


DD690/A16 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


0800 14 40.1 N 

136 36.1 E 


1200 15 09.0 N 

136 08.1 E 


2000 17 15.2 N 

135 08.7 E 


USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
23 March 1945 


Task Force 54 proceeded as before. Battleships fueled destroyers dur¬ 
ing the day, the PAIL, HAMILTON fueling from the USS NS7 MEXICO (Bd40) in the corn¬ 
ing. Luring the afternoon this ship transferred official mail between various 
ships of the force, completing the duty at 1634, at which time orders were received 
to proceed to Number Three Picket Station, 12 miles, 60 degrees on the starboard 
bow of the disposition. 

Vlhile proceeding to picket station, the PAUL HAMILTON maneuvered to 
stay clear of USS H.L. EI5TARIS (LD663) who had Developed a sonar contact in picket 
station Number Cne and was conducting a deliberate attack. Upon arriving on sta¬ 
tion, UfS LEARY (DD664) reported to this ship for duty in the picket station and 
together the two destroyers steamed throughout the night. Fox Dog rauar calibra¬ 
tions check was conducted between thi two ships during the early evening. 

Throughout the day the weather was clear and no enemy contacts maae, 
this enabling ship's force to continue routine drills and ship's work. The shio's 
new camouflage, a solid dark gray, started at Ulithi, was well on the way toward 


completion. 


Positions 


20 56 N 
133.16 E 


21 42 N 

132 36 * 



0800 


20 01.2 N 
133 37.1 E 


1200 
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2000 
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uss pax Hamilton (LD590) 

24 inarch 1945 

Tack Force 54 proceec’ as befoie. Another doubtful submarine contact 
was developed by USS BARTON (ID722) at 0206, and -1 0300 USS BRYANT (11665) 
proceedec to attack another possible submarine. Results of both contacts were 
not positive. 

At 0628 USS LEARY was ordered to return to the fo.mation screen, to 
be relieved of picket duty by USS KALLIGAN (LD5S4). 

About 0800 this ship made SG radar contact bearing 045°(T) at 16 miles, 
and upon orders of Commander Screen, left picket station to investigate. The 
target was identified at 0839 as USS H.L. ELY/ARDS anc USS PR YSTCY returning to the 
formation after a night'c search for the sonar contact developed the night before 
by the H L ZDY.'ARLS. Results of their search were reported as negative. 

This ship proceeded to reourn to the formation semen at 1130 on orders 
of Commander Screen, arriving on station at 1145. 

The approach to Okinawa Gunto was commenced at 1600, ships of the form¬ 
ation for..ling up in their assigned fire support groups and proceeding as previously 
directed. This ship reported for duty to USS ZSTZS (ACC12, CTF 52) as directed 
by C.T.F. 54 and C.T.F. 52; and with units of the Underwater -emoiition Group and 
other destroyers, formed a screen on the USS ESTLS, end proceed to aoproach the 
Kerama Retuo. 

Although the ship's present assignment did not cell for anythin but 
escort duties, preparations were mede for shore bombardment operations in antici¬ 
pation of possible assignment supporting U.D.T. miscions in Kerama Aetto during 
the following few days. 

Positions 

0800 23 28 K , 1200 23 49.3 N 2000 25 00 N 

130 20 2 129 43-2 2 126-44 2 

USS PAX KYwJLTCN (LD590) 

25 iiarch 1945 

Shortly after midnight rad' r contacts were made with unidentified air¬ 
craft and although no planes attacked the formation, severs! closed to within 
five (5) miles. The ship remained on the alert throughout the nirht, although no 
onportunity was presented to open fire on any targets. 

About 0330 C.T.F. 52 in USD ESTES ordered Air Flash Reu. This ship 
contacted sever 1 bogies to the westward, but no definite course or speed could 
be obtained from tracking them. They seemed to appear cn one bearing then dis¬ 
appear only to be picked up again on another totally different bearing. No suit¬ 
able explanation can be given other than that the "bogies" may have been pips 
caused by a highly ionized atmosphere. This phenomenon continued for about an 
hour then ceased altogether. 
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Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif. 

5 April 1945 


Subject: War Diary - March 1945 

25 March 1945 (continued) 

At 0500 the U.D.T. Group left the formation, leaving this ship and 
the USS ESTES to proceed together. 

During the morning while operating Southwest about ten miles from 
Kerama Retto, the USS TERROR (CI£L5) and USS BREESE (DM18) Joined the ESTES and 
PAUL HAMILTON and steamed in company until late in the afternoon. 

At 1145 this ship sighted a Japanese Type 93 mine close aboard 
and at 1218 sank the mine with 40mm gunfire. 

Shortly before sunset USS ESTES and PAUL HAMILTON joined part of 
Task Force 54 for night retirement to the Southwest of the Retto. This ship trans¬ 
ferred official mail from USS ESTES to USS INDIANAPOLIS (CA35, ComFifthFleet) at 
sunset, and upon completion took station near the ESTES within the formation screen 
for the night. 

Positions 

0800 26 05.1 N 1200 25 26 K 2000 25 45.5 N 

127 05.3 B 127 07 E 126 32 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

26 March 1945 

During the night USS ESTES departed from Task Force 54 Nigit Retirement 
Group, and with the PAUL ILtflLTON proceeded tc rendezvous with Task Group 52.12, 
consisting of six API's (CTG 52.12) Captain HANLON, USN, in USS GILMER APD 11). 

A seven ship screen was formed on the ESTES, and the disposition was maintained 
intact until 0445 when T.G. 52.12 was detached by OSS ESTES to proceed on duty 
assigned. This ship then escorted the ESTES to the vicinity of Kerama Retto. 

During the morning a passenger was taken on board from the ESTES and 
delivered by this ship, via boat, to the USS INDIANAPOLIS. 

An uneventful day was completed escorting the ESTES around the Kerama 
Retto and retiring at night to the South with T.U. 54*3>4* 

Positions 


USS PAUL HAMILTON (DB590) 

27 March 1945 

After leaving the night retirement group at sunrise, USS ESTES and USS 
PAUL HAMILTON steamed to the Western coast of Southern Okinawa to observe the 

shore bombardment being carried out by various heavy units of T.F. 54. This ship 
patrolled to seaward of the ESTES. Several sonar contacts were developed in the 
afternoon by ships of the screen, and at least one was classified as definitely a 
submarine. A sonar contact was investigated by this ship at 1410, but was eval¬ 
uated as an echo off the 100 fathom curve layer. 
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27 March 1945 (continued) 

Night retirement with T.U. 54.3.4 was carried out to the South of 
Okinawa. At duak the Japanese sent over the usual few planes, most of which were 
intercepted and shot down by ffiendly CAP. 

Positions 

0800 26 09 N 1200 26 15 N 2000 25 54 N 

127 20 E 127 42 E 127 05 E 

CSS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

28 March 1945 


( « ! 

\ » - * 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Fleet Post Office 

San Francisco, Calif. 

5 April 1945 


At sunrise upon arrival off Kerama Retto, the PAUL HAMILTON escorted 
the ESTES into the Retto and patrolled to seaward while C.T.F. 52 observed the 
landings and underwater de.volition work on various islands of the group. 

Prior to sunset the ESTES and PAUL HAMILTON arrived off the Southeast¬ 
ern coast of Okinawa and joined T.U. 54.3*1 ( iV ear Admiral FISCHLFR, USN, USS TEXAS 
BH 35 ) for the night. This ship fueled from USS TEXAS prior to forming night cruis¬ 
ing disposition. 

Positions 

0800 26 16 N 1200 26 10 N 2000 25 93 N 

127 19 E 126 49 E 127 39 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (H>590) 

29 March 1945 

Throughout the night the retirement was uneventful except for two air 
alerts when bogeys closed the disposition. No attacks developed, however, and at 
dawn the ESTES, accompanied by the PAUL HAMILTON, proceeded to the West coast of 
Southern Okinawa. This ship patrolled to seaward of the sh ore b ombardment group 
in accordance with orders of Co.unander Destroyer Squadron FIFTY SIX (56). 

Late in the afternoon this ship escorted USS ESTES to recently secured 
Kerama Retto, where both ships anchored for the night. 

Positions 

0800 26 08 N 1200 26 24 N 2000 26 07 30 N 

127 35 E 127 43 E 127 20 05 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

30 .March 1945 

The ship fueled from USS ATASCUSA (A066) in Kerama Retto anchorage at dawn 
and forthwith escorted USS ESTES to the West coast of Southern Okinawa. 
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30 March 1945 (continued) 

At 1900 this ship was detached from duty with USS ESTES (AGC11) and 
reported for night assignment to USS BRYANT (DD665, Co.nlesDiv 112) in accordance 
with orders of C.T.F. 52. 

After sunset USS PAUL HAMILTON, USS 5RYANT, four LCI(C)»s and two 
LSil's proceeded into sector P-9, off the V/estern lancing beaches of Okinawa to 
carry out night harrassing fire and illumination of beach areas ana other instal¬ 
lations. At 2000 firing was co-imenced, using 5"/38 and 40mm batteries. The 
LCI(G)'s and LSM's operated between the beach and the destroyers, providing both 
supporting fire and protection against enemy suicide boats and swimmers. 

Several fires were started on the island and the night's mission was 
believed to have been carried out successfully. 

Positions 


0800 


26 23 N 
127 39 E 


1200 


26 27 N 
127 42 E 


2000 


26 40 N 
127 40 E 


USS PAUL HAMILTON (LD590) 

31 March 1945 

The night mission, firing from 3000-4000 yards off the coast at beach 
areas and other installations, was completed at dawn. Navigation throughout the 
night had been accomplished very success fully entirely by use of SG radar. 

At 0615 one (1) OSCAR-type Japanese plane was seen to circle over the 
destroyers withdrawing to seaward. USS BRYANT was strafed, but no damage was 
reported. Although US;- BRYANT and several other destroyers retiring from nearby 
sectors fired at the plane, it escaped apparently undamaged. 

In the morning this ship was ordered to Fire Support Sector Number 
Seven to screen USS SALT LAKE CITY (CA25) off Zanpa Misaki while the cruiser was 
engaged in shore bombardment. 

Another night of harrat6ing fire and illumination was assigned to the 
Paul Hamilton, USS R.P. LEARY (DD664), USS BARTCN (D’722), four LCI(G)'s and two 
LSii's. ComLesRon Sixty in USS BARTCN in command, the unit took assigned stations 
in Sector P-9 off »7estern Okinawa beaches at 1900, the destroyers steaming in col¬ 
umn to seaward of the gunboats. Firing was commenced at 2000. 

Positions 


0800 


26 22 N 
127 39 E 


1200 


26 21 N 
127 42 E 


2200 


26 22 N 
127 42 E 



D. 


ON 


-L2- 


IJ 


I 


I 

1 



























1 




BD590/U6 
8erialt 026 



Promt 
To t 


Subjects 

References 


t. 


TJ.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) 
Floot Poet Offloo 
Son Franoisoo, Calif. 


/&/' 


Ihxr Ain 

7TZ—\ 

R.& No 



*I_*A*L 22 Hay 1945 

Commanding Offioer. 

Commander-In-Chief, UNITED STATES FLEET. 

Har Diary - April 1946. 

(a) CinCPao Cemf. Ltr. 1CL-45 of 1 January 1945. 



TJ.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD-9 

1 April 1945. 


Harrassing fira and illumination of tha western 0KINA7IA 
landing beaoh areas was oarried out throughout the night by TJ.S.S. PAUL 
HAMILTON (DD590), U.S£ . BARTON (DD722, ComDesRon 60), and TJ.S.S. R.P. 
LEARY (DD664) steaming in ooluxsn at 2000 yards distanoe, on a line 340° 
(T) and 160° (T) about 6000 yards from the shore line in patrol seotor 
P-9. Supporting LCI (G)'s and LSU's patrolled between the beaoh and 
tha destroyers, investigating the beaches for possible enemy activity 
and protecting the destroyers against possible suicide boats and swim¬ 
mers. The BARTON made several deliberate attaoks on a possible submarine 
contact in the immediate vicinity, but at 0230 after about 3 hours' 
searching and attacking, rejoined the formation reporting negative re- , 
suits. 

At 0200 a single bogey dosed this ship frem 240° (T), 
and at a range of 10,000 yards, still dosing, was taken under fire 
first by the LEARY then by the PAUL HAMILTON. The bogey did not attaok 
but altered oourse to port and was traoked out to the northwest to a 
distanoe of about 15 miles before being lost. 


At 0500, the night's mission having been oompleted, the 
} group proceeded to take assigned stations for fire support during the 

morning covering the initial Allied landings on 0KINA7TA SHIMA. 


I 

I 

i . 



Firing was oommenoed at 0800 and direoted at the landing 
beaohes directly ahead of the advancing landing craft until 0830 at whioh 
time the entire curtain of fire from ships was raised to cover the areas 
i nla nd while the Amerioan troops went ashore. Yery little or no resis¬ 
tance to the landings was reported. 

After 0845 this ship remained in the area about 3500 yards 
off the beaohes standing by to deliver oall fire if needed. At 1300, 
sifter 18 oonseeutive hours at motion general quarters, the ship's orew 
ms given a chance to rest. 
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1 April 1945 (oontinued) 

Several eneny planes atteapted to make attacks on ships in the 
transport area shortly before sunset* but CAP and ships gunfire aooounted for a 
high percentage of the attackers, ad little damage was done to American shipping. 

After dark this ship anohored in the same area and provided star- 
shell illumination in assigned areas throughout the night. 

Positions 

1200 2000 
26-20 H 26-46 N 

127-40 E 127-34 S 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (BD590) 

2 April 1945 


0800 
26-20 N 
127-44 S 


Illumination was ceased at 0530. The day was spent standing in 
the same general area for possible oall fire* but none was needed from this ship. 

At 1620 this ship delivered TBS crystals' to the USS MINNEAPOLIS 
(CA36) and USS HALL (DD583) and upon completion*' joined Task Group 54.2 (night re¬ 
tirement group) flag in USS TENNESSEE (BB43* Rear Admiral Deyo* USN* CTF54) and 
carried out retirement and covering mission to the northwest of OKINAWA SHIMA. 

Ships in the Task Group included US3 TENNESSEE (BB43) plus other battleships* cru¬ 
isers* and destroyers of the Gun Fire Support and Covering Foroe. 

Positions 

0800 1200 
26-19 N 26-21 I 

127-42 S 127-42 B 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

S April 1945 

• 

During the night retirement several enemy planes dosed the forma 
tlon* some of them attempting to attack* others skirting the edges of the dispos- . 
itioa and dropping window. Bo damage was caused either to ahipe or planes* and the 
attacks were broken off by sun rise. 

The ship spent an uneventful day* loaded ammunition from an LST 
off the western landing beaches in the afternoon* and at 1800 proceeded into Fire 
Support Sector Bago Ifcn to deliver harrasing fire and illumination as called 
for by shore fire control party* In support of marine divisions advancing into 
northern OKINAWA. 


2000 
26-31 N 
127-32 E 


Positions 
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S April 1946 (aoatinuad) 


0800 
26-23 I 
127-38 S 


1200 
26-23 V 
127-42 S 


2000 
26-30 N 
127-45 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (»690) 
4 April 1945 


Harrassing fir# and illumination with star shells was maintained 
throughout -the night. Contaot with the ahora fire oontrol party was generally good, 
interrupted at various times by Japanese who had ploked up the frequenoy being used. 

This ship has now developed its regular condition watch standers 
in the main battery, plot, and C*I*C. to a point where night harrassing and illum¬ 
ination missions oan bs carried out from Condition 2. If salvoes of more than two 
guns st a time are required by the shore fire oontrol party, it is the practise of 
the ship to fire from Condition 1. 

Tiring was completed by 0800. and at 1434 this ship was relieved 
on statitt by USS BILOXI (CL80). 

Ammunition was taken on board underway from an LST, an LCYP trans¬ 
ferring the ammunition from the LST to this ship. Upon completion of loading at 
1815. the PAUL HAMILTON effeoted rendezvous with night retirement group T.G. 54.2 
(flag; Rear Admiral Deyo, USN. USS TENNESSEE BB43). Retirement group consisted of 
7 battleships. 2 heavy eruisers. 2 light orulsers. and 12 destroyers. Retirement 
was carried out to the northwest of OKINAWA* 

Positions 

1200 2000 
26-25 N 26-50 N 

127-61 S 127-27 E 

U.8.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

5 April 1945 


0800 
26-30 ¥ 
127-50 S 


Upon completion of duty with Task Group 64.2, the PAUL HAMILTON 
proceeded to IER A M A RETTO in the morning, and anohored to reoeive RTBnmnl ' fc loilg 


47 in /t}?* ehip left KERAMA RETTO and proceeded • 

JLn * "* U ” r *** -wrt Of 


to rare support 
ground operations 
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t April 1945 (continued) 


Firing nas commenced at 2200* but oossnunioatione with the shore 
fire oontrol party were very poor# and only 2 starshells were fired throughout 
the night* 


0800 

26-18-40 H 
127-26 £ 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (BD590) 
6 April 1945 


1200 
26-16 H 
127-23 E 


2000 
26-25 N 
127-39 E 


The Japanese sent in a few planes during the night# but although 
one or two olosed the ship to within 2 miles# they did not attaok. Fire was delib¬ 
erately witheld to prevent disclosure of the ship's looation to the enemy. 

At sunrise the PAUL HAMILTON was ordered to escort USS TEXAS 
(BB35) to fire support seotor #2# off NAKAGUSUKU TEAN. • At 1015 this ship, badly 
in need of refueling# was ordered detaohed from duty with the TEXAS to prooeed 
to KKRAMA RETTO to refuel. 

From about 1100 on increasing evidenoe of a pending heavy Jap¬ 
anese air attaok was noticed* Bogeys were constantly reported by ships in the 
area around OKINAWA GUN TO, some making attaoks on various ships* 

The PAUL HAMILTON entered KERAMA RETTO at 1415# but oould not 
fuel both beoause of the impending airabtaok and beoause of extreme difficulty 
encountered in attempting to go alongside a station oiler# whioh was constantly 
swinging at anohor through an aro of almost 180 degrees* 

Throughout the remainder of the afternoon, enemy planes pressed 
home one of the heaviest air attaoks they had delivered anywhere in several months, 
oomparable in size to the heaviest enoountered in LEYTE GULF last Ootober. Several 
enemy planes and one friendly plane attempting to take off from the USS IULAGI an- 
ohored in KERAMA RETTO were shot down by ships in the anohorage. The Japs soored 
suioide hits on an LSI# an ammunition ship# and a victory ship at KERAMA RETTO. 


was sounded* 


0800 
26-15 H 
127-26 E 


The attaok broke off about sunset# and by 2000 the "All Clear" 
This ship# still waiting to fuel# anchored for the night. 




Positions 

1200 
26-07 N 
127-29 E 


2000 
26-11 N 
127-20 E 
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7 April 1946 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Prior to sunrise a email foroe of enemy aircraft again appro¬ 
ached the TERJMA AREA* hut no attaolc 'was made* and at 0610 the Japs were headed 
home again. 


After fueling to oapaoity* the PAUL HAMILTON left K E RAM A at 
0850 and set out for fire support seotor #2, outside NAKAGUSUKU WAN, where at 
1100 the ship reported to USS SAN FRANCISCO (CA38) for screening duty* while the 
latter oarried out shore bombardment of southeastern OKINAWA area. 

More soreening duty with USS ST. LOUIS (CL49) in fire support 
seotor in the afternoon* until 1730 at whioh time the PAUL HAMILTON reported to 
C.T.Q. 51.19 for a night's duty* harrassing and illuminating enemy positions in 
southeastern OKINAWA. 

The night's mission was oarried out in oompany with USS ARKANSAS 
(BB33) and USS ISHERWOOD (DD520)* the three ships steaming in column about 5000 
yards off shore on a line parallel to the ooastline. 

The usual bogies appeared from time to time, but other than 
oausing the fire support ships to oheok fire by reason of their presence in the 
area* they caused no trouble. Friendly night fighters using the reoently won 
TONTAN and KATEHA Airfields helped immeasurably in keeping the enemy at a good 
distance. 

0800 1200 2000 

26-11 N 26-07 H 26-03 N 

127-20 E _ ' 127-67 E 127-48 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

6 April 1945 


Upon completion of a suooessful night of harrassing and illumin¬ 
ating* the PAUL HAMILTON* ARKANSAS* and ISHERTOOD prooeeded to NAKAGUSUKU WAN for 
further fire support and soreening duties. This ship was assigned anti-submarine 
patrol to seaward of the entranoe to the bay* patrolling on a northeast- southwest 
line between TSUKEN SHIMA and KUTAKA SHIMA. A quiet day was spent patrolling, al- 
through enemy submarine activity was reported inside the bay, and a torpedo was 
fired at USS WICHITA (CA4S), missing her however. 

Night retirement was oarried out to the east of OKINAWA, the 
group oonsisting of USS NEVADA (BB36* flag), USS MARYLAND (BB46), USS ARKANSAS 
(BB33), USS HALL (DD583)* USS ANTHONY (DD515), and USS PAUL HAMILTON. 

Positions 

1233 

26-12 N 
127-67 E 


0800 
26-56 N 
127-49 S 
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2000 
25-43 N 
127-47 E 
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9 Acril 1946 

; U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Night retirement was completed without event, and. the PAUL HAMIL¬ 
TON apent the day on anti-submarine patrol in KAKAGUSUKU HAN as part of Task Group 
61.19. 

It was noted that oonsiderable enemy activity was existent on 
TSUKEN RTTTMa , in the afternoon USS HOPPING (APD51) reoeived considerable dama¬ 
ge and personnel casualties as a result of hits from shore batteries on that is¬ 
land. 

Night retirement to the south’was carried out in company with 
USS WICHITA (CA45), USS PENSACOLA (CA24), USS MOBILE (CL63, USS LAHI (DD558), 

USS HOPPING (APD51) , and USS AEIKARA (ATF98). 

I 

0800 1200 2000 

i 

i 

I 26-03 N 

127-46 E 

I U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

10 April 1945 

i 

The night retirement group arrived at dawn off the entrance to 
HAXAGUSUKU HAN and proceeded into the bay to take assigned stations around TSUKEN 
SHTL'A for fire support in oonneotiaa with the forth coming landing of United States 
troops on that island. 

As scheduled fire was opened at about 0700, ships firing into 
assigned target areas for purposes of general neutralization. 

At 0725 an aotire enemy mortar position was discovered which 

j began firing on ships in the area direotly south of the island. This ship took 

the position under fire immediately, oovering the area thoroughly with 5" project¬ 
iles. 

I 

U.S. troops landed on TSUKEN SHIMA at 0839 on the southwestern * 

beaohes and heavy neutralising fire was checked, the fire support ships standing 
by for call fire. _• 

9 

By 0915 the same Jap mortar was still firing now attempting to 
store hits on this ship. The battery, although very erratio and inaccurate, 
scored one hit on an LST olose aboard this ship. The mortar's position, although 
by now well established, proved to be such that its destruction by gunfire from ships 
was nearly impossible, the position being so well protected by rock barriers and 
oliffs. Attempts’ to destroy the battery were abandoned at 0927 upon orders of C.T.G. 
61.19 beoause of the danger of naval 1 gunfire to our own advancing troops. 

I 

( 6 ) 


26-17 N 
127-63 E 


26-04 N 
128-06 E 
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10-lpril 1945 (continued) 


. | This ship spent the remainder of the d ay lying to in the bay, 

standing by for oall fire. Die weather became Tory poor in the afternoon and vis¬ 
ibility was reduced to less than 2000 yards. Nothing further of importance devel¬ 
oped, and it was reported that our troops were advancing rapidly against minor re- 

I sistance on TSukEN S HIV A. 

i _ 

! This ship remained in NAKAGUSUKU WAN throughout the night, de¬ 

livering star shell illumination in support of Aaerioan ground foroes on OKINAWA. 

| 0800 

! 26-13 N 

127-62 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

11 April 1945 

I 

1 *■ Throughout the day this ship stood by to support minesweeping 

operations in NAKAGUSuKl) WAN. 

I 

i 

j * During the night USS WADSWORTH (DD616) and the PAUL HAMILTON 

| acted as screen for USS PENSACOLA (CA24) while the latter was engaged in a night 

harrassing mission in fire support seotor #3, steaming up and down the OKINAWA 
ooast in that area about 8000 yards off shore. 

■ 0800 1200 2000 


1200 


26-13 N 
127-63 E 


2000 


26-13 N 
127-52 E 


J 

* 


t 

« 

f 

i 

i 




26-13 N 26-14 N 

127-67 E 127-37 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

12 April 1945 


26-10 N 
127-58 E 


ZD-9 


The night's mission having been completed, the PAUL HAMILTON 
proceeded shortly after sunrise to KFIRAMA HETTO to refuel and rearm, but at 1100 
was ordered to rejoin T.G. 51.19 at best speed to prepare for an expected enemy 
«lr attack in foroe. 


At 1235 the ship arrived off the entrance to NAKAGUSUKU WAN, 

» and In acc ordance with orders of C.T.6. 61.19, patrolled the bay entrance south 
of TSUKEN SB IMA. 

Die initial alert was sounded at 1325, and T.G. 61.19 sortied 
from NAKAGUSUKU WAN to operate in an antiairoraft disposition in open waters to the 
east of O KINAW A . This ship was direoted to remain outside the bay eatranoe to 
«ad«^sugpoTt and protection for the minesweepers and gunboats remaining inside 
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12 April 1945 (continued) 

At 1600, an enemy air attack now known definitely to be in pro¬ 
gress around OKINAWA GUNTO, this ship picked up a bogey bearing 180°(T) 8 miles 
closing rapidly. At 1501 the bogey was identified as definitely enemy, probably 
a Val, and fire was opened at 1502. Several seconds after the ship opened fire, 
the plane turned away to port and disappeared to the s outhwest, having made no 
attack on this or any other known ship. However it is believed that the plane 
was preparing to make a run on this ship just before being taken under fire. 

Radar contact on the bandit was lost at I95°(l) 20 miles. 

Ho further direct oontaot with the enemy was made by this ship, 
and at 1720 the "All Clear" was sounded for the area. 

A few enemy straggler planes oaused another alert at sunset, but 
no attack in force was observed. 

Higjht*a mission was with USS MORRISON (DD560) and USS LAWS (DD558) 
delivering h arras sing fire and illumination from within NAKAGUSOKU WAN. 

0800 1200 2000 

26-08 H 26-03 H 26-13 N 

127-55 E 127-37 E 127-51 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

13 April 1945 


Night's harrassing and illuminating mission in support of ground 
operations on OKINAWA was successfully completed, and the day was spent patrolling 
in KAK ACTUSUiiU ’HAN until 1400 at which time the PAUL HAMILTON was ordered to report 
to CTG 54.2 inf ire support seotor #6. 

At 1725 this ship reported to CTG 54.2 in USS SALT LANS CITY 
(CA25, ComCruDiv 5), and at 1855 TG 54.2 formed anti-aircraft disposition and 
commenced night retirement to northwest of OKINAWA. Ships of TG 54.2 included 
USS SALT LANE CITY (CA25), USS PENSACOLA (CA24), USS BIRMINGHAM (CL62), USSPORT- 
LASD (CA33), USS MOBILE (CL62, USS BENNION (DD794), USS W.D. PORTER (DD479), USS 
HALL (DD583), USS EDWARDS (DD663), USS PRESTON (DD795), USS IRWIN (DD794), and USS 
PAUL HAMILTON (DDS90). 

0800 1200 2000 

26-22 N 
127-39 B 


to\ 


\-/ 


26-12 N 
127-54 E 


26-35 N 
127-28 E 
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14 April 1945 

U^S.S* PAUL HAMILTON (BD690) 

At dawn this ship esoorted USS MOBILE (CL63) to KERAMA RETTO 
yfa »re the day vas oonaumed refueling and reaming* 


The ship anohored off the western landing beaohes at OKINAWA 
after eunset and the night was taken up providing illumination and harrassing fire 
in support of ground operations on OKINAWA* 


0800 


1200 


2000 


26-10 N 26-06 N 

127-24 1 127-21 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) 

15 April 1945 


26-21 N 
127-62 E 

ZD-9' 


Night's firing was oampleted at 0500 and the day was spent off 
the western landing beaohes firing at designated enemy targets on OKINAWA as di¬ 
rected by shore fire oontrol party* Considerable suooess in neutralizing by this 
ship throughout the day. 


The ship anohored for another night's mission of harrassing and 
illuminating from the western landing beaoh area* 


0800 


1200 


2000 


26-21 N 26-21 N 

127-52 S , . 127-62 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

16 April 1945 


26-21 N 
127-52 E 


ZD-9 


i 

i 


- 


The day was taken up firing at designated enesy positions in 
advanoe of American troops on OKINAWA* firing from the HAGUSHI anchorage area. As 
usual a shore fire control party and a spotting plane were provided* and the combined 
efforts of the three stations resulted in effeotive destruction of several enemy 
military installations. 

In the afternoon the ship loaded ammunition from an LST anchored 
at HAGUSHI, and upon oospletion of loading reported for duty to USS SAN FRANCISCO 
(CA38) to participate in scheduled night firing missions. 

The night's assignment, known as the "flycatcher" patrol, con¬ 
sisted of the SAN FRANCISCO, and PAUL HAMILTON taking station west of NAHA CITY, 
about 5000 yards off shore and patrolling on a north - south line as far south as 
EUXAN SHO and northward to a point about 3000 yards south of KIESE SHIMA. The 
jwrpoee of the patrol was to neutralize the NAHA Airfield prior to darkness and 
prior to sunrise with enough fire to render the runways useless to the enemy during 
. the night; to illuminate areas near the ooast to deteot any possible activity of 
suioide craft, swimmers, or tropp amphibious movements, and to harrass enemy positions 
in and near NAHA. 


f r\\ 
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16 April 1945 (continued) 

The night's aission was oarried out successfully in spite of the 
fact that enemy planes were in the vicinity several times during the night, at 
whioh times firing was ohecked. The ship remained at condition of readiness "One 
Easy", with the entire orew at battle stations and in general 50% on the alert and 
60/C sleeping on stations. Material Condition Afira was maintained. Navigation 
was carried on with &Q radar. 

0800 1200 2000 

26-21 I 26-21 N 26-10 N 

127-42 E 127-42 E 127-36 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) 

17 April 1945 ZD-9 

Upon being detaohed from duty with USS SAN FRANCISCO, the ship 
proceeded to KERAMA RETTO for the day to refuel and rearm. 

The ship left KERAMA RETTO at 1630 and reported to C TF 54 in 
USS TENNESSEE (B343, Rear Admiral Deyo, USN) for night retirement in company with 
the following shipsi USS TENNESSEE (BB43), USS SEW MEXICO (BB40), USS WEST VIR¬ 
GINIA (BB48), USS SALT LAKE CITY (CA25), USS SAN FRANCISCO (CA38), USS ST. LOUIS 
(CL49), USS BIRMINGHAM (CL62), USS H.L. EDWARDS (DD663), USS BARTON (DD722), USS 
PAUL HAMILTON (DD590), USS HUTCHINS (DD476), USS ROOKS (DD804), USS LONGSHAW 
(DD559), USS LAWS (DD558), USS PRESTON (DD795), USS HALL (DD583), and USS IRWIN 
(DD794). The foroe, retiring to the northwest end north of OKINAWA, was despatched 
to intercept a Japanese surfaoe foroe of unknown s trength reported to be heading 
south from KYUSHU toward the OKINAWA area. However, no oontaot with the enemy was 
made; and exoept for oooasional bogeys, one of whioh it is believed, launched a 
flying bomb into the middle of the formation oausing no damage, the night was total¬ 
ly uneventful. 

0800 1200 2000 

26-15 V 26-10 N 26-51 N 

127-21 E 127-20 E 127-28 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

18 April 1945 ZD-9 

Following completion of night retirement mission the ship was 
detaohed to prooeede to fire support sector #8 for oall fire mission, as directed 
by CTG 51.22. Firing was oommenoed at 1200, the ship anchoring in the HAGUSHI 
anchorage area at 1300 to facilitate more aoourate firing. 
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22 May 1946 


Following a very euooeeeful afternoon of firing (a better-than- 
average airbom spotter helped immeasurably) the ship anohored for the night in 
the HAGUSHI area with the transports. 


0800 

26-21 N 
127-38 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) 
19 April 1945 


1200 

26-18 H 
127-46 E 


2000 

26-18 N 
127-43 E 

ZD-9 


The ship remained at anchor while delivering call fire from 0600 
to 0836* and at 0913 was relieved by USS WEST VIRGINIA (B348) in order to load am¬ 
munition. Ammunition was reoeived from an 1ST in the HAGUSHI anchorage. 

Night retirement to northwest and north of 0KINA’’SA was oarried 
out, Taslf Group 54.1 oonsisting of the follwoing shipsi USS BIRMINGHAM (CL62, CTG 
64.1), USS MOBILE (CL63), USS PROTLAND &33), USS SAN FRANCISCO, (CA38), USS BARTON 
(DD722), USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590), USS LONGSHAW (DD569), USS PICKING (DD685), and 
USS CALLAGHAN (DD792) 


0800 

26-18 N 
127-43 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) 
20 April 1945 


1200 

26-19 H 
127-43 E 


2000 

26-45 N 
127-33 E 

ZD-9 


Following completion of the night retirement with Task Group 
64.1, the ship reported to CTG 61.21 (fire support oommander, IE SHIMA area) and 
relieved USS ROOKS (DD804) for pending fire support assignments in support of 
Amerioan landings on IE SHIMA and neighboring islands. 

In the afternoon this ship was assigned to cover SESOKO SHIMA, 
a small enemy held island to the southeast of IE SHIMA, neutralizing any enemy 
emplacements if the latter were observed. However, although the ship was aided by 
a fighter observation plane, no aotivity and no military installations oould be 
observed. The numerous burial vaults were oarefully sorutinized, but no military 
aotivity was seen in or near them. 

At 1757 some enemy movement was seen by the spotting plane on 
SESOKO* and this ship took the area undar fire until all aotivity had apparently 
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20 April 1945 (continued) 

From sunset until shortly before midnight the PAUL HAMILTON and 
USS LONGSHAW (DD559) lay off the southwestern shores of IE SHIMA during a Japanese 
air attaok in and around OKINAWA. Following the retirement of the enemy planes, 
this ship prooeeded around IE SHIMA to a point northwest of KOURI SHIMA to deliver 
illumination and harrassing fire on the latter island. Navigation was accomplished 
entirely with SG radar and sounding. 


0800 


1200 


2000 


26-39 N 27-00 N 

127-44 E 127-59 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

21 April 1945 


26-40 N 
127-45 E 


ZD-9 


Sinoe a heavy dawn air attack by the Japanese was anticipated, 
the PAUL HAMILTON oeased bombardment of KOURI SHIMA at 0335 and in accordance with 
orders of CTG 51.21, steamed into NAGO WAN to anchor in the protection which oould 
be afforded by the smoke boats stationed near the ships anohored in the bay. 

No attaok by the enemy developed, and the ship remained at anchor 
in NAGO WAN throughout the day and following night standing by for possible fire 
support assignments at IE S HIM A. 

A smallfbroe of Jap planes made an ineffective attack on ships 
in the OKINAWA area during the evening, one or two planes gassing directly over the 
ships in NAGO WAN. One plane was observed to orash on a hillside adjaoent to the 
anchorage. No direot attacks were made in the vicinity of NAGO WAN. 

0800 1200 2000 

26-34 N 26-34 N 26-34 N 

127-57 B 127-57 B 127-57 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) . 

22 April 1945 ZD-9 

At 0550 CTG 51.21 detaehed the PAUL HAMILTON to report to CTF 
54 in USS TENNESSEE (BB43), and at 0745 this ship took assigned station in a special 
anti-airoraft disposition of ships in Task Foroe 54, formed in a tight circular for¬ 
mation as follows* USS TENNESSEE (BB43), USS WICHITA (CA45), USS TEXAS (BB35), USS 
PAUL HAMILTON (DD590), USS TUSCALOOSA (CA 37), USS R.P. LEARY (DD664), USS ARKANSAS 
(BB33), USS H.L. EDWARDS (DD663), USS NEW YORK (BB34), USS WEST VIRGINIA (BB48), 

USS IRWIN (DD794), USS NEWMEXICO (BB40), and USS ROOKS (DD804). This force ateamed 
throughout the day to the westward of the HAGUSHI anohorage, in antioipation of a 
enemy air attaok. 
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22 April 1945 (continued) 

At 1735 this ship was detaohed form T.F. 64 to report to CTG 
51.22 in fire support seotor #6, following an uneventful day of stea min g with Task 
Foroe 64. Air Flash Red oaae at 1750* the long expeoted air attack finally devel¬ 
oping. 


At 1807 the PAUL HAMILTON was ordered by CTG 51.5 to proceed to 
anti-submarine patrol station Baker 25. about lli miles bearing 240°(T) from 
ZANPA MISAKI. Having arrived on station at 1852. the ship remained at General Quar¬ 
ters for the enemy air attaok. 

At 1930 several bogies were picked up closing from the northwest. 
Minutes later several other ships in the immediate vioinity opened fire on the raiders, 
one of which was observed to dive down a stream of traoer fire toward a destroyer 
about 2000 yards south of this ship. 

It is believed thattiis ship was not deteoted by the enemy, mainly 
beoause fire was withe Id throughout the attaok. Darkness had almost completely 
set in. and visibility was very limited twenty minutes later, all enemy planes had 
retired and the remainder of the night was uneventful. 

0800 1200 2000 

26-30 N 27-06 H 26-20 N 

127-11 E 125-55 E 127-SO E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

23 April 1945 ZD-9 


Released from duty by CTG 51.5 at dawn, this ship in com¬ 
pany with USS HALL (DD583) and USS TUSCALOOSA (CA37) proceeded to fire support 
seotor #2 at NAKAGUSUEU T5AN for fire support duties. However# upon arrival no 
firing assignment was given this ship, and at 1600 the PAUL HAMILTON, USS ST. 

I£UIS (CL49), and USS IR77IN (DD794) proceeded at flank speed to join night retire¬ 
ment Task Group 54.2 northwest of ZANPA lilSAKI. Ships of Task Group 54.2 included 
USS TTICHITA (CA45, CTG 54.2), USS H.L. EDWARDS (DD663), USS BARTON (DD722), USS 
ROOKS (DD804), USS IRTON (DD794), USS PRESTON (DD795), USS CALLAGHAN (DD792), and 
USS ST. LOUIS (CL49). Retirement to the northwest of OKINAWA was oarried out 
without event. 

0900 1200 2000 

26-15 N 26-14 I 26-38 N 

127-31 X 127-52 E 127-29 E 
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U.S.3 . PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) 
24 April 1945 


ZD-9 


At daybreak USS ST. LOUIS, USS ROOKS, and USS PAUL HAMILTON 
vere detached from T.G. 64.2 to prooeed to KEBAMA RETTO for logistics. 


Die day was spent in KERAMA RETTO fueling and rearming, upon 
completion of whioh this ship esoorted the ST. LOUIS to the HAGUSHI anchorage area. 

Die ship anchored for the night in the transport area, attached 

to T.G. 64.2. 


0800 


1200 


2000 


26-13 V 26-09 N 

127-17 E 127-20 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

26 April 1945 


26-20 N 
127-39 E 

ZD-9 , 


At dawn the ship got underway, and anohored south of the HAGUSHI 
area to oonduot bombardment of enemy positions in southern OKINAWA. 


Firing was continued throughout the day with excellent results 
reported by the VOF and the shore fire control party. 

Shortly before sunset the ship shifted position and anchored 
slightly north of previous berth to deliver illumination a nd harrassing fire 
throughout the night. 

0800 1200 2000 


26-17 S 26-17 N 

127-42 E 127-42 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

26 April 1945 


26-19 N 
127-43 E 


ZD-9 


Firing was oontinued until 0664 at which time the ship got under¬ 
way to stand to seaward in order to avoid being hit by an enemy shore battery, pos¬ 
ition undetected, firing directly on this ship. The battery was believed to be a- 
(Aout five inoh. Firing was resumed at 0730 as direoted by shore fire control party 
said VOF, and oontinued until 1415, at whioh time this ship was relieved by USS R.P. 
LEARY (DD664) in order to replenish ammunition. 

Loading of ammunition from an LST in the HAGUSHI Anchorage was 
eompleted by I860, and the ship anchored for the night in the HAGUSHI area. 
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Subjeot* 'War. Diary - April 1945 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
26 April 1945 (continued) 


Repairs to minor steam leaks in the main steam line were made 
by ships force during the night. 


0800 


1200 


2000 


26-16 N 26-18 N 

127-40 E 127-40 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

27 April 1945 


26-20 N 
127-42 E 


ZD-9 


At 0610 the PAUL HAMILTON got underway to escort USS WICHITA 
(CA45) to NAKAGUSUKU WAN, and there to report for duty to CTG 51.19. 

At 1142 this ship oommenoed firing at enemy positions in south¬ 
ern OKINAWA as directed by shore fire oontrol pary and spotting plane from USS 
tfwas (BB35). Hie plane was damaged by antiaircraft fire at 1310, and fire 
was oheoked until a relief spotting plane from USSTUSCALOOSA (CA37) was provided 
at 1435. 


Night harrassing and illumination fire was commenced at 2237, 
considerable delay having been oansed by the presenoe of enemy planes in the 
vicinity. 


0800 


1200 


2000 


26-08 N 26-13 H 

127-61 E 127-51 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) 

28 April 1945 


26-15 N 
127-51 E 


ZD-9 


At 0500 the ship got underway to prooeed to KKRAMA RET TO for re¬ 
fueling and rearming, arriving at 0730. 

Logistic requirements having been met, at 1645 the ship got un¬ 
derway and in company with USS ARKANSAS (BB33)„ USS NEW ORLEANS (CA32), and USS 
HOOKS (DD804) proceeded to HAGUSHI anohorage to anohor for the night as pa rt of 
Task Group 54.2. 


A rather strong foroe of enemy planes appro&ohed OKINAWA and the 
ship remained at General Quarters until the raid was over early the following morn¬ 
ing. No attempt to a n o h or was mads baoause of the heavy smoke oover throughout the 
urea, and the ship lay to until tha raid was over. 

0800 1200 2000 


26-16 N 
127-27 E 


26-14 
127-26 5 


26-20 N 
127-42 E 
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(DD590) 2D ’ 9 

At 0350 the ship anchored. In the afternoon the PAUL HAMILTON 
proceeded to HAKAGUKU WAS to report to CTG 51.19 for duty* anchoring in the bay at * 

1920. 


Enemy planes were in the OKINAWA area throughout the day and night* 
although in no great strength. 


0800 


1200 


2000 


26-20 N * 26-18 H 

127-42 E 127-50 E 

TJ.S.S. PAUL HAHILJOU (DD590) 

30 April 1945 


26-13 H 
127-51 E 


ZD-9 


At 0714 the ship commenced delivery of oall fire as directed by 
shore fire control party and YOF from the anchorage in KAKAGUSTJKU WAS. Firing 
was ceased at 1710* end the ship moved to anchor in assigned berth for the night. 
At 1943 night illumination fire eras commenced. 

0800 1200 2000 


26-13 H 26-13 H 26-13 H 

127-51 E 127-61 E 127-51 E 

e 



(16) 
















DD590/A16 
Seriali 027 

•ECLASSIFIED ,., 

C0I7IDSITZ1L 


* . . ( ? 

U.S.S. PAUL HAHILTOS (DD690) oja 
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Subjeots Whr Diary - May 1945* 

Boforonoat (a) CiaCPao Coaf. Ltr. 1CL-46 of 1 January 1945* 

U.S.S* PAJJL HA1CLT0I (DD590) ZD-9 

1 May 1945 

U.S.S. PAUL HAIOLTOH (DD590) attached to Task 
group 51*19, operating In HAJLAGUSUKU HAN, OKIHAWA SHIMA, RYUKYU 
ISLANDS* C.T.G. 51*19 Rear Admiral Fischler in U*S.S. TEXAS 
(BB35)* Other ship* in company included U*S.S* WICHITA (CA45), 
U.S.S. COLORADO (BB45), U.S.S. ARKANSAS (BB33), U.S.S. MOBILE 
(CM3), U.S.S* HEW ORLEANS (CA32), U.S.S. H.L. EDWARDS (DD663), 
U.S.S. HALL (DD583), and U.S.S. PRESTOH (DD795). This ship 
continued to carry out night illumination and harrasaing fire 
throughout the night in support of ground operations until 0529. 

At 0805, after haring shifted anchorage berths, 
the ship oomenoed firing in cooperation with a POP and shore 
fire oontrol party, firing until 1140, 



At 1445 in oonpaxxy -with the HETOELEANS and PRES¬ 
TOS, this ship proceeded to the HAGUSHI transport area and ano- 
hored in ooopany with T.O. 64.2, C.T.G. 54.2 in U.S.S. TENNESSEE 
(BB43). 

0800 1200 2000 

Anchored_ Anchored Anchored 

lAZAGUSUCT WAV IAKAGUSUKU TOR HAGUSHI, OKHAWA 

OKINAWA OKINAWA 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMIL70Y (DD690) ZD-9 

2 May 1946 


At sunrise this ship got underway and prooseded 
to 1 S B AH A RE T10 for reaming and refueling in ooopany with U.S.S. 
HEW MEXICO (BB40), U.S.S. HEW ORLEANS (CAS2), U.S.S. PRESTOH 
(DD795), and U.S.S. ROOKS (DD804). 


123319 
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BD690/A16 U.S.8. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) c jm 

Serial: 027 Fleet Po»t Offie* 

San Franoieoo, Calif* 

I 
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Subjectt Tfcr Diary - May 1945. 


2 May 1945 (Coat'd) 


{ 


Upon fulfillment of logistios requirement! at 1730, 
the ship proceeded to HAGUSHI anohorage and anchored in company with T.G. 
54.2. C.T.G* 64.2 in U.S.3. gPZSSXB (BB43). 


0800 

Anchored 
XERAliA HETTO 


1200 

Anohored 
XEBAM4 HETTO 


2000 

Anchored 
HAGUSHI. OKdAM 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMTLTOH (DD590) ZD-9 

2 May 1945 

At 0629 the ahip got underway and anohored in a fav¬ 
orable position south of the HAGUSHI transport area for firing at designated 
enemy targets in southern OOKATTA. Firing was oommenoed at 0600 and chooked 
at 1100. at whioh tine this ship prooeeded to anchor in HAGUSHI transport 
area, having been awarded 12 hours availability for ship's foroe repairs to 
main steam line. However, at 1135. this ship was directed to relieve the 
HEW ORLEAJIS on fire support mission and resumed firing at 1215. 


During the afternoon this ship resoued the orerar of a 
TBF from U.S.S* UDEPEHDEHCE (CVL22) which had made a water landing off HAHA. 
Mono of the throe survivors was seriously injured. 

Firing ms oeased at 1530. and the ship prooeeded to 
the HAGUSHI transport area and anohored for the night. 

0800 1200 2000 

26-19 I 26-15 I 26-22 H 

127-43 X 127-87 X 127-43 X 

U.S.S. PAUL HAXELTOV (DD590) ZD-9 

4 May 1945 


Several raids of eneay planes' were in the OKIHAnl 
area during the night and early morning. The ship got underway at 0630 and 
engaged in delivering oall fire end harraaeing fire in support of 0KIHA7IA 
ground operations from 1004 to 1755. 

At 1900. in company with the HEW OR LEAKS, this ship 
oonsenoed firing neutralising fire on HAHA and ITOHAH airfields, and there¬ 
after ooanonoed patrolling off the southwest ooast of OKINAWA on "flycatcher" 
patrol. Illuminating and harraaaing. 

0800 1200 2000 

26-13 X 26-15 X 26-11 H 

127-35 X 127-36 X 127-35 X 
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DD590/A16 U*S.S. PAUL HA1GLT0I (ED690) oj* 

S*riali 026 Fleet Port Offloe 

Stn Franoisoo* Calif* 

C OIPIDBIII1L 15 Jan# 1545 

Subject* Hsi/Diary - May- 1546 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD550) ZD-9 

6 May 1545 


Daring th# night* firing wag interrupted several times 
by the presence of eneay planes in the area* bat at 055S all firing had been 
completed* a pre-dam neutralisation of the SOUL and I TAL I AN airfields* 

At 0620 this ship joined Task Group 54*5* inoluding USS 
BARTON (DDT22), USS COLORADO (BB45), USS CALLA.GHAH (DD792), and USS PAUL HAM¬ 
ILTON (DD690) and prooeeded to TKRAMA RETTO for replenishment of fuel and 
ansanition. 


At 1845* logistio requirements having been oonpleted, 
this ship prooeeded to the HAGUSHI transport area and anchored for the night 
in oospany with T.O* 54*2* CTG 64*2 in CSS TENNESSEE (BB43). 

0600 1200 2000 

26-08 N 26-08 H 26-19 H 

127-19 E 127-20 E 127-40 E 

U.S.S* PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD-9 

6 May 1945 


Enemy planes were again around OKINAWA throughout the 
night and the -morning* At 0606 the ship got underway and joined fire support 
T*G* 54*1 for oall fire from the western side of OKINAWA* At 0627 this ship 
relieved the HEW ORLEANS an s tatian for fire support* 

At 1112 after enemy planes had oleared the area* firing 
on designated shore positions was ooesnenoed* At 1148 the ship anchored just 
north of KEZU SAKI to increase aoouraoy and effectiveness of fire* resuming 
fire when anchored* 


Firing was oeased at 1645* and at 1756 the ship got 
underway and reported for duty to ConCruDiv 6 in U*S.S* SALT LAKE CITT (CA26) 
for "flycatcher" duty off IAEA* 

At 1969 night illumination and harrasaing fire was oom- 
aanoed in oowpany with. U*S*S» SALT LAZE CITT and ¥J3*S* COMPTON (DD705) • 


0800 
26-15 ¥ 
127-56 S 


1200 
26-18 ¥ 
127-43 S 


2000 
26-07 I 
127-35 S 















I 


' o '• o 

DD690/A16 U.3.S. PAUL HAMILTON (SD690) ejn 

Serialt 027 Fleet Post Office 

Sea Francisco* Calif* 


£0 I P £D SIT£AL 


16 Juno 1945 


Subjects Tfcr Diary - May 1946 


PJLUL HjaULTCB (DD690) ZD-9 

7 May 1946 


Upon completion of flra support duties in ooapany with 
the SILT USE CITT and OGKpTOH, this ship at 0600 proceeded to report for duty 
■with TJS3 COLORADO (BB45) for further fire support missions* firing from the 
southwest tip of OKHATJA. firing was oosnenoed* underway* at 0846* and oeasad 
at 1430* at which time the ship regained with the COLORADO for the reminder 
of the day. 


At 1740 this ship joined US3 SALT LATE CITT for another 
night an "flycatcher" patrol west of KAHA* patrolling on a north - south line 
about 5000 yards west of the southwestern OQfiARA oeastline* delivering harras- 
ing* neutralising* and) ill 1mlnation fire throughout the night. 

0800 1200 2000 

26-05 I 26-07 I 26-07 V 

127-57 S 127-56 K 127-56 X 

U.S.S. PAUL HDULTOS (DD690) ZD-9 

• Kay 1946 


At 0600 this ship was released by ComCruDiv 6 in USS 
SALT LATE CITT to proceed and report to CTO 64.2 for duty. At 0836 the ship 
anchored in the HAGUSHI transport area* regaining at anchor for the remainder 
of the day. Time was spant affecting ship's force repairs and upkeep to 
various equipment throughout the ship. 

0800 1200 2000 
26-23 I Anchored Anchored 

127-41 E HAGUSHI, ODHATQL HAGUSHI* OUKA^L 

U.S.S. PAUL HAULTOK (DD590) 

• May 1946 ZD-9 

At 0610 the ship got underway* and in company with T*0. 
64.5 including USS SALT LAKE CITT* USS BARTQS (DD722), and USS LARS (DD558). 
proceeded to TKRAUA BSTTO for logistioo. 

Having arrived at T1BAMA RET TO at 0700* the day was 
spent rearming and refueling. 

_ At 1760 this ship escorted the SALT LAKE CITT back to 

the western 0EHA1QL area and set 1966 anehored in the HAGUSHI transport area 
for the night. 
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D.8.S. PAUL HiJULTOH (BD590) 
Fleet Post Office 
ten Franoiseo, Calif* 
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15 Jun * 1946 

Subject* Mhr Diary • May 1945 

9 May 1945 (Cost'4) 


Sonorous enemy pianos sore oror OKXKAfa. throughout the 
night, hooping tho crow at Gonoral Quarters almost continually until daybreak. 


0800 
26-10 H 
127-19 2 


1200 
26-10 I 
127-19 E 


2000 
26-22 S 
127-42 E 


TJ.8.S. PAUL EAtflLTOH (DD590) ZD-9 

10 May 1945 


The ship got underway at 0510 to proceed to HAZAGUSTJEU 
US to report to C.T.G. 51.19 for fire support duty. Prior departure from tho 
HAGUSHI area, sail for ships of T.G. 51.19 was rooeiTod aboard. 

At 0947 the shipsachored in HAEAGUSUED T&H, having reported 
to C.T.G. 51.19 in CSS TEXAS (BB35), and oanoeneed firing on enemy ground in¬ 
stallations at 1000. 


Throughout the day, firing was interrupted several times 
by enemy air aotivity in the area. The ship ceased firing at 1700 and at 
sunset shifted anchorage berths to take position for night illumination and 
harrassing firing missions. Firing was resumed at 2014. 

0800 1200 2000 

26-08 I 26-15 I 26-15 V 

127-58 2 127-49 E 127-51 E 

D*S.8. PAUL HA1DXT0I (EC690) ZD-9 

11 May 1945 


At 0655 the ship shifted berths and prepared to conduct 
further firing into enemy installations on southern OKIUATX. 

About 0805, after a night of interference from enemy air 
aotivity over 0EIHA.T2A, it was reported that strung waves of enemy planes were 
approaching CKHAT5A from the north. During the alert, ships of T.G. 51.19 were 
underway, lying to, in preparation for the expected attaok. However, the ex¬ 
tremely effective C.A*P. consisting of Marine Corsair fighters praotically com¬ 
pletely squelched the enemy raids before the latter were within striking dis¬ 
tance of OEUIATQL; end at 0914 the alert ended without damage to T.G. 51.19. 

The ship anchored again at 1020, and oomasnoed shore 
bombardment as scheduled at 1046. 

Firing was oeased at 1600, berths shifted at 1845, and 
night Illumination and harrassing fire was oomenoed at 1856. 
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U May (Cant’d) 

0800 1200 2000 

2«.13 ■ 26-14 I 26-14 I 

127-49 X 127-49 X 127-61 E 


U.S.S. PAUL HAJULTOI (DD690) ZD-9 

12 lfaty 1945 


Sight firing «u oeased at 0520* and at 0617 the ship 
got underway to ahift berths prior to firing the day’s support mission. At 
0734 firing ms commenced froia the new anchorage berth in cooperation with. 
Shore Fire Control Party and VOF* Firing was oeased at 1646, berths shifted 
at 1866* and night lllnwi nation, casmenoed at 2004* 

Enavy air aotirity was again considerable at sunset. 

0800 1200 2000 
26-13 I 26-13 I 26-13 H 

127-49 E 127-49 Z 127-49 E 

TJ.S.S. PAUL HAMTLTOH (ED690) ZD-9 

u Hay me 


Eight harrassing and illumination fire was continued 
throughout the night, the policy of the ship being to use smokeless powder 
during Air Flash White and to shift to flashless powder in the event of Air 
Flash Blue or Eed* 


_At 0600 thi s shi p and the LAYS and the B. P. LEARY 

escorted the HEW YOKE from XAEAGUSUEU TOE to Fire Support Sector #6. Upon 
arrival this ship and the B* P* LEARY proceeded to KKRAMA BETTO for logistics, 
arriving at 0846. 


Because of poor expediting of ammuni tion replenishment 
assi gnm e nt s, this ship was unable to load ammuni tion to fall allowance during 
the day. and at 1730 got underway to prooeed to BAEAOUSUEU TOH with tha B. P* 
LEARY, reporting to C.T.G. 61.19 at 1920. 

Sight illumination and harrassing fire was commenced at 
2049. and the ship anchored at 2052. 


0800 
26-07 V 
127-24 X 


1200 
26-10 I 
127-19 X 


2000 
26-13 H 
127-63 E 















1 


L 




l ' ' ‘ 

EC690/A16 ' U.S.S* PAUL HA1HLTCH (DD590) 0> 

S«rial t 027 Fleet Fort Office 

San Franolsoo, Calif* 

COIF ID — 15 Jane 1945 

Subject* lar Diary - Kay 1946 


A 


i 


i 

t 

i 

I 

\ 

i 

i 

« 


• i 

i 

i 

i •• 


V 


U*S.S. PAUL HA1HLT0H (DD590) ZD-9 

14 Kay 1945 


Bight illumination and harressing fire was completed 
at 0530* and at 0715 after radio oomtcml cations had been established with 
the assigned shore fire control party and VOP, fire uaa resumed in support of 
ground operations in southern OKifiAFU* 

At 0925 this ship proceeded to EATSUELEN KAB, to the 
north of the Baker anchorage, to load star she 11s from an LSI. Upon complet¬ 
ion, the PAUL HAMILTON returned to re Here the SI* LOUIS of her fire support 
duties while the latter replenished amnition* 

Firing uaa continued throughout the day, and night ill¬ 
umination and harrassing fire uaa oaamenoed at 1915* 

0800 1200 2000 
26-15 B 26-15 I 26-14 B 

127-49 E 127-50 E 127-50 E 

U.8.S. PAUL HA1CCLT0I (DD590) 

15 Kay 1945 ZD-9 


At daybreak, the night's firing mission haring been 
completed, the ship proceeded in accordance with orders of CTF 52 to ffraV-A 
BETTO for a scheduled 72 hour period of tender arailability for repairs and 
maintenance especially to boilers and the main battery* 

After seplsnishing ammunition to full a llowanoe, the 
ship went alongside U*S*S* HAJ6JL (AD20) at 1745, the 72 hour period oonrmana- 
ing at that time, 

0800 

26-07 I 
127-24 S 

U.S.S. PAUL HAKELTCK (DD590) 

IS Kay 1945 ZD-9 

Repairs, orerhanl, routine maintenance and up-keep, wosk 
and training for sonar and radar personnel occupied the crew throughout the 
day, assistance being rendered by the HAMPL as necessary. 

For the first time in tmo norths the erew was given an 
opportunity to sm movies on beard ship. 

0800 1200 

Korred at Koored at 

I75ULKA HETTO ISELiM BETTO 

-7- 


1200 2000 

26-10 I 26-15 I 

127-19 1 127-19 S 


2000 

Korred at 
rrpiUi eeTTO 
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15 Jens 1945 


0.8.8. PHIL EDCELTO (DD690) 
17 May 1945 


ZD-9 


Th#i day was spent alongsid# tbs HA1GJL (AD20), and fur* 
thsr work ms accomplished on the boilers end the 6“ battery, among numerous 
other priority repairs, further valuable training ms rendered by the te nde r 
to ir < ‘ tT ' ,T ' and radar personnel in A8W exeroises. 


0800 

Moored at 
ram EBTTO 

U.S.S. PAUL HIUELIOI (DD690) 
18 May 1946 


1200 

Moored at 
KERAMA RETTO 


2000 

Moored at 
KERAUA RETTO 


ZD-9 


Availability alongside the tender ended at 1700 this 
date, at which time the ship got underway. Results of the 72 hour period 
were most satisfying, and the assistance provided by USS HAUUL was in all 
respeots exoellent. Much oredit is due this tender for its oooperatioxu 

During the morning Captain E. J. MARTIN, Squadron 51. 

USI. ms detached from USS HALL (DD683) and ordered to prooeed and report to 
ConSeventhflt. at 1£YTB, P.I. Coiaaander L. BALDAUF U.S.H. Commanding Offioer. 
U.S.S. BALL (DD583), assumed temporary oomand of Destroyer Division 101. 

At 1700 this ship got underway and reported for duty to 
C.T.O. 64.3 in U.S.S. MOBILE (CL6S). At 1730 this ship, in company with U.S.S. 
MOBILE (CL63). U.S.S. CALLAGHAI (DD792). and U.S.S. BARTON (DD722), proceeded 
from KkkAKA RETTO toward western OKINAWA. At 1800 the three destroyers left 
U.S.S. MOBILE to roport to C.T.O. 64.1 in U.S.S. SALT LAKE CITY (CA25, Cam 
CruDiv 6) for night firo support assignments west of EAHA. 

Task Group 64.1 included U.S.S. SALT LAKE CITY (CA25), 
U.S.S. VICKSBURG (CL86), U.S.S. BARTON (DD722), U.S.S. MISSISSIPPI (BB41), 
U.S.S. VINCENNES (CL64). U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690), U.S.S. H.L. EDVARDS 
(DB663 )$ U.S.S. HAIL (DD583), and U.S.S. CALLAGHAN (DD792). 

Following the dissolution of a dusk alert anti-aircraft 
cruising disposition in whioh T.O. 64.1 steamed to the westward of NAHA City, 
U.S.S. SALT LAKE CITY and U.8.8. PAUL HAMILTON prooeeded to patrol about 6000 
yards off HAHA, delivering harrasslng fire and illumination on the ooastline 
and also harrasslng certain assigned enemy positions inland. 

0800 1200 2000 
Moorod at Moorod at 26-12 N t 

XERAM1 RETTO rrr?^ eITTO 127-35 X 
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17.8.3. PAUL HA1HLTCB (DD690) ZD-9 

19 May 1945 


"Flyoatoher" duties with the SALT LAKE CITY culminated 
at dawn* and the ship proceeded to take a position for anchoring favorable 
for firing Into enemy strongholds south of American front lines just north of 
ttaha City. Firing was ©oramenoed shortly after noon with the aid of a shore 
fire oontrol party. Ho VOF was supplied. However* sons exoellent shooting 
by this ship was reported by the shore fire oontrol party* and several enemy 
strongpolnts were neutralised or destroyed. 

Firing was ohooked at 1610* and the ship was underway 
during the dusk alert period* anchoring after dark north of HAHA. 

At 1957* still ms a unit of T.G. 54.1, this ship ooa- 
aenoed night harrassing and illumination fire. 

A heavy Jap air attack had been expeoted during dusk and 
moonlight hours* but no hint of an attaok developed during the night. 

0800 1200 2000 
26-11 5 26-15 H 26-19 N 

127-36 2 127-47 £ 127-42 2 

U.S.S. PAUL HA1CLLTCH (DD690) ZD-9 

20 May 1945 


After oompletion of the night's firing mission* the ship 
reported to C*T.G. 54.2 in U.S.S* KET77 Y032 (BB34), and anohored In the HAGUSHI 
transport area at 0750. The remainder of the day was spent at anchor. 

0800 1200 2000 
At Anchor At Anchor At Anohor 

HAGUSHI Anchorage HAGUSHI Anchorage HAGUSHI Anchorage 

U.S.S. PAUL HAUTT.TOH (DD590) ZD-9 

21 May 1945 

The ship joined T.G. 54.3 at 0500* getting underway at 
that time and proceeding to IFRAM1 RETTO for logistics in oompany with USS TEST 
YIRGIHIA (BB48), (CTG 54.3), USS COLORADO (BB45), USS VICKSBURG (CL86), and 
USS HALL (DD583). Arrlying at PRAHA RETTO, at 0700* this ship spent the day 
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CONFIDENTIAL 15 Jons 1945 

Subletx War Diary - May 1945 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

21 May 1945 (Cont'd) 

rHn^ ammunition aad foaling* 

Task Group 54.5 sortied from KKRAMA RETTO at 1700, pro¬ 
ceeding fra there to western OKINAWA. This ship reported to C.T.G. 54.1 in 
USS MOBILE (CL55) for nigit firing assignment at 1830. 

Shortly before sunset* several enemy planes attaoked 
shipping near OKINAWA. USS IRWIN (DD794), attatohed to T.G. 54.1* reported 
shooting down a "Tony” about 1900* No damage to Aaerioan Ships or installations 
was reported. 


e 

ZD-9 


After dark* the PAUL HAMILTON oommenoed night harrassing 
fire on enemy installations on southern OKINAWA from a position approximately 
between NAHA City and HESS SHIMA. 

0800 1200 2000 
At OBAMA BETTO At KENAMA EBTTO 26-14 N 

127-56 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) 

22 May 1945 ZD-9 

Having completed the night's sdssion* this ship* still 
attatohed to T.G* 54*1* now under oommand of ComCruDiv 5 in U.S.S. SALT LAKE 
CITY (CA25)* remained in approximately the same position throughout the morn¬ 
ing and afternoon working with a shore fire control party aid delivering area 
harrassing fire as called for. Visibility was very poor* and no definite 
ensmy targets oould be taken under fire. 

At 1825 T.G. 54.1* oonsisting of USS SALT LAO CITY (CA 
25)* USS WICHITA (CA45), USS HALL (DD564)* USS LANSDOTCIE (DD486), USS IDAHO 
(BB-12), USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590), USS MOBILE (CL63)* USS IRWIN (DD794), and 
USS R.P. LEARY (DD5G4)* formed a speoial anti-aircraft disposition and steamed 
daring dusk alert period west of NAHA and south of KIESB SHIMA. Upon disso¬ 
lution of this "6VT" formation (ordered by ConCruDiv 5), USS MOBILE and PAUL 
HAMILTON remained in the area* patrolling on "flyoatoher" duty* harrassing 
encry positions on the southwestern ooast of OKINAWA end providing illumin¬ 
ation and any other neoessery support for the inshore LCI patrol. No enemy 
activity near the eoastline was netod daring the nigjht. 

0800 1200 2000 

28-15 V 25-15 I 26-10 N 

127-55 B 128-55 I 127-56 E 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAVZLTOi (DD690) 

23 May 1946 ZD-9 

Still attatohed to T.G. 64.1, now under the c omm a n d 
of CoaDatDlT 4 in TJ3S IDAHO (BB42), this ship worked all day with shore fire 
control party and POP's for osoort carriers, firing at designated enemy targets. 

The ship reported to C.T.G. 64.2 at 1800 and anchored 
for the night in the HAGUSHI transport area. 


During the night sereral enemy planes approached QYJMM. 
through Texy poor Tisib l lity and low oeilling. Bo attacks were known to hare 

been made. 

0800 
26-15 B 
127-39 X 

U.S.S. PAUL EDCELIOH (DD690) 

24 May 1945 ZD-9 


1200 
26-15 B 
127-36 X 


2000 
26-20 B 
127-43 E 


At 0600 the ship reported to C.T.G. 64.3 in USS MISSISS¬ 
IPPI (BB41), and in company with the latter and USS BOOKS (DD804) proceeded 
to DRAMA BXTTO for rearning and refueling. 

Upon fullfileant of logistios, the ship left EERAMA EETTO 
and proceeded to HAGUSfll in company with USS HEW TCEE (BB34), USS MISSISSIPPI 
(BB41), and USS &OOXS (DD804). Tha ship anchored at HAGUSHI at 1936 in com¬ 
pany with T.G. 64.2, C.T.G. 64.2 in USS IDAHO (BB42). During tha night, 

sararal anany planes war* in tha immediate area. 

0800 1200 2000 
26-13 B 26-12 B 26-21 B 

127-20 X 127-20 X 127-43 X 


U.S.S. PAUL HAMTL70B (DD690) 

26 May 1946 ZD-9 


At 0820 the ship got underway and proceeded to fire 
import sector <§€ to relieve USS LATE (DD55S) of fire support duties. At 
0919, this ship ooaasnoed firing in cooperation with a shore fire control 
party, the w eat he r being too Inclement to permit use of spotting plsnes. 
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25 Kay 1945 (Coat'd) 

Doriag tbs morning enemy planes were almost constantly 
in the area, ceasing Burner oas interruptions in firs support missions* 

At 1816 tbs ship was released from fire support duties 
and proceeded to the HAGUSH anchorage, reported to C.T.G. 54*2 in USS SALT 
IASS CITY (CA25) for duty* and anchored for tbs night at HAGUSHI. 

0C00 1200 2000 

26-21 I 26-14 I 26-21 X 

127-43 X 127-37 X 127-42 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAJDLTOK (DD690) 

26 Kay 1945 ZD-9 

At 0532 the ship got underway and joined USS 71CESBU2G 
(CL86) to prooeed to lAXAGUSUXU TAX to report to C*T*G* 54*19 for duty in con¬ 
nection with fire support* 

Baaing reported to C*T*G* 51*19 (ConCruDiv 6 in USS SAX 
FRAHCISCO CA38), ths ship anohored in XAKAGUSUKU TAX at 1030 and stood by for 
fire support* 


Tiring was oonneaced at enemy ground installations 
(area harrassing fire ) at 1608* 

At 1840 ths ship shifted berths for night fire support 
mission} and at 1927 night illumination firing was started* 

0800 1200 2000 
28-04 X Anohored Anchored 

127-30 X HAKAGUSUEJ WAX, HAEAGUSUEU WAX, 

omim qkixata. 


U.S.S. PAUL HAKZL10X (DD690) ZD-9 

27 Kay 1945 


The night's missionms couple ted at 0542} and at 0620 
ths ship shifted anchorage berths to assume a position more farorabls for day's 
sch e d u led firing. 


At 0730 enemy planes broke through the ooabat air patrol 
and attaoksd shipping around OUKAWL. This ship got underway and took up an 
AA patrol station to se a wa r d af ths heavy ships of T.O. 51.19. 
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U*S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (00690) 

27 May 1945 (Coat'd) ZD-9 

All dear eras sounded at 1040, and the PAUL HAMILTON 
proceeded to anchor to delirer fire support mission. Firing was eommenced 
at 1306, and oeased at 1600. The ship shifted berths at 1610 and oonmenoed 
night harrassing and illumination fire at 1819* 

0600 1200 2000 

26-18 I 26-18 I 26-14 S 

127-88 E 127-38 I 127-37 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) ZD-9 

28 May 1946 


The ship remained at General Quarters almost continual¬ 
ly throughout the night while, numerous raids of enemy planes flew over the 
OEDtATuA area* It is believed most of the enemy's night raiders are of the 
nuisance type* 


At 0722, during Air Flash Blue, an enemy plane, attempt¬ 
ing to crash dive USS TEST VIRGINIA (BB48) anchored about 1000 yards of this 
ship, was knocked down by AA fire from the TEST VIRGINIA and the omiser PORT¬ 
LAND* Apparently the plane had sneaked around the island, closely hugging the 
rooky ooastline to avoid radar interoeption and appeared over the waters of 
the bay about 30 seconds prior to being shot down* 

Thereafter enemy planes oontinued to attaok shipping 
around OKINATA. without muoh suooess until 0858 at which tine all enemy planes 
had cleared the area* 


Shortly afterward, the ship anohored, and oonmenoed 
firing with the aid of a VOF and shore fire oontrol party at 1235* 

Firingvas oaased at 1645* At 1560 this ship was ordered 
detached from T.G* 81*19 and got undsrvwy to proosad to the HAGOSHI area to re¬ 
port to C.T.G* 82*12* 


The ship anohored for ths night at H1GUSHI at 1983* 
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28 Hay 1946 (Cont'd) 


As per C*T*F* 51*a 271S56 of May 1946* T*F* 61 beoane 

T. 7* 51 of the U.S. Third Fleet at 0000 May 28, 1946. 

0800 1200 2000 
26-14 I 26-14 I 26-20 N 

127-60 E 127-60 X 127-44 E 

U. S.S. PAUL HA-MIL TOE (DD690) 

29 May 1945 


At 0511 the PAUL HAMILTON* USS BEALE (DD471) end USS 
TWIGGS (DD691) proceeded to KFRAMA RETTO for replenishment of fuel and amm¬ 
unition. The Conran ding Officer of the PAUL HAMILTON now assumed command 
of DesDir 101* ainoe the departure of USS HALT. (DD583 for E2TTE, P.I. 

Upon ooxplotion of replanl ah want, thia ship anohored in 
XERAMA BLTTO for the night* 

0800 1200 2000 
26-12 V 26-11 H 26-10 N 

127-20 E 127-20 X 127-20 E 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD690) 

50 May 1945 ZD-9 

At 0550 the ahip got underway and proceeded to the 
HAGUSHI area* «nd hawing reported to C*T*G* 31*26 in USS BISCAXNE (AGC18) for 
temporary duty, anohored in the HAGUSHI area* 

0800 . 1200 2000 
Anohored HAGUSHI, Anohored HAGUSHI, Anohored HAGUSHI, 

OEUAHL OKINAWA OKINAWA 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (ED690) ZD-9 

. 51 May 1946 


At 2515 the ahip got underway in oompany with Task Unit 
51*26.51 to carry out ComFhibGrpe 4 Op Flan A408-46, involving the oaptiure 
and defense of HETA SHIMA, northwest of OKINAWA 8HDIA. Ship a of the Unit 
included USS CONVERSE (DD509), USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD690), USS TWIGGS (DDS91), 
USS BEALE (DD471), end USS DALI (DD619). Taak Unit 51*26*51 included the fire 
eupport ship* assigned to the operation* 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

SI Hay 1945 (Coat'd) ZD-9 

the fir* destroy era, under tactical oonmand of C.T.U. 
S1.25.S1 la UES COHVEESK (DD509)# steansd in column rest, then north toward 
the ohjeotiee area# preoeding the sain body of 1ST'a# a to. included, in T.G. 
51.25 

0600 1200 2000 
Anchored# HAGUSHX# Anchored# HAGU3HI# Anchored. WAraisffT 

0EIHA1QL OmiTU. OCXARA 



ees CinCPao 
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References (a) CinCPao oonf ltr 1CL-45 of 1 January 1945. 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD(-9) 

1 June 1945. 


At 0115 T.U. 31.25.31, consisting of USS CONVERSE 
(DD509),CTO 31.25.31), USS PAUL HAMILTON, USS „EALE, USS DALY, 
and USS TWIGGS, proceeding in accordance with ComPhibGroup FOUR 
Operation Plan A-408-45 to Iheya Shina, Okinav/a Gunto, from the 
Hagushi Transport Area, effected rendezvous with a mine sweeping 
unit (T.U. 32.5.4) and proceeded in company toward the objective 
preceding the main body of LST’s and accompanying ships of e 

T.G. 31.25 (CTG 31.25, Rear Admiral REIFSCHNEIDER, USN, in USS 
BISCAYNE (AGC18). 

Visibility was very poor. At 0315 CTF 32 at 
Hagushi ordered CTS 31.26 to postpone the operation and return 
immediately to the Hagushi Anchorage. 

While Iheya Retto was in full view (the visibility 
of the objective area was improved rapidly after 0300 ) all ships 
of the attacking force turned back to set ooorse for Hagushi. It 
is believed what the Japanese at Iheya Retto must have seen the 
minesweeping unit and the gunfire support ships as they approached 
the objective. 

At 0952 the ship anchored to seaward of the LST’s in 
the Northern part of the Hagushi Anohorage after screening the 
heavy ships returning to the anohorage area. 

The ship fueled in the afternoon from USS ENOREE 
(A069) off Zanpa Kisaki and returned to anonor at 1520. 

Positions 

0800 26-28 N 1200 26-21 N 2000 26-21 N 

127-31 I 127 30 E 127-30 E 


134059 



-i 
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USS PEEL HAMILTON (DD590) 

2 June 1945 


The ship remained at anchor throughout the d ay. Again the 
scheduled invasion of Iheya Shima was postponed another twenty-four (24) 
hours* 

Positions 

0800 Anchored, Haguahi 1200 Anchored, Hagushi 2000 Anchored, Hagushi 

Area, Okinawa Area, Okinawa Area, Okinawa 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

3 June 1945 


At 0113 the ship got underway and acting ComDesDiv 101 in USS 
PAUL HAMILTON assumed command of T.U. 31.25.31 during the absence of USS 
CONVERSE whose sortie was delayed because of an engineering casualty. At 
0120 T.U. 31.25.31 formed’in column as follows* USS PAUL HAMILTON, USS BOLE, 
USS DALY, and USS TWIGGS. After olearing the anchorage, a Northerly course 
to leave Ie Shima to starboard was set, and the unit proceeded in accordance 
with previous instructions toward Iheya Shima, the objective area. 

A few bogies we e in the vioinity of the fire support ships 
enroute, but they did not detect the movement of the ships northward, it is 
believed. 

At 0623 ComDesDiv 46 relieved ComDesDiv 101 as C.T.U. 31.25.31, 
the USS CONVERSE havin t , joined the fire support unit. 

At 0715 course was set to put the fire support ships in posit¬ 
ion to commence firing on Iheya Shima eastern beach areas, preparatory to 
initial landings on the island. The fire support ships steamed to the East 
and slightly on the of the minesweepers, remaining outside he 100 fathom 
curve until the shallower water was swept clear of mines. 

At 0730 the minesweepers had completed their exploratory runs 
in the vioinity of the eastern shore of Iheya Shima with negative results 
and proceeded north to round the island to che westward. 

The fire support ships proceeded independently to their assigned 
stations* At 0747 the ship went to General Quarters* and while closing the 
range to the beaoh fire was opened at 0815. 

Area neutralization and harassing fire was continued until 1045 
when the first waves of elements of the SECOND Marine Division landed on Iheya 
Shima. Fire was subsequently lifted to inland areas, and at 1110 the ship 
ceased firing and stood by in the same position for possible call fire, whioh 
was never needed. 

The landing prooeeded successfully and rapid advances by the 
Marines were effected. The visibility throughout the day was good, although 
a very low oeiling prevailed. 
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OSS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
3 June 1945 (coobitnsed) 


Shortly after 1200 large bogeys were detected dosing f rom the 
North, estimated, to total from 30 to 50 enemy planes. At 1248 Air Flash Blue 
and at 1300 Air Flash Bed were originated by CTG 31*25, From 1300 to 1500 the 
alert lasted. However, the CAP from lontca and Ie Shima fields proved so 
affective that only two or tfar3e enemy planes approached within gun range of the 
assault force. No damage to any ships at Iheya Ret to was incurred. 

The occupation of Iheya Shima proceeded rapidly and with pract¬ 
ically no opposition. The only problem which presented any •difficulty was the 
expeditious unloading of the 1ST'a which had to be unloaded by small craft, the 
beaches not being suitable for direct ehip-to-betch unloading. 

At 1602 this ship proceeded to join CSS FOOTE on the west side 
of Iheya Shima to maintain a radar picket and anti-seal! craft patrol, tactical 
comand being assumed by OooDesDiv 101 upon arrival. 

Positions 

0600 27 01 N 1200 27 ol N 2000 27 06 N 

126 00 E 126 00 E 127 55 E 

OSS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

4 June 1945 

?he PAUL HAMILTON and the FOOTE continued radar picket patrol 
in ccnpany with two LCS's to the weat of Iheya .Shima throughout the day until 
1225 when the ships were ordered to rejoin Task Group 34,25 to proceed to anchor 
off Northwestern Okinawa, 

At 1739 the ahips of Task Group 31*25 anchored in A/A formation. 
Two OS's were assigned to petrol to seaward of the anchored ahips. 

Positions 


0600 27 06 * 
127 55 2 


1200 27 06 N 
127 55 E 


2000 26 46 N 

126 08 E 


USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

5 June 1945 

At 0400 Task Group 31.25 got underway to resume unloading oper¬ 
ations at Iheya Shima, the danger of tbs anticipated typhoon having ceased. 

At 0526 the PAUL HAMILTON and the FOOTE proceeded independently 
to the western side of the island to resume their former duries on radar picket 
patrol, arriving on station at 0620. Patrol waa continued throughout the day. 

Positions 

1200 27 06 N 

127 55 * 


3 


* 


0600 


27 07 H 

127 52 X 
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2000 27 07 N 

127 55 E 
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OSS PAUL HAMILTON (£0590) 
6 June 1945 


At 0604 the FOOTE was released to proceed on duty assigned, 
and this ship continued patrol in cocrpany with LCS 69. 

At 1505 USS CHARLLS AUSBURNE joined this ship on patrol and 
CooDesRon 23 assumed tactical command. 

Patrol was continued throughout the day. Occasional bogey con¬ 
tacts alerted shipe in the area, but no enemy planes came within gun range of 
this ship. 

Positions 

0800 27 04 N 1200 27 06 N 2000 27 08 N 

127 52 E 127 56 E 127 56 E 

CSS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

7 June 1945 


At 0545 the PAUL HAMILTON and the CHARLES AUSBURNE were 
relieved on station by USS FOOTE and USS CONVERSE, the former two destroyers 
proceeding, to Kerama Retto for refueling and rearming in accordance with 
orders of CTG 31*25. 

The ship entered Kereama Retto at 0811 and the day was spent 
fulfilling logistics requirements. 

At 1507 the ship got underway, left Kerama Retto, and pro¬ 
ceeded to anchor in the Norther part of Hagushi Anchorage to eeaward of ships 
of T.G. 31*25 which had completed operations at Iheya Shima and had returned 
to Hagushi during the day. 

Positions 

0800 26 21 N 1200 Moored 2000 Anchored 

127 25 E Kerama Retto Hagushi,Okinawa 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

8 June 1945 

The ship remained at anchor throughout the day. 

Poeltions 

0600 Anchored 1200 Anchored 2000 Anchored 

Hagushi, Okinawa Hagushi, Okinawa Hagushi, Okinawa 
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DBS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
9 June 1945 


• At 0109 the ship got underway and proceeded to take station in company 

with Task Group 31*25 disposed in special A/A formation "5A", proceeding with Com- 
PhibGroup FOUR Operation Elan A-408-45* - .. 

Although several bogeys were detected near the assault force proceed¬ 
ing to Aguni Shima, no attack was made. 

At down Aguni Shima wae plainly visible and at 0505, the fire support 
ships. Including this ship, commenced area harassing and neutralization fire on 
the eastern beach areas of Aguni Shima prior to scheduled landings. This ship fired 
from 2000 yards ofl' the beach. 

At 0610 the island was declared secure, and shortly thereafter unload¬ 
ing operations were commenced on the Southern side of the island. This ship main¬ 
tained an A/A patrol to seaward of the LST'a engaged in unloading operations through¬ 
out the day. 

At 2015 this ship proceeded to an anti-submarine patrol station about 
ten miles south of Aguni Shima, arriving on station at 2058. 

Several enemy planes were encountered at sunset and during the night 
by ships of the assault force, but no damage to any ships was incurred. One enemy 
plane dropped several bright flares near the unloading area at 2233, but the illum¬ 
ination was not followed up with any attack. 

Positions 

0800 26 32 N 1200 26 32 N 2000 26 31 N 

127 11E 127 10 E 127 11 E 

DBS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

IP June 1945 

At 0952 this ship was relieved on anti-submarine patrol by USS EKiONCS 
and in accordance with orders of CTU 31*25*3 (CDS 23 in CHARLES AUSBURNE) proceeded 
to relieve USS DALI on A/A station about five miles north of Aguni Shima. This 
ship relieved the DALI at 1023 end assumed tactical command of ships including USS 
FOOTE, CSS PAUL EiCLTON and DBS LCS 120. 

At 1117 this ship made a spnnr contact and proceeded to investigate. 

The contact proved to be a large shark swimming nearby. 

At 1327, in accordance with orders of CTG 31»25 the FOOTE and the 
PAUL HAMILTON left the Northern A/A patrol station and effected rendezvous with 
T.G. 31*25 to return to Hagushi, operations having been, successfully completed at 
A jiurt Shima* 

At 1734 this ship anchored in the Northern part of Hagushi Anchorage 
to seaward of the LST's in T.G. 31*25. 

Positions 

0800 26 30 N 1200 26 29 * 2000 Anchored, Hagushi 

127 12 S 127 15 K Anchorage, Okinawa 
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OSS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

11 June. 1945 ■ 


At 1055 this ship reported for doty to CTF 32, remaining at 
anchor in the Hagushi Anchorage throughout the day. 

Positions 

% 

0800 Anchored, Hagushi 1200 Anchored, Hagushi 2000 Anchored, Hagushi 

Anchorage, Okinawa Anchorage, Okinawa Anchorage, Okinawa 

OSS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

12 June 1945 

At 0542 the ship got underway and as part of T.G. 32*11, fire 
support group. Southern Okinawa, escorted USS IMHO to fire support ship line off 
' Southwestern Okinawa. This ship commenced A/A patrol to seaward of the firing 
ships of T.G. 32.14 at 0655. 

At 1800 this ship reported to CTG 32.11 ^CDS 66 in USS PUTNAM) for 
night Illumination firing off Southwestern Okinawa. 

At 1910 a dead Japanese was observed floating face down in the 
water close aboard tbe ship and steps were taken to examine the body for any infor¬ 
mation of military nature, ^one of the latter was found, hear ever, and the body 
was returned to the water. It was assumed that the body was that of a Japanese 
foot soldier previously fighting on Okinawa. 

Night illumination was commenced at 2125. 

Positions 

0800 26 11 N 1200 26 11 N 2000 26 16 N 

127 35 E 127 31 E 127 35 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

13.June 1945 


At 0400 night illumination was ceased. At 0845 this ship commenced 
call fire on Southern Okinawa in support of ground operations as requested by the 
Shore Fire Control Party. 

Call fire was ceased at 1623, and thereafter this ship escorted 
USS IDAHO to fire support Sector #2 in Nokagusuku Wan, reporting for duty at 1830 
to CTG 32.14 (CoaEctDiv 4 in USS WEST VIRGINIA). 

At 1947 this ship anchored in Xonabaru Wan, Nakagusuku Wan, Okinawa 
prior to delivering night illumination firs. Fire was opened at 2026. 

Positions 

1200 26 08 N 

127 35 * 


-6- 


0600 26 09 W 

127 34 * 


2000 26 12 N 

127 49 E 
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COnFIICTIAL 
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D«S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Fleet Poet Offlee 
San Fr anils oo, Calif, 

10 July 1945 


Subject: War Clary - June 1945 


OSS PAUL HAMILTON (ED590) 
14 June 1945 


^ight illumination end harassing fire was ceased at 0507, and the 
ship got underway at 0520 to proceed to Fire Support Sector #5 off Southwestern 
Okinawa. At 0700 the PAUL HAMILTON reported to CTG 32.11 in USS TENNESSEE for 
duty and at 0715 co m m en ced patrolling to seaward of USS MISSISSIPPI providing A/A 
protection for the latter. 

The ship was released from A/A screening duties at 1810 at which 
tins the PAUL HAMILTON reported for duty to CTG 32.11 (CooDesBon 60 in USS BARTON) 
for delivery of night Illumination fire on Southern Okinawa. 

At 2015 fire waa opened from a position off the Southwestern coast 

of Okinawa. 


Positions 


0600 26 11 N 

127 34 E 


1200 26 09 N 

127 34 E 


2000 26 10 N 

127 36 E 


BBS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
15 June 1945 


At 0510 this ship ceased illumination firs and at 0532 reported 
to USS NEST VIRGINIA to escort the latter to Kerama Rett© for logistics replen¬ 
ishment. 

The day was spent refueling and rearming at Kerama Betto until 
1627 when this ship proceeded with USS VEST VIRGINIA to the Hague hi Anchorage 
where both ships anchored for the night. 

Positions 


1200 26 12 H 2000 26 19 N 

127 20 X 124 43 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

16. June, 1945 


0600 26 12 H 

127 20 S 


At 0506 the ship got underway to join Task Group 32.11 off South¬ 
western Okinawa, and at 0600 this ship took station far A/A petrol to seaward of 
the firing slips. Patrol was maintained until 1603, at which time, this ship, 
detailed from Tank Group 32.11 proceeded to the Hagushi Anchorage to receive 
official mail from USS TENNESSEE for further delivery to various units of T.G. 
32 . 11 . 

Delivery of mail having been completed at 1735, the ship proceeded 
to fire support .secter #3 off the Southwestern Old nama beaches to deliver night 
illumination sod harassing firs. 

Firing was commenced at 2000 and continued throughout the nig h t. 

Positions 

0800 ' 26 11 V 1200 26 13 I 2000 26 09 N 

127 33 S 127 33 E 127 53 B 

- 7 - 
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Serial: 031 

fimiTTDSmAL 

Subject* War Diary - June 1945 


OSS PAUL HA1HLTDN (DD590) 

17 June 1945 

From 0008 until 0259 illumination at the rate of seven etare per 
hour was delivered for Oboe 810 on Southern Okinawa. 

From 0259 to 0319 the flash condition was red. Two bogey raids 
approached from the west and opened after passing over Kerama Betto. 

Harassing fire was completed by 0443. 

At dawn mail was transferred to tho USS PRESTON after which the 
OSS PAUL HAMILTON was detached from Task Group 32.14> the Eastern Fire Support 
Group, and directed to proceed to the Hagushi Anchorage in order to receive fur¬ 
ther instructions from CTF 31 ab oard the USS TENNESSEE. On the way to Hagushi 
■ail was transferred to the USS JLktflN. The ship anchored at Hagushi during the 
morning. 

At 1248 this ship in company with the USS VINCENNES got underway 
to proceed to Pearl Harbor* T.H., via Guam Island* Marianas, Islands, and Eniwetok 
Atoll, March? 11 Islands * in accordance with ComTHIRD Fleet dispatch 040104 of June 
1945 and CTF 31 dispatch 161205 of June 1945* Speed of advance 16 knots. 

Poaitiona 


J • •* u 

U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco* Calif* 

10 July 1945 


0800 1200 2000 24 54 N 

Anchored at Hagushi, Western Beaches, 128 31 E 

Okinawa Shim, Hansel Shoto 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

18 June 1945 


At 1450 the ship maneuvered independently to investigate a 
merchant typa life raft which was discovered to be empty and disclosed no identif¬ 
ication marks. 

Poaitiona 

0800 22 41 N 1200 21 52 H 2000 20 20*6 H 

130 14 E 130 42 E 132 05 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

19.June.1945. • 


The commanding officer mads a material inspection of the ship 
daring the morning and afternoon. 

Positions 


0800 18 41 * 
134 37 E 


1200 21 52 K 

135 07 E 


2000 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) v 
F leet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif, 

10 July 1945 


Subjects 1 st Diary - June 1945 


OSS PAUL HAMILTON (SD590) 
20 Jane 1945 - 


From 1444 to 1602 the ship fueled from the USS VINCHCES. 

SG surface radar contact at 2143 bearing 196°(T) at 10 miles 
was dial 1 waged over TBS and identiflod as USS fcHITE PLAINS (CVE66). 

At 2316 a second surface contact was picked up on the SG radar 
at 14 miles bearing 159° (T) . The contact was challenged over TBS without 
reply. The target was tracked on course 045°(T) at 10 knots. 

Position 

0800 15 39 N 1200 14 58.4 N 13 43 N 

139 24 E 140 54.1 £ 142 50 £ 

OSS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

21 Jane 1945 


At 00Q3 the PAUL HAMILTON was ordered to investigate the SG 
radar surface contact of 2316 June 20, 

At 0009 the contact was closed to a mile, successfully chal¬ 
lenged by light, and identified as the USS CHESTNUT (AN11). *he USS PAUL 
HAMILTON rejoined and took station ahead of the USS VINCENNES. 

At 0035 made radar contact (SG) on Guam Island, Marianas Islands, 
at 45 allies, bearing 080°(T). 

0200 Changed sons description to (-10). 

At 0452 Passed Guam Island, Marianas Islands, abeam to port at 
12 miles. Lights from the island were visible against the sky. 

At 0744 the ship commenced kj A exercises with main and machine 
gon batteries firing on a sleeve in "Tare" runs. Completed kjk firing at 0852, 
At 2045 SG surface contact to the south at 23 miles was ident¬ 
ified as CDS 47 in company with Task Unit 30,13 on base course 073°(T) 15 knots. 

Positions 


0800 12 58 N 1200 12 52.9 N 2000 12 41 N 

145 31 £ 146 28.7 E 148 38 E 

•/ 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

22 Jane.^945* 

Proceeding as before to Eniwetck Atoll, Marshall Hands (an 
intermediate stop for fuel) and Pearl Harbor, Made radar contact and visual 
sightings on various merchantmen, and U.S. Naval Auxiliaries throughout the day. 

Positions 


0800 12 26.3 N 

151 29.5 E 


1200 12 22 M 

152 27 £ 


2000 


12 08.5 N 
154 33 2 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (EE590) ' 

Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif 

10 July 1945 


Subject: War Diary * June 1945 


OSS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD(-IO) 

23 June 1945 


At 0200 the sons description tine was changed to (-11) 
During the morning the Commanding Officer made a personnel 
inspection at the conclusion of which the crew was mustered to witness the 
presentation of an "Order of the Purple Heart" Award. 

Various radar contacts and visual sightings of friendly 
shipping were again made throughout the day. 

Positions 


0800 11 42.5 N 1200 11 30.6 N 2000 11 17 N 

157 15.0 E 158 14.3 E 160 09 E 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-11) 

24 June 1945 


At 0330 contact on Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands, or on 
shipping within the atoll was made on the SG radar bearing 048°(T), 25 miles* 

At 0630 the USS PAUL HAMILTON preceded by the USS VINCIMNES 
entered Eniwetok Atoll, both ships proceeding alongside Naval auxiliaries for 
fuel. 

From 0840 to 1039 the ship fueled from the USS 10163 in berth 
L-2, Anchorage A. 

At 1127 the USS PAUL HAMILTON and the USS VINCENNES departed 
from Eniwetok Atoll for passage to Pearl Harbor, Oahu, T.H. 

At 1230 the USS KASAAN BAY (CVE69) was passed on an opposite 
course 1000 yards abeam to starboard. 

Friendly shipping was again, contacted and sighted intermit¬ 
tently throughout the day. 

Positions 


0800 1200 
Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands. 


2000 11 44 N 

164 38 E 


USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

25 June 1945 

The crew was exercised in General Drills during the morning. 

A few contacts With friendly shipping were made during the day. 
Positions 

0800 12 35 ■ 1200 12 54.4 N 2000 13 28 N 

167 24 B 168 16.8 E 170 09 E 


>10- 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

PLfiet Post Office 
-an Francisco, Calif, 

10 July 1945 


Subject* War Clary — June 1945 


USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
26 June 1945 


At 0200 Changed Zone Description time to (-12). A few contacts, 
with friendly shipping were again wade today. 

PoeitIona 

0800 14 12 N 1200 14 32 H 2000 15 01.5 N 

173 02.5 E 174 03 E 176 06.2 E 

CBS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (-12) 

27 June 1945 


IXiring the morning the companding officer conducted a personnel 

inspection. 

Again friendly shipping was occasionally encountered during the day. 
Positions 

0800 15 59 N - 1200 16 06.6 H 2000 16 33 N 

179 20 E 179 46.3 W 177 36 W 

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (*>12) 

27 June 1945 

At 0000 the Zone Description time was changed to (plus Lc;. 

At 0910 the ship started to fuel from the USS VINCENNES. 

At 1037 water in the fuel oil'resulted in the loss of suction in 
the forward fire room. The commanding officer of the USS VINCENNES at once diag- 
nossed the trouble and stopped his engines in time to prevent the loss of fuel hoses. 
The after boiler supplied steam until auction was regained forward at 1055. At 1113 
fueling was completed. 

At 1325 the ship went to General Q> *L.ers for test firing of 5 n /3& 
caliber A/A Common projectiles, fuse Mk 53* Mod 404k BET was also fixed. Test¬ 
ing was completed by 1356. 

At 1700 the USS PAUL HAMILTON proceeded to open the range on the USS 
VINCENNES preparatory to a practice torpedo run. The run was successfully executed, 
after dark and before the moon was up. The USS VINCENNES took evasive courses and 
speeds while the US3 PAUL HAMILTON closed to high speed effective range, simulated 
firing, retired to intermediate range and again simulated firing. 

Positions 

0800 17 13.5 H 1200 17 27 H 2000 17 49 N 

174 43 W 173 43 W 171 43 W 


-11^ 


/ 
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U.S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (0)590) '' 

Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif 

10 July 1945 


Subject: War Diary — June 1945 


CSS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 
28 June 1945 


At 0200 the Zone Description time was changed to (plus ll) 
During the morning general drills were held. 

Positions 


0800 18 17.2 N 

174 43 W 


1200 18 30 H 

173 43 W 


2000 17 49 N 

171 43 W 


OSS PAUL EAMILTON (DD590) ZD ( T U) 

29 June 1945 


At 1000 the Zone Description time was changed to (plus 10^). 

At 1122 a sonar contact was wade at 800 yards bearing 090°(T). 
The echo was lost a minute later when the range had closed to 500 yards on the 
same bearing. The contact was evaluated as boubtful and was not regained. After 
passing over the position of the contact operations observant were commenced. In 
the meantime the OSS VINCENNES wade emergency maneuvers add effectively concealed 
'herself in stack amoks. At 1224 the ship rejoined USS VIKCM1ES. 

At 1400 Zone Description time was changed to (plus 10) 

At 1900 Zone Description time was changed to (plus 9^ 

. Positions 


0800 19 13 H 1200 19 20 H 2000 19 37 N 

162 24 W 161 56 V 159 46 W 

OSS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) ZD (+92) 

30 June.. 1945 

During the night of 29-30 June frequent radar and visual contacts 
were made on friendly shipping for the most part* headed west and burning navigation- 
al lights. 

Twice the USS VINCENNES ordered cease rig—sagging to avoid 
merchantmen, ones at 0042 and again at 0210. 

At 0400 a pre-dawn simulated air attack was started. A division 
of Corsairs split into three raids, closed several times to four or five miles and 
dropped a large quantity of window. The window w?s effective on the SC radar, but 
did not prevent tracking. A skillfully maneuvered decoy plane drew attention from 
the main group as the attack was driven home. 

At 0630 tracking exorcises on torpedo attack planes started. 

At 0819 Scheduled k/k gunnery exercises for all batteries were 
c om men c ed 1 a operating area 6-10 with tractor planes towing sleeves. 
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Serial! 031 
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Subject; War Diary — June 1965 


OSS PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

30 June (continued) 

0620-0900 the tew plane aade Baker runs* 

0900-0945 George runs 
0945*1030 Chcrlie-Tare runs 
IO 3 O-IH 5 Uncle runs 

From 1130 to 1230 elementary fighter director exercises ve.e 
conducted with two divisions of Hellcats, the USS VINCENNES and USS PAUL HAMILTON 
taking turns as Fighter Director Ship. Fighter direction was reduced to a min¬ 
imum because the “bogey* division made their attacks after opening out to only 
five or six miles* 

1345-1445 The USS VINCENNES and the USS PAUL HAMILTON conducted 
a radar calibration practice with a tow and sled* 

1730 This ship entered Pearl Harbor entrance channel preceded 
by USS VINCENNES and at 1900 moored in berth D-l, Middle Loch, Pearl Harbor, Oahu, 
T.H., for logistics* 


) . •' u 

" U*S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) 

Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif* 

• 10 July 1945 
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F.S.S. P1DL HAMILTON (DD690)* 
e/o Fla at Fostoffioe, 

San Francisco* California* 
1 September 1946 


: 


Frosu Commanding Officer* 

To * Conmandar la Chief* U5ITED STATES FI£ET* 

Subject* Far Diary - <Jfc2y 1946*. 

Reference* (a) CiaCFao Conf Ltr ICL-45 of 1 Janury 1945* 




CSS pm HAMILTON (DD690) 

JED plus 9^ 

the Destroyer Base, 

1 July 1246 

The ship -was underway at 1649 # proceeding for 

Sen Die no, California for routine overhaul* 

The passage was smooth 

and uneventful* 

CCCO 

1200 

2000 

21-22-593 

21-22-691 

21-16-75 

158-36-30F 

158-S6-30F 

167-32F 

2 July 1946 

0£ca 

1200 

ZD pins 9& 

2000 

22-3953 

23-0461 

23-505 

164-54W 

!65-66¥ 

161-66-8F 

5 July 1946 

OCCO 

1200 

2D pins 9i 

2000 

25-00-005 

25-255' 

26-105 

148-OCT?' 

148-06¥ 

146-0677 

4 July 1946 

OCCD 

1200 

ZD pins 8^ 

2000 

27-103 

27-341 

28-215 

142-5077 

142-OOF 

1S9-49F . 

6 July 1945 

ocoo 

1200 

xp plus ft 

2000 

29-17-6 I 

27-34 ¥ 

28-21 5 

142-68 ¥ 

142-00 F 

139-49 F 

6 July 1946 

0000- 

1200 

*o plus iY^ 
2000 

61-04 3 

31-204 I 

31-45 I 

129-62 yr 

128-61 F 

126-38 F 

7 July 1945 


Z£> plus f 


It IT00. the SG radar mada contact on. land identified as San Hioolaa Island 
and fcthcmtcr readings acre started* 

At 2126 a fathometer reading of 6*1 fathoms was obtained an a seotion of Tanner 
Ba al:* Approach to the entrance of San Diego Bay aas sided by fathometer plot 


139115 
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DD590/a 16-3 
Serial OSS 


u 

U*S.S. PAUL HAVTLTOJ (BD590)* 
1 September 1245 


Subjects 


War Diary - *2y 1945* 


radar contact on land* and navigational lights* 

POSITION 


0800 

52-20-6 S 
133-12*8 W 


1200 
32-31 I 
122-13*9 ▼ 


2000 

32-51*8 5 
112-52*5 ▼ 


8 July 1245 2D plus 7 

Pt Lem light was sighted at 0600 and at 0540 the ship passed the seaward 
channel buoy* The Boarding Officer was received aboard a few minutes later* 

At OSCQ the ship passed into i n l a n d waters and San Diego Bay* 

At 0732 the ship moored alongside the USS KIMBERLY (DD521) at pier #5* 

At 1122 the ship was underway headed for Mole pier to unload ammunition* 

The ship moored at Mole pier by 1200 and unloading of the standard anmonition 
was commenced* 

By 1234 the ship had completed unloading asnonition and returned to the 
former nest alongside the USS EBSEHLT (DD521) at pier £3* 

OGCO 1200 2000) 

32-427 32-427 32-42 W 

117-0 ST 117-CSW 117-09W 

2-31 July 

it U*S* JTaral Hep Air Base* San Diego* California* undergoing routine 
overhaul* Repairs being accomplished as listed in ComDesPao'a restricted 
letter serial ^CDC4 of 26 June 1245* Alterations being accomplished as 
listed in ComDosTao's restricted ltter serial f3451 of 17 June 1246* 

She ship is maintaining a program of leave* recreation* and training under 
«S22hc for all 
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BD590/A16-5 
Serial- 034 


D.S.S. PAUL HiUILIOI (DD590) 
m/o Fleet Poetoffioe, 

Sen Francisco, California, 
1 Sept eater 1945 


»W&FO 


illlil 


Vo t 


Ccnaanding Officer*_ _ 

Ccaaunder-in-Chief* TUTTED STATBb FLEET* 



fcbject* War dairy - August 1945* 


References (a) CinCPac Conf. Ltr* 1CL-45 of 1 January 1945* 


2D pine 7 


1* 51 August 1945 


At U,S. PaT*l Repair Base* San Diego* California* 
undergoing routine orerhanl repairs being accomplished as listed 
in CouDosFae's restricted letter serial #3384 of 25 June 1945* 
Alterations being accomplished as listed in CosDesPao's restricted 
letter serial #3451 of 17 June 1945* The chip is Maintaining a 
program of la are* recreation, and training under COTCPac for all nen» 
From 9 August to 25 Aagast the ship uas drydoeked* 


<? 



I ^ ^ 11 £ O 
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Serials 054 



U.S.S. PAUL ELEELTOT (DD590) 
c/o 71c«t Post Office* 

8e& Francisco* Celif * 


&S._KSZ -~ 

Reg.shfft mu 


9ECLASSIFIED 

COIFIDIVTIiL 


1 October 1045 



Frau Co—ndlng Offioor* 

So « Cammander-la-Chiaf* THITED STATES FLEET* 


Subject» Hut Diary - September 1945* 

References (e) ClzrCPmo ccnf ltr 1CL-45 of 1 Jaanary 1045* 

USS PAJJL HAIULTOff (DD590) ZD(47) 

1-29 September 1945* 

At U*S* Yaval Repair Base* Sam Diego* California 
undergoing routine overhaul* Repairs being accomplished as listed 
in CczDccPae's restricted letter serial £C3C4 of 25 June 1945* 
Alterations being accompli shod as listed in CazDesPao's restricted 
letter serial £2451 of 17 June 1245. The ship is maintaining a 
progrea of leave* recreation end training under CO TCP AC for all 
men* On 1 September 1915 Lt* Comdr* George 7* DAL 70S* USH, 81053 
relicrrcd Ccrir. Daniel CARLS01?* TJUU, 625C3* of oerrand of the 
TIES PAUL ELULTCS (ED5S0). On 24 Scpterhcr 1945, the USS PAUL 
EAUILTG3 (DDL90) reported to the Cozsamder Reserve fleet* Paoifio* 
for duty* 

Position 

52 - 42 I Let* 

117- 09 W* Long* 

USS PAUL HASILIQY (DD590) ZD(«) 

SO September 1945* 

The ship got underway in the afternoon for Post 
Repair Trials and Degaussing Calibration* At sunset the ship 
returned to the U*S* Iavml Repair Base to continue overhaul* 

Position 

52 - 42 I Lat. 

117- 09 W Long* 

G. 7* DALTQX* 


OC l 
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Sorial 032 


U.S.S. PAUL HALHLT01I (DD590)* 


©l®fi5£t'iTIAL 


c/o Fleet Postoffice* 

San Francisco, California* 
20 August 1945* 


Calif' 


» 


From* 

To t 

Via t (1) 

• ( 2 ) 

(3) 


Subject* 

Reference* 


1 . 

f herewith* 


Commanding Officer* U.S£ • PAUL HA13LT0H (DD590)• 

Acting Commander Destroyer Division 101* 

Commander-in-Chief* U. S. Fleet* 

Commander Destroyor Division 101* USS PAUL HAiilLTGIT* Flagship* 
Commander Screen* Captain £• R* Harrison* jr*, USN, (Commander 
Task Unit 54*2*4)* 

Commander Battleship Squadron 0112, Commander Task Force FIFTH-FOUR, 
Rear Admiral U*L* Deyo* U*S. Navy* 

Commander Amphibious Grdup OHE (Rear Admiral 77.H.P* Blandy* USN)* 
Commander Amphibious Group TWELVE (Rear Admiral J*L* Hall* U31I) * 
Commander Amphibious Group FCUR (Rear Admiral L,F* Rief snider*’USN).* 
Commander Amphibious Foroes* U.S.-Pacific Fleet (Vice Admiral 
R*K* Turner* USN)* . “ 

Commander FIFTH Fleet (Admiral R*A; Spruance* USN)* 
Commander-in-Chief* U, S. Facifio Fleet* 

Action Report of U.3.S • PAUL HAJ1LT0N (DD590) - CKINA7{A OPERATION - 
21 March 1945 to 17 June 1945* 

(a) ComBatRon ONE F31-1 /a 1S-3/A9 Serial 0440 of 18 June 1345* 

(b) ComBatRon 023 FCl-l/A16-3/Scrial 0240 of 22 June 1945* 

(c) Paoific Fleet Conf. Ltr* 1CL-45* 

(d) AlNav 83. 

(e) ComTHIRDFlt Standard Instructions 1-45* Part 8* 

(f) CinCPao - CinCPoa Conf. Ltr* A15-3,-Sorial 05961 of 17 2Cay- 1945. 

(g) ComTHIRDFlt Conf* Despatch 100051 of June 1945* 

In accordance with reference (a) to (g), subject report is submitted 


From* 

To t 

Via t (1) 

• ( 2 ) 

(3) 


Subject* 

.Reference* 


1 * 

f herewith* 




cc* Cominch 1 


(Advance oepy) 


Copy with original* for 

Comscreenj ComBatRon Is ComPhibGroup 1* 

4* and 12$ ComFhibForcePacs and ComFIFTHFlt 


Cincpao 3 
Comdespao I 
Comdesron 51 


■ 
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U.S.3* PAUL HAMILTON (DD590>, 
o/o Fleet Fostoffico, 

San Francisco, California, * 

20 August 1945 


1st endorsement on CO, USS PAUL 

HAMILTON (DD590) DD590/A16-3 serial * 

032 of 20 August 1945* 

CONFIDENTIAL 

From* Commander Dostroyer Division 1C1, USS PAUL HAMILTON, Flagship, 

Acting* 

To a Comnander-in-Chief, U• S* Fleet* 


Via * (1) Commander Screen, Captain 3*R* Harrison, jr., USK (Commander 

Task unit 64*2*4*)* 

(2) Commandor battleship Squadron OKU, Commander Task Force 
FlFTiI-FOUR,(Rear Admiral Li*L, Deyo, U.S, Navy)* 

(3) Commander Amplxibious Group 0NS (Rear Admiral 77*n*P* Blandy, 

USN) . 

, (4) Commander Amphibious Group TTELV3 (Rear Admiral J*L* Hall, 

< USN)* 

(5) Commander Amphibious Group FOUR (Rear Admiral L*F* 

Riefsnider, USN)* 

(6) Commmder Amphibious Forces, U* S* Pacific Fleet,(Vice 
Admiral R.1L. T'umer, USN) * . 

(7) Commander FIFTH Fleet (Admiral R.A* Spruance, USN)* 

(8) Conmander-in-Chief, U.S. Pccifio Fleet* 

Subjects Action report of U*S.S. PAUL HAMILTON (DD590) -,0EEIA T TA OPERATION - 

21 ilaroh 1945 to i7 June 1945* 

1* Forwarded* 
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CONFIDENTIAL 





PART^I 

BRIEF SUikm 

1. EXiring the period from 21 March 1945 to 17 June 194§, the U.S.S. 

PAUL HaMILTON was assigned to Task Force FIFTY-FOUL (Rear Admiral *a.L. 0£Y0, 
U.S. Navy, in command) to function as Anti-5ub anc Anti-Aircraft Screen, Fire 
Support Ship, or as part of Covering Force for the assault on Okinawa Jima, 
Ryukyus Islands, depending on gaily assignments made by the commanu organiz¬ 
ation in effect. 

2. The movement group from Ulithi Atoll to the objective was under 
the command of the Commander.Task Force FIFTY-FOUR, immediate superior in com¬ 
mand Captain W.L. FRESTJJJaN* U.S. Navy, Commander Screen (C.T.U. 54.2.4) in 
U.S.S. BjJiTON (10722). Enroute to the objective the US PAU^ Hh«lLTON performed 
various duties as screen, radar picket and delivery of official mail to ships 

of the force. At 1600 on 24 iiarch 1945> when approach dispositions were taken 
for the assault on the Ryukyus Islands, the U.S.S. FaU^ HAMILTON was ordered 
to report to Commander Task Force FIFTY-Ti/0 (Rear Aomiral W.P/BLr.NLY, U.S. 
Navy), Commander First Amphibious Grou - t Facific Fleet) in the U.S.S. EST.S 
(AGC12) as escort. This duty was performed until 1900 March 30, 1945, at which 
time the U.S.S. PaUL, HAMILTON reported to Commander Task Force FIFTY FOUR for 
duty. From this time on, until departure from the objective area on 17 June 
1945» the U.S.S. P..UL H. .MILTON performed duties as a Fire Support Ship. 

3. On 10 April 1945> the U.S.S. PaUL Hi .MILTON supported the landing 
on Tsuken Shims and stood by for call fire until released by Co-amander Task 
Group 51.19 (Rear Admiral V/.P. BLaNLY, U.S. Navy. Commander First .unphibious 
Group, Pacific Fleet) in command of the operation. 

4. From 30 May 1945 to 11 Juno 1945 operated with Task Group 31.25 
commanded by Rear Admiral L.F. RFJFSNIlER, U.. c . Navy, (Commander Amphibious 
Group FOUR, Pacific Fleet), as fire support ship in the capture and occupa¬ 
tion of Iheya Shima and Aguni Shima of the Ryukyus Islands. 
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A* The composition of Task Force 54, which sortied from Ulithi Atoll 
on 21 larch 1945 is as follows: 


Battleship Squadron 3 - Bear Admiral Deyc* U.S. Navy 
leas - California 

Pennsylvania. 

Mississippi 

Battleship Division 2 » Roar admiral Deyo, U. S. Navy 
less - California 
Pennsylvania 
Tennessee (FF) 

Nevada 

Battleship Division 3 — Hear Admiral McCormick, U.S. Navy 
less - Mississippi 
Idaho (F) 

New Mexico 

Battleship Division 4 - Bear Admiral Sowell, U.S. Navy 

wssrTOgnna: (f) “ 

Colorado 

Maryland 

Battleship Division 5 - Rear admiral Fiachler, U.S. Navy 
Arkansas 

Cruiser Division 4 - Rear Admiral Fahrion, U.S. Navy 
Less - Louisville 

Indianapolis - 
7/ichita (F) 

Portland 

Cruiser Division 5 - Rear Admiral Smith, U.S. Navy 
Less- Chester 
Salt Lake City (F) 

Pensacola 

Cruiser Division 6 - Rear Admiral Joy, U.S. Navy 
Less- Now Orleans 
Fan Francisco IF) 

Minneapolis 

Tuscaloosa 

Cruiser Division 13 - Rear *dmiral Rodgers, U.S. Navy 
Less- Santa Fe 
Mobile 

Birmingham (f) 

B iloxi 
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Destroyer Squadron 51 - Captain H* C. Martin, U.S. ^avy 
Less - DesDiv 102 

Haraden (DD585) 

Ball (F) *(Du583) 

Halligan (Ct524) 

Paul Hamilton (D_5$0) 

Twiggs (ul-591) 

















Destroyer Division 109 

Porterfield (F) (DL&82) 

Callaghan 

(DD792) 

Irwin 

(DD794) 

Preston 

(DE795) 

Destroyer 

Divis/ .. 110 - 

Laws (f) 

V.ID558) 

•^ongshaw 

(DD559) 

j iforrison 

(DD56C^ 

Prichett 

(DD561) 


g 03951 
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Destroyer Squadron 56 - Captain Smoot 
Destroyer Division 111 

! Leas Leutze (.DD481) 

Newcomb (F J (DT586) 

Bennion (LL668) 

H.L. Edwards (X. 663 ) 

R.P. Leaiy (D 664) 


destroyer Mvision 112 - Captain Conley, Jr. 
less - Izard ^ DL5S9) 

Killen (,jT.593) 

A.W. Grant (.1,649) 

Bryant (F) (7. 665) 

.i/estroyer . c i<uadron 60 - Captain Freseoaa 
Less 7-es: iv 120 
Walke (X723) 

Lowry (X770) 

Barton (F) (!• 722) 

O’Brien (* T 725) 

Lafi’ey (: 724) 

plus - Zellars (X 777) 

ii.L. <*belo (- '733) 


Escort Division 40 - Commander Hawes 
Foreman (F) (7.F633) 

Witter (:E636) 

Bowers (7E637) 

WiLlaarth (71638) 

S.S. iiilea (73183) 

Wesson ( T184) 


Gillis (4V-12) 

Thornton (\.V*'-11) 

Willimson (AV7-224) 


O 
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The Officer in Tactical Command of Task Force 54 was Rear Admiral 
*£.L. tJETO, U.S. Navy. Immediate Superior in Command, Captain W.L. FRE y$ I A N, 
U.S. ^avy Cnmniander Screen (Commander Task Unit 54*2.4). 

B. The U.S.S. RkUL H^ilLION arrived in Ulithi Atoll on 12 iiarch 1945 > 
from the Iwo Jima operation. *t anchor availability with tender assistance 
was granted to effect repairs to battery conputer which required replace¬ 
ment of target angle component solver. Also, to effect repairs to three (3) 
main feed punps eroded by high pressure steam. The at anchor availability 
was interrupted by assignment to radar picket duty for one night and the 
loadi n g of ammunition requirements for the coming operation. *OJL repairs 
were completed on 20 iiarch 1945 and fuel was topped off during the morning 





















At O 63 O of 21 March 1945, underway to sortie with Task Force 54 
in accordance with C.T.U. 54.2.4 Sortie Instructions. Upon codjLetion of 
sortie, the battleships with assigned escorts formed column with screen ahead 
in preparation for k/*% practices. The cruisers with assigned escorts, includ¬ 
ing this ship, also formed column with a straight line screen ahead. Lrone 
and sleeve practices were fired by all batteries. Upon completion of firing, 
the two firing units combined to form T.F. 54, Cruising isposition 4-Roger 
kike. 

On 22 March 1945, various drills were conducted during the day such 
as surface tracking or ill,, flag hoist drill, air tracking drill, I.F.F. checks, 
and caaminications drill* 1 ' 

On 23 March 1945, fueled fron* ths U.S.S. HEn MEXICO, Upon completion 
of fueling received and delivered Official Mail to various ships of the format 
tion until sundown. At 1B34, proceeded as ordered, to Number Three Pickbt 
Station 12 miles, 60 degrees on the starboard bow of the disposition, return¬ 
ing to former station in disposition at 114** on 24 March 1945. 


At 1600 on 24 March 1945, the approach to Okinawa Jima was com¬ 
menced, fire support groups forming and proceeding as planned. The U.S.S. 
P«UL R. ALL TON was ordered to report to C.T.F. 52 for- duty as escort for the 
U.S*£^ ESTES (j.G&2) by C.T.F. 54* 


C, “, and £ (no remarks) » 
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IV - ORDNANCE 



Section A. 


1. The performance of ordnance material and equipment has to date 
been extremely good, perhaps even may be termed excellent considering the 
number of rounds fired during this operation. As might be expected, cas¬ 
ualties did occur, and they are listed and discussed in subsequent para¬ 
graph with an attempt being made to offer suggestions and points to be 
carefully watched in order to lessen if not prevent frequent recurrences of 
the same casualties. 


2. Specifically, the Mark 12, Mod 1, 5 M /38 caliber gun has proved 
its durability and serviceability. In the Okinawa campaign alone, commenc¬ 
ing on LOVE minus Six .uay (March 25, 1945) and extending through 17 June 1945, 
this ship has fired a total of 15,261 rounds of 5"/3& caliber ammunition which 
total includes AA Common, Star Shells, <”hite Phosphorous, and Common project¬ 
iles with both 2600 f.s. and 1200 f.s. powder charges being employed. In this 
respect, however, only 921 reduced charges (1200 f.s.) have been fired. The 
last date of star gauging this battery was 16 May 1945, which data is tab¬ 
ulated below for reference: 


Gun Ser.No. 

Total ESR 
to date 

Origin of 
Bore(muan) 

Total ESR 

Last star eaure 

Origin of Bore (mean) 
Last Star Gauce. 

9002 

3002 

5.1825 

226 

5.028 

6484 

2580 

5.1825 * 

241 

5.024 

4460 

2731 

5.1815 

7 

5.001 

9058 

2968 

5.1825 

5 

5.003 . 

4148 

2967 

5.1785 

236 

5.015 

3. 

These figures seem to 

indicate that this 

gun sustains less erosion 


than current printed ordnance data portray, which fact must be borne in mind 
and compensated for when computing ballistics. This ship rerlizes that the 
Bureau is at the present time conducting extensive studios and tests to 
ascertain the life of a Mark 12 gun and will reveal the results of such tests 
to the Naval service as soon as possible. From visual inspection it appears 
that the chrome plating is wearing correspondingly well in all five guns. 


4* Insofar as shore bombardments arc concerned it can be stated 
with certainty that the 5"/38 caliber battery with Mark 37 Lirector and Mark 
I, Mods computor is extremely effective and the only limitation on its effect¬ 
iveness lies in the ammunition. Naturally a five inch projectile can not 
cope with a blockhouse which requires a major caliber projectile to penetrate. 
The Mark I, 'Mod 7 computer is extremely accurate, producing £ very high per¬ 
centage of hits. Below is a tabulation of ammunition expended to date: 


Victor 

Tares 


56 


AA 

White 


Com.non 

Phosphorous 

Stars 

231 

16 

55 

199 

16 

55 

339 

11 


150 


3 

132 


95 

109 


16 

96 


2 

400 



116 

4 

35 

24 




Common Late-time 

Night 30-31 March 
" 31 Marrl April 

bay 1 April 
Night 1-2 *pril 
Night 3-4 April 
Morn 4 April 
Night 7-6 April 
10 April 

Night 10-11 April 

c h io -io 


O 

<5 

si 

'■Tj 

> 


33 


















Victor 

Tares 


/Tyh 


89 


AA 

Mite 



Date-time 

Common 

phosphorous 

Stars 

Common 

84 


25 


Night 12-13 April 

190 

534 

15 



Night 14-15 April 
Day 15 April 

164 


Night 15-16 April 

142 

210 

29 

80 


uorn xo Aprix 

Night 16-17 April 

539 

, 27 



Day 18 April 

630 

19 

t 


Day 19 April 

77 



Afternoon 20 April 

53 




Night 20-21 April 

525 

30 



Afternoon 25 April 

212 

10 


Night 25-26 April 

430 

16 



Day '26 April 

127 

34 



Day 27 April 

' 171 


15 


Night 27-28 April 

384 

23 



Day 30 April 

60 


81 


Night 30 Apr-1 -iay 

350 

50 


56 

Day 1 May 

455 

26 



Day 3 May 

289 

6 



Day 4 May 

260 


40 


Night 4-5 way 

50 




Day 5 May 

166 

1 



Day 6 May 

256 


92 • 


Night 6-7 way 

177 

4 



7 May 

350 


80 


7-8 way 

187 

37 



10 May 

90 


73 


10-11 May 

211 

25 



11 May 

125 • 

• 

B7 


11-12 May 

450 

3 

92 


12 May 

12-13 May 

160 


70 


13-14 way 

328 

20 



14 way 

58 

1 

84 


14-15 ‘“ay 

280 


76 


18-19 May 

141 

19 



19 May • 

50 


56 


19-20 May 

171 




21-22 May 

567 




22 May 

206 


75 


22-23 way 

268 




23 way 

71 

17 



25 way 

80 


60 


26 way 

26-27 way 

24 




27 “ay 

161 


56 


27-28 May 

70 




28 May 

544 




3 c 'une 

343 




9 June 



49 


Night 12-l.j June 

555 

13 



Day 13 June 

48 


58 


Night 13-14 June 

201 


58 


Night 14-15 June 

ITT 


21 


Nicht 16-17 June 

14,019 

458 

THT_T T>nTm:r 

1753 

T?Trrr i / 

56 

« nr 

TOTALS 


■1 


n 

Q 

*“r; 












5*' » The fire discipline, as in the past, was excellent with one 
exception. On one occasion the /♦Oram machine gun battery opened fire on. 
a friendly TBF that definitely was not craploying attacking tactics. This 
incexcusable performance was no doubt prompted by the fact that a U.S. • l«=J 
heavy cruiser 250 yards astepj?opened fire initially on this same target. ^ 
On innumerable occasions this ship continued to deliver call fires 
during "Red” alerts, tracking the target with the uik 37 Director (iik 4 
radar) and finally ewitching over to A/A set-up on computer and guns 
•when the possibility of this vessel being attacked became imminent. 

Several times the shore fire control parties expressed their appreciation 
of this fact. It is believed that whenever a destroyer is in a fire 
support status delivering close fire support fires she sho-.dd continue 
to support the troops ashore until it is absolutely necessary to cease 
firing shore bombardment and stand-by for on air attack.. This naturally 
accentuates the fact that your plotting room personnel must be trained 
to the highest level in order to quickly shift the computer from a shore- 
bombardment set-up to an anti-aircraft one with n E" synchronized. 


6. The unnery comuunications between the vario-s stations were 
excellent. Two or three tioes the 17iX transmitter in t^ie director failed 
due to broken leads, but on each occasion the 1 J P telephone circuit proved 
capable of conducting co.municaticns with the guns, although it is strongly 
recommended that both the 17«iC and 1JP circuit be utilized simultaneously, 
with the director pointer paralleling the word put out tho Control Officer 
on the 17X. By doing this everyone should be able to receive the word 
exactly as given by the Control Officer without any modifications. Once gun 
#3‘s UP circuit fouled at tho gun, but the JQ circuit was immediately par¬ 
alleled with the gun captain wearing the JQ phones. This proved satisfactory 
as a casualty procedure. 

7. Our communication circuits between control, plot, cojobat, and the 
bridge remain unchanged from that previously established and discussed in this 
ship's last action report (IWO JIM), and it is thought to bo quite effective. 

8. ^n regard to radar fire control mothods it is regretted that no 
opportunity has as yet been previdea to work with a Radar Beacon. This is 
desired, especially since the ship conducted experimental tests on various types 
of radar beacons while operating in the Chesapeake Bay. The SG radar was exten¬ 
sively employed to determine and correctly ascertain the ship's position. Radar 
"fixes" were checked at all times with the Navigator's visual cuts whenever 
visual fixes could be obtained. It might be mentioned that the radar operators 
and combat watch officers produced superb results, with several initial salvoes 
being placed directly on the target. Extensive use was made of projecting rocks 
points, and high isolated mountain peaks. 

9. Only on two occasions were there opportunities to fire at Japanese 
aircraft. The first occurred on who night of 31 karch-1 April and a total of 
eighty-four (84) rounds were fired in full ra'ar control (56 Victor Tares and 
28 AAC). Fire was commenced at approximately 5500 yards on an estimated two 
to three planes approaching this ship with a target angle of 020 and a speed 
of 175 knots, flying at about 1500-2000 feet. No results were observed, 
although the raid turned sharply, breaking away rs Bonn as fire was opened. 

The second and last time that an enemy aircraft was fired upon was during the 
day of 12 April, when a Japanese Val wae detected and tracked initially by 
radar. Subsequently he became visible and wac fired upon in partial radar 

_control at a slant range of 9000 yards, altitude high, target angle 040. 







This target was tracked at 275 knots, which speed no doubt was in error, for 
the bursts were leading him. as he veered off sharply upon being taken under 
fire. Thirty-three VT and AaC were fired. For one thing, the target angle 
was changing rapidly and being given continuously by the rangefinder operator 
to the computer op-retor who excessively kept the target cngle knob in the hand 
position, changing the target angle often at the computer. It is believed that 
this prevented the computer's rate control mechanism from functioning fs it is 
designed to, thus preventing a near perfoct solution, and a "kill". Corrective 
action has been taken to prevent a recurrence of this. It is reco mended that 
an "increaso-decrease" target angle button be wired up and placed at the com¬ 
puter to facilitate rapid changes of target angle. This would be similar to 
the target angle repeater s.etem still installed for the Control Officer's use 
in some iiark 37 Directors, and it is believed that it would be of gr->at assist¬ 
ance to computer operators. 

10. Tho material casualties encountered thus far are tabulated below: 

(a) Broken firing leads resulting from improper use of pointers' 

handwheels. 

(b) Broken firing leads aft of terminal on firing lock, firing 
lead being cut upon gun firing. It is believed that loa\.s caught upon H.P. 
air gauge; turned gauge flush with slide. 

(c) Parallel finger contacts in train receiver regulator stuck 
preventing parallax from following in "auto", although parallax could be 
m a t ch ed up in hand. This resulted froa the f ing er contacts becoming spread duo 
to extensive use. All that was necessary was to restore the contacts to their 
designed position* 

(d) Selector switch transferring 5 rt /36 mount from Mk 1 computer to 
2iark 51 directors became jammed out of position, thus preventing thw gun to 
receive gun train order and gun elevation order from the «mrk 1 computer. 



(e) Firing lock failed to fire by percussion due to insulation becoming 
lengthened around firing pin striker and thus not allowing the nut on firing lock 
to be sufficiently taken up. Ther-fore, the required tension was not placed on 
striker spring in firing lock. This was remedied by cutting down the insulation 
around the after end of striker. 

(f) The gas ejection air line leading to Gun #4 parted at valve 2-164-2 
in compartment C-204-L due to concussion of gun fire. This was repaired without 
ceasing fire by a weldment. It is recommended that some shock-mounting be pro¬ 
vided for this particular installation. 

(g) Gas ejection poppet valve in Gun #4 seized due to excessive heat 
of gun* Removed valve and dressed down with emery and crocus cloth. 

(h) Gas ejection shaft(0rd. Drwg. #230536L8)broke. F*cplaccd with spare 

(i) Breech plug in gun five failed to remain open after round was fired 
and hot case ejected. Probably due to faulty ext:.actors and/or extractor springs 
plus the fact that the plug was burried badly by the extractors. Upon recommed- 
ation of USS HkjUL (aL20) replaced plug, extractors, and extractor springs. 

(j) Gun failed to return to battery due to 5 flashlight becoming 
wedged between slide and housing. TlJ.s resulted from gear being left adrift 

in gun mount by an Electrician's ufate who immediately preceding "General Quarters 
Wfs repairing the 17**C speaker in gun mount. Suggestions evident, 

(kj Gun Port Shield (Charleston Navy Yard Type), deformed from gun #4 
firing 160 relative at short range. It is definitely not considered as a defect¬ 
ive gun port shield either in- design or construction, as this ship has experience 
extre me ly fine servica from all five installed. It is recommended, however, that 
unless absolutely necessary the 5"/38 caliber battery should never by fired 
010-350 degrees or 170-190 degrees relative as structural damage is likely to 
result* 




(l) Load gaskets on two 5”/3Q caliber pointers' sights broken due to 
gunfire. Sights now require gassing. 

(m) Commanding Officer observed one projectile (AAC) to tumble while 
in flight with parts of rotating band being observed to fly off, at which time 
time the projectile tumbled. 

(n) Towards the ond of the operation the Stable Element began to show 
the effects of the almost constant uso it hr.d boen subjected. With a total of 
7000 hours of operation, almost three months of continual running, the upper and 
lower slip rings of the Stable Element Mark 6 showed signs of wear.. The time 
for the gyro to get up to get up speed had increased to nine ( 9 ) minutes, and it 
was felt by all concerned that a major casualty was imminent. However the Stable 
Ele m e n t survived the operation and is still operating satisfactorily. 

Section B. 


1 That this ship's surface gunnery was effective can be seen from the 
results which are tabulated in Part 7, Paragraph B of this report. 



PART V - D.M/.GE 


: . A. No comment 

B. Battle Damage to Enemy Units. 

;. 1 , The following table is an account of observed damage inflicted by this 
ship, iirny hours and rounds of a»munition wero spent firing unobserved harassing 
fires. The dasage inflicted on the enemy by such fire is impossible to estimate. 

(see following pages) 
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Nature of Target 

Weapon 

used 

Location Bate 

Time 

1, liortar battery (size unknown) 

5 rt /38 

8169V2 4-1-45 

0006 

2, Concrete emplacements 

fl 

8367-V 4-1-45 

0815 

3, mortar Battery 

If 

0276-V/-5 4-10-45 

0725 



0275-C 

0915 

4* Revetments 

If 

7776-U-4 4-15-45 

0913- 

5, Revetment possibly containing 

If 

7675-X-5 4-15-45 

0953- 


ix/k battery 

6. Building flanking concrete obstacles 

in road. 

7. Camouflaged trench 

8. final 1 building apparently haven for 
vehicles or field piece* 

9* Defended stroes and ammunition area. 


.0, Enemjr observation post 

1 • Camouflaged building 

.2, Buildings, oil dump, enemy gun pos¬ 
itions. 

3# Enemy activity; possiblo mortar 
battery* 

4. Possible artillery emplacement 
5* loseible gun emplacement 

6. Two small guns 

7. Six machine gun emplacements 

8. Trench end cave system 

9* Cave with possible gun inside. 

0. Six caves containing possibly four 
40mm gun emplacements 
1* Possible gun enpla cement 

2* Buildings in small town 
3* Cave 

4* Several csves closely grouped with 
exposed leading area 


Evidence indi c ation ext e nt of damage done* 

Battery silenced, extent of damage unknown. 

VOF spot reports concrete emplacements destroyed. 
Battery silenced but later observed in action, close to 

front lines 


777^—L—2 4-15-45 1017-1040 VOF Report: Building destroyed. 

7775-H-2 4-15-45 1040-1055 VOF report: Entrance closed* 

7775-H-2 4-15-45 1055-1300 VOF report: Building destoyed* 

7975-B 4-15-45 1450-1630 VOF report: Enemy fire, previously observad, ceased* 

personnel dispersed with inrny casurlties. -Jauage to 4 
stores an( j ammunition unobserved. 

7S78-N-0 4-16-45 0913-1100 SFCP report (0-162): Sevoral t:neiay observ ition pests ci 

7877- C aestrpyed 

7676 -K 4-18-45 1255-1443 SFCP (O-I 63 ) report: several camouflaged UuTfHBSnfel 

7878- iV 

8275-GLiiR 4-18-45 1513-1700 SFCF (C-623) :eport: Set fire to several buildings an 

oil dump which burned furiously, J-jiemy batteries of unkn 
caliber silenced. *.roa cojapletcly ncutr lized* 


VOF reportt Target damaged. 

VCF report: Target nuutrelized. 

VOF report: Guns of email caliber destroy 3 d. 

VOF report: Emplacements destroyed 
VOF report: Closed entrance to cave; neutr-liaed*lier 
VOF report: Entrance to cave closed, damage to gun sii 
VOF report: Caves closed; guns destroyed. observed 

VCF report: Possible gun emplacement damaged with sev 
direct hits. 

VOF report: Buildings left on fire. 

VOF report: direct hits in mouth of cave, 

VOF report: Several hits in ent ences, one cave 
six shell holes Jp sroi. 


ft 

9324-fX 

4-20-45 

1310-1400 

fl 

7574-G 

4-25-45 

0859-0935 

ft 

7574-FY 

4-25-45 

C935-1045 

ft 

7675-IN 

4-25-45 

1045-1050 

It 

7674-EN 

4-25-45 

1146-1200 

f« 

7675-X 

4-25-45 

1257-1328 

II 

7776-V 

4-25-45 

1328-1354 

If 

7676-P0 

4-25-45 

1354-1521 

If 

7676-03 

4-25-45 

1521-1603 




several 

II 

7775-AB 

4-25-45 

1603-1645 

II 

7573-A 

4-26-45 

0730-0800 

It 

7473-0 

4-26-45 

0803-0915 
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iir.lure of Target 


:iei;: on 

used 



25. It.o 1; )'| £ crvftB containin'. sun lies 5"/38 

if;;/ underground er.lr.'ncefij no ;uns 
visible* 

26. $ r, nli builr.iivfc- in vill'/ea " 

27* linuio to..o3 J rn;. cr-1. belie ir,;.* 

nevrbjf 

2b* i o..ces i\ Vill'pc* oil cu..:p " 

) 

29* Foflr houses " 

30* Area containing four caves. n 

31* Ons 75mm mobile artillery gun located " 
in -caved area. 

32* Numerous caves possibly harboring * 
*£iB'e» Personnel. 

33* Tunnel and trench system * 

34* Three serviceable caves amoig nine M 
previously damaged 

35, Camouflr.goc guns on mound: approximately w 
six cans either being mounted or repaired 

36. Area containing revetments, tunnels, caves 

^ which possibly housed suicide boats. « 

37* Seven concrete pill boxes, one blockhouse n 
all with stall square openings. Extensive 
trench system in area 

38* Enemy etrong point in building. » 

39* Enemy observation post* « 

tO, *nemy machine gun nests n 

41* Gun emplacement h 


Loc-- lion 

7474-v. 
757A-F 
7573-- 
7675 -CJ 
7971-. 

7v70-. c A 

7671- 

P17C-..3 


8 O 69 -KG 

7964-04 

8271-L 

S271-QU 

6271-G 

8271-F2 to 
8271-A4 

8270- '} 

8271- S 
8271-iflJ 


.. tc 


il.ie 


j-vidfc.-,:ce judication of cku a pe cionc 

4-26-45 0>15-iU45 VOF rsnort: Half of outr'-nce closed. Cn«. fide of ou 
cave stij.1 open* Cv»e ewli building oeoLrc^ed. 

I vlll 

4-26-45 j. 337-1505 \,r»F report: lAiutyaO^zei urea stirtir.f BQV- r^i Urea 

4-27-45 H42r13.0Oc IC.F re, ert: 5t/cr. 1 h-VLr »r : Jio -it bi ce of wouers bue 
unable to Octroy* or.r. s-or-il bui&tin/ mar bere 

one tov'tr* 

4-27-45 1/,57-*607 VCf rtuort: 5<=t fire +0 sever* bouses .vnu d-uafyod oil 

oil firs skirted ?n one hoar.r. at'p:r 3 ntl, bei*ir 
used as an oil di-ip. 

4-27-45 1607-1652 VOF report 1 houses on fire* One half of village rema 
remained undamaged* <■■■' 

4-27-45 1652-1714 VOF report: tireot hits scored on entranoi to one ca 
Near misses on other, 

VOF report: Artillery piece destroyed* Throe camoufla 
caves closed* ' 

VOF report! Believe oaves harbor LfTB'a because of pat 
lead in|j to waters edge. Numerous caves closed* Personnel 
seen escaping, many killed* < 

VOF report! Area covered with brash* Target neutral! 
and fires started* 

VOF report: All caves closed. 


4-30-45 

4-30-45 


4-30-45 

4-30-45 

4-30-45 


VOF report: Target completely destroyed, large explo 
on one hit. 


7674-F 
7773-K 
7673-C 
7870-U 


5-1-45 0805-0922 VOF report: *any hits in area. Ceased fire to shift ' 
higher priority target, 

5-1-45 0922-1007 VOF report: Seven pill boxes destroyed. One side of 
block house caved in* Three holes put in roof* Several o', 
slit trenches caved in. 

5-3-45 1227-1245 SFCP (0-11) report: Target destroyed* 

5-4-45 1030-1045 SFCP (C-13) report: Target destroyed. 

5-4-45 1056-1108 SFCP (C-13) report: Urchine guns nests compieiSSy wlj 
5-6-45 1310-1517 VOF report: direct hits scored on emplacement. 


C* 


1 *y /! 


1 

l 
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Nature of target 

Weapon 


* 

used 

Location 

42, One truck 

5"/38 

7870-U 

43. Eight trucks 

It 

7869-1 

44. Caves 

II 

7360-V 

.45• Observation Post 

ft 

8072-'/; 

i*6# Revetments & caves# Camouflaged con- 

- II 

7971-1 

creto structure. 



47. Possible artillery emplacement. Enemy " 

8071-H 

j activity noticed. 



48. Corcreto covered revetments 

If 

8170-L 

49* Sixteen caves. 

ft 

C071-A 

50# Concrete blockhouse 

ft 

8966-G 

51. Four 3” 4/4 guns 

n 

807C-M 

52. Two caves 

n 

8170-L 

53. Three artillor positions 

n 

6666-0 

54. Oil storago area 

it 

6071-U 

*55. T»o caves 

it 

7969-IX 

JS, Ent.«y gun fire (gun flashes observed 

11 

8767-L1 

by SFCP)- 


8868-R 

57* Knoll with several cave entrances: gun " 

7669-L5 

flashes observed. 



58. Truck 

n 

7639-ii 

59. Enemy field piece 

it 

7770-15 

60. Camouflaged revetment 

ti 

8867-H 

61. ThruO cavoe possibly housing artillery " 

8662-a 
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Date Time Evidence indication extent of damage dene 


5—6—45 

5-6—45 

5-7-45 

5-10-45 

5-11-45 

5-11-45 

5-11-45 

5-11-45 

5-12-45 

5-12-45 

5-12-45 

5-14-45 


5-14-45 

5-14-45 

5-14-45 

5-23-45 

5-23-45 

5-25-45 

5-27-45 

5-28-45 


1310-1517 VOF report: Lirect hit on truck. 

1517-1750 VOF report: Targets destroyed 

1004-1120 VOF report: several direc hits on caves and roads 
ing to c'ves. 

1207-1330 SFCP (0-821) report: Oanagcd roads and neutralized 
area b u t no hits on observation post. 

1040-1154 VOF report: bncovered and destroyed concrete struc' 
eves filled in, revetments heavily damaged. 
1154-1431 VOF report: Scored direct hits, closed cave, covor* 
gun when cave sealed. Enemy personnel Killed or d: 
1431-1515 VOF report: completely destroyed target with direc 4 
1515-1600 VCF report: tw lve caves destroyed. Entrances to o 
partially destroyed. 

0733-1152 VOF report: Scored fivi dir cct hits and several nc; 
33es on he - vily c-'jnouflaged blockhouse. Front of strui 
cave 'ln- contents destcyed. Target render-d ineffccti' 
1152-1543 VOF report: Lestoycd three of four guns which, hav. 

be en previously reported as destroyed wera re-establisl 
1543-1645 VOF report: E n tr*nce to one cave destroyed. 

0801 SFCF (C-812) report: First position nautralized an< 

gun definitely destroyed. Obtained hLts on gun fl - 
in second position with unobserved danage. Tlicrou/ 
covered third position. Entire area leutralissed. 
1416-1505 VCF report: Target consisted of well lispersed druu 
-.u’.ou one was burst open, oil failed to burn, do furthci 
1505-1618 /OK report: two c 4 vcs closed. illi; - 

1755-1825 SFCP (0-823) report: C-uns silenced. No further octj 
observed. Extent of damage unknown. 

1020-1045 VOF report: Four direct hits. Target believed to t 
knocked out. 

1500-1600 /OF report: truck destroyed. 

1029 SFC? (0-42) report: Field piece silenced, No furthc 
observation. 

13Q3-1500 VOF report: F.enoved camouflage which revealed open 
tomb. No further damage. 4 

1230-1330 VOF report: Entrances closed up. Target well covere 













Weapon Location 
Used 


Nature of target 



Date Time Evidence indication extendt of damage done 


.62* Blockhouse, well dug in located on 
road leac'ing to shore. Openings to 
North & South 

5"/38 

8662-X 

63* Enemy Pill box 

tf 

0672-R 

64* Two active guns positions 

tf 

0672-N 

65* Ene.ijy machine gun nest 

If 

7660-rF 

-^6* Eoemy machine guns 

ft 

7760-4 

67* Heavy gun position 

If 

7760-H 

68* ammunition dump 

ft 

7660-C 


5- 28-45 1330-1345 VOF report: Extent of damage unknown* Yfeather 

prevented observation* 

6- 3-45 0843-0904 VOF report: Pill box caved in, must b 3 considered 

destroyed* 

6-3-45 0940-1015 \/0F report} target destroyed 

6-13-45 0834-0908 SFCP (0-810) report: Gun silenced* Extent of 

d*mage unobserved* 

6-13-45 0936-1Q30 SECP (0-810) Target neutralized-extent of damage 
unknown. 

6-13-45 1052-1210 SFCP (0-810) report: Gun silenced. Extent of 
damage unknown 

6-13-45 1325-1625 SFCF (0-810) report: Ammo dump was seen to explod* 

in target area. Observation was alsi made by th. 
ship* 
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PX_ j[L - Special Comments and InfoJ Aion 

* > 

A* So Co ment 

B. So Comment 

% 

C. No Comment 

• Jj» Special Comment 
1. Combat Information Center 

(a) 1* The Combat Information Center installation on board is the 
original plan as installed in October 1943* with the-exception of the addition *. • 
of the MAN, JfF, TCS, and VHF transmitter-reveiving .mite and remote controls 
for tha MAN transceiver, no alterations or improvements have been made in the 
C.I.C. or radar installation. No RPPI scope is installed in Ctl.C. 

Throughout the operation, CIC provided the bridge •with inform*..* 
nation on station keeping, results of air and surface search, navigation, com- 
postion, and disposition of own forces. In addition during shore bombardment, 
C.I.C. supplied Control and bridge with all pertinent gun,.ery and tactical 
Information. 

During the days (love-7 to Love-2) when the PAUL H^iuILTON 
was escorting the 2ST££, CIC was primarily engaged in air and surface search, and 
navigation. During night retiremont C.I.C. was responsible for maintaining an 
accurate account of composition and disposition and for keeping an accurate plot 
of ship's position. 

From Love-1 Lay until departure from the area, the ship was 
engaged in fire support missions exclusively. During actual bombardment periods, 
C*I.C performed the following functions: 

(a) Guarded TBS (B-£) for tactical information. 

(b) Guarded Naval Gunfire Control Net 

(c) Guarded AlN 

(d) Guarded spotting fr quency with VOF and SFCP 

(e) Listened in on Local Air Warning Net 

(f) Conaucted Air Search & Plot 

(g) Conducted Surface search and plot 

(h) maintained Navigational plot of ships position (by SG-1 
radar. 

(i) Supplied Plotting Room and Main Battery Control with 

bombardment information, including rango,-be ring, elev¬ 
ation, of target, spots, effectiveness of fire, etc. 

2. Radar performance throughout the operation is considered 
exceptionally good. Ranges were average, but the continued uninterupted perform¬ 
ance of all radar equipment was exceptional considering the length of the oper¬ 
ation. At no time did any of the equipment foil d. spite the fact that ti.no for 
maintenance was very limited. It is felt that one of the contributing factors 
to auch fine performance is the practice of thoroughly cleaning the gear at ev ry 
opportunity. In most instruction books and maintenance instructions emphasis on 
this most important item is lacking. . 

(a)(b)(c) ^he employment of radars in tracking, air and surface 
fire control was in accordance with latest doctrine and instructions and requires 
no comnent. 

(d)(e) The role of radar during shore bombardment has become 
increasingly important! The Okinawa area fortunately has several small islands 
and well defined projections around the entire island affording fine reference 
points for radar navigation. 






(f)(^J ^he problem of kooping station maintaining suture ry plot, 
navigating and continuing long range surface search simultaneously is well recog¬ 
nized* Field modification if 50 which permits the operator to reed accurate ranges 
and bearings without stopping the antenna should however improve this situation. 

3* No special radar operational technique were developed on board 
during this oper'tion. 

4. The IFF performance of the BL was good throughout the opera¬ 
tion. Only during the last ten to twenty days did instances become frequent 
when friendly aircraft (which turned out to bo FBni's) showed bogey* However 
the air co-ordinator was consistently prompt in warning all ships of their 
presence* 

5. Opportunities and facilities for maintenance of radar Were 
very limited. They were usually lixited to the Occasions when the ship was 
engaged in replenishment at Korama Retto. It was necessary at all times to keep 
the air search and fire control radars on short notice during those periods, 
however, and only minor adjustments, tube renewal, and doming could bo under¬ 
taken at 6uch opportunities. Toward the end of the operation, when the progrtm 
which made the Fire Support ships available for thr e day periods w;s initiated 

'the. radars were secured fna necessary repairs made. It is recommended that these 
periods be initiated earlier in similar operations enabling, ships to forestall 
anticipated failures and keep up with the more important routine maintenance items 

6. C.I.G. internal communications wore excedent. The need for 
continuous training efficient telephone talkers is still apparent, however. 

External comnunicu JLcns presented a more difficult problem. 

The Destroyer CIC has no provisions for radio/telephone recorders. Druing shore 
bombardment exercises CIC guarded TBS, uN, Naval Gunfire Control Net, Assigned 
Spotting Frequency, and either an "inter CIC" circuit or local' air warning net. 

With no provisions f- r seating recording personnel and no provisions for space 
(the CRT and air plot must be kept clear), - recording becomes inefficient. All 
circuits except the spotting frequency must bo guarded by earphones and the CIC 
watch officer must depend on accurate recording for information. Provisions 
ehould be made for the recorders to have a small "position" find seat. 

The idea of using the Baker series IBS crystals for F.S. ships 
was indeed a good one, Cn the few occasions when it was necessary to shift to 
A-3 crystal, one wondered whether it would ever be possible to transmit tactical ^ 
signals. It was noted ohat much of the traffic was administrative. On one occas-^ • > 
sion this command went to extreme pains and through a long wait to ensure trans- 
mission of one bit of administrative traffic on Fleet Common only to hear it •• 
relayed to another command for information on IBS, 

• The communications on all the shotting frequencies frequently 

caused trouble. Often times excellent communications could be maintained through' 
out the day but at night on the samo circuit interference (CW and voice) would 
cause several "say agains". Th3 TCS was used exclusively for spotting and proved 
very dependable. It is recommended that all F.S. ships be allowed two TCS unitsj 
one fer Naval Gunfire Control and one for spotting, Even with experience radio 
personnel'the time required to make frequency changes on the TBL is considerable. 

This difficulty is eliminated in TCS. The shock of continuous bombardment caused 
several casualties to voice transmitters', noticeably the IBJL.* Additional shook 
mounting should prevent future casualties of similar nature. 


O 

O 


.P 




It was found that ship's position using carefully 
plotted ranges and bearings from these positions were accurate to within 50 to 
100 yards. In the daytime, when navigation-from the briege was possible, the 
radar "fix" was continually checked, but at night, radar navigation was often 
relied on entirely. Excellent results were obtained using the SG-1 and it is 
recommended that ships firing shore bonbardment maintain raear position contin¬ 
uously. Even if visibility permits use of piloting and the commanding officer 
prefers to use visual "cuts" for ships position during the bombardment, it is^ 
still of tremendous value to the radar operators to. become totally familiar with 

the t.errnin *+■ —- 
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Comrranic ati ons • 


Discussion of C1C communications is contained in paragraph 

D (1) above* 

(a) Radio communications were satisfactory. The use of the 
expeditionary force "FOX” schedule aggravated the problem. of radiomen shortage. 

But its advantages were manifold and self evident. At no time was reception of 
NPM or expeditionary force FOX seriously .impaired. 

(b) every effort was made during the operation to send messages 
visually where possible* It was noted that in many instances a message with sev¬ 
eral addressees was sent to all over voice radio when one or' many of the addressees 
were within visual range. The frequency of repeats and corrections on these over¬ 
crowded circuits would be cut down appreciably if addressees within visual distanc 
were given the message visually. 

(c) No intercept gear is installed. 

(d) TBS communications is discussed in paragraph 1(a)(6) under 

QIC above* 


3* ^se of smoke, camouglage, deception. 

This was the first operation, in which this ship took part, in which 
smoke cover was used so extensively. At no time when covered by smoke did this 
ship fire at enemy planes and while under cover of smoke, no attacks were made on 
this ship. With effective radar countermeasures and smoke coverage it is realized 
by this command that the ship’s position cannot be discovered by the enemy. 
instances are noted when bogies dived down a stream of tracers fired from under 
cover of smoke using the origin of the stream as point of aim. 

Navigation b.< CIC is discussed in paragraph (1) (a) (2) (e) under CIC 

above* 

5* The performance of the engineering plant was good. The effect of pro¬ 
longed periods of shore bombardment was evidence by thB fact that several steam 
gaskets developed leaks, but in all cases the OTC was able to grant the necessary 
time for repairs. Only once during the entire operation was the "plant” secured 
(15-IB May) during three day tender availability. The program of boiler cleaning 
for F.S. destroyers whereby designated units are allowed four (A) day periods in 
which to secure two boilers to clean firesides is strongly recommended for future 
operations of similar nature. * 


6. The supply situation during the operation was satisfactory for the needs 
of the ship and requires no comment. 


7* Medical* No comment* 




.-* E* No comment 

F* Attention is invited here to the enclosure covering 
the report of radar interference (window). 








CONFIDENTIAL 


PART VII 


1^ No personnel casualties occurred during this operation. 

2a The health, moral and performance of duty by the officers 
and men during the eighty-five (85) days of continuous operation 
and hardship was splendid and beyond reproach. The spirit th 
orevailed on board ship was to rive all the support possible to 
££ SSes and soldier on the beach* On three different occasions 
this ship ran out of ammunition on fire support duty* On each 
occasion th^crew turned to with a will to unload the empties and 
reload 1300 to 1400 rounds in four hours time. Each man had only 
one thought in mind, to get back on the firing line to destroy 
Japs as quickly as possible. Reports of destruction were moral 

boosters• 


PART VIII 
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IRSSnNS LEARNED. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


1. Early in the operation it was easily determined from the 
results of each day's operation on fire support duty that when the 
ship was able to anchor to carry out tho assigned fire support miss¬ 
ions the results were most gratifying. The value returned in destruc¬ 
tion wrought upon the enemy was always high with less ammunition ex¬ 
pended. liore targets were taken under fire and less spotting was 
necessary to get on the target. Further, a shift to a new target 
could be made without changing the computer solution, by a spot 
from the shore fire control party or the VOF spotter who was in 
position to see the new target to be placed under fire. 

2. In conjunction with the above; and also, when lying to 
or underway conducting shore bombardment, it was found very profit¬ 
able to use one gun salvos to get on the target or at least within 
twenty-five yards of the target. Once this correct solution was 
obtained to the problem, then fire two or three salvos of one or 
more guns rapid fire, depending on the importance of the target 
and its size. Almost without fail, this procedure produced one or 
more direct hits and several very near destructive misses, the latter 
sometimes uncovering new targets which had been well camouflaged. 

This method off-set the waste of ammunition inherent in gun disper¬ 
sion, by trying to get a very near direct hit, before increasing the 
volume of fire. The volume of fire used in the rapid fire string 
took care of gun dispersion and ships motion due to wind and current; 
also, ship's yaw, while riding at anchor. 

3.. It is agreed that a ship at anchor is vulnerable to enemy 

gunfire. Only once was this vessel taken under fire by Japanese shore 
defenses while at anchor but with the anchor down under foot only, 
and the engine power available, it was very easy to shift position 
quickly and become a moving target. 
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4. In conclusion it might be said it is most advantageous 
to anchor at night when the ship must approach dangerously close to 
reefs or be in confined waters dangerous to navigation. It then 
makes it possible to give close fire support to troops if needed 
without endangering them to errors resulting from errors due to 
ship's position. It affords more effective harassing fire and pro— 
vides for efficient night i l l umin ation. Another important factor is 
that it illiminates one worry from the Commanding Officer's mind, 
namely, grounding, and provides an opportunity for proper rest. 

It is, therefore, recommended that instructions for fire support 
ships contain authority for Commanding Officers to anchor (anchor 
underfoot only) when in the opinion of the Commanding Officer con¬ 
cerned the mission assigned can best be accomplished by doing so, 
or that; the fire support group commander can grant the request 
u#oihbh§oroqndet 6fftberCen?ianiling Officer supported by adequate reasons 
reasons. The former is the most suitable manner os the officer 
on the spot is the best judge. 

5. It is further recommend that the method of fire, namely, 
using one gun to obtain a good solution and then shifting to a short 
string of rapid fire salvos of one or more guns be tried by fire 
support ships to increase the effectiveness of their fire. 


6. On several occasions during the many red alerts of the 
Okinawa Operation it was observed by this command that ships which 
opened fire on Japanese aircraft at night were usually the ones which 
were on the receiving end from the plane in question. This was 
usually true whether the ship was under the cover of smoke or Just 
obscured due to darkness. The above statement should be qualified 
further in that it was not always possible to tell if the ship was 
under attack by the plane in question before it opened fire. 


7. From experience gained by this ship during operations in 
the Philippines the following policy or doctrine in regard to firing 
at night on Japanese aircraft was adopted and used by this s"hip. 

All enemy and friendly aircraft were tracked by C1I.C. The main 
battery director was placeddon and tracked the most dangerous plane 
to this vessel, as determined and directed by C.I.C. Open fire 
was given by the Commanding Officer or at the discretion of the 
Gunnery Officer only when the fol^»#ng conditions existed: 

(a) This ship was definitely under attack. 

(b) Planes target angli zero or nearly zero 

(•) Altitude under 2000 feet. 

(d) Range 6000 yards and target angle constant at zero. 


8. The only exception to the JJJ* ** regard to 

adjacent ships in the screen. If t e w P aa under 

attack and our solution was good, °P ^ at ^y the 

Co ^ndln, Offic er^ ** ttSSZlISjSfX?*** 


Co~andln* Officer sag * ““^riaterial supporTdiTnof ^S 334 h8r 

o? e S?f=^icfof own gontire. The a b“e Sff r 
other ships of th . the receiving end of ton decision 

was arrived at fromJust to be ahootwV“ cl> lutes- 

rM na+ » bV sW-P^ beCAIla^ 




















9* Further, machine guns were nerer used at night unless 
placed under the control of the Mark 37 director or if the Mark 51 
director operator could see and follow the plane visually. Thus, 
they were not used very much, 

10. With the use of smdike cover during this operation, and 
its effectiveness the above doctrine was modified to include the 
additional qualification: "If under smoke, donft shoot". During 
the entire operation this vessel never fired a single shot while 
under the cover of smoke and the results were that n ev er was there 
anything dropped close enough to be called even a near miss. It 
can*t be said that planes never approached near this ship because 
they have on numerous occasions. Uncomfortable dose. Targets 
in de f i n i t ely not attacking courses close aboard were not taken under 
fire, because they oust see you visually or otherwise to attack and 
to open fire may be fatal as it immediately discloses your position 
and presence as a target. Perhaps this decision is unsound but at 
least it has saved the ship to f ight another day under ffi vum«tanff w» 
more favorable to the ship. 

LL. It is firmly believed that a hard and fast rule should 
be made that no ship should fire at enemy aircraft at night while 
under the cover of smoke and it is recommended that such a state¬ 
ment should be considered for inclusion in our gunnery doctrine. 

12. It is realized that a destroyer Ctl.C. is just a means 
to an end but in future new construction adequate space should be 
alloted so as to provide the facilities necessary to make it as 
efficient as possible. The old statement that the plotting room 
was the heart of the ship may still be very true, but it is be¬ 
lieved that C.I.C* has far surpassed the plotting room in im¬ 
portance. 

13* Any destroyer fire support duty during a "red alert", 
night or day, its C.I.C. is teeming with activity and the space 
provided is not adequate. Especially from the stand point of 
communications. So many speakers and talkers and recorders 
talking at once results in confusion only and precious time is lost. 
By providing more space to allow for a bank of desks for recording, 
monitoring communication circuits properly with sound powered tele¬ 
phones to the evaluator for distribution of information received, it 
is believed that higher efficiency would be obtained and also re¬ 
lieve the congested situation that exist in the present C.I.C. 

The wardroom pantry could be taken to provide this spaceein the 21D0 
ton destroyers using part of the wardroom to provide a new pantry. 

14* It is reconmedded that the above be given consideration 
especially in new construction. 
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